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ADVERTISEMENT. 



[ If the number of Editions of any performance, 

|r be a mark of public approbation, Mr. Erikine's 

f Gospel Sonnets have a claim to that diftinc- 

tion, and they may be ranked amongft thofe of 

general efteem and ufefulnefs ; few books have 

been fo often printed in the fame fpace of time. 

The prefent Edition, it is hoped, will be foiind 

not lefs, worthy of public encouragement, than 

thofe that have gone before it, as confiderable 

attention has been paid to the correding, by 

comparing it with former editions ; and every 

thing is to be found here that has appeared in 

SP the moft approved copies of the Gofpel Soii- 
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^ Mr. Erikine's Poems, as Dr. Bradbury fays, 
•^ are greatly to be efteemed ; and above all, for 
^that which animates the whole, the favour of 
S divine and experimental knowledge. 
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PREFACE TO THE READER. 



WhAT£V£R. apologies this book has formerly been 
prefaced with, (as to die manner in which many lines in 
it are written,) (hall be here altogether dropt and for- 
borne. I now difmifs it as it is, under the condud of 
divine Providence, to take its hazard in the world ; fmce 
it has already ferved its apprenticefhip under feveral im- 
preffioiis, and gone both Ui rough kind and hard ufage, 
through good and bad report. It never promifed much 
to them diat feek nothing but pleafure and faiisfaSion to 
their fancy ; but I have lieard, that it has done fome fer* 
vice (and I hope, through the bleffing of Heaven, it may 
yet do more) to them that feek profit and edification to 
their fouls. 

The late edition of this book at London being more 
full and complete than any that was formerly emitted, 
it is fit here to acquaint the reader, that this is printed 
€xa^y o£F the London copy, without any material addi« 
tion or alterauon, except in the third fart of the booky 
that comes under the name of RtddUt^ or Myfteries ; and 
partfixtbf Chap. ii. Sed. i, intitled. The believer^* priuci^ 
pluf concerning the nvjfieriet of the law and goj^l: both of 
which (becaute there were feveral demands in this conn* 
try for a new edition,) I thought fit to confirm by fcrip. 
ture texts, cited at the bottom of the page, for the ben- 
efit of thofe that are weak in knowledge, and unac- 
quainted with the fcripture.* I have diredted them by 
a letter of the alphabet, at every branch of the fentence 
that is either fecmingly or really oppofite to the other, 
unto fome fcripture texts, one or more, for evincing the 
truth thereof: by which means, the we»i^eft that is wil* 
ling, may come to underftand the moft difficult paradox, 
or myftery, mentioned in this work ; at leaft fo far as to 

* The fcripturet in thtt edition ax« fsit&dit^ %x toSiV^a^^ 
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ice, that every part of It is founded on tlie word of God, 
either diredly, or by plain and necefTary confequence. 
Only this general rule is to be obferved, namely, that 
tlie reader always confider what is the fubjeft treated in 
every fedion or flanza ; and this, for the fake of the 
moft illiterate, I fliall illuftrate by two examples ; the 
one concerning the /a<w, the other concerning the believ- 
er* The former you fee Part IIL Seft. vi, ver. 25. 

Tm not obliged to keep it more ; 
Yet more obligM than e'er before. 

Here you are to remarTs:, that as the fubjed (poken of 
is the LAW, fo the law in fcripture is confidered two 
v/ays, viz, both as a covenant of works^ and as a rule of 
duty. Now, that the believer is under no obligation to 
the law, as it is a covenant of works, or to perform obe- 
dience to it as a ground of juflification, (which is alfo 
the fubjeft treated in that Se<5lion,) is confirmed in the 
foot-notes by the following fcriptures, to which you are 
dire<5led by the letter (sy) Rom. vi. 14, Gal. v. 1,2, 5, 
4. Where you may fee believers are faid to be " not 
under the law, but under grace ;'* and exhorted to 
" ftand faft in the liberty wherewith Chrift hath made 
them free ;" and affurcd, " that Chrift is become of no 
efFeA to them, whofoever of them are juftified by the 
law, tkey are fallen from grace." Again, that the be- 
liever is under more obligation than ever, before he was 
juftified, to yield obedience to the law as it is a rule of 
lifgy (which is the other branch of that paradox,) is con- 
firmed by thefe following texts of fcripture, to which you 
are direfted by the letter (tj Rom. vi. i, 2, 15, where 
k is faid, " Shall we continue in fin, that grace may- 
abound I God forbid : how Ihall we that are dead to fin, 
live any longer therein ? What then ? (hall we fin, be-- 
caule we are not under the law, but under grace ? God 
forbid." From which texts, together with their con- 
texts, it is evident, that the believer's freedom from the 
law as a covenant, does not at all free him from obliga- 
tion to it as a rule, but fuperadds to the natural obliga- 
tion that of grace, which both argumentatively and af- 
fe^vely tesicbes what the law does authoritatively and 
preceptiydY, namely, " to deny \xivgod\\nfc^^2C£i^'^Qt\^\l 
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lads, and to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in this 
prefent world," Tit. ii. 11, 12. 

The other example I adduce, you may read, Part III. 
Sed. ii. verfe 4.7, where the words are. 

To good and evil equal bent, 
Fm both a dievil and a faint. 

Here the reader may noiice, that the fubjcft fpoken 
of is the BELIEVER, or the faint's old and new man dc- 
fcribed, (which is part of the title of that Sedlion,) or 
confidered as to his unregenerate and regenerate part 5 
in which view he is frequently fpokeof in fcripture ; ex. 
gr. I John iii. 6, 9, it is faid of the believer, or the perfon 
bom of God, that hejinneth noty and that he cannot Jin^ be^ 
eaufe he is born of God : there he is fpoken of as to his 
new nature, or regenerate part. But, i John i. 8. the 
words are, " If we fay that we have no fin, we deceive 
ourfelves, and the truth is not in us •/' where the apoftle 
Ipeaks of believers unregenerate and corrupt part. Now, 
tiiis being the fcriptural reprefentation of the believer> 
the forefaid paradox is eafily proved from fcripture; 

The firft branch is, that he is equally bent to good 
and to evil. For the proof of this, you are direifled in 
the foot-note to Rom. vii. 2 1 , where the apoftle Paul, 
ipeaking both of his corrupt and renewed part, fays, " I 
find a law, that when I would do good, evil is prefent 
with me." And, if you read the preceding and follow- 
ing context, you will find him complaining how corrup- 
tion bends him as far one way as grace another. 
- The other part of the fame paradox is, that the believ- 
er is, on thefe accounts, both a devil and 2i faint. Now^ 
that the believer is by nature and corruption a devil, is 
one branch of this pofition here to be confirmed. That 
lie is fo by nature, is proved by the following fcriptures 
in the fore-cited page at the bottom, John vi. 70, and 
viii. 44, compared ; where Chrift, fpeaking of fome that 
were in a natural ftate, viz. of Judas and the Jews, difi- 
covers what is the ftate of all Tc\e\\ by nature, " that they 
are of their father the devil, fince the lufts of their fa- 
ther they will do ;" and therefore may be called devils, 
as our Lord calls Judas, faying, " i Viac^^ ^^^wv. ^os^ 
twelre, and one of you is a deVvU* Kuft^ ^^ "^s^ ^^^^ 
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lievcrs alfo naturally, as defcendants of the firft Adanr, 
being " children of difobedlence, and children of wra^ 
by nature, even as others," Eph. ii. z, 3. And that the 
believer is fo, not only by nature, but alfo by reafon of 
remaining corruption^ is proved at the foot of the fame 
page, from James iir. 15, where that apoftlc, fpcaking 
of ftrife and envy, that may be even among the children 
of God, (which indeed has too much taken place in all 
ages,) Hiys, " This wifdom defcendeth not from nbove* 
but is earthly, fenfual, devilllh. Again, that though tlie 
jbeliever be by nature and corruption a devil, yet he icy 
by grace and regeneration, a faint, is documented alfb» 
in the fame page, from i Cor, vi. 1 1* '< ^xmh wer9 (bmi^ 
of you ; but ye are fanftjfied," &c. 

In this manner, you may eafily go over all the reft of 
the paradoxes, riddles, or myfleries, contained in thU 
book, and ^wd them evidently confirmed by the fcnpi* 
tures of truth, the word of God. This might be no un# 
profitable ezercife, but tend to lead you into the true 
jcnowledge of tlie gofpel, to which myfteries are fo efi. 
fential, that it is deugned by them, and called the vfifdom 
of God in a m^eryt i Cor. ii. 7 ; ^d the knowledge of 
which is fo efTential to Chriftianity, and fo abfolutaly 
necefliiry to falvation, that the fame apoftle declares, that 
<« if our gofpel be hid, it is hid to them that a»-e loft % 
«« in whom the God of this world hath blinded the minds 
« of them which believe not, left the light of the glori* 
«f ous gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of God, ioould 
«* fhine unto them," 2 Cor. vi. 3. 

Again, if you fearch the fcriptures, you will fee manj 
jnore proofs for every point than I have adduced, and 
perhaps many much more appofite ; for thefe only are 
fet down at the bottom of the page that firft occurred 
to me : yet, I fuppofe, though fometimes but one, and 
fometimes more fcriptures are pointed out, they are fuch 
as fuflSciently confirm the pofitions they relate to. But 
that other fcriptures might have been adduced in plenty, 
} fhall give one inftance, in the paradox now mentioned, 
viz. that every believer, while in this world, is hotb a devm 
il and afainU The latte.r claufe is what none will deny, 
namely^ That every true believer is a faint ; for further 
proof of which, yoa might fee A.&S xv% 9>a3x^^wi* \^% 
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&c. Bat becaufe the firft claufe may feem more harfh^ 
kt may by fcripture be alfo further evinced two ways :• 
I ft, In refpe<ft of the daily commiflion of fin he has to 
challenge himfelf with ; for die fcripture fays, Eccl. vii. 
20, " There is not a juft man upon earth, that doth good 
and finneth not." And with this compare i John iii. 8, 
" He tliat copimitteth fm, is of the devil." Hence it is 
plain, there is not a juft man upon earth, but may, in 
re/pe<fl: of the commiflion of ftn, be called a devil. 

2dly, In refpeft of prevalent temptations, by which he 
may be hurried into tliofe things " that favour not of 
God, but of men ;*' on which account Chrift fays to Pe- 
ter, Matth. xvi. 25, " Get thee behind me, Satan." And' 
if Chrift calls Peter a devil, whom he had defcribed as 
a faint of the firft magnitude, verfe 17, one divinely 
blefTed and enlightened ; what occafion may every be- 
liever have to call himfelf a devil ! Yea, it is a part of 
liis faith and fan<5lity, to fee and acknowledge with fliarae 
before the Lord, his own devilifh and defperately wick- 
ed heart and nature \^ which.a blind, felf^conceited world 
are ignorant of, being neither acquainted with them- 
lelves, nor with God and his word. However, fo it is, 
tjiat the more any fliall feaich the fcripture, the more, I 
hope, will they difcern, not only by the texts I have quo- 
ted, but from many others alfo, the truth and evidence 
o£ every part of this book, however myfterious fome paf- 
lages of it may feem to many. 

Though fome of thefe lines may want the politenefs 
that can pleafe tlie curious age, yet, while tliey ftand 
firm upon a fcriptural foundation, none of them want, 
authority, and that of the higheft nature, except in the 
account of mockers, and thofe (of whom there aie toa 
many in our day) that are either Deifts, who underva- 
lue the fcripture,- or Atheifts, who deride it : ^d it is fad- 
ly to be regretted, that thofe people are hardened in 
their wicked principles and pra<flices, by fome that per- 
haps have a higher profeffion. For I have feen two 
prints, one called the Groan, and anotlier the Laugh^ 
wherein fome lines, picked out among others, have been 
expofed to ridicule : but however fuch gentlemen raaj^ 
laugh at their own fport,axvdv«vck^4V7 (ii\^\x>iwi'TOl^^^ 
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with ferions matters for a time, I fear their laughing 
will iflue in weeping for ever ; if God by giving them 
repentance, do not make them groan to purpofe, for the 
evidence they thus give of either their grievous igno* 
ranee of the fcripture, or their grofs profanity, and of 
their readinefs to yield themfelves inftruments of the 
devil, to promote the atheiftical fpirit of the age, which 
is bent enough, without any fuch provocations, to laugh 
at every thing ferious, facred, and fcriptural. This is 
fo palpable, without my obfervation upon it, and fo felf- 
evident to all that fear God, and have had the patience 
to read fuch prints, that I would not have thought them 
worth my noticing fo far, as to make this bare mention 
of them, had not Providence put the pen in my hand to 
preface this edition, wherein fcriptural proofs are added 
to that part of the book. 

Reader, it gives me fatisfa<ftion enough to under(land» 
that this book has already been ufeful and edifying to 
fome, however it is entertained by others. The go/pel 
itfelf is to fome xHiq favour of Ufe^ to others ih^ favour of 
death; to fome wtfdom^ to others fooli/hnefs ; to fome 
matter of faith, love, and comfort, to others matter of 
mockery and fcom. I fhall be far from thinking it any 
difcredit or difparagement to this book, if it meet with 
the like entertainment. May the Lord of heaven and 
earth, who overrules all things, accompany it, in its 
journeys abroad or at home, with his bleffing to niany 
fouls, and to his care I commend it, in the words of a 
famous Scots poet, upon Pfalm ixxv. i : 

Rerum fandke Opifex, ades, 
£t patrocinio protege me tuo. 

Which may be adapted to the matter in hand thus ; 

The truth which hell may ^Mticife, 
•rcat God, be near to patronize. 



A POEM, 

DEDICATED TO THE REV. MR. RALPH ERSKINB, 

BY .1 

LADY IN NEW-ENGLAND, 

UPON 

READING HIS GOSPEL SONNETS. 

ErSKINE, thou blefied herald, found 

Till fin's black empire totter to the ground : 

Well haft thou Sinai's awful flames difplay'd, 

And rebels' doom before their confcience laid : 

From fin, from felf, from truft in duty fly, 

Commit thy naked foul to Chrift, or die. 

Go on and profper in the name of God, 

Seraphic preacher, through the thorny road ; 

The gracious Chriil thy labours will reward ; 

His angel bands be thy perpetual guard ; 

Though hell's dark regions at the prefent hifs, 

The God of glory thy ftrong refuge is. 

Mere moral preachersi have no pow'r to charm. 

Thy lines are fuch my nobler paflions warm ; 

Thefe glorious tn^^ths have fet my heart on fire, 

And while I tn^ad^ I'm love and pure defire. 

May the black train of errors hatch'd in hell 

No longer on this globe in quiet dwell ; 

May more like you be rais'd to fliew their fhame. 

And call them by their diabolic name. 

Exalt the Laipb in lovely white and red, i 

Angels and faints his lading honours fpread ; 

My trembling foul {h^ bear her feeble part, 

'Tis he hath charm'd my foul, and won my l^^art. 

Blefs'd be the Father for ele<5ting love, 

Blefs'd be the Son who does my guilt remove, 

Blefs'd be the Dove who does his grace apply, 

Ob 1 may I praifmg Hve, an4 praiiQng die ! 



SOME ACCOUNT 

OF THE 

REV. MR. RALPH ERSKINE. 



JL HE Rev. Mr. Ralph Erskine was honourably de- 

fcended of very refpccbable ancefiors ; his father, the 
Rev, Mr. Henry Eiikme, being one of the tliirty-three 
children of Ralph Ei-fkine of Sheffield, a fiimily of con- 
iiderable repute and ftanding in the county of Merie, 
and originally defcended from tlie ancient houfe of Mar. 
Our author, and his brother, the Rev. Mr. Ebenezer 
Erfkine, late minifter of the gofpel at Stirling, were two 
of the children of the f;iid Rev. Mr. Henry Erfkinej 
•who was fome time minifter of the gofpel at Cornwall, 
afterwards at Chimfide ;* a man eminent in his day, 
and juftly diflinguifhed for his piety and firm attachment 
to Prefbyterian principles : for his ftedfaft adherence to 
which, he was fubje<5ted to many confiderable hardfhips 
in the latter part of the laft century, during the perfe- 
cuting period of Charles II. and James VI I. f 

The author of the following Poems, was bom at Mo- 
nilaws, in die county of Northumberland, on Sabbath- 
the 15th of March, 1685, at three o'clock in the after- 
noon ; and baptized at Chimfide on the 5th of April 
faid year, by the Rev. Mr. William Violand. 
^ He gave pretty early proofs of a great genius and 
' fine fancy ; and feveral inftances of a pious difpofition 
and a folid way of refledling on matters. On this ac- 
count he was, by his parents, earlf^ deftined for the ho- 
ly miniftry , who refolved to give him a regular and lib- 
eral education, in order to qualify him for that impor- 
tant office* 

* Carnnoall is in the fhire 9! Northumberland ; Chirnftde lie» 
about £vc miles from Berwick upon Tweed, in the Scots Ude. 

f Sec the continuation of Calamy's Life of Baxter, p. 681. 
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Vaisfi he had acquired a competent zneafure of gnurir 
mar, i^ other introduiflory parts of education, he went 
to tb^ iihiverfity of Edinburgh, to complete his (ludies ; 
where- he went through the ordinary courfes of Philofoi- 
phy and Divinity with fuccefs ; and made a confidera* 
ble progrefs in the branches of literature : for he foon 
became a fine Grecian, an excellent Logic! «m, and an 
aceomplilhed Philofophcr. But after having acquired 
foch a competent me^fure of knowledge, in ihefe vari- 
o^^ branchtis of erudition, he gave himfulf up to the 
ftudy of Theology, his darling and beloved topic ; in 
'wbicb be made great progrefs, as bis produdions there- 
10 do abundantly evince. 

The ordinary courfe of philofopliical and theological 
iludief being gone through, at the college of Edinburgh, 
wjth fucceis, he w^ in the providence of God, called 
foith tP appear in a public charaifter ; and being well 
reported of, by all who knew him, for a converfation bep 
Qomixig the gofpel, he was accordingly taken upon tri- 
si. by the Prefbytery of Dunfeimline : and having fuif 
iihed the ufual pieces of trial ailigned him, to the entire 
fatisfa^tion of the Prefbytery, he was by them licenfed 
to preach as a probationer, the everlafting gofpel, on 
the 8th of June, 1 709. In which capacity, he ezercifed 
the talents which the Lord had giaciouily conferred on 
him, within tlie bounds of the faid Prefbytery, both in 
vacancies and fettled congregations, to the great fatis- 
faflion of his hearers, both minifters and people, as his 
certificate from that Prefbytery, dated April 4th, 171 1, 
exprefsly bears. In this flation of life he did not long^ 
remain : providence foon opened a door for him ; and 
he got an unanimous call from the parifluoners of Dunip 
fermline, on the ift of May 171 1, to exercife his minis- 
terial talents and abilities amongfl them ; which call was 
approved of by the Prefbytery, on the day following, as 
regularly proceeded in. He went through the ufual 
pieces of trial, for ordination, prefcribed by the Prefby- 
tery, with approbation ; and thereupon they fet him apart 
to the office of the holy miniftry, in the collegiate charge 
of Dunfermline, on Auguft 7, 1711. 

Under the charafter pf a minifter of tl\e ^qO$^V> Vv'xs- 
ing now a pailoral relation, tjo a ^2ctUcv3X.T\x ^cNOs.^*\sv.Niofe 
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church univerfal, he " determined not to know any 
thing, f;ive Jefus Chrift and him crucified." He was 
** inltant in feafon and out of ieaibn," in all parts of his 
minifterial labours, and gave himfelf wholly thereunto ; 
exhorting the people under his tnift, from houle to houfe, 
in the way of family vifiution ; ex.iiniiiing them more 
publicly upon the principles of cur i;oly religion ; vifit- 
ing tlie fick when called ; and prcariiing the everlafting 
gofpel, in which he had a very pleafing and edifying 
gift. He preached, by turns, with his colleague every 
Sabbath and Thurfday, through the year : and after- 
wards, when he had none, for feveral years before his 
death, he officiated alone, very punftually both on Sab- 
bath and week day. 

He delivered few extemporary produdions. His fer- 
mons were generally thie fruit of diligent ftudy, and af- 
iiduous application. For the mod part he wrote all ; 
and kept very clofe by his notes in tlie delivery, except 
when the Lord was pleafed to caiTy in upon his mind, 
in time of preaching, fome pat and appofite enlarge- 
ments, whereof he had no previous ftudy, and to which 
he neverthelefs cheerfully gave way, as coming from 
Him, who has ti^e tcngue of the kamed ; who knows how 
to fpeak a word in feafon to him that is weary ; and who 
fays, " It fhall be given you the famehour what ye (hall 
*' fpeak ; for it is not ye that fpeak, but the Spirit of 
** your Father that fpeaketh in you." He w^s bleffed 
with a rich and fertile invention, as appears in the agree- 
able and entertaining diverfity, wherewith his heads of 
dodrine are every where adorned. The poetical ge- 
nius, with which he was happily endowed, contributed 
not a little to the embelliihment of his difcourfes, with 
a variety of pertinent epitliets and ftriking metaphors. 

His gift of preaching was both inftrudting and fearch- 
ing. Few outftione him in the nervous and convincing 
manner whereby he confirmed the truth of the dodlriiies 
he infilled on ; and fewer ftill in the warm and pathet- 
ic addrefs, in which he enforced the pradlice of them. 

He peculiarly excelled in the ample and free offers of 

Chrift he made to his hearers ; and the captivating and 

aUiuing methods he ufed, for gaining their compliance, 

or their receiving and reilmg on C\«v&. -aCiowi ^ot 'Ocvavt 
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fklvatioiiy as thus freely and fully exhibited unto them 
in the gofpel. On all which accounts he was juftly ef- 
teemed, and much followed, as one of the moft popular 
and edifying preachers of his day. During his time, 
iacramental folemnities, at Dunfermline, were very 
much crowded ; numbers of people, from feveral parts 
of the kingdom* reforting unto tliem : : and tlie Lord was 
pleafed.to countenance fome of thefe communions, with 
Hgnal evidences of his gracious prefence and influence, 
to the fweet and comfortable experience of many. 

It will eafily appear to the judicious and experienced 
reader, in perufing his writings, that he had as dexter- 
ous a faculty in ranfacking the plagues.of the heart, and 
defcribing the divei-fified circumftances of ferious and 
exercifed fouls, as if they had fully communicated their 
feveral doubts and cales unto him ; while, in the mean 
time, he was only unfolding the inwiird experience . of. 
his own foul, what he himfelf felt of xhe workings of 
unbelief, and of the powerful influence of the Holy Spi- 
rit, in oppofition thereunto j which could not but qua- 
drate, or agree, with the operations of the felf-fame 
Spirit of God in others ; for, " as in water, face anfwer- 
eth to face, fo doth the heart of man to man." 

This eminent fervant of Jefus Chriil, being exer.cifed 
to godlinefs from his youth, became, by the grace of 
God, a " fcribe inftrudled into the kingdom of heaven," 
whom our Lord compares to " an houieholder, which 
bringeth forth out of his treafure, things new and ohi.'* 
Old invariable truths, but new illuftrations of them ; 
old experiences, the fame with otlier faints before, but 
new obfervations and improvements upon them : fo that, 
with abundance of propriety, it may be faid, that there 
are few perplexing doubts, or intricate cafes, which the 
i'aints have, at any time been exercifed with, that are not 
in fome one or other of his fermons, very judicioufly 
folved, and diftindlly elucidated, or cleared up. 

During our author's life time, and at the importunity 
of many of his acquaintances, both minifters and people^ 
he publiflied a great number of his fermons, on the mofl: 
intereft:ing fubje<5ls, which were well reliflied by the tru- 
ly godly, and had their praifes itv th^ cVwiiOtifes o^^ Ox^S^-* 
. horn at home and abroad. TYiefei wVii fci^x'sSi Q!^«^^«k 
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tranfcnbcd from lii'; notes, were firfc coUoctoJ together 
after his death, and publifhed along with his poems, in 
two large volumes in folio, in the years 1764 and 1765, 
printed in an elegant manner ; and fmce that time, re- 
printed in ten large volumes o^avo, for the more con^ 
veniency of readers and purchafers, with confiderable ad- 
ditions and amendments. We cannot difmifs this ac- 
count of our author, without taking notice of another 
particular concerning him, which conftitutes a very ma- 
terial branch of his character- He was not only delerr- 
i^dly e(leemed as a judicious Divine, but alfo much ref- 
pe^ed as 11 Poet : and he hath f.ivoured the world with 
feveral excellent produ<5lions of that nature, which have 
all met with a very favourable reception. His poetical 
talent was employed chiefly on divine i'ubje^s ; he had 
no relifli and tafte for any other. In his younger yewj^ 
at his leifure hours, he composed the following piece, 
which is now intided Gofpel Sonnets ; or, Spiritual 
Songs, In Six Parts. The ufefulnefs of this poetical com- 
pend of the revealed principles of our holy religion, for 
promoting the life of faith, comfort, and holinefs, will 
l>e experienced, it is hoped, by many of die faints of Ood, 
to the lateft pofterity. This piece was fo well relifhcd, 
that it hath imdergonc a multitude of impredions ; and 
the demanxi for it is as great as ever. 

About the year 1738, he emitted into the world his 
poetical paraphrafe upon the whole book of the Song of 
SfJomon ; which indeed is an evangelical comment, done 
in a (bain adapted to the New Teftament difpenihtiony 
upon that allegorical or figurative part of holy writ. 
This pcrformanca has likewife been very acceptable, and 
has undei gone a variety of editions. 

By emitting the above poetical cfTays into the worlds 
and fome fmallcr performances, onr author's abilities as 
a poet came to be known ; and induced the Reverend 
Synod of which he was a member, repeatedly to impor- 
tune him to employ fome of his vacant hours, in turning 
all the poetical paflfages of facred \vrit, into common 
metre, of the fame kind with the Pfalms of David. 
Thefe recommendations he at laft complied with ; and 
his produ^ioBs mu:dc their appearance, under the title 
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«f Scrifiure Songs^ feledled from fever^ pafTages in the 
Old Teftaxxient, which were well reliftied, and have now 
itndergone feveral editions. 

O^ author, befides his fermons and poems, publifli- 
€d feveral traAs, on fome points of controverfy, in which 
he difplayed his abilities as a writer; particularly an 
elaborate treatife, intitled, Fahb no Fancy ; or, jl Treatife 
4>f Mental Images : a book Angularly valuable, for the 
clear and perfpicuous manner in which he hath handled 
and eftablilhed tliis important point, every^ way worthy 
of our author, and which reflefted the higheft honour 
upon him ; in regard it hath given the greateft difplay 
of his abilities, both as a divine and philofopher, and how 
capable he was to exhauft any point, when he fet him- 
ielf to it, even in an abftra6l way of reafoning : a book 
diat efiedually fdenced all its opponents, and flands to 
this day unanfwered. 

This faithful and laborious fervant of Jefus Chrift, la- 
boured fuccefsfully in the work of the miniftry, and con- 
tinued publicly ufeful in his Mailer's work, till within 
a Tew days of his departure ; for he preached in his own 
pulpit on Sabbath the 29th of Oftober, 1752, and he 
was thereafter feized, in the end of the fame month, viz. 
Odober 1752, with a nervous fever, (wheiein, nevertlie- 
lefs he einoyed the exercife of his judgment and fenfes,) 
which lafted only for a few days, and at laft was the hap- ■ 
py meffenger of freeing him from the incumbrances of 
an embodied {late, and leading him to the world of fpir- 
its, and the regions of eternal blifs and felicity ; for, on 
the eighth day of the fever, he fell afleep in the Lord, 
being Monday, Nov. 6th, 1752, in the 68th year of his 
age, after labouring unweariedly and fuccefsfully in the 
work of the miniftry, among his flock in Dunfermline, 
for tlie fpace of forty-two years. Mr. Erlkine, our wor- 
thy author, aifords room for large commendations, were 
wo difpofed to give them ; his complete chara6ler is tru- 
ly great, and his difpofition exceedingly amiable. If 
he is conlidered as to his natural endowments, he pof- 
fefTed many fine qualities ; he had a fweet temper, a 
clear head, a rich invention, a lively imaginadon, and a 
great memory. If he is viewed as to his acquired abll- 
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ities ; he ^as well acquainted with all the ufeful brancli- 
es of literature) necelTary to adorn the fcholar and the 
minifter. If he is confidered as to his office ; he was a 
great and judicious divine, a pious evangelicad preacher» 
and an able cafuift. In fhort, he was not only a learn- 
ed man, and an able divine, bat an a£Fedionate and fk* 
miliar friend, a focial companion^ a devout ChriftiaOf 
and a burning and fhining light. 

By his death, the Church of Chrijt loft a great light, m 
heroic champion for the truth, and a bold conten£r for 
the faith once delivered unto the faints. The body he was 
laft conneded with, have been deprived of an ufeful mem- 
ber, and a fhining ornament to their caufe. The coor^ 
gregation he laboured among loft an able, faithful mixH 
ifter, a laborious and ^cefsful wreftler, and a painful 
and diligent inftru6lor. His family and relatives loft a 
tnie friend, an affectionate hufband, a tender hearted pa^ 
rent and a (biking pattern of virtue. His acquaintance 
and intimates, an endearing brother, a focial companion9 
and an engaging friend. 

Mr. Erfkine was twice married. His firft marriage 
was with Margaret Dewar, a daughter of the L^rd of 
Laflbdie, which commenced the 15th of July, 1714* 
She lived about fixteen years ; during which time fhe 
bore ten children, five fons and five daughters : three 
of thefe fons were miniilers in the AfTociation, viz. the 
Rev. MeiTrs. Henry, John, and James ; the firft ordain- 
ed minifler at Falkirk, the iecond at Leflie, and the 
third at Stirling^ All of them died in the prime of life, 
when they had given the world juft ground to conceive 
high expeAations of their ufefulnefs in the church. His 
iecond marriage was with Margaret Simpfon, a daugh- 
ter of Mr. Simpfon, writer to the fignet at Edinburgh, 
which took place February 24th, 1732. She bore hun 
four fons, and furvived himfelf fome few years. One 
ef the fons of this marriage is ftill in life, and refides at 
London. All his other children are now removed by 
dflatht 
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MUCH fam'd on earth, renown'd for piety ; 
Amidd bright feraphs now fings cheerfully. 
Sacred thine anthems yield much pleafure here f 
Thefe fongs of thtne do truly chaxin the ear.* 
£ach line thou "wrot'ft doth admiration raife ; 
Roufe up the foul to true feraphic praiie. 

Religiouily thy life below was fpent : 
Amazmg pleaiures now thy foid content. 
Xiong didft thou labour in the church below. 
Pointing out Chrift, the Lamb, wjio faves from wo> 
Heaven's ble^fednefs on finners to beftow. 

£i.sKiKE the great ! whofe pen fpread far abroad 
Redeeming love, the fole device of God ; 
Subflantial themes thy thoughts did much purfue ; 
Kept pure the truth, efpous'd but by a few. 
Integrity of heart, of foul ferene ; 
No hriend to vice, no cloak to the profane : 
Employed thy talents to reclaim the vain. 



} 



} 



* Alluding to hit poetical piccet^ 
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THE BELIEVER'S ESPOUSALS^ 

A POEM 

Upon Isaiah liv. 5. Thy Maker is thy HufianJL 

BUEFACE- 

Hark, dying mortal, if the Sonnet prove 

A fong of living and imihortal love, 

*Tis then thy grand concern the theme to knovr,* 

If life and immortality be fo^ 

'Are eyes to read, or ears to hear a tmft ?' 

Shall both in death be cramm*d anoii with duft. V. 

Then trifle not to pleafe thine ear and eye^ 

But read thou, hear thou, for eternity; 

Purfue not Ihadows wing'd, but be thy chafe 

The God of glory, on the field. of grace : 

The mighty hunter's name is loft and vain>< 

That runs not this fubftantial prize to gaim 

Thefe humble Imes afTume no high pretenoe^ 

To pleafe thy fancy, or allure thy is:v£tx. 

But aim, if everlafting life's thy chafei 

To clear thy mind, and warm thy heart thro* grace; 

A marriage fb myfterious I proclaim^ 
Betwixt two parties of fuch different fame, 
That hnman tongues may blufh their names to teU, 
To wit, the Prince of Heav^n^ the heir of hell ! 
But, on fo vaft a fubje(ft, who can find 
Words fuiting the conceptions of his mind T 
OT9 if our language with our thought could vie^ 
What mortal thought can raife itfelf fo high ? 
When words and thoughts both fail, may faith and pray 'r 
Afcend, by. climbing up the fcripture flair : 
From facred writ thefe ftrong efpoufals may 
Be explicated in the foU'wing way. 

c 2 
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CHAP. I. 

A general account of Man's fall in Adam, and 
the remedy provided in Chrift : and a par- 
ticular account of Man's being naturally wed- 
ded to the law, as a covenant of works. 

SECT. I. The fall of Adam. 

Old Adam once a heav'n of pleafure found. 
While he with perfe<5t innocence was crc»wn'd ; 
His wing'd afie^ions to his God could move 
In raptures of defire, and drains of love. 
Man, (landing fpotlefs, pure, and innocent. 
Could well the law of works with works content ; 
Though then, (nor fince,) it could demand no lefs 
Than perfonal and perfeft righteoufnefs : 
Thefe, unto finlefs man were eafy terms, 
Though now beyond the reach of withered aims ; 
The legal covenant then upon the field, 
Perfe<5lion fought, man could pcrfedion yield. 
Rich had he, and his progeny, remained. 
Had he primeval innocence maintained : 
His life had been a red without annoy, 
A fcene of blifs, a paradife of joy. 
But fubtile Satan, in the ferpent hid, 
Propofing fair the fruit that God forbid, 
Man foon feduc'd by hell's alluring art, 
Did, disobedient, from the rule depart ; 
Devoured the bait, and, by his bold oflFencc, 
Fell from his blifsful date of innocence.* 
Prodrate, he lod his God, his life, his crown. 
From all his glory tumbled headlong down ; 
Plung'd in a deep abyfs of fm and wo. 
Where, void of heart to will, or hand to do, 
For 's own relief he can't command a thought) 
The total fum of what he can is nought. 

• Gai.iii. X— ^ 
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He's able only now t* increafe his thrall ; 

He can deftroy himfelf, and that is all. 

But can the hellifh brat Heav'n's law fulfil, 

Whofe precepts high lurmount his ftrength and fkill ? 

Can filthy drofs produce a golden beam ? 

Or poifon'd fprings a falutif'rous ftream ? 

Can carnal minds, fierce enmity's wide maw. 

Be duly fubje<5t to the divine law ? 

Nay, now its direful threat* nings muft take place 

On all the difobedient human race. 

Who do by guilt Omnipotence provoke. 

Obnoxious ftand to his uplifted ftroke. 

They muft ingulph themlelves in endlefs woes. 

Who to the living God are deadly foes ; 

Vfho natively his holy will gainfay, 

Muft to his awful juftice fall a prey. 

In vain do mankind now expe<ft, in vain 

By legal deeds immortal life to gain : 

Nay, death is threaten' d, threats muft have their duc> 

Or fouls thai Jin mujl die^* as God is true. 

SECT. II. Redemption through Chrift. 

The fecond Adam, fov'reign Lord of all. 
Did, by his Father's authorifing call. 
From bofom of eternal love defcend, ' - 

To fave the guilty race that him offend ; . • 

To treat an everlafting peace witli thofe 
Who were and ever would have been his fbes. 
His errand, never ending life to give 
To them, whofe malice would not let him live ; 
To make a match wiih rebels, and efpoufe 
The brat which at his love her fpite avows. 
Himfelf he humbled to deprefs her pride. 
And make his mortal foe his loving bride. 
But, ere the marriage can be folemniz'd. 
All lets muft be remov'd, all parties pleas'd. 
Law righteoufiiefs requir'd, muft be procur'd. 
Law vengeance threaten' d^ muft be full endur'd, 

* £zck. xviii. 4. 
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Stern ju(Hce muft have credit by the match^ 
Sweet mercy by the heart the bride muft catch* 
Poor bankrupt ! all her debt muil firft be paidy 
Her former hufband in the grave be laid : 
Her prefent lover muft be at the coft. 
To fave and ranfom to the uttermoft ; 
If all thefe things this fuitor kind can doy 
Then he may win her, and her blefling too. 
Hard terms indeed ! while death's the firft demand ; 
But love isjlrong as deaths* and will not ftand 
To carry on the fuit, and make it good. 
Though at the deareft rate of wounds and blood. 
The burden's heavy, but the back is broad. 
The glorious lover is the mighty God.f 
Kind bowels yearning in th' eternal Son, 
He left his Father's court, his heav'nly throne t 
Afide he threw his moft divine array. 
And wrapt his Godhead in a veil of clay. 
Angelic armies, who in glory crown'd, 
With joyful harps his awful throne furround» 
Down to the cryftal frontier of the fky,t 
To fee the Saviour bom, did eager fly ; 
And ever fince behold with wonder frefh 
Their Sov'reign and our Saviour wrapt in fleflw 
Who in his garb did mighty love difplaya 
Refioiring what he never took away,^ 
To God his glory, to the law its due. 
To heav'n its honour, to the earth its hue,. 
To man a righteoufnefs divine, complete, 
A royal robe to fuit the nuptial rite. 
He in her favours, whom he lov'd fo well, 
At once did purchafe heav'n, and vanquifh helL 
Oh ! unexampled love ! fo vaft, fo ftrong, 
• So great, fo high, fo deep, fo broad, fo long I 
Can finite thought this ocean huge explore,. 
Unconfcious ofa bottom or a fliore ? 
His love admits no parallel ;. for why I 
At one great draught oflove he drsjok hell dry*^ 

* Song viii. 6. f If** i^ ^ t Luke ii. 9-*X4» 

S P&Ua Izix. 4. 
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No drop of wrathful gall he left behind ; 
No dreg to witnefs that he was imkinvl. 
The fword of awful juflice pierc'd his fide, 
That mercy thence might guih upon the bride. 
The meritorious labours of his life, 
And glorious conquefts of his dying ftrife ; 
Her debt of doing, fuiF'ring, both cancelPd, 
And broke the bars his lawful captive held. 
Down to the ground the hellifh hoft he threw. 
Then mounting high the trump of triumph blew, 
Attended with a bright feraphic band, 
Sat down enthron'd fublime on God's right hand ; 
Where glorious choirs their various harps employ* 
To found his praifes with confederate joy. 
There he, the bride's ftrong interceffor, fits, 
And thence the blefEng of his blood tranfmits* 
Sprinkling all o'er the flaming throne of God* 
Pleads for her pardon his atoning blood ; 
Sends down his holy co-eternal Dove, 
To fhew the wonders of incarnate love. 
To woo and win the bride's reluctant heart* 
And pierce it with this kinkly killing dart ; 
By gofpel light to manifeil that now 
She has no further with the law to do ; 
That her new Lord has loos'd the fed'ial tie* 
That once hard bound her, or to do or die ; 
That precepts, threats, no fingle mite can crave. 
Thus for her former fpoufe he digg'd a grave ; 
The law fail to his crofs did nail and pin, "> 

Then bury'd the defun^ his tomb within, > 

That he the lonely widow to himfelf might win. j 

SECT. ni. Man's Legal Dlfpofition. 

But, after all, the bride's fo mal-content* "1 
No argument, fave pow'r, is prevalent > 

To bow her will, and gain her heart's confent. J 
The glorious Prince's luit fhe diikpproves. 
The law, her old primordial hufband* lovei ; 
Hopeful in its embraces life to have. 
Though dead and bury'd in her fuitor's grave ; 
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Unable to give life, as once befof e ; 

Unfit to be a hufband any more. 

Yet proudly fhe the new addrefs difdainty 

And all the bleft Redeemer's love and pains ; 

Thoueh now his head, that cruel thorns did wotind^. 

Is with immortal glory circled round ; 

Archangels at his awful footftool bow. 

And drawing love Ats fmiling on his brow. 

Though down he fends in gofpel tidings good 

Epiftles of his love, figu'd with his blood $ 

Yet lordly fhe the royal fuit rejefts. 

Eternal life by legal works affedts $ 

In vain the living feeh among the deady* 

Sues quick'ning comforts in a killing head. 

Her dead and bury'd hufband has her hearty 

Which can nor death remove, nor life impart. 

Thus all-revolting Adam's blinded race 

In their firft fpoufe their hope and comfort place. 

They natively exped, if guilt them prefs. 

Salvation by a home bred righteoufnefs : 

They look for favour in Jehovah's eyes, 

By careful doing all that in them lies. 

*Tis ftill their primary attempt to draw 

Their life and comfort from the vet'ran law ( 

They flee not to the hope the gofpel gives ; "| 

To trull a promife bare, their minds aggrieves, v 

Which judge the man that doety the man that Uva, \ 

As native as they draw their vital breath. 

Their fond recourfe is to the legal path, 

* Why,' fays old nature, in law wedded man, 

* Won't Heav'n be pleas'd, if I do all I can ? 

* If I conform my walk to nature's light, 

* And ftrive, intent to pradlife what is right, 

* Thus won't I by the God of heav'n be blefs'd, 

* And win his favour, if I do my beft ? 

* Good God ! (he cries) when prefs'd with debt and thrsdV- 

* Have patience with me^ and PU pay thee aIL'§ 
Upon their «//, their be/i, they're fondly mad, 
Though yet-their oil is naught, their hefi is bad. 

* Luke zxvi. 5. S Matth. xriiL 96. 
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Proud man his can-^s mightily exalts^ 

Yet are his brighteft works but fplendid faults. 

A {inner may have (hews of good» but ftill 

The beft he can, ev'n at his beft, is ill. 

Can heav'n or divine favour e'er be won 

By thofe that are a mafs of hell and fm ? 

The righteous law does num'rous woes denounce 

Againu the wretched foul that fails but once : 

^^at heaps of curfes on their heads it rears. 

That have am^fs'd the guilt of num'rous years I 



5ECT. IV. Man's firia attachment to legal Temut or t§ 

the law as a condition ofRfe* 

Say, on what terms then Heav'n appeas'4 will be ? ' 
Why, Cure ferfeSion is the lead degree. 
Yea, more, fall fatisfaSion muft be giv'n 
For trefpafs done againft the laws of Heav'n. 
Thefe are the terms : what mortal back fo broad^ 
But mud for ever fink beneath the load ? 
A ranfom mud be found, or die they mud» 
Sure, ev'n as judice infinite is jud. 
But, lays the legal, proud, felf-righteous heart. 
Which cannot with her ancient confort part, 

* What ! won't the goodnefs of the God of heav*n, 

* Admit of fmalls, when greater can't be given ? 

* He knows our fall diminifh'd all our funds, 

* Won't he accept of pennies now for pounds ? 

* Sincere endeavours for perfe(5Uon take, 

« Or terms more podible for mankind make ?* 
Ah ! poor divinity, and jargon loofe ; 
Such hay and draw will never build the houie. 
Midake not here, proud mortal, don't midake, 
God changes not, nor other terms will make. 
Will divine faithfulnefs itfelf deny, 
Vi^hich fwore folemnly, Man (hall Jo^ or die 
Will God mod true extend to us, forfooth* 
His goodnefs, to the damage of his truth ? 
Will fpotlefs holinefs be baffled thus ? 
Or awful judice be unjud fo** us? 
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Shall faitlifiilnefs be fakhlefs for our fake, 
And he his threats, as we his precepts break ? 
Will our great Creator deny himfelf ; 
And for fall payment take our filthy pelf? 
Difpenfe with juftice, to let mercy vent ? 
And (lain his royal crown with 'minilh'd rent ? 
Unwortliy thought ! O let no mortal clod 
Hold fuch bafe notions of a glonous God. 
Heaven's holy cov'nant, made for human race, 
Confifts, or whole of works or whole of grace. 
If works will take the field, then works muft be 
For ever perfcwt to the laft degree : 
Will God difpenfe with lefs ? Nay, fure he won't 
With ragged toll his royal law affi-ont. 
Can rags, that Sinai flames will foon difpatch. 
E'er prove the fiery law's adequate match ? 
Vain man mud be divorc'd, and choofe to take 
Another hufoand, or a burning lake. 

AVe find the divine volume no where teach 
New legal terms within our mortal reach. 
Some make, though in the facred page unknown. 
Sincerity aifume perfcShn^s throne ; 
But who will boaft this bafe ufurper's fway. 
Save minifters of dartnefs, that difpluy 
Invented night, to ftifle fcripture day ? 
The nat'ralift's fincerity is naught. 
That of the gracious is divinely taught ; 
Which leaching ke3ps their graces, if fincere. 
Within the limits of the gofpel fphere. 
Where, vaunting, none created graces fing. 
Nor boaft of ftreams, but of the Lord the fpring. 
Sincerity's the foul of ev'ry grace. 
The quality of all the ranfom'd race, 
Of promis'd favour 'tis a firuit, a claufe ; 
But no procuring term, no moving caufe. 

How unadvis'd the legal mind confounds 
The marks of divine favour with the grounds. 
And qualities of covenanted friends 
With the condition of the cov'nant blends ? 
Thus holding gofpel truths with legal arms, 
Millakes new covea^xit fruiu for federal terms, 
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The joyful found no change of terms allows. 

But change of perfons, or another fpoufe. 

The nature fame that fum'd muft do or dit ; 

No milder terms in gofpel oflfers lie. 

For grace no other law abatement (hews. 

But how law debtors may reftore its dues ; 

Rellore, yea, through a Surety in their place, 

With double int'reft, and a better grace. 

Here we of no new terms of life ai e told. 

But of a hufband to fulfil the old ; 

With him alone by faith we're call'd to wed. 

And let no rival * bruik the marriage bed. [* Enjoy, 



SECT. V. Men't vein attempt to feeh Life by ChrlJPs 
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But ftill the bride relu^ant difallows 
The junior fuit, and hugs the fenior fpoufe. 
Such the old felfifh folly of her mind. 
So bent to lick the duft, and grafp the wind, 
AUedeing works and duties of her own 
May tor her criminal offence atone ; 
She will her antic dirty robe provide. 
Which vain fte hopes will all pollutions hide. 
The filthy rags that faints away have flung, 
She, holding, wraps, and rolls herfelf In dung ; 
Thus maugre all the light the gofpel gives. 
Unto her nat'ral confort fondly cleaves. 
Though mercy fet the royal match in view. 
She's loth to bid her ancient mate adieu. 
When light of fcripture, reafon, common fenfe. 
Can hardly mortify her vain pretence 
To legal righteoufnefs ; yet if at lall 
Her confcience rous'd begins to ftand aghaft, 
Prefs'd with the dread of hell, fhe'U rafhly patch. 
And halve a bargain with the profer'd match ; 
In hopes his help, together with her own. 
Will turn to peaceful fmiles the wrathful frown. 
Through grace the rifmg Sun delightful fings. 
With full falvation in his golden wings, ^ 

D 
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And righteoufnefs complete ; the faithlefs foul^ 

Receiving half the light, reje<fls the ^hole ; 

Revolves th6 facred page, but reads purblind 

The gofpel meflage with the legal mind. 

Men dream their ftate, ah ! too, too /lightly view'd> 

Needs only be amended, not renew'd ; 

Sc<T?n to be wholly debtors unto grace. 

Hopeful their works may meliorate their cafe. 

They fancy prefent prayers, and future pains 

Will for their former failings make amends : 

To legal yokes they bow their fervile necks "1 

And, left foul's flips their falfe repofe perplex, > 

Think Jefus* merits make up all defe<5ls. j 

They patch his glorious robe with filthy rags. 

And burn but incenfe io their proper drags ^ 

Difdain to ufe his righteoufnefs alone. 

But as an aiding ftirr'p to mount their own 

Thus in Chrift's room his rival felf enthrone 

And vainly would, drefs'd up in legal trim, 

Divide falvation 'tween themfelves and him. 

But know, vain man, that to his fhare muft fall 

The glory of the wliole, or none at all. 

In him all *ujlfdoin*s hidden ireafures /fV,f 

And all the fulnefs of the Deity. % 

This ftorc alone, immenfe, and never fpent, 

Might^poor infdivent debtors well content ; 

But to hell-prifon juftly Heaven will doom 

Proud fools that on their petty ftock prefume. 

The fofteft couch that gilded nature knows. 

Can give the waken'd confcience no repofe. 

When God arraigns, what mortal power can (land 

Beneath the terror of his lifted hand ! 

Our fafety lies beyond the natural line. 

Beneath a purple covert all divine. 

Yet how is precious Chrift, the way, defpis'd. 

And high the way of life by doing priz'd ! 

But can its vot'ries all its levy fhaw ? 

They prize it moft who leafl its burden know : 

Who by the law in part would fave his foul. 

Becomes a debtor to fulfil the whole, § 
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Its prisoner he remains, and without bail, 

'Till every mite be paid ; and if he fail, 

(As fure he muft, fince, by our fmful breach, 

Perfe<5lion far fmmounts all moital reach,) 

Then curs'd for ever muft his foul remain : 

And all thsfolk of God mujlfa-jy AuhKJ^ 

Why, feeking that the law fhould help afiFbrd, 

In honouring the law, he flights its Lord, 

Who gave his law fulfilling righteoufnefs 

To be the naked finner's perfe<ft drefs. 

In which he might with fpotlefs beauty fhine 

Before the face of majefty divine : 

Yet, lo ! the /inner works with mighty pains 

A garment of his own to hide his llains ; 

Ungrateful, overlooks the gift of God, 

The robe wrought by his hand, dy'd in his blood* 

In vain the Son of God tliis web did weave, 
Could our vile rags I'ufficient fhelter give. 
In vain he ev'ry thread of it did draw. 
Could finners be o'er mantled by the law. 
Can men's falvation on tlieir works be built, 
Whofe faireft actions nothing are but guilt ? 
Or can the law fupprefs th' avenging flame. 
When now its only office is to damn ! 
Did life come by tiie law in part or whole ? 
Blefs'd Jefus dy'd in vain to fave a foul. 
Thofe then who life by legal means expe<^, 
To them is Chrift become of no effeQ ;f 
Becaufe their legal mixtures do in fadt 
Wifdom's grand projedl plainly counteradt. 
How clofe proud carnal reafonings combine. 
To fruftrate fov'reign grace's great defign ? 
Man's heart by nature weds the law alone, 
Nor will another paramour enthrone. 

True, many feem by courfe of life profane. 
No favour for the law to entertain : 
But break the bands, and caft the cords away. 
That would their raging Infls and paflions ftay* 
Yet ev'n this reigning madnefs may declare, 

*• DcuL jxTi5. a6. t G^* ii- ^i, v, i^ \.. 
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How ftriflly wedded to the law they are ; 
For now (however rich they feem'd before) 
Hopelefs to pay law debt, diey give it o'er, [more. 
Like defp'rate debtors mad, iVill run themfelves in 
Defpaii of fiiccefs fhews their ftrong defires. 
Till legal hopes are parch'd witJi luflful fires. 

* Let's give, fay they, our lawlefs will free fcope, 

* And live at random, for thnr is «? ^o^,\ 

The law, that can't them help, they ftab with hate, 
Yet fcom to beg, or court another mate. 
Here lufts moft oppofite their hearts divide. 
Their beaftly paflion and their bankrupt pride. 
In paflion they their native mate deface, 
In pride difdain to be obliged to grace. 
Hence plainly as a rule 'gainft law they live. 
Yet clofely to it as a cov'nant cleave. 
Thus legal pride lies hid beneath the patch. 
And ilrong averfion to the gofpel match. 

CHAP. IL 

The manner of a finner's divorce from the law 
in a work of humiliation, and of his marriage 
to the Lord Jefus Chrift ; or the way how a 
finner comes to be a believer. 

SECT. I. 0/ a Law IVork^ and the werlings of kgai 

frlde under it. 

OO proud's the bride, fo bftckwardly difpos'd ; 
How then fhall e'er the happy match be clos'd ? 
Kind grace the tumults of her heart muft quell, 
And draw her heav'n-ward by the gates or hell. 
The Bridegroom's Father makes, by 's holy Spirit, 
His ftem command with her ftiff confcience meet ; 
To dafh her pride, and fhew her utmoft need, 
Purfues for double debt with awful dread. 

t Jcr. xVdi. la. 
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He makes her former hufband's frightly ghoft 

Appear and damn her, as a hanhfupt loft ; 

With curfes, threats, and Sinai tliunder claps. 

Her lofty tow'r of legal boafting faps. 

Thefe humbling ftorms, in high or low degrees,, 

Heav'n's Majefty will meafiire as he pleafe ; 

But ftili he makes tlie fiery law at leaft 

Pronounce its awful fentence in her breaft,. 

Till through the law* convi<5l of being loft. 

She hopelefs to the kiw gives up the ghoft : 

Which now in rigour comes full debt to craye 

And in clofe prhoa caft ; but not to fave. 

For now 'ris weak, and can't (tlirough our default )= 

Its greateft votaries to life exalt :. 

But well it can. command with fire and flame, 

And to the loweft pit of niin damn. 

Thus doth it, by commifiion from above. 

Deal with the biide, when Heav'n would court her. lo' 

Lo ! now Ihfi ftartles.at tlie Sinai trump, 

Which throws her foul into a difmal dump, 

Confcious anodier huiband (he muft have, 

Elfe die for ever in deftrudion's grave. 

While in convi<5i:ion''s jail flie's.thus inclos'd^ 

Glad news are heard, the royal Mate's proposed*. 

And now the fcornful bride's inverted Itir 

Is racking fear, he looms to match witli her.. 

She dreads hLs fury, and dofpairs that he 

Will ever wed fo vile a wretch as Ihe. 

And here the legal humour ftirs agaiiv 

To her prodigious lofs, and grievous pain :. 

For when the Prince prefents himfelf to he 

Her hufband, then flie deems : Ah ! is not he 

Too fair a match for fuch a fildiy bride ? 

Unconfcious that the thought bewrays her pride,. 

Ev*n pri(|e of merit, pride of righteoufnefs, 

Expedling Heav'n Ihould love her for her drefs ;. 

Unmindful how the fall her face did ftain. 

And made her but a black unlovely fwain ;. 

Her whole primeval beauty quite defac'd,. 

* GaL ii. 191. 
D 2 
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And to the rank of fiends her form debas'd j 
Wiihout disfigur'd, and defil'd within. 
Incapable of any thing but fin. 
Heav'n courts not any for their comely face. 
But for the glonous praife of fov'reign grace 
Elfe ne'er had courted one of Adam's race, 
Which all as children of corruption be 
Heirs rightful of immortal mifery. 
Yet here die bride employs her foolifh wit. 
For this bright match her ugly form to fit ; 
To daub her features o'er with legal paintt 
That with a grace fhe may herfelf prefent. 
Hopeful the Prince with credit might her wed, 
If once fome comely qualities fhe had. 
In humble pride, her haughty fpirit flags ; 
She cannot think of coming all in rags. 
Were (he a humble, faithful penitent. 
She dreams he'd then contract with full content. 
Bafe varlet ! think fhe'd be a match for him, 
Did fhe but deck herfelf in handfome trim. 
Ah ! foolifh thoughts ! in legal deeps that plod. 
Ah ! forry notions of a fov'reign God ! 
Will God expofe his great, his glorious Son, 
For our vile baggage to be fold and won ? 
Should finfiil modetty the match decline, 
Until its garb be brifk and fuperfine ; 
Alas ! when fhould we fee tlie marriage day ? 
The happy bargain muft flee up for ay. 
Prefumptuous fouls m furly modefty, 
Half faviours themfelves would fondly be, 
Then, hopeful th' other half their due will fall, 
Bifdain to be in Jefus' debt for all. 
Vainly the firfl would wafh themfelves, and then 
Addrefs the fountain to be wafh'd more clean 
Firfl heal themfelves, and then exped the balm : 
Ah Tmany flightly cure their fudden qnalm. 
They heal their confcience with a tear of pray'r ; 
And feek no other Chrifl, but perifh there. 
O finner ! fearch the houfe, and fee the thief 
That fpoils thy Saviour's crown, thy foul's relief. 
The hid, but heinous fin of \ixvbeUef. 
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Who can po/Tefs a quality that's good, 

Till (irft he come to Jefus' cleanfing blood ? 

The pow'r that draws the bride, will alfo fliew 

Unto her by the way her hellifli hue, 

As void of ev'iy virtue to commend, 

And full of ev'ry vice that will offend, 

'Till fov'reign grace the fullen bride fhall catchi 

She'll never fit herfelf for fiich a match. 

Moft qualify'd they are in heav'n to dwell. 

Who iee themfelves moft qualify'd for hell ; 

And, ere the bride can drink falvation's cup, 

Kind Heav'n muft reach to hell and lift her up : 

For no decorum e'er about her found. 

Is flie belov'd ; but on a nobler ground. 

Jehovah's love is like his nature free. 

Nor muft his creature challenge his decree ; 

But low at fov'reign grace's footftool creep. 

Whole ways are fearchlefs, and his judgments deep. 

Yet Grace's luit meets with refiftance rude 

From haughty fouls ; for lake of innate good 

To recommend them. Thus the back%vard bride 

Affronts her fuitor with her modeft pride. 

Black hatred for his offer'd love repays, 

Pride under ma(k of modefty difplays : 

In part would fave herfelf; hence fancy foul ! 

Reje*5ls the matchlefs Mate would fave in whole. 

SECT. II. Convi8ton of Sin and Wrath^ carried on more 
deeply and ejffeStually on the Heart, 

So proudly forward is the bride, and now 
Stem Heav'n begins to ftare with cloudier brow ; 
Law curfes come with more condemning pow'r 
To fcorch her confcience with a fiery ftiow'r. 
And more refulgent fiafhes darted in ; 
For by the law the knowledge is ofjtn.^ 
Black Sinai thund'ring louder than before, 
Does awful in her lofty bofom roar. 
Heav'n's furious ftorms now rife from ev'ry airfh,f 
In ways more terrible tojbahe the earthy 

* Rom. ill. aa t Wind, or q]aaner. ^\Sa^iSu vi^-vv 
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2Vi Laii^htirrfs cf men befunh thereby ^ 

Thai ChriJ} alor.c may be exalieel high. 

Now ft.ible eartii iieems from her centre toft,. 

And lol'tv mountains in the ocean loft. 

IlciiJ rocks of flint and haughty hills of pride,. 

Are torn in pieces by the roaring tide. 

Each flafli of new convitft Ion's lucid rays 

Heart-errors, undifccmed till now, difplays : 

Wrath's maify cloud upon the confcience breaks. 

And thus menacing Heaven, in thunder fpeaks ; 

* Black wretch, thou madly undei; foot hall trod 

* 111' autliority of a commanding God ; 
*^Thou, like tliy kindred that in Adam fell, 

* Art but a law-reverfing lump of hell, 

* And there by law luid juftice dccm'd to dwell. 
Now, now, the daunted bride her ft ate bewails, 
And downward furls her felf-cxaltini; fails ; 
With pungent fear, and piercing terror brought 
To mortify her lofty legal thou;:ljt. 

Why, th^' covimamlnier.t comcjyjm h iwlv^df* 

That lay fo Iiid, while to the law fae liv'd;. 

Ii^finitc majefly in God is feen ; 

And infinite malignity in iln ; 

That to its expiation mull amount 

A facrifice of infinite account. 

Juftice its dire feverity difplays,. 

The law its vaft dimenfions open lays. 

She fees for this broilQ ftimdard nothing meet, 

Save a?i obedience finleis and complete. 

Her cobweb righteoufncfs, once in renown, 

Is with a liappy vengeance now fwept down. 

She who of daily faults could once but prate,. 

Sees now her fiilful, miferable ftate. 

Her heart, where once flie thought fome good to dwell. 

The devil's cab'net filled w^ith tiafti of heS. 

Her boalled feature now unmafked bare. 

Her vaunted hopes are plunged in deep defpair. 

Her haunted fhelter-houfe in bypaft years 

Comes timibling down about her frighted ears. 

• Rom. vii. 9. 
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Her former rotten faith, love, penitence^ 

She fees a bowing nvalU ond tottering fence. 

Excellencies of thought, and word, and deed. 

All fwimming, drowning in a fea of dread. 

Her' beauty now deformity fhtf deems. 

Her heart much blacker than the devil's feems ; 

With ready lips Ihe can herfelf declare 

The vileft ever breatli'.d in vital air. 

Her former hopes, as refuges of lies. 

Are fwept away> and all her boailmg dies. 

She once imagined Heaven would be unjnft 

To damn fo many lumps of human duft, 

Form'd by himfelf ; but now ihe owns it true, 

Damnation furely is the finner's due : 

Yea, now applauds die law's juft doom fo well, 

That juftly (he condemns herfell' to hell ; 

Does herein divine equity acquit, 

Herfelf adjudging to the loweft pit. 

Her language, * Oh ! if God condemn, I muB: 

* From bottom of my foul declare him juft, 

* But if his great falvation me embrace, 

* How loudly will I fing furprifing grace ! 

* If from the pit he to the throne me raife> 

* I'll rival angels in his endlefs praifc. 

* If, hell-deferving, me to heaven he bring, 

* No heart {o glad, no tongue fo loud (hall fing. 

* If wifdom has not laid the faving plan, 

* I notliing have to claim, I nothing can. 

* My works but (in, my merit death I fee ; 

* Oh ! mercy, mercy, mercy ! pity me.* 
Thus all felf-juftifying pleas are dropped, 
Moft guilty (he becomes, her mouth is ftopp'd. 
Pungent remorfe does her paft conduct blame. 
And flufh her confctous cheek wich {pnreading fhame. 
Her felf-conceited heart is ielf-convLfl, 

With barbed anxywv of compun6bion pricked : 
Wonders how juftice fpares her rital breath. 
How patient Heaven adjourns the day of wrath ; 
How pliant earth does not with open jaws 
Devour her, Korah-like, for equal caufe ; 
Mow yawning hell, that gapes for fucU «. ^tt^v 
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Is fruftrate with a further hour's delay. 
She that could once her mighty works exalte 
And boaft devotion fram'd without a fault. 
Extol her nat'ral powers, is now brought down# 
Her former madnefs, norther powers, to own. 
Her prefent beggar'd ftate, moft void of grace» 
Unable even to wail her woful cafe, 
Quite powerlefs to believe, repent, or pray ; 
Thus pride of duties flies and dies away. 
She, like a harden' (f wretch, a ftupid flone. 
Lies in the duft, and cries. Undone, undone*. 

SECT. III. The deeply humhled foul reUevcd with fimf 
faving difcoverles of Cbr'tft the Redeemer* 

When thus the wounded brtde perceives full welV 
Herfelf the vileft (inner out of hell. 
The blacked mcmftcr in the univcrfe ; 
Penfive, if clouds of wo fhall e'er difperfe ; 
When in her breaft Heaven's wrath fo fiercely glows,. 
^Twixt fear and guilt her bones have no repofe. 
When flowing billows of amazing dread 
Swell to a deluge o'er her iinking lu ad ; 
When nothing in her heart is found to dwell, 
But horrid atheifm, enmity, and hell ; 
When endlefs death and ruin feems at hand, 
And yet fhe cannot, for her foul, command 
J^ftgh to eafe it, or a gracious tJjfiughty 
Though heaven could at this petty rate be bought j 
When d.irknefs and confufion overcloud. 
And unto black defpair temptations crowd ; 
When wholly without ftrength to move or ftir,. 
And not a ftar by night appears to her : 
But flie, while to the brim her troubles flow. 
Stands, trembling, on the utmoft brink of woe. 

Ah ! weary cafe ! But, lo ! in this fad plight} 
The fun arifes with furprifmg light. 
The darkeft midnight is his ufual time 
Of riling, and appearing in his prime. 
To fhew the hills from whence falvallon fprings,. 
^ud chafe the gloomy (hade with golden wings. 
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The glorious hufband now unvails his face, 
And ihews ]x\s glory full of truth and grace :* 
Prefents unto the bride, in that dark hour, 
Himfelf a Saviour, both by price and po^er : 
A mighty Helper to redeem the loll. 
Relieve and ranfom to the uttermoft ;f 
To feek the vagrant iheep to deferts driven. 
And fave from loweft hell to higheft heaven. 
Her doleful cafe he fees, his bowels move, 
And make her time of need his time.of 10*08 ;J 
He fhews, to prove himfelf her mighty fhield. 
His name is Jesus, by his Father feal'd :J 
A name with attributes engrav'd within, 
To fave from ev'ry attribute of fin. 
With nvifdom fin's ^re^X. folly toexpofe. 
And rlghteoufnefs its chain of guilt to loofe, 
Sandtfication to fubdue xlsfwayy 
Redemption all its woful brood to flay. || 
Each golden letter of his glorious name 
Bears full deliverance both from fm and fliame. 
Yea, not privation bare from fm and wo. 
But thence all pofitive falvations flow, 
To make her ivifeyjujly holy^ happy too. 
He now appears a match exadlly meet 
To make lier ev'ry way in him complete^ 
In whom the fulnefs of the Godhead dwells ^^ 
That flie may boaft in him, and nothing elfe. 
In gofpel lines flie now perceives the dawn 
Of Jefas' love, with bloody pencil drawn ; 
How God in him is infinitely pleas'd, 
And Heav'n avenging fury wholly appeas'd : 
Law precepts magnify'd by her belov'd. 
And ev'ry let to flop the match remov'd. 
Now in her view her prifon gates break ope. 
Wide to the wall flies up the door of hope ; 
And now fhe fees with pleafure unexprefs'd. 
For fhatter'd barks a happy fhore of refl. 

♦ John i. 14. f Heb. vii. %$, \ Ezck. xvi. 6, 8. 

5 Matth. I. ai. | x Cor. i. la 5 Col. ii. 9, 10. 
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SECT. IV. Thfi working of the Spirit of Faiih^ m fefarat- 
ing tlie heart from all fAfrighteoufnefi^ and drawing out 
its confcnt tOp and defire after Chrt/i alone and iuholIy» 



The bride at Sinai little underftood 
How thcfe law humblings were deiigii'd for goodf 
T' enliance the value of her Hufband's blood. 
The tow'r of tott'ring pride thus batter'd down» 
Makes way for ChriS alone to wear the crowiu 
Con virion's arrows pierc'd her heart, that fo 
The blood from his pierc'd heart, to her's might flow, 
The law's (harp ploueh tears up the fallow ground* 
Where not a grain of grace was to be found. 
Till ftraight perhaps behind the plough is fown 
The hidden feed of faith, as yet unknown. 
Hence now the once reluflant bride's inclined 
To give the gofpel an affenting mind^ 
Difpos'd to take, woulcTgrace tlie pow'r impart* 
Heav'n's offer with a free c.nfnUvg heart. 
His Spirit in the gofpel chariot rides, "> 

And fliews his loving heart to draw the bride's ; > 
Though oft in clouds hia drawing pow'r he hides, j 
His love in gracious offers to her bears, 
In kindly anfwers to her doubts and fears $ 
Refolving all objeiflions more or lefs 
From former fms, or prefent wortlilelTnefs. 
Perfuades her mind of 's conjugal confent. 
And then impow'rs her heart to fay. Content. 
Content to be divorced from the law. 
No more the yoke of legal terms to draw ; 
Content tliat he diffolve the former match, 
And to himfelf alone her heart attach ; 
Content to join with Chrift at any rate, 
And wed him as her everlafling mate ; 
Content that he fhould ever wear the bays, 
And of her whole falvation have the praife ; 
Content that he fhould rife, though (he fhould fall. 
And to be notliing, that he may be all ; 
Content that he, becaufe fhe nought could do, 
Dojor her all her work, and in her too. 
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Here flie a peremptory mind difplays. 
That he do all the work, get all the praife. 
And now (he ir^ which ne'er till now took place. 
Content entirely to be fav'd by grace. 
She owns that her damnation juft would be. 
And therefore her falvation muft be free z 
That nothing bemg her's but £n and darali» 
She muft be debtor unto grace for all. 

Hence comes iQie to him in her naked cafei 
To be inverted with his righteoiffnefs^ 
She comes, as guilty ^ to a pardon fro©^ 
As vile ^T\d fifhy, to a cleanfing fea : 
As poor and empty, to the richeft ftock ; 
As weak and feeble, to die ftrongeft rock : 
As perifhing, unto a fhield from thrall ; 
As worfe than nothing, to an all in all. 
She, as a blinded mole, an ign'rant fool. 
Comes for inftrudlion to the Prophet's fchool. 
She, with a hell deferving confcious breaft. 
Flies for atonement to the worthy Priefi. 
She as a flave to fin and Satan, wings 
Her Bight for help unto the HCing ofkings. 
She all her maladies and plagues brings forth 
To this Phyfician of eternal worth. 
She fpreads before his throne her filthy fore ; 
And lays her broken bones down at his door. 
No mite (he has to buy a crumb of blifs, 
And therefore comes mapov'rifh'd as fhe is. 
But fin and Satan, of all good bereft. 
Comes e'en as bare as they her foul have left. 
To fenfe, as free of holinefs within. 
As Chrifl, the fpotlefs Lamb, was free of fm. 
She comes by faith, true ; but it fhews her want, 
And brings her as a finner, not a laint ; 
A WFCtched finner, flying for her good 
To juftifying, fandHfying blood. 
Strong faith no flrength, nor pow'r of adting, vaunts. 
But ads in fenfe of weaknefs and of wants. 
Drain'd now of ev'ry thing that men may call 1 
Terms and conditions of relief from thtall, I > 
Except this one, that Jefus be her all/ \ 

E 
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When to die bride he gives efpoufing faith. 
It finds her under fin» and guilt» and wrath» 
And makes her as a plagued wretch to &11 
At Jefus' footftool for the cure of all. 
Her whole falvation now in him fhe feeks. 
And mufmg thus perhaps in fecret (peaks : 

* Lo ! allmy burdens may in him be eas'd ; 

* The juftice I ofiended he has pleas'd ; 

* The blifs .that I have forfeit he procured ; 

* The curfe that I deferved he endur'd ; 

* The law that 1 have broken he obeyed ; 

* The (febt that I contraded he has paid : 

* And though a match unfit for him I be, 

* I find him ev'ry way moft fit for me. 

* Sweet Lordy I think, would thou thyfelf impart» 
■* I'd welcome thee with open hand and heart. 

* But thou that fav'ft by price, muft fave by pow*r ; 

* O fend thy Spirit in a fiery fhow'r, 

* This cold and frozen heart of mine to thaw» 

* That nought, fave cords of burning love, can drawu 

* O draw me, Lord, then will I run to thee, 

* And glad into tliy glowing bofom flee. 

* I own myfelf a mafs of fin and hell, 

* A brat that can do nothing but rebel : 

* But didft thou not, as facred pages fhew,* 

* When rifing up to fpoil the hellifii crew, 

* That had by thoufands, finners captive made, 

* And hadft in conqu'ring chains them captive led» 

* Get donatives, not for diy proper gain, 

* But royal bounties for rebellious men, 

* Gifts, graces, and the Spirit without bounds, 

* For God's new houfe with man on firmer grounds ? 

* O then let me a rebel now come fpeed, 

* Thy holy Spirit is the gift I need. 

* His precious graces too, the glorious grant, 

* Thou kindly promised, and I greatly want. 

* Thou art exalted to the higheft place, ' 

* To give repentance forthy and evWy grace,\ 

* PfiOm vfm. i8. f AOs v. 3,1. 
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* O giver ^ffpiritual life and breath, 

* The aui/jor and thefni/her c£ faith jj 

* Thou hufband-like muft ev'ry thing providei 

* If e'er the like of me become thy bride,* 

SECT. V. Fatties view of the Freedom of GrdCe^ eorJlai 
renunciation of all its own ragged righteoufnefsy and formal 
acceptance of and clojing with the perfon of glorious Cbrtft^ 

The bride with open eyes, that once were dimj 
Sees now her whole falvation lies in him ; 
The Prince, who is not in difpenfing nice> 
But freely gives without her pains or price. 
This magnifies the wonder in her eye. 
Who not a farthing has wherewith to buy ; 
For now her humbled mind can difavow 
Her boafted beauty and afluming brow % 
With confcious eye difcern her emptinefs> 
With candid lips her poverty confefs. 

* O glory to die Lord, that grace is free, 

* Elfe never would it light on guilty me, 

* I nothing have with me to be its price, 

' But hellifh blacknefs, enmity, and vice.*^ 
In former times fhe durft preiuming come 
To grace's market with a petty funv 
Of duties, prayers, tears, a boaiied fety 
Expeding Heav'n would thus be in her debt. 
Thefe were the price ; at leaft fhe did fuppofe 
She'd be the welcomer becaufe of thofe : 
But now fhe fees the vilenefs of her vogue. 
The dxm^ that clofe doth ev'ry duty clog ; 
The fin that doth her holinefs reprove. 
The enmity that clofe attends her love 5 
The great heart hardnefs of her penitence, 
The Itupid dulnefs of her vaunted fenfe ; 
The unbelief of former blazed faith. 
The utter nothingnefs of all Ihe halh. 
The blacknefs of her beauty fhe can fee. 
The pompous pride of flrain'd humility, 

\ Hcb. xii. ft. 
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The naughtinefs of all her tears and pray'rs, 
And now renounces all as worthlefs wares ; 
And finding nothing to commend herfelf, 
But what might damn her, her embezzled pelf: 
At fov'reign Grace's feet doth proftrate fall, 
Content t» be in Jeftts' debt for all. 
Her noifed virtues vanffk out of fight, 
As ftarry tapers at meridian light ; 
While fweetly, humbly, (he beholds at length 
Chrift, as her only righteoufnefs and flrength. 
He with the view throws down his loving dart, 
Impreft with power into her tender heart. 
The deeper that the law's fierce dart was thrown. 
The deeper now the dart of love goes down : 
Hence, fweetly pain'd, her cries to heav'n do flee ; 
O none but Jefus, none but Chrift for me : 
O glorious Chrift, O beauty, beauty rare. 
Ten thoufand thoufand heavens are not fo fair. 
In him at once all beauties meet and ihine, 
The white and ruddy, human and divine. 
As in his low, he's in his high abode, 
The brighteft image of the unfeen God.* 
How juftly do the harpers fing above. 
His doing, dying, rifing, reigning love ! 
How juftly does he, when his work is done, 
Poflefs the centre of his Father's throne ? 
How juftly does his awful throne before 
Seraphic armies proftrate him adore, 
That's both by nature and donation crown'd. 
With all the grandeur of the Godhead round ? 

* But wilt .thou, Lord, in very deed come dwell 
With me, that was a burning brand of hell ? 
With me fo juftly reckoned worfe and lefs 
Than infed, mite, or atom can exprefs ? 
Wilt thou debafe thy high imperial form, 
To match with fuch a mortal, crawling worm ? 
Yea, fure thine errand to our earthly coaft, 
Was in deep love to feck andfave ihc lofi ;\ 
And fince thou deign'ft the like of me to wed, 

* Hch. I J. t ^'"^^ ^*^ ^o« 
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* O come and make my heart thy marriage bed. 

* Fair Jefus, wilt thou marry filthy me ? 

* x^men, amen, amen ; fo let it be. 

CHAP. IIL 

The Fruits of the Believer's Marriage with 
Chrift, particularly gofpel holinefs, and obe- 
dience to the law as a rule. 

SECT. I. The Jkveet folemnlty of the Marriage now over^ 
and the fad EffeSs of the remains of a legal Spirit* 

i. HE match is made, with little din ^tis done>. 
But with great power, unequal prizes won. 
The Lamb has fairly won his worthlefs bride ; 
She her great Lord, and all his (tore befide. 
He made the pooreft bargain, thou mod wife ;. 
And fhe, the fool, has won tlie worthy prize. 

Deep floods of everlafting love and grace, 
That under ground ran an eternal fpace. 
Now rife aloft 'hove banks of fin and hell. 
And o'er the tops of mafTy mountains fwell. 
In ftreams of blood are towers of guilt o'erflown^, 
Down with the rapid purple current thrown. 

The bride now as her all can Jefus own. 
And proftrate at his footftool caft her crownj. 
Difclaiming all her former groundlefs hope, 
While in the dark her foul did weary grope. 
Down tumble all the hiUs of felf-conceit. 
In him alone fhe fees herfelf complete ; 
Does his fair perfon with fond arms embrace^ 
And all her hopes on his full merit place ; ^ 

Dtfcard her former mate, and henceforth dravl^ 
No hope, no expe<5tation from the law. 

Though thus her new created nature foars. 
And lives aloft on Jefus* heavenly (lores ; 
Yet apt to ftray, her old adult'rous heart 
Oft takes her old renounced hufbaad's ^jsxVv. 

E 2 



1 



1 



i4 GOSPEL SONNFTS. Paet L 

A Ic^A ccv'iiant is fo deep ingrainM, 

I' pen the human nature, laps'd and ilain'd, 

That, till her ipirit mount the pureft clime, 

iSJie's never totally divorc'd in time. 

Hid in her corrupt part's proud bofom lurks 

Some hope of life flill by the law of works. 

Hence flow the following evils moFC or lefs ; 
Prefieiriug oft her partial holy drefs, 
Before her Huiband's perfeft righteoufnefs. 

Hence joying more in grace already given 
Than in her Head and ftock that's all in heaven. 
Hence grieving more the want of frames and grace* 
Than of himfelf the fpring of all folace. 

Hence guilt her foul imprifons, lufts prevail, 
While to the law her rents infolvent fail, 
And yet her faithlefs heart rejects her hufband's bail. 

Hence foul diforders rife, and racking fears, 
Wliile doubtful of his clearing paft arrears ; 
Vain dreaming, fmce her own obedience fails. 
His likewife little for her help avails. 

Hence duties are a tafk, while all in view 
Is heavy yokes of laws, or old or new : 
Whereas, were once her legal bias broke, 
She'd find her Lord's commands an eafy yoke. 
No galling precepts on her neck he lays, 
Nor any debt demands, fave what he pays 
By promis'd aid ; but, lo ! the grievous law. 
Demanding brick, won't aid her with a ftraw. 

Hence alfo fretful, grudging, difcontent, 
Crav'd by the law, finding her treafure fpent, 
And doubting if her Lord will pay the rent. 
Hence pride of duties too does often fwell, 
Prefuming Ihe perform'd fo very well. 

Hence pride of graces and inherent worth 
Springs from her corrupt legal bias forth ; 
And boafting more a prefent withering frame. 
Than her exalted Lord's unfading name. 

Hence many falls and plunges in the mire, 
As many new converfions do require : 
Becaufe her faithlefs heart fad follies breed, 
MacA lewd departure from her Uvmg Heaid, 
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Who, to reproTC her aggrAvated crimes. 
Leaves her abandoned to herfelf at times ; 
That, falling into friehtful deeps, fhe may 
From fad experience learn more ftrefs to lay. 
Not on her native efforts, but at length 
On Chrift alone, her righteoufnefs and ilrength : 
Confcious, while in her vtrorks (he feeks repofe. 
Her leg;il fpirit breeds her many woes. 
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SECT. II. Fdih^s w^oriu over ftn and Safan^ thr§ugk 
new and farther dlfcoveries of Chrtfif makimg BelUvers 
more fruitful in boUneft than all other pretender* to works* 

The gofpel path leads heaven ward ; hence the fray, 
Hell's powers Hill pufli the bride the legal way. 
So hot. the war, her life's a troubled flood, 
A Held of battle, and a i'cene uf blood. 
But he that once commenc'd the work in her, 
Whofe working fingers drop the fweeteft myrrh, 
"Will ftill advance it by alluring force. 
And, from her ancient mate, more clean divorce : 
Since 'tis her antiquated fpoufe the law. 
The ftrength of fin and hell did on her draw. 
Piece-meal (he finds hell's mighty force abate. 
By new recruits from her almighty Mate. 
Frefh armour fent from Grace's magazine. 
Makes her proclaim eternal war with fin. 
The Ihield of faith, dipt in the Surety's blood. 
Drowns fiery darts, as in a crimfon flood. 
The Captain's ruddy banner, lifted high, 
Makes hell retire, and all the furies fly. 
Yea, of his glory every recent glance 
Makes fin decay, and holin^s advance. 
In kindnefs theifefore does her heav'nly Lord 
Renew'd difcov'ries of his love a£Ford, 
That her enamour'd foul may, ivith the view. 
Be cad into his holy mould atiew : 
For wheh-'he manifefts his glorious grace. 
The charming favour of bis fmiling fiic% 
Into his image fair transforms her Ibol,* 

* % Cor. liL tS. 
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And wafts her upwards to the heav'iily pole, 

From glory unto glory by degrees, 

Till vifion and fruition ihall fuRice. 

And thus in holy beauty Jefus' bride 

Shines far beyond the painted fons of pride. 

Vain merit vouchers, and their fubtle apes. 

In all their moll reiin'd, delufive Ibapes. 

No lawful child is ere the marriage bom ; 

Though therefore virtues feign'd iheir life adoriu 

The fruit they bear is but a Ipurious brood. 

Before this happy marriage be made good. 

And 'tis not ftrange ; {ovy from a corrupt tree 

l^o fruit divinely good prodiic^ d can hey\ 

But, lo ! the bride, graft in the living Root, 

Brings foith moft precious aromatic fruit. 

When her new heart and her new Hufband meet>. 

Her fruitful womb is like a heap of wheat, 

Befet with fragrant lillies round about,t "J 

All divine graces, in a comely rout, V 

Burning within, and Ihining bright without. J 

And thus the bride, as facred fcipture faith. 

When dead unto the law through Jefus' death,^ 

And match'd with him, bears to her God and Lord. 

Accepted fruit, with incenfe pure decor'd. 

Freed from law debt, and blefs'd with gt)fpel eafe. 

Her work is now her deareft Lord to pleafe, 

By living on him as her ample ftock. 

And leaning to him as her potent rock. 

The fruit, that each law wedded mortal brings 

To felf accrefces, as from felf it fprings. 

So bafe a rife muft have a bafe recourfe. 

The ftream can mount no higher than its fource» 

But Jefus can his bride's fweet fruit commend. 

As brought from him the root, to him the end. 

She does by fuch an oflFspring him avow 

To be her Alpha and Omega too. 

The work and warfare he begins, he crowns. 

Though maugre various connidls, ups and downs.. 

Thus thro' the darkfome vale (he makes her. way. 

Until the morning dawn of glory's day. 

fMatt. Yii, 17, iS. \ Cant. v\i. % ^ ^ovtv, Vvv, v 
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SECT. 1 11. True faving Faith magnifying ihi Lam) h>th 
as a covenant and oi a rule. Falfe faith unfruitful and 
ruining. 

Proud nature may rejeA this goTpel ibemei 
And curfe it as an AnttncMQian fcbeme. 
Let flander bajk» let envy grm and figKt, 
The curfe that is Co caufeleis ihall not light,* 
If they that fain would make by iK^y force 
*Twixt fmners and the law a clean divorce» 
And court the Lamb a virgin cbafte to wife» 
Be charged as foes to holinefs of life. 
Well may they gladly fuffer on this fcore> 
Apoftles great were fo malign'4 before. 
Do we make void the law through faith ?\ Nay, why. 
We do it more fulfil and magnify 
Than fiery feraphs can with holieft fialk ; 
Avaunt, vain legalifts, unworthy trafh. 

When as a cov*tt^nt ftem the law commandsji. 
Faith puts her Lamb's obedience in its hisind^ s 
And when its threats gufh out a fiery flood|» ^ 
Faith ftops the current with her victim's blood. 
The law can crav^ po more^ ye; craves uq lefs,^ 
Than adive, pafiive, perfedt righteoufnef«, 
iYet here is all, yea^ more than its demand^ 
All rendered to it by a divine band* 

lankind is bound law fervice flill to pay, 

''ea, angel kind is alfo bound t* obey. 

[t may by human azu} angelic blaze 

'lave honour, but in finite partial way^. 

*hefe natures bave its luftre once defaced* 

Twill be by part of both for ay difgr^c'd, 

^et, had they all obfequious flood and true, 
they'd giv'n the law no more than homage due, 

lut faith giv€is 't honour yet more great, noore od4» 

'^le high, the humble fervice of its God- 
Again, to view the holy law'* command, 

iS lodged in a Mediator's han4 ; 
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Faith gives it honour, lu a rule ofVife^ 

And makes the bride the Lamb's obedient wife. 

Due homage to the law thofe never did, 

To whom th' obedience pure of faith is hid, 

Faith ivoris by lovcy* and purifies the hearty\ 

And truth advances in the inward part ; 

On carnal hearts imprefles divine flamps. 

And fully 'd lives inverts to ihining lamps. 

From Abram's feed that are moft ftrong in faith^ 

The law moft honour, God moft glory hath. 

But due refpedt to neither can be found, 

Where unbelief ne'er got a mortal wound. 

To ft ill the virtue vaunter's empty found. 

Good works he boafts, a path he never trode 

Who is not yet the workman/hip of God^X 

In jfefus thereunto created new ; 

Nois*d works that fpring not hence are but a fhew. 

True faitli that's of a noble divine race, 

Is ftill a holy fan<5lifying grace : 

And greater honour to the law does (hare, 

Than boafters all that bre:ithe the vital air. 

Ev'n heathen morals vaftly may outftiine 

The works that flow not from a faith divine. 

Pretenfions high to faith a number have. 
But, ah ! it is a faith that cannot fave : 
We truft, fay they, in Chrift, we hope in God : 
Nor blufti to blaze their rotten faith abroad. 
Nor try the truft of which they make a ftiew. 
If of a faving or a damning hue. 
They own their fins are ill ; true, but 'tis fad 
They never thought their faith and hope were bad. 
How evident's their home-bred nat'ral blaze. 
Who dream they have believ'd well all their days \ 
Yet never felt their unbelief, nor knew ji) 

Their need of pow'r their nature to renew. '^.^ 

Blind fouls, who boaft of faith, yet live in fin>. 
May hence conclude their faith is to begin. 
Or know they fhall, by fuch an airy faith. 
Believe themfelves toeverlafting wrath. 

♦ Eph. ii. iQ, \ Gal. v. 9, \'E.^Vi, \Si. «j. 
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Faith, that nor leads to go#d, nor keeps from ill, 

Will never lead to heaven, nor keep from hell. 

The body without breath is dead ;* no lefs 

Is faith without the works of holinefs.^ 

How rare is faving. faith, when earth is cramm'd 

With fuch as will believe, and yet be damn'd ; 

Believe the gofpel, yet with dread and awe 

Have never truly firft believ'd the law. 

That matters fhall be well,- they hope too foon 

Who never yet have feen they were undone. 

Can of falvation their belief be true. 

Who never yet believ'd damnation due ? 

Can thefe of endlefs life have folid faith 

Who never fear'd law threats of endlefs death ? 

Nay, faiPd they han't yet to the healing fliore. 

Who never felt their finful, woful fore. 
Imaginary ikith is but a blind 

Which bears no fruit but of a deadly kind : 

Nor can from fuch a wild unwholefome root 

The leaft produ^ion rife of living fruit. 

£ut faving faith can fuch an offspring breed. 

Her native produA is a holy feed. 

The fairefl i£ues of the vitsd breath 
[i Spring from the fertile womb of heav'n-bom faith ; 
' "Yet boafts (ke nothing of her own, but biings 
' J^iuxiliaries from the King of kings. 

Who graves his royal law in rocky hearts, 

And gracious aid in foft'ning fhowers imparts i 

This gives prolific virtue to the faith 

Infpir'd at firft by his almighty breath. 

Hence, fetching all her fuccours from abroad, 

She ftill employs this mighty pow'r of God. 

Drained clean of native powers and legal aims. 

No ftrength but in and from Jehovah claims ; 

And thus her fervice to the law o'er tops 

The tow'ring zeal of Pharifaic fops. 

♦ James ii, a6. § James ii. 17, ic. 
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SECT. IV. The Believer only being married to Chrjfi^ it 
juftified and fanBified : and the more gojpel freedom from 
the Law as a covenant^ the more holy conformity to it ui a 

rule* 

Thus doth the Hufband by his Father's will 
Both for and in his bride the law fulfil : 
For her, as 'tis a covenant ; and then 
In her, as 'tis a rule of life to men. 
Firft, all law debt he mod completely pays. 
Then of law duties all the charge defrays. 
Does firft aiTume her gurlt, and loofe her chains. 
And then with living water wafh her flains ; 
Her fund reftore, and tlien her form repair. 
And make his filthy bride a beauty fair ; 
His perfeft righteoiifnefs mod freely grant. 
And then his holy image deep implant ; 
Into her heart his precious feed indrop. 
Which, in his time, will yield a glorious crop. 
But by alternate turns his plants he brings 
Through robbing winters and repairing iprings. 
Hence, pining oft, tliey fufFer'd fad decays, 
By dint of fhady nights and ftormy days. 
But bleft with fap, and influence from above. 
They live and grow anew in faith and love ; 
Until tranfplanted to tlie higher foil. 
While furies tread no more, nor foxes fpoiL 
Where Chrift the living root remains on highy 
The noble plant of grace can never die \ 
Nature decays, and fo will all the fruit 
That merely rifes on a mortal root. 
Their works, however ^lendid, are but dead, 
That from a living fountain don't proceed ; 
Their faireft fruit is but a garni (h'd Ihrine, 
That are not grafted in the glorious Vine. 
Devouteft hypocrites are rank'd in rolls 
Of painted puppets, not of living fouls. 

No ofilspring but of Chrift's fair bride is good. 
This happy maiTiage has a holy brood. 
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Lejt fmners learn tdiis myftery to read, 

We bear to glorious Chrift no precious feed, 

Till through the law,^ we to the law be dead*^ 

No true obedience to the law, but forc'd, 

Can any yield, till from the law divorced. 

Nor to 'tii as a tkZ?, is homage giv'n. 

Till /row /V, as a covenant j men be driv'n. 

Yea moie, till once they tliis divorce attain. 

Divorce from fin they but attempt in vain ; 

The curfed yoke of fm they bafely draw. 

Till once unyoked from the curfing law. 

Sin's full dominion keeps its native place. 

While men are umler law^ not under grace,f 

For mighty hills of enmity won't move, 

Till touch'd by conqu'ring grace and mighty love. 

Were but the gofpel fecret underilood ; 
How God can pardoii where he Cees no good ; 
How gi-ace and mercy free, that can't be bought. 
Reign through a righteoufhefs already wrought : 
Where woful reigning unbelief depos'd, 
Myfterious grace to blinded minds difclos'd : 
I>id Heav'n with goipel news its pow'r convey, 
And finners hear a faithful God but fay. 

* No more law debt remains for you to pay ; 

* Lo, by die loving Surety all's difcharg'd, ' 
Their hearts behoved with love to be enlarg'd : 
Love^ the fuccm^ fu/filling of the Ia*Wf§ 

Were then the e^ij yoke they'd fweetly draw ; 

Love would conftrain and to his fervice move. 

Who left them nothing elfe to do but love. 

Slight now his loving precepts if they can ; 

No, no ; his conqu'ring kindnefs leads the van. 

"When everlafting love exerts the fway. 

They judge themfelves more kindly bound t' obey, 

Bound by redeeming love in ftrider fenie 

Than ever Adam was in innocence. 

Why now they are not bound, as formerly^ 

To do and /iiv, nor yet to do or die; 

* Gal. ii. 19. f Horn. vi. 14. § Rom, nil. xa 
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Bbth life and death are put in Jefus' hands, 

Who urges neither in his kind commands, 

Not fervile work their life and heav'n to win. 

Nor flavifh labour death and hell to fhun. 

Their aims are purer, fmce they underflood, [blood 

Their heav'n was bought, their hell was queach'd with 

The oars of gofpel fervice now they fleer, 

Without or legal hope or flavifh fear. 

The bride in fweet fecurity can dwell. 
Nor bound to purchafe heav'n, nor vanquifh hell : 
But bound for him the race of love to run, 
Whofe love to her left none of thefe undone ; 
She's bound to be the Lamb's obedient wife. 
And in his flrength t-o ferve him during life ; 
To glorify his loving name for ay. 
Who left her not a lingle mite to pay 
Of legal debt, but wrote for her at large, 
In charadlers of blood, a full difcharge. 
Henceforth no fervile tafk her labours prove. 
But grateful fruits of reverential love. : 

SECT. V. G of pel grace giving no Uherty nor freedom t9 
Jin, but to holy fervice and pure obedience* 

The glorious Hufband's love can't lead the wife 
To whoredom or licentioufnefs of life : 
Nay, nay ; llie finds his warmeft love within 
The hotteft fire to melt her heart for fin. 
His kind embrace is flill the flrongeft cord 
To bind her to the fervice of her Lord. 
The more her faith infures this love of his, 
The more his law her delectation is. 
Some dream, they might, who his afFurance win. 
Take latitude and liberty to fin. 
Ah ! fuch bewray their ignorance, and prove 
They want the lively fenfe of drawing love ; 
And how its fweet conflraining force can move. 
The ark of grace came never in to dwell, 
But Dagon-lufls before it headlong felL 
Men bafely can unto lafcivioufnefs 
Abule the do^rine, not the woik of grace. 



] 
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Huggers of divine love in vice's path, 

Have but tlie fancy of it, not the faith. 

Thej never foar'd aloft on grace's wing, 

That knew not grace to be a holy thing : 

When pregnant (he the powers of heil appals, 

And fin's dominion in tlie ruin falls. 

Curs'd is the crew whofe antinomian drefs 

Makes grace a cover to their idlenefs. 

The bride of Chrift will fure be very loth 

To make his love a pillow for her floth. 

Why, mayn't (he fin the more that grace abounds ^ 

Oh, God forbid ! the very thought confounds. 

When dead unto the law, (he's dead to fin ; 

How can (he any longer live therein ?* 

To neither of them is (he now a flave, 

But (hares the conqueft of the great, the brave, 

The mighty General, her victorious Head, 

Who broke the double chain to free the bride. 

Hence, prompted now with gratitude and love,. 

Her cheerful feet in fwift obedience move. 

More (bx>ng the cords of love to duty draw. 

Than hell, and all the curfes of the law. 

When with feraphic love the breaft's infplr'd, 

By that are all the other graces fir'd ; 

Thefe kindling round, the burning heart and frame. 

In life and walk fend forth a holy flame* 



CHAP. IV. 

A Caution to all againft a legal fpirit ; efpeci* 
ally to thofe that have a profeffion without 
power, and learning without grace. 

W HY, fays the haughty heart of legalifts. 

Bound to the law of works by nat'ral twifb, 

* Why fuch ado about a law-divorce ? 

*^ Men's Tives are bad, and would you have tliem worfef 

* Rom. ri. i, ». . 
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• Such antinomian (luff, with laboured toil, 

• Would human beauty's native luftre fpoil. 

• What wickednefs beneath the covering lurks, 

• That lewdly would divorce us all from works ? 

• Why fuch a fiir about the law and fi;race ? 

' We know that merit cannot now taJce placew 

• And what needs more ?* Well, to let flander drop. 
Be merit for a little here the icope. 

Ah ! many learn to lifp in goTpel terms, 
Who yet embrace the law with legal arms. 
By wholefome education fome are taught 
To own that human merit now is naught ; 
Who faintly but renounce proud merit's name. 
And cleave refin'dly to the Popifh fcheme. 
For graceful works expe<5bing divine bliiSf 
And, when they fail, truft Chrift for what's amifs. 
Thus to his righteoufnefe profefs to flee. 
Yet by it flill would thjeir own faviours be. 
They feem to works of merit bloody foes. 
Yet feek falvation as k ««r^* by thofe. 
JBlind Oentifei found, ^ho did nor feek nor kftow 5 
But Ifrael loft it whole, who fought it fo. 

Let all that love to wear the legal drelSf 
Know that as £n, fo baftard righteoufnefi 
Has flam its thoufands, who in towering prid6 
The righteoufnefs of Jeftis Chrift deride ; 
A robe divinely wrought, divinely won, 
Yet caft by men for robes that are their own. 
But fome to legal works feem whole deny'd. 
Yet would by gofpel works be juftify'd. 
By faith, repentance, love, and other fuch j 1 
Thefe dreamers being righteous overmuch, > 

Like Uzza, give the ark a wrongful touch. j 

By legal deeds, however gofpeliz'd. 
Can e'er tremciidons juftice be appeas'd, 
Or fmners jiifllfy'd before that God, 
Whole law is perfedl, and exceeding broad ? 
Nay, faith itfelf, that leading gofpel grace, 
Holds as a work no juftifying place. 

* Rom. ix. 3*^ 
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Jud Heaven to man for righteoufnefs imputes 
Not faith itfelf, or in its afts or fruits 5 ' 

But Jefus' meritorious life and death. 
Faith's proper obje<5l, all the honour hath. 
From this doth faith derive its glorious fame,- 
Its great renown and juftifying name ; 
Receiving all things, but deferving nought ; 
By faith all's begg'd and taken, nothing bought.- 
Its highcfl name is from the wedding vote. 
So indrumental in the marriage knot. 
Jehovali leads the bride in that bleft hour, 
Th* exceeding greatnefs- of his mighty pow^r j* 
Which fweetly does her heart confent command, 
To reach the wealthy Prince her naked hand. 
For clofe to his embrace fhe'd never ftir. 
If firft his loving arms embrac'd not her ^ 
But tliis he does by kindly gradual chace, 
,Of roufmg, raifing, teaching, drawing graces . 
He (hews her, in his fweeteit love addrefs. 
His glory as the Sun of righteoufnefs 1 
At which all dying glories earth adorn, 
Shrink like the fick moon at the wholefome mom; 
This glorious Sun ariiing with a grace. 
Dark Ihades of cri?ature righteoufnefs to chafe. 
Faith now difclaims itfelf, and all the train 
Of virtues formerly accounted gain 5 
And counts them dung,f with holy, meek difdain 
For now appears the height, the depth immenfe 
Of divine bounty and benevolence ;. 
Amazing mercy ! ignorant of bounds ! 
Which moft enlarged faculties confounds. 
How vain, how void now feem the vulgar charms. 
The monarch's pomp of courts, and pride of arms ? 
The. boafted beauties of the human kind. 
The pow'rs of body, and the gifts of mind ? 
Lo ! in the grandeur of Immanuel's train. 
All's fwallowed^ iip as rivers in the main; 
He's feen, when gofpel light and fight is giv'n, 
Encompafs'd round with all the pomp of heav'n- 

• Eph. vii. 16. f Phil, ill 7, 8. 

F 2 



in. y 



«6 GOSPEL SONNETS. Part! 

The foul, now taught of God, fees human fchools 
Make chriftlefs rabbis only lit'rate fools ; 
And that, till divine teaching pow'rful draw, 
No learning will divorce them from the law. 
Mere argunoent may clear the head, and force 
A verbju, not a cordial clean divorce. 
Hence many, taught the wholefome terms of art. 
Have gofpel heads, but ft ill a legal heart. 
Till fov'reign grace and pow'r die finner catch. 
He takes not Jefus for his only match. 
Nay, works complete ! ah ! true, however odd, 
Dead works are rivals with the living God. 
Till heav'n's preventing mercy clear the fight^ 
Confound the pride with fupemat'ral light : 
No haughty foul of human kind is brought 
To mortify her felf-exalting thought. ' 

Yet holieft creatures in clay tents that lodge. 
Be but their lives fcann'd by the dreadful Judge ; 
How fhall they e'er his awful fearch endure. 
Before whofe pureft eyes heav'n is not pure f 
How muft their black indidhnent be enlarged, 
When by him angels are with folly charged ? 
What human worth fhall (land, when he (ball fcan f 
O may his glory ftain the pride of man. 

How wond'rous are the tracks of divine gjrace ! 
How fearchlefs are his ways, how vaft th' abyfs ! 
Let haughty reafon ftoop, and fear to leap ; 
Angelic plummets cannot found the deep. 
Widi fcom he turns his eyes from haughty kingSy 
With pleafure looks on low and worthlefs things j 
Deep are his judgments, fov'reign is his will. 
Let ev*ry mortal worm be dumb, be ftill. 
In vain proud reafon fwells beyond its bound ; '% 
God and his counfels arc a gulph profound, 5- 

An ocean wherein all our thoughts are'drown'd. J 
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CHAP. V. 

Arguments and Encouragements to Gofpel Min- 
illers to avoid a legal itrain of Dofkrine, and 
endeavour the Sinner's match with Chrift by 
Gofpel means* 

SECT. I. A legal Spirit the root of damnahk Errors. 

Y E heralds great, that blow in name of God 
The filver trump of gofpel grace abroad ; 
And found by warrant from the great I AM, 
The nuptial treaty with the worthy Lamb ; 
Might ye but ftoop th' unpolifh'd mufe to brook. 
And from a ihrub an wholefome berry pluck ; 
Ye'd take encouragement from what is faid, 'J 

By gofpel means to make the marriage bed, > 

And to your gk>rious Lord a virgin chafte to wed. j 

The more proud nature bears a legal fway, 
The more fhoold preachers bend the goipel way : 
Oft in the church arife definitive fchifms 
From anti-evangelic aphorifms 5 
A legal fpirit may be juftly namM 
The fertile womb of ev'ry error damn'd. 

Hence Pop'ry, fo connatural fincc the fall. 
Makes legal works like faviours merit all ; 
Yea, more than merit on their (boulder loads. 
To fupererogate like demi-gods. 

Hence proud Socinians feat their reafon high 
'Bove ev'ry precious gofpel myftery, 
Its divine Author ftab, and without fear 
The purple covert of his chariot tear. 

With thefe run Arian monfters in a line, 
AH gofpel truth at once to undermine ! 
To darken and delete, like hellifli foes, 
The brighteft colour of the Sharon Roie. 
At beft its himian red they but decry 
That blot the divine white the native dye. 
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Hence dare Arminians too, with brazen face. 
Give man's free will the throne of God's free grace ; 
Whofe felf-exalting tenets clearly (hew 
Great ignorance of law and gofpel too. 

Hence Neonomians fpring, as fundry call 
The new law makers to redrefs our fall. 
The law of works, into repentance, faith. 
Is chang'd, as their Baxterian Bible faith. 
Shaping the eofpel to an eaiy law, 
They build their tott'ring houfe witli hay and flraw ;. 
Yet Wde, like Rachel's idols in the (luff. 
Their legal hands within a gofpel muff. 

Yea, hence fprings Antinomian vile refufe, 
Whofe grofs abettors gofpel grace abufe ; 
^ Unfkill'd how grace's fUken latchet binds 
Her captives to the law with willing minds. 

SECT. II. A legal Jlrain of do&rhie dtfcavered and 

' dijcardid* ^ 

No wonder Paul the legal fpirit curfe, 
Of fatal errors fuch a feeding nurfe. 
He, in Jehovah's great tremendous name. 
Condemns perverters of the gofpel fcheme. 
He damn'd the fophift rude, the babbling prieil 
Would venture to corrupt it in the leaft ; 
Yea, curs'd the heavenly angel down to hell 
Who, daring, would another gofpel telLf 
Which crime is charg'd on thefe that dare di/penfe 
The felf-fame gofpel in another fenfe. 

Chrift is not preach'd in truth but in difguife,. 
If his bright glory half obfcured lies. 
When gofpel foldiers, that divide the word. 
Scarce brandifh any but the legal fword ; 
While Chrift the author of the law they prefs, . 
More than the end of it for righteoufnefs ; 
Chrift as a feeker of our fervice trace, 
More than a Giver of enabling grace ; 
The King commanding holinefs they fhow- 

tGaLi.7>8. 
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More than the Prince exalted to beftow : 
Yea more on Chrift the (in revenger dwell. 
Than Chrift Redeemer both from fm and hell. 

With legal fpade tlie gofpel field he delves 
Who thus drives iinners in unto themfelves ; 
Halving the truth) that fhould. be all reTeal*d» 
The fweeteft part of Chrift is oft eoncealM. 
We bid men turn from fin, but feldom fay, 
^ Behold the Lamb that takes aU fin away I* 
Chrift, by the gc^pel rightly underftood. 
Not only treats a peace, but mrakes it good. 
Thofe fuitors therefore of the bride, wna hope 
By force to drag her with the legal rope. 
Nor ufe the drawing cord of conquering grace, 
Purfue with flaming teal a fruitk(s chace ; 
In vain lame doings urge, with iolemn awe. 
To bribe the fury of tte fiery law : 
With equal fuccefs to the fool that aims 
By paper walls to bound devouring flatties. 
The law's but mock'd by their moft graceful deed. 
Who wed not firft the law-fulfilling Head ; 
It values neither how they wrought nor wept 
Wlio flight the serk wherein alone 'tis kept. 
Yet legalifts Do, Do, with ardour prefix 
And with prepoftcrous zeal and warm addrefs 
Would feem die greateft friends to holinefs ; 
But vainly, could fuch oppofites accord, 
Refpe<a the law, and yet rejeft the Lord. 
They fhew not Jefus as the way to blifs. 
But Judas like, betray him with a kifs 
Of boafted works, or mere profeflion puft, 
Law-boafters, proving but law-breakers oft. 

SECT. III. The hurtfulnefs of noi pnachmg Chrt^ and 
^iP'^S^'i/hing dmiy hftueat Law and Gtf^U 

Hi LI, cares not how crude holinefs be prcach'd, 
If fmners match with Chrift be never reach'd ; 
Knowing their holinefs is but a fham 
Who ne'er ^e married to the Holy Lamb. 
Let" words have ever fuch a pious fhew. 
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And blaze aloft in rude profefTor's view, 
With facred aromatics richly fpiced, 
If they but drown in filence glorious Chrift . 
Or, if he may fome vacant room fupply, 
Make him a fubjedt only by the bye ; 
They mar true holinefs with tickling chat, 
To breed a baflard pharifaic brat. 
They wofully the gofpel meflage broke. 
Make fearful havock of the mailer's flock ; 
Yet pleafe themfelves, and the blind multitude^ 
By whom the gofpePs little underftood. 

Rude fouls perhaps imagine little odds 
Between the legal and the gofpel roads : 
But vainly men attempt to blend the two ; 
They differ more than Chrift and Mofes do. 
Mofes, evangeliiing in a fhade,. 
By types the news of light approaching fpread :: 
But from the law of works by him proclaimed. 
No ray of gofpel grace or mercy gleam' d. 
By nature's light the law to all is known, 
But lightfome news of gofpel grace to none.^ 
The doing covenant now, in part or whole. 
Is ftrong to damn, but weak to fave a fouL 
It hurts, and cannot help, but as it tends 
Through mercy to fubferve fome gofpel ends. 
Law-thunder roughly to the gofpel tames» 
The gofpel mildly to the law reclaims. 
The fiery law, as 'tis a covenant. 
Schools men to ^e the gofpel aid they want ; 
Then gofpel aid does fweedy them incline 
Back to the law, as 'tis a rule divine. 
Heaven's healin? work is oft commenc'd with woundsit ^ 
Terror begins what loving-kindnefs crowns. 
Preachers may therefore prefs the fiery law, 
To ftrike the chriftlefs man with dreadful awe. 
Law threats which for his fins to hell deprefs. 
Yea, jdamn him for his rotten righteoufnefs ; 
That while he views the law exceeding broad. 
He fain may wed the righteoufnefs of God. 

But, ah ! to prefs law-works as terms of life,. 
Was ne'er the way to court the Lamb, a wife. ' 



Chap.V. the BELIEVER'S ESPOUSALS- 71 

To urge conditions in the legal frame. 
Is to renew the vain old covenant game. 
The law is good, when lawfully 'tis us'd,* 
But moft deftru<5tiye when it is abus'd. 
They fet no duties in their proper fphere. 
Who duly law and gofpel don't fever ; 
But under mafly chains let fmners lie, 
As tributaries or to Do or Die ; 
Nor make the law a fquaring rule of life. 
But in the gofpel throat a bloody knife. 

SECT. IV. Damnable Pride and Self-rtghteoufnefty Jo 
ncUural to all men^ has little netd to be encouraged by legal 
preaching. 

The legal path proud nature loves fo well, 
(Though yet 'tis but the cleaned road to hell,) 
That lo ! e'en thefe that take the fouleft ways, 
Whofe lewdnefs no controuling bridle ftays. 
If but their drowfy confcience raife its voice, 
'Twill fpeak the law of works their native choice. 
And echo to the roufing found, * Ah, true, 

* I cannot hope to live, unlefs I Do.' 

No confcious bread of mortal kind can trace 
The myftery deep of being fav'd by grace. 
Of tliis nor is the natural confcience ikill'd. 
Nor will admit it when it is reveal'd ; 
But pufhes at the gofpel like a ram. 
As proxy for the law, againft the Lamb. 
The proud, felf-righteous, pharifaic drain 
Is * Bled be God, I'm not like other men ; 

* I read and pray, give alms, I mourn and fad ;t 

* And therefore hope I'll get to heaven at laft : 

* For though from every fin I be not free, 

* Great multitudes of men are worfe than me. 

* I'm none of thofe that fwear, cheat, drink and whore' 
Thus on the law he builds his Babel tower. 

Yea, e'en the viled curfed debauchee "J 

Will make the law of works his very plea ; V 

< Why> (fays the rake) what take you me to be ? J 
* I Tim. i. 8. f Luke xviii, 11, i%. 
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A Turk or infidel; (you lie,) I can't 
Be term'd fo bafe, buc by a fycophant ; 
Only I hate to a^ tlie whining faint, 
I am a Chriftian true : and therefore bode 
It Ihall be well with me, I hope in God* 
An't I an honeft man ? yea, I defy 
The tongue that dare aifert black to mine eye/ 
Perhaps, when tlie reprover turns his back. 
He'll vend the viler wares o* 's open'd pack^ 
And with his fellows, in a ftrain more big, 

* Bid damn die bafe uncharitable whig. 

* Thefe fcoundrel hypocrites (he'll proudly fay) 

* Think none fhall ever merit heav'n but tliey, ' 

* And yet we may compete with them ; for fee, 

* The beft have blemifhes as well as we. 

. * We have as good a heart (we truft) as thefe, 

* Tho' not with vain fuperfluous fhew and blaze. 

* Bigotted zealots, whofe fole crimes are hid, 

* Would damn us all to hell ; but God forbiiL 

* Whatever fuch a whining feiT: profefs, 

* 'Tis but a nice, morofe, affeded drefs. 

* And though we don't pretend fo much as they, 

* We hope to compafs heav'n a fhorter way ; 
« We feek God's mercy, and are all along 

* Moft free of malice, and do no man wrong. 

* But whims fantallic ihan't our heads annoy, 

* That would cur foci^ liberties deftroy. 
« Sure, right religion never was defign'd 

* To mar the native mirth of human kind. 

* How weak are thofe that would be thought nonfuch ! 

* How mad, that would be righteous o'ermuch ! 

* We have fufficient, though we be not cramm'd ; 

* We'll therefore hope the beft, let them be daran'd.* ■ 

Ah, horrid talk ! yet fo the legal ftrain 
- Lards e'en the language of the moft profane. 
Thus dev'lifli pride o'erlooks a thoufand faults. 
And on a leg2il ground itfelf exalts. 
This DO and LIVE, though doing pow'r be loft. 
In ev'ry mortal is proud nature's boaft. 
How does a vain conceit of goodnefs fwell. 
And feed falfe hope, amidft the ftiades of b^ll - 
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Shall we, who fhould by gofpel methods draw. 
Send fmners to their natural fpoufe the law ; 
And harp upon the doing ftring to fuch, 
Who ignorantly dream they do fo much ? 
Why, thus, inftead of courting Chrift a bride. 
We harden rebels in their native pride. 

Much rather ought we in God's name to place • 
His great artiU'ry ftraight againft their face ; 
And throw hot Sinai thunderbolts around, 
To bum their towering hopes down to the g^^^^und. 
To make the pillars of their pride to fliake. 
And damn their doings to the burning lake, 
To curfe the ^oers nnlo endlefs thrall, 
That never did continue to do alL* 
To fcorch their confcience with the flaming air. 
And fink their haughty hopes in deep defpair ; 
Denouncing Ebal's black rerenging doom, 
To blaft their expe<5tation in the bloom ; 
Till once vain hope of life by works give place 
Unto a folid hope of life by grace. 
The vigorous ufe of means is fafely urg'd. 
When preffing calls from legal dregs are purg'd ; 
£ut mod unfafely in a fed'ral drefs, 
Confounding terms of life with means of grace. 
Oh ! dang'rous ts th' attempt proud fleih to pleafe. 
Or fend a finner to the law for eafe ; 
Who rather needs to feel its piercing dart. 
Till dreadful pangs mvade his trembling heart ; 
And thither ihould be only fent for flames 
Of fire to bum his rotten hopes and claims ; 
That thus difarm*d, he gladly may embrace. 
And grafp with eagemefs the news of grace. 

* Gal. ill, la 
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SECT. V. The Go/pel of Divine Grace the only meant of 
converting Sinners^ and Jbould be preached therefore mo^ 
clearly y fuliy^ and freely m 

They ought, who royal grace's heralds be 
To trumpet loud falTation» full and free : 
Nor fafely can, to humour mortal pride. 
In filence evangelic my ft'ries hide. 
What heav'n is pleas'd to give, dare we refufe ; 
Or under ground conceal, left men abufe ? 
Supprefs the gofpel flow'r, upon pretqnce 
That fome vile fpiders may fuck poifon thence ? 
Chrift is aiflumbling blocks* ihall we negledt 
To preach him, left the blind fhould break their neck ? 
That high he's for the fall of many fet 
As well as for the rj/^f muft prove no let. 
No grain of precious truth muft be fuppreft. 
Though reprobates ihould to their ruin wreft. 
Shall heav'n's corufcant lamp be dimm'd, that pays 
Its dally tribute down in golden rays, 
Becaufe fome, blinded witli the blazing gleams. 
Share not the pleafure of the lightning beams : 
Let tliofe be hardened, petrify'd, and harm'd. 
The reft are moUify'd and kindly warm'd. 
A vai-ious favour,{ flowers in grace's field. 
Of IWe to fome, of death to others yield. 
Muft then the rofe be vail'd, the lily hid, 
llie fragrant favour ftifled ! God forbid. 

The revelation of the gofpel flower. 
Is ftill the organ fam'd of faving power ; 
Moft juftly then are legal minds condemn'd, 
That of the glorious gofpel are afham'd : 
For this the divine arm, and only this. 
The power of God unto falvation is. 
For therein is revealldy to fcreen from wrath. 
The righteoufnefs of God from faith to faith,§ 



* 1 Cor. i. »3. t JLuke ii. 34. 

iZ Cor* il i6w 5 Rom. i. a6, a7- 
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The happy change in guilty finners cafe 

They owe to free difplays of fovereign grace ; 

Whofe joyful tidings of amazing love 

The miniftration of the Spirit prove. 

The glorious vent the gofpel news exprefs. 

Of God's free grace, thro' Chrift's full righteoufnefs. 

Is heaven's gay chariot where the Spirit bides. 

And in his conquering power triumphant rides* 

The gofpel field is ftifi the Spirit's foU, 

The golden pipe that bears the holy ^jl ; 

The orb where he outfhines the radiant fun. 

The filver channel where his graces run. 

Within the goipel banks kis flowing tide 

Of light'ning, quick'ning motions, fweetly glide. 

Received ye the Spirit^ fcripture faith,* 

By legal works^ or by the ivord of faith ? 

If by the gofpel only, then let none 

Dare to be wifer than the wifell One. 

We muft, who freely get, as freely give 
The vital word that makes the dead to live. 
For even to finners dead within our reach 
We in his living name may moft fuccefsful preach. 

The Spirit and the fcripture both agree 
Jointly, fays Chrift, To tejtify ofme.\ 
The preacher then will from his text decline. 
That fcorns to harmonize with this defign. 
Prefs moral duties to the laft degree ; 
Why not ? but mind, left we fuccefslefs be, 
No light, no hope, no flrength for duties fpring. 
Where Jefus is not Prophet, Prieft, and King. 
No light to fee the way unlefs he teachj T 

No joyful hope, fave in his blood we reach, > 

Nor flrength, unlefs his royal arm he ftretch. J 
Then from our leading fcope how grofs we fall, *> 
If, like his name, in every gofpel call, > 

We make not him the Firf, the LaJ, the All ! J 

Our office is to bear the radiant torch 
Of gofpel light into the darken^ porch 
Of human underftandings, and difplay 

• Gat iii. a. f John xv. a6, v. 39^ 
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The joyful da'^ii of everlafJng day ; 

To draw the golden chariot of free grace, 

The darkenM ihades witli flihiing rays to chnfe, 

Till heaven's bright lamp on circling vheels be Iiurl'J, 

With fpa rising gnitideur roiuid the duflsy world ; 

And thus to bxing in dying mortals fight, 

New life and immortality to light.J 

We're charged to preach the go/pel^ unconfin'd, 

To every creature § of the human kind ; 

To call, with tenders of falvation free, 

All corners of the earth to come and fee : || 

And every finner muft excufelefs make, 

By urging lich and poor to come and take.^ 

Ho^ every ont that thlrfisy^ is grace's call 

Direct to needy finners great and fmall ; 

Not meaning thofe alone, whofe holy thiril 

Denominates their foul's already bleft. 

If only thofe were call'd, then none but faints ; 

Nor would the gofpel fuit the finners wants. 

But here the call does fignally import 

Sinners and thirfty fouls of every fort ; 

And mainly to their door the meffage brings, 

Who yet are thirfting after empty things ; 

* Who fpend their means no living bread to buy, 

* And pains for that which cannot fatisfy.* 
Such tliirfty finners here invited are, 

Who vainly fpend their money, thought, and care. 

On pafTing fhades, vile lufls, and trafn fo bafe. 

As yield immortal fouls no true folace. 

The c;i.ll dire6:s them, as they would be bleft. 

To chufe a purer objedl of their thirft. 

All are' invited by the joyful found 

To drink who need, as does the parched ground, 

Whofe wide-mouth'd clefts fpeak to the brazen fky 

Its pafTive third, without an a<5ltve cry. 

The gofpol preacher then, with holy fkill, 
Muft o£cr Chrift to whonifoever will, 

\ 2 Tim. i. lo. 

<} Murk xvi. 15. i! Ifa. xlv. 12. John i. 39, 4^» 

f /^cr. xxii. 17. * Ui*. Iv. 1, a. 
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To finners of all forts that can be nam'd ; 

The blind, the lame, the poor, tlie halt, the maim'd.* 

Not daring to reftridt the extenfive call. 

But opening wide the net to catch them all. 

No foul muft be excluded that will come. 

Nor right of accefs be confin'd to fome. 

Though none will come till confcious of their want^ 

Yet right they have to come by fovereign grant ; 

Such right to Chrift, his promife, and his grace, 

That all are damn'd who hear and don't embrace. 

So fi«ely is the unbounded call difpens'd^ 

We therein find even finners unconvinced ; 

Who know not they are naked, blind, and poor,f f 

Counfeird to buy or beg at Jefus door, ' >► 

And take the glorious robe,, eye-falve, & golden (lore, j 

This prize- they are oblig'd by faith to win, 

Elfe unbelief would never be their fm.^ 

Yea, gofpel offers but a (ham we make,. 

If every finner has not right to take. 

JBe gofpel heralds fortify'd from this, 

To trumpet grace, howe'er the ferpent hifsi 

Did hell's malicious mouth in dreadful fhape 

'Gainft innocence itfelf malignant gape ? 

Then facred truth's, devoted vouchers may 

For dire reproach their meafures. conftant lay. . 

With cruel calumny of old commenc'd. 

This feS liilll every niohere he f poke againji ;\ 

While to and fro he runs the earth acrofs,. 

Whofe name is adelphon kategoros.^ 

In fpite of hell be then our conftant ftrife 

To win the glorious Lamb a virgin wife. 

• Luke xiv. ai. f Rev. iil. 27, 18. | AOr nvili: 2a. 

5 Ovy Tb€ accuser nf tU brttbrem 
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CHAP V* 

An Exhortation to all that are out of Chrift, in 
order to their clofing the match with him j 
containing alfo motives and diredions. 

XVEADER, into tliine hands diefe lines are given. 

But not without the providence of Heaven ; 

Or to advance thy blifs, if thou art wife. 

Or aggravate thy wo, if thou defpife. 

For thee, for thee, perhaps th* omnifcient ken 

Has form'd the counfel here, and led'^e pen« 

The writer dien does diy attention plead. 

In his great name that gave thee eyes to read. 

SECT. I. Convidton offered tt) Sinners^ efpectaUy fuch as 
are nvedded JiriSly to the lanvy or felf'^rlgbteout^ that they 
may/ee the need of" ChrlfPs righteouftiefs. 

If never yet thou didft fair Jefus wed. 
Nor yield thy heart to be his marriage bed. 
But hitherto art wedded to the law. 
Which never could thy chain'd afFedtions draw 
From brutifli lufts and fordid lover's charms ; 
Lo ! thou art yet in Satan's folded arms. 
Hell's power invifible thy foul retains 
His captive flave, lock'd up in maffy chains. 
O ! finner then, as thou regard'ft thy life, 
Seek, feek, with ardent care and earned ftrife, 
To be the glorious Lamb's betrothed wife. 
For bafe co-rivals never let him lofe 
Thy heart, his bed of conjugal repofe. 
Wed Chrift alone, and with fevere remorfe 
From other mates purfue a clean divorce ; 
For they thy ruin feek by fraud or force. 
Jis Jurking ferpents in the fhady bowers 
Conceal their malice under fpxeadmg flowers ; 
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So thy deceitful lufts with cruel fpite 
Hide ghaftly danger under gay delight. 
Art thou a legal zealot, foft or rude, 
Renounce thy natural and acquired good. 
As bafe deceitful lufts may work thy fmart, 
So may deceitful frames upon thy heart. 
Seeming good motions may in fome be foimd. 
Much joy in hearing, like die ftony ground 5* 
Much Ibrrow too in praying, as appears 
In Efau's careful fuit with rueful tears, f 
Touching the law, they blamelefs may appear^l 
From ipurious views moft fpecious virtues bear. 
Nor merely be devout in man's efteem, 
But prove to be fincerely what they feem. 
Friends to the holy law in heart and life, 
Surers of heaven with utmoft legal ftrife ;. 
Yet ft ill with innate pride fo rankly fpic'd, ' 
Converted but to duties, not to Chrift. • • . ■ L 
Tlral puhllcans and harlots hedven obtain §' 
Before a crew fo righteous and fo vain. 
Sooner will thofe fhake off their vicious dtefs. 
Than thefe blind zealots will their righteoufnefs, 
"Who judge they have (which fortifies their pride) - 
The law of God itfelf upon their fide. 
Old nature, new brufii'd w with legal pain$> 
Such ftridt attachment to ttie law retains. 
No means, no motives can to Jefus draw 
Vain fouls fo doubly wedded to the law. 
But wouldft the glorions Prince in marriage have. 
Know that thy natural liufband cannot fave. 
Thy beft eflays to pay the legal tent 
Can never in the leaH the law content. 
jyidA. thou in prayers employ the morning light. 
In tears and groans the watches of the night, 
Pafs thy whole life in clofe devotion o'er ; 
'Tis nothing to the law ftill craving more. 
There's no proportion 'twixt its high commands 
And puny works from thy polluted hands ; 
Perfedlion is the leaft that it demands. 

• Luke viiL 13. f Heb. xii, 17. 

\ FliiL ill 9. $ Mauh. xid. ^^. 
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Wouldft enter into lifcy then keep the lanv ;f 
But keep it perfe^ly without a flaw. 
It won't have lefs, nor will abate at lafl 
A drop of vengeance for tlie fm that's palL 
Tell, finful mortal, is thy ftock fo large 
As duly can defray this double charge ? 

* Why thefeare mere impofUbles,' (fay'ft thou,) 
Yea, truly fo they are, and therefore now. 
That down thy legal confidence may fall. 

The law's black doom, home to thy bofom calL 

* Lo ! I (the divine law) demand no lefs 

* Than perfedl everlafting righteoufnefs ; 

* But thou haft fail'd, and loft thy ftrengtli to Do : 

* Therefore I doom thee to eternal wo y 

* In prifon clofe to be £hut up for ay, 

* Eie I be baffled with thy partial pay* 

* Thou always didft and doft ray precepts breaks 

* I therefore curfe thee to the burning lake. 

* In God the great Lawgiver's glorious name, 

* I judge thy foul to everlafting Ihame. 

* Nojle/h can by the laav he jiiftified ;\ 
Yet dareft thou thy legal duties plead? 
As Paul appeal'd to Cefar, wilt thou fo, 
Unto the law ? then to it fhalt thou go. 
And find it doom thee to eteinal wo. 

What ! would ye have us plune'd in deep defpair I 
Amen ; yea, God himfelf would have you there. 
His will it is that you defpair of life 
And fafety by the law, or legal ftrife ;. 
That cleanly thence divorc'd at any rate. 
His faireft Son may have a faithful mate. 
*Till this law fentence pafs within your breaft^ 
You'll never wed the law difcharging Prieft. 
You prize not heaven, till he through hell you draw ; 
Nor love the gofpel, till you know the law. 

Elnow then,, the divine law moft perfe^ cares 
For none of thy imperfeft legal wares ; 
Dooms thee to vengeance for thy finful ftate, 
As well as finful anions fmall or great. 

f Matth. zxL 17, :| Rom. vk »a 
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If any fin can be accounted fmall, 
To hell it dooms thy foul for one and all. 
For fms of nature, practice, heart, and way. 
Damnation-rent It fummons thee to pay. 
Yea, not for fin alone, which is thy Oianiei 
But for thy boaded iervice too fo lame, 
The law adjudges thee and hell to meet, 
Becaufe thy righteoufnefs is incomplete. 
As towering flames bum up the withered flags, 
i So will the fiery law thy filthy rags. 



f 



SECT. II. DlreSion glven^ with referente to the right vfe 
of the means i that we reft not on thefe inflead of Chrifty the 
glorious Hufhandy in whom our help lies. 

Adam^ where art thou ?\ Soul, where art thou now ? 
Oh ! art thou faying, Str^ whatfhzll I do ?% 
1 dare not ufe that proud fef-raifing ftram, 

* Go help yourfelf, and God will help you then.* 
Nay, ratlier know, O Ifrael, that thou haft 
Deftroyed thy f elf and can' ft not in the leaft 
From (in nor wrath thyfelf the captive free, 

• Thy help (fays Jefus) only lies in me.' J 
Heaven's oracles dired to him alone ; 
Full help is laid upon this mighty One. 
In him, in him complete falvation dwells ; 
He's God the helper, and there is none elfe,^ 
Fig leaves wont hide thee from the fiery fhower. 
^Tis he alone that faves by price and power. 

Muft we do nothing then, (will mock^urs fay,) 
But reft in floth till Heav'n the help convey j 
Pray, ftop si little, fmner, don't abufe 
God's awful word, that charges thee to ufe 
Means, ordinances, which he's pleafed to place. 
As precious channels of his powerful grace. 
Reftlefs improve all thefe, until from Heaven 
The whole falvation needful thus be given. 
Wait in this path, according to his call. 
On him whofe power alone affedeth all. 

t C««. iii. 9. t Mark x. 17. 5 Hot xiu. 9, ^U-j^t^"^. 'j.i.. . 
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Wouldft thou him wed, in duties wait, I fay, 
But marry not thy duties by the way. 
Thou'lt wofully come (hort of faviiig grace. 
If duties only be thy retting place. 
Nay, go a little fiirdierf through them all. 
To him whofe office is to fave from thrall. 
Thus in a gofpel manner hopeful wait. 
Striving to enter by the narrow gate if 
So flrait and narrow, that it won't adxnit 
The bunch upon thy back to enter it. 
Not only bulky lufts may ceafe to prefs, 
But even the bunch of boafted righteoufhefs* 

Manyy as in the facred page we fee, 
Shall Jirlve to enter ^ but unable be :§ 
Becaufe, miftaking this new way of life. 
They pufh a legal, not a gofpel ftrife : 
As if their duties did Jehovah bind, 
Becaufe 'tis written, Seei, and yejballjind.^ 
Perverted Scripture does their error fence. 
They read the letter^ but negledl xhefen/e^ 
While to the word no gofpel glofs they give, 
Their y^/ri znd^nJ's the fame with Jo and Rve,. 
Hence would they a connexion native place. 
Between cheir moral pains and faving grace : 
Their nat'ral poor effays they judge won't mils. 
In juftjce to infer eternal blifs. * 

Thus commentaries on the word they make, 
Which to their ruin are a grand midake : 
For through the legal bias in their bread, 
They fcripture f o their own deftruAion wreft- 
Why, tf nve feek we get ^ they gather hence : 
Which is not truth, fave in the fcripture fenfe. 
There Jefus deals with friends, and elfewhere faith,. 
Thefe feekers only fpeed, that afk in faith.* 
The prayer of the wicked is abhorr'd. 
As an abomination to the Lord.|| 
Ther fuits are fins, but their negle(5ls no lefs, 
Which can't their guilt diminifh, but increafc. 

f Song ill I, 4. ^ Matth. vii. 13, 14. § Luke xiiL 24^ 
. f Matth, riu 17. * Jax»c» i. 6. ^ PtoT, xr. 9, xxviii. 9* 
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They ought, like beggars, lie in grace's way ; 

Hence Peter taught the forcerer to pray :$ 

For though mere nat'ral men's addrefs or prayers 

Can no acceptance gain as works of theirs, 

Nor have, as their performance^ any fway ; 

Yet as a divine ordinance they may. 

But fpotlefs truth hath bound itfelf to grant 

The fuit of none but the believing faint. 

In Jefus, perfons once accepted, do 

Acceptance find in him for duties too. 

For He, whofe Son they do in marriage take. 

Is bound to hear them for their Hufband's fake. 

But let no Chriftlefs foul at prayer appear, 
As if Jehovah weie obliged to hear : 
But ufe the means, becaufe a fov'reign God 
May come with alms, in this his wonted road. 
He wills thee to frequent kind wifdom's gate, 
To read, hear, meditate, to pray, and wait % 
T'hy fpirit then be on thefe duties bent; 
As gofpel means, but not as legal rent. 
From tiiefe don't thy falvation hope nor claim, 
But from Jehovah in the ufe of them. 
The beggar's fpirit never was fo dull. 
While waiting at the gate call'd Beautiful^ 
To hope for fuccour from the temple gate. 
At which he daily did fo careful wait ; 
But from the rich and charitable fort. 
Who to the temple daily made refort. 
Means, ordinances, are th^ comely gate. 
At which kind Heav'n has bid us conflant wait : 
Not that from thefe we have our alms, bttt from 
The liberal God, who there is wont to come. 
If either we thefe means fhall dare negleft. 
Or yet from thefe th' enriching blifs expert. 
We from the glory of the king defalk. 
Who in the galleries is wont to walk ; 
We move not regular in duties road. 
But bafe, invert them to an idol god. 

Seek dien, if gofpel means you would effay, 
Through grace to ufe them in a gofpel way : 
I Adt« viii, aa. 
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Not deeming diat your duties are the price 
Of divine favour, or of paradife ; 
Nor that your beft efforts employed in thefe 
Are fit exploits your awful Judge to pleafe, 
Why, thus you bafely idolize your traih. 
And make it with the blood of Jefus clafii. 
You'd buy the bleffing with your vile refufe, 
And fo his precious righteoufnefs abufe. 
What ! buy his gifts with filthy lumber ? nay ; 
Whoever offers thi^ muft hear him fay, 
J^hy money perjjh tvitb i by foul for ay.* 

Duties are means, which to the marriage bed 
Should chaflely lead Us like a chamber maid ; 
But if with her inftead of Chrift we match. 
We not our fafety, but our ruin hatch. 
To Cefar what is Cefar's IKould be given, 
ButCefar muft not have what's due to Heav'n ; 
So duties Ihould have duties room, 'tis true. 
But nothing of the glorious Hufband's due. 
While means the debt of clofe attendance crave, 
Our whole dependence God alone muft have. 
If duties, tears, our confcience pacify, 
They with the blood of Chrift prefume to vie. 
Means are his vafFals ; fhall we without grudge 
Difcard the mafter, and efpoufe the drudge ? 
The hypocrite, the legalift does fin, 
To live on duties, not on Chrift therein. 
He only feeds on empty difhes, plates. 
Who dotes on means, but at the ^lanna frets. 
Let never means content thy foul at all, 
Without the Hiift>and, who is all in al^f 
Cry daily for the happy marriage houf"; 
To thee belong* the mean, to him the power. 

SECT. IIL A call to helkve in Jefus Chrift, <wilh fonie 
hints at ike aS and ohjeS of Faith. 

Friend, is the queftion on thy heart engrav'd, 
* What fhall I do to be forever fav'd Vt 

* ita» viii. ao. f Col iii. 3. J Ads xvi. 30. 
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Lo 1 here's a living rock to build upon ; 
Believe in Jefus ;* and on liim alone 
For rigliteoulhers and ftrength thine anchor drop. 
Renouncing all thy former legal hope. ^ 

* Believe (lay you !) I can no more believe, 

* Than keep the law of works, the DO and LIVE.' 
True ; and it were thy mercy, didft thou ice 
Thine utter want of all ability. 

New covenant graces he alone can grant, 
^Vliom God has given to be the covenant ;t 
Even Jefus, whom the facred letters call 
Faith's objc^, author, finifher, and all ; 
In him alone, not in thy ad of faith, 
Thy foul believing full falvation hath. 

In this new covenant judge not faith to hold 
The room of perfed doing in the old. 
Faith is not given to be the fed'ral price 
Of other bleflings, or of paradife : 
But Heaven, by giving tliis, (Irikes out a door 
At which is carried in ftill more and more. 
No iinner muft upon his faith lay flrefs. 
As if it were a perfeA righteoufnefs. 
God ne'er aflign'd unto it fuch a place ; 
'Tis but at beft a bankrupt begging grace. 
Its objeA makes its fame to fly abroad, 
So clofe it gripes the righteoufnefs of God ; 
Wliich righteoufnefs receiv'd, is (without ftrife) 
The true condition of eternal life. 

But ftill, fay you, power to believe I mifs. 
You may ; but know you what believing is ? 
Faith lies not ih your building up a tower 
Of fome great a^ion by your proper power, 
For Heaven well knows, that by the killing fall. 
No power, no will remains in man at all 
For z6ts divinely good ; 'till fov'reign grace, 
By powerful drawing virtue turn the chace. 

* Vcrfc 31. f Ifa. xlii. 6. 
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Hence noDC* believe In Jefus as tliey ought, "J 

'Till once they firft believe they •ciin do nought, > 

Nor are fujjicient e'en tofonn a thought,* J 

They're confcious, in the right believing hour, 

Of human weaknefs, and of divine power. 

Faith a<5ls not in the fenfe of ftrengtli and might, 

But in tlie fenfe of weaknefs a<5ls outright. 

It is (no boafting arm of power or length) 

Lut iveahnefs a^lng on almighty Jlrengih.\ 

It is the powerlefs, helplefs fmner's flight 

Into the open arms of faving might: 

'Tis an employing Jefus to do all 

That can within falvation's compafs fall ; 

To be the agent kind in ev'ry tiling 

Belonging to a prophet, prieft, and king ; 

To teach, to pardon, fandify, and fave. 

And nothing to the creature's power to leave. 

Faith makes us joyfully content that he 

Our Head, our Hufband, and our All fhould be ; 

Oar righteoufnefs and ftrength, our ftock and (lore, 

Our fund for food and raiment, gi-ace and glore. 

It makes the creature down to nothing fall. 

Content that Chrift alone be all in all. 

The plan of grace is faith's delightful view, 
With which it clofes, both as good and true. 
Unto the truths the rnindU ajfent is full, 
Unto the good^ a free confenting will. 
The Holy Spirit here the agent chief. 
Creates tliis faith, and dafties unbelief. 
That very God who calls us to believe, 
The very faith he feeks muft alfo give. 
Why calls he then ? fay you. Pray, man, be wife ; 
Why did he call dead Lazarus to rife ? 
Becaufe the orders in their bofom bear 
Almighty power to make the carcafe hear. 

But Heaven may not this mighty power difplay. 
Moft true ; yet ftill thou art obliged t' obey. 
But God is not at all .obliged to ftretch 
His faving arm to fuch a fmful wretch. 

.? % Cor. UI5. t » Cor. xii. 9. 
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All who within falvation rolls have pkice, 

Are faved by a prerogative of grace ; 

But veffels all tliat Ihall witli wrath be cramm'd,. 

Are by an adt of holy juilice damn'd. 

Take then, dear foul, as from a friendly heart, 

The counfel which the following lines impart, 

• SECT. IV. j^n advice to Jtnners to apply to the foverelgn 
mercy of God^ as it is difcovered through Chrijl^ to the high- 
eft honour ofjujliccj and other divine attributes^ in order t9 
further their faith in him unto falvation. 

Go, friend, and at Jehovah's footftool bow ; 

Thou knoweft not what a fov'reign God may do. 

Confefs, if he commiferate tliy cafe, 

*Twill be an ad of powerful fov'reign grace : 

Sequeftrate carefully fome folemn hours. 

To fhew thy grand concern in fecret powers. 

Then in the enfuing ftrain to God impart, 

And pour into his bofom all thy heart. 
O glorious, gracious, powerful, fov'reign Lord, 
Thy help unto a fmful worm afford ; 
Wlio from my wretched birth to this fad hour 
Have ftill been deftitute of will and power 
To clofe with glorious Chrift ; yea, filPd with fpite T 
At thy fair darling, and thy faints' delight, > 

Redding all his grace with all my might. J 

Come, Lord, and fap my enmity's ftrong tower ; 
O hafte the marriage day, the day of power : 
That fweetly, by reiiftlefs grace inclin'd, 
My once relu(5lant be a willing mind; 
Thou fpak'ft to being ev'ry thing we fee. 
When thy almighty will faid. Let it be. 
Nothings to beings in a moment pafs : 
Let there be light, thoufaid/i ; andfo it was,* 
A powerful word like this, a mighty call, 
Muft fay, Let J:here be faitli, and then it ihall. 
Thou feek'll my faith and flight from fin and guilt ; 
Give what thou feck'ft, Lord ; then feck what thou wilt. 

* Gen. i. 3. 
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What good can iflue from a root fo ill ? 
This heart of mine's a wicked lump of hell ; 
'Twill all thy common motions ftill refill, 
Unlefs with ipecial drawing virtue bleft. 
Thou calls, but with the call tliy power convey ; 
Command me to believe, and X'U obey, 
Nor any more thy gracious call gainfay. 
Command, O Lord, eSedually command. 
And grant I be not able to withftand ; 
Then powerlefs I will ftietch the withered hand. 
* I to thy favour can pretend no claim. 
But what is borrowed from thy glorious name ; 
Which though moft juftly thou may'ft glorify^ 
In damnine fuch a guilty wretch as me, 
A faggot fitted for the burning fire 
Of thine incenfed everlafting ire : 
Yet, Lord, fince now I hear thy glorious Son, 
In favour of a race that was undone, 
Did in tliy name, by thy authority. 
Once to the full ftem juftice fatisfy ; 
And paid more glorious tribute thereunto 
Than hell and all its torments e*er can do. 
Since my falvation through his blood can raife "J 
A revenue to juftice* higheft praife, S- 

Higher than rents, which hell for ever pays : j 
Thefe to tremendous jullice never brii>g 
A fatisfadion equal and condign. 
But Jefus our once dying God performs, 
What never could by ever dying worms : 
Since thus thy threatening law is honoured more 
Than e'er my fins affronted it before : 
Since juftice ftem may greater glory win. 
By juftifying in tliy darling Son, 
Than by condenming ev*n the rebel me ; 
To this device of wildom, lo ! I flee. 
Let juftice. Lord, according to thy will. 
Be glorify'd with glory great and full -, 
Not now in hell where juftice petty pay 
Is but extorted parcels minc'd for ay 2 
But glonfy'd in Chrift, who down has told 
Tlje totiil fixm at once in liquid gold. 
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* In loweft hell low praife is only won, 

* But juftice has the higheil in thy Son ; 

* The Sun of ri'Tfliteournels that fet in red, 

* To fhew the glorious morning would fucceed. 

* In him tlien ilivc thou me from fin and Ihame, 

* And to the highefl glorify thy name. 

* Since tliis bright fcenc thy glories all cxprefs, 
•And grace as emprefs reigns through righteoufnefs ; 

* Since mercv fair runs in a crimfon flood, 

* And vents through juftice fatisfying blood : 

* Not only then for mercy's fake I fue, 

* But for the glory of thy juftfce too. 

* And fmce each letter of thy name divine "1 

* Has in fair Je/us' face the brightell Ihine, > 

* This glorious Hufband be for ever mine. j. 

* On this flrong argument fo fweet, fo blell, 

* With thy allowance, Lord, I niuft infift. 

* Great Gcd, fmce thou allowell unworthy me 

* To make thy glorious name my humble plea ; 
^ No glory worthy of it v;ilt thou gain, 

* By cafting me into the burning main. 

* My feeble back can never fuit the load, 

* That fpeaks thy name a fm revenging God.. 

* Scarce would that name feem a confuming fire 

* Upon a worm unworthy of thine ire. 

* But fee the wortliy Lamb, thy chofen Prieft, 

* With jullice' burning glal's againd his bread, 

* Contracting all the beams of 'venging wrath, 

* As in their centre, till he bum to death. 

* Vengeance can never be fo much proclaimed, 

< By fcatter'd beams among the millions danm'd. 

< Then, Lord, in him, me to tlie utmoft fave, 

< And thou fhalt glory to the higheft have : 

* Glory to wifdorriy that contrived fo well ! 

* Glory to powery that bore and bury'd hell I 

* Glory to hoUnefsy which fm defac'd, 

* With fmlefs fervice now divinely grac'd ! 

* Glory lojuftice* fword, that flaming flood, 

* Now drunk to pleafure with atoning blood ! 

* Glory to truih^ that now in fcarlet clad, 

* Has feal'd both threats and pronvvfe^^vOa^^^^V 

H 2 
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* Glory to mercy y noTv in purple ftreams, "l 

* So fweetly gliding through the divine flames l 

* Of odier once offended, now exalted names ! j 

* Each attribute confpires with joint embrace, "} 

* To fhew its fparkling rays in Jefus' face ; V 

* And thus to deck the crown of matchlefs grace. J 

* But to tliy name in hell ne'er can accrue 

* The thoufandth part of tliis great rcTenue. 

* O ravifhing coiurivance ! light that blinds 

* Cherubic gazers, and feraphic minds ! 

* They prey into the deep, and love to learn 

* What yet fhould vaftly more be my concern. 

* Lord, once my hope mofl reafonlefs could dream 

* Of heaven, without regard to thy great name : 

* But here is laid my lading hope to found, 

* A highly rational, a divine ground. 

* *Tis reafonable, I expe(5l thou'lt take 

* The way that moft will for thine honour make. 

* Is this the plan ? Lord, let me build my claim 

* To life, on this high glory of thy name. 

* Nor let my faithlefs heart or think, or fay, 

* That all this glory fhall be thrown away 

* In my perdition ; which will never raife 

* To thy great name fo vafl a rent of praife. 

* O then a rebel into favour take : 

* Lord, fhield and fave me for thy glory's fake. 

* My endlefs ruin is not worth the coft, 

* That fo much glory be for ever loft. 

* 1*11 of the greateft fmner bear the fhame, 

* To bring the greateft honour to thy name. 

* Small lofs, though I fhould perifh endlefs days, 

* But thoufand pities grace fhould lofe the praife. 

* O bear, Jehovah, get the glory then, 

* And to my fupplication fay, Amen* 

SECT. V. The ternblt Doom of unhelievers and rejeders of 
C/jrift, or defj/Hfers of the goffel 

Thus, finner, into Jefus' bofom flee, 

Then there is hope in Ifrael fure for thee. 

SUght not the caJJ, as runmng by m ibixne^ 
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Left thou repent for ay, if not in time. 

*Tis inoft unlawful to contemn and Ihun 

All wholefome counfels that in metre run ; 

Since the prime fountains of the facred writ 

Much heav'nly truth in holy rhimes traufmit. 

If this don't pleafe, yet hence it is no crime 

To verfify the word, and preach in rhime. 

But in whatever mould the doftrine lies. 

Some erring minds will gofpel truth defpifc 

Without remeid, till Heav'n anoint their eyes. 

Thefe lines pretend no conquering art nor /kiD, 

But Ihew, in weak attempts, a ftrong good will 

To mortify all native legal pride, 

And court the Lamb of God a virgin bride. 

If he tliy conjunift match be never given, 

Thou'rc doom'd to hell as fure as God's in heaven. 

If gofpel grace and goodnefs don't thee draw, 

Thou art condemn'd already by the law. 

Yea, hence damnation deep will doubly brace. 

If ftill thy heart contemn redeeming grace. 

No argument from fear or hope will move, 

Or draw tliy heart, if not the bond of love ; 

Nor flowing joys, nor flaming terrors chafe 

To Chrift the hav'n, without the gales of grace^ 

O flighter, then, of grace's joyful found, 

Thou'rt over to the wrathful ocean bound. 

Anon thou'lt fmk into the gulph of woes, 

Whene'er thy wafting hours are at a clofe ; 

Thy falfe old legal hope will then be loft. 

And with thy wretched foul give up the ghoft. 

Then farewel God and Chrift, and grace and glore ;. 

Undone thou art, undone for evermore. 

For ever flnking underneath the load 

And preflure of a fin revenging God. 

The facred awful text aflerts, ' To fall 

* Into his living hands is fearful thrall ; 

* When no more facrifice for fin remains,** 
But ever living wrath, and lafttng chains : 

• Hcb. X. 39, 31. 
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Heav'n ftlll upholding life in dreadful death, 

Still throwing down hot thunderbolts of wrath,. 

As full of terror, and as manifold 

As finite vefTels of his wrath can hold. 

• Then, then we may fuppofe the wretch to cry, 

* Oh, if this damning God wojild let mc die^ 

*- And not torment me to eternity ! 
Why from the filent womb of ftupid earth. 
Did Heav'n awake, and puih me into birth ? 
Curs*d be the day that ever gave me life ; 
Curs' d be the cruel parents, man and wife, 
Means of my being, inftruments of wo ; 
For now I'm damn'd, I'm damn'd, and always fo. 
Curs'd be the day that ever made me hc?.r 
The gofpel call whicl^ brought falvation near. 
The endlefs found of flighted mercy's bell 
Has in mine ears ti.e moft tormentinij kiiell. 
Of cfFer'd grace I vain repent the lofs. 
The joyful found with hon or recognofce. 
The hollow vault reverberates the found ; 
This killing echo ftrikes the deepeft wound. 
And with too late remorfe does now confound 
Into the dungeon of deipair I'm lock'd, 
Th' once open door of hope for ever block'd ; 
Hopelefs I fink into the dark abyfs, 
Banifti'd for ever from eternal blifs. 
In boiling waves of vengeance mud I lie ? 
O could I curfe this dreadful God and die. 
Infinite years in torment fhall I fpend, 
And never, never, never at an end ! 
Ah ! muil I live in torturing defpair 
As many years as atoms in the air ? 
When thefe are fpent, as many thoufands more 
As grains of fand that crowd the ebbing ftiore ? 
When thefe are done, as many yet behind 
As leaves of foreft fliaken w4th the wind ? 
When thefe are gone, as many to enfue 
As ftems of gr^fs on hills and dales that grew I 
When thefe run out, as many on the march 
As ftarry lamps that gild the fpangled arch ? 
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When thefe expire, as many millions more 
As moments in the millions paft iK-fore ? 
When all thefe doleful years are i'pent in pain. 
And multiplyM by tnyrlads again, 
Till numbers drown the tliought, could I fuppofe 
That then my wretched years were at a clofe, 
This would afford fome eafe : but, ah ! I Ihiver 
To think upon the dreadful found, ^or e^er ! 
The burning gulph, where I blafpheming lie, 
Is time no more, but vaft eternity. 
The growing torment I endure for iln, 
Through ages all is always to begin. 
How did I but a grain of pleafure fow. 
To reap an harveft of immortal wo ? 
Bound to the bottom of the burning main, 
Gnawing my chains, I wifh for death in vain. 
Juft doom ! fince I that bear the eternal load 
Contemn'd the death of an eternal God. 
Oh ! if the God that curs'd me to the hiili, 
Would blefs me back to notliing with a dafh ! 
But hopelefs I the juft avenger hate, 
Blafpheme the wrathful God, and curfe my fate.' 
To thefe this, word o{ terror I dire^, 
Who now l\iQ great fahatioH dare neg!e& ;* 
To all the Chrift-defpifmg multitude. 
That trample on the great Redeemer's blood : 
That fee no beauty in his glorious face. 
But flight his offers, and refufe his grace. 
A melienger of wrath to none I am, 
But thofe that hate to wed the worthy Lamb. 
For though the fmalleft fins, if fmall can be, 
Will plunge the chriftlefs foid in mifery : 
Yet, lo ! die greateft that to mortals cleave. 
Shan't damn the fouls in Jefus that beliete : 
Becaufe they on the very method fall 
That well can make amends to God for all. 
Whereas prcud fouls, through unbelief, won't let 
The glorious God a reparation get 

• Hcb. ii. 3. 
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Of all his honour in his darling Son, 

For all the great dillionours they liave di^nc. 

A faithlefs Ibul the glorious Cod bereaves 

Of all the fatisfa6lion that he craves ; 

Hence under divine hotteft fury lies, 

And with a double vengeance juftly dies. 

The blackeft part of Tophet is their place, 

Who flight the tenders of redeeming grace. 

That facrilegious monfter, Unbelief^ 

So hardened 'gainft remorfe and pious grief, 

Robs God of all the glory of his names, 

And every divine attribute defames. 

It loudly calls the truth of God a lie ; 

The God of truth a liar ;^ horrid cry 1 

Doubts and denies his precious words of grace. 

Spits venom in the royal Suitor's face. 

This monftey cannot ceafe all fm to hatch, 

Becaufe it proudly mars the happy match. 

As each law wedded foul is join'd to fin. 

And deftitute of holinefs within ; 

So all that wed the law, mull wed the curfe, 

Which rent they fcom to pay with Chrifl's full purfe. 

They clear may read their dreadful doom in brief, 

Whofe fefter'd fore is final unbelief: 

Though to the law their life exadtly fram'd. 

For zealous a<Ss and paffions too were fam' 

Yet, lo ! He that believes not, fhall be damn' 

But now 'tis proper on the other fide. 
With words of comfort to addrefs the biide. 
She in her glorious Hufband does pofTefs 
Adorning grace, acquitting righteoufnefs : 
And hence to her pertain the golden mines 
Of comfort open'd in the following lines. 

♦ John V. 10, t John iii. i8. 
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GOSPEL SONNETS. 

PART II. 

THE BELIEVER'S JOINTURE : 

OR, 

THE POEM CONTINUED, 

Upon Isaiah llv. 5. Thy Maker is thy HuJbancL 

N. B, The following lines being primarily intended 
for the ufe and edification of pionfly exercifed fouls, 
and efpecially thofe of a more common and ordinary 
capacity ; die author thought fit, through the whole 
of the fecond part of this book, to continue, as in the 
former editions, to repeat that part of tlie text, Thy 
Hujband, in the la/l line of every verfe : becaufe, how- 
ever it tended to limit him, and reftridt his liberty of 
words in the compofition, yet having ground to judge, 
that tliis appropriating appellation ftill refumed, has 
rendered thefe lines formerly the more favoury to 
feme exercifed Chriftians, to whom the name of Chrift 
(particularly as their Head and Hufband) is as oint^ 
merit poured forth ; he chofe rather to fubje(^ himfelf to 
that reflriiflion, than to withhold what may tend to 
the fatisfa(5lion and comfort of thoie to whom Chrift: 
is all in all ; and to whom his name, as their Hufband, 
fo many various ways applied, will be no naufeous 
repetition. 

CHAP. I. 

Containing the Privileges of the Believer that 
is efpoufed to Chrift by faith of divine op- 
eration. 

SECT. L The Believer* s perfeS beauty ^ free acceptance^ and 
fuUfecurity, through the imputation of ChriJVs perfe^ right" 
eoufnefsf though imparted grace be imperfeS, 

O HAPPY foul, Jehovah's bride, 

The Lamb's beloved fpoufe ; 
Strong confolation's flowing tide, 
Thy Hufband thee allows. 
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In thee, though like thy father's race, 

By nature black as hell. 
Yet now, fo beautify*d by grace. 

Thy Hufband loves to dwell. 

Fair as the moon thy robes appear. 

While graces are in drefs ; 
Clear as the fun,* while found to wear 

Thy Hufband's righteoufnefs. 

Tliy moon-like graces, changing much, 

Have heie and there a fpot ; 
Thy fun like glory is not fuch. 

Thy Hufband changes not. 

Thy white and ruddy vefture fair 

Outvies the rofy leaf; 
For 'mong ten thoufand beauties rare 

Thy Hufband is tlie chief. • 

Cloth'd with the fun, thy robes of light 

The morning rays outfhine ; 
The lamps of heav'n are not fo bright. 

Thy Hufband decks thee fine. 

Though hellifh fmoke thy duties flain. 

And fin ix&xma thee quite ; 
Thy Surety's merit makes thee cleaut 

Thy Hufband's beauty white. 

Thy prayers and tears, nor pure, nor good. 

But vile and loathfome feem ; 
Yet gain, by dipping in his blood, 

Thy Hufband's high efleem. 

No fear thou ftarve, though wants be great, 
* In htm thou art complete :\ . 

Thy hungry foul may hopeful wait, 
^ Tly Huft)and gives thee meat. 

Thy money, merit, power and pelf. 

Were fquander*d by thy fall ; 
Yet having notliing in thyfelf. 

Thy Hufband is thy all. 

* Song vL xo. t CoL ii. la 
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Law precepts, threats, may both befet 

To crave of thee their due ;' 
But juftice for thy double debt 

Thy Hufband did purfue. 

Though juftice ftern as much belong 

As mercy to a God ; 
Yet juftice fuffer'd here no wrong, 

Thy Huft>and's back was broad. 

He bore the load of wrath alone, 

That mercy might take vent ; 
Heaven's pointed arrows all upon 

Thy Hufband's heart were fpent. 

No partial pay could juftice ftill, 
No farthing was retrench'd ; * 

Vengeance exaded all, until 
Thy Huft)and all advanc'd. 

He paid, in liquid golden red. 

Each mite the law requir'd, •« 

Till with a loud ^Tis Jinifhed^ 

Thy Huftjand's breath expir'd. 

No procefs more the law can tent ; - 
Thou ftand'ft within its^ verge, *' 

And may'ft with pleafure now prefent 
Thy Hufband'« full difcharge. 

Though new contracted guilt beget 

New fears of divine ire : 
Yet fear thou not, though drown' d In debt. 

Thy Huft)and is the payer. 

God might in rigour thee indite 

Of higheft crimes and flaws : 
But on thy head no curfe can light, 

Thy Hufband is the caufe. 

♦ John xxt, 30. 
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SECT. II. Chrlfi the believer's friend^ prophet^ p^'^'J^i i^f^g* 
defencey guide^ guards help^ and healer • 

Dear foul, when all the human race 

Lay welt'ring in their gol-e, 
Vaft numbers, m that difmal cafe. 

Thy hufband pafTed o'er. 

But pray, why did he thoufands pafs. 

And fet his heart on thee \ 
The deep, the fearchlefs reafon was, 

Thy Hulband's love is free. 

The forms of favour, names of grace, 

And q^ices of love. 
He bears for thee, with open face 

Thy Hufband'^ kindnefs prove. 

'Gainft darknefs black, and error blind, 
^ Thou haft ^fun zxidLjhield ;f 
And to reveal the Father's mind, 
Thy Huftand's Prophet feal'd^ 

He likewise, to procure thy peace. 

And fsM from fin's arreft, 
Refign'd himfelf a facrifice ; 
,,.. Thy Hufband is thy Priefi. 

^^^%Si!dL that he might thy will fubjefl. 
And fweetly captive bring. 
Thy fins fubdue, his throne eredl, 
Thy Hufband is thy King. 

Though numerous and afTaulting foes 

Thy joyful peace may mar. 
And thou a thoufand battles lofe, 

Thy Hufband wins the war. 

Hell's forces, which thy mind appal,' 

His arm can foon difpatch : 
How ftrong foe'er, yet for them all 

Thy Hufband's more than match. 

f- Pfalm Izzxiv. ix. 
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Though fecret lufts, with hid conteft. 

By heavy groans reveal'd, 
And devils rage ; yet do their beft, 

Thy Hufband keeps the field. 

When, in defertion's evening dark. 

Thy fteps are apt to Hide, 
His conduA feek, his counfel mark $ 

Thy Hufband is thy giude. 

In doubtSy renouncing felf-conceit. 

His word and Spirit prize : 
He never counfelPd wrong as yet, 

Thy Hufband is fo wife. 

When weak, thy refuge feefl at hand, ^ 

Yet cannot run the length 5 
'Tis prefent power to underfland 

Thy Hufband is thy flrength. 

When fhaking florms annoy thy heart, •*- 

His word commands a calm : 
Of bleeding wounds to eafe the fmart. 

Thy Hufband's blood is balm. ♦ 

Truft creatures, nor to help thy thrall. 

Nor to afTuage thy grief: 
Ufe means, but look beyond them all ; 

Thy Hufband's thy relief. 

If Heaven prefcribes a bitter drug. 

Fret not with froward will ; 
This carriage may thy cure prorogue ; 

Thy Hufband wants not fkilL 

He fees the fore, he knows the cure 

Will mofl adapted be ; 
'Tis then mpfl reafonable, fure. 

Thy Hufband choofe for thee. 

Friendfhip is in his chaflifements. 

And favour in hss frowns ; 
Thence judffe not then in heavy flaints, 

Thy Hufband ^ee difowns : 



100 GOSPEL SONNETS. Part IT, 

The deeper his Iharp lancet go 

In ripping up thy wound, 
The more thy heiiling ihall unto 

Thy Hufband's praife redound. 



SECT. III. Cbrlft the hlUver^s wonderfid fh^man and 

wealthy Friend. ^ 

Kind Jefus empties whom he'll fill, 

Cafts down whom he will raile ; 
He quickens whom he feems to kill ; 

Thy Hufband thus gets praife. 

\Vlien awful rods are in his hand, 

. There's mercy in his mind ; 
AVhen clouds upon his brow do ftand. 
Thy Hufband's heart is kind. 

*■ In various changes to and fro, 
He'll ever conilant prove ; 
Nor can his kindnefs come and go. 
Thy' Hufband's name is Love. 

His friends In mod affli^ed lot 

His favour muft have felt ; 
For when they're try'd in furnace hot, ' ' 

Thy Hufband's bowels melt. 

When he his bride or wounds, or heals, 
Heart kindnefs does him move ; 
**. And wraps in frowns as well as fmiles. 
Thy Hufband's lafting love. 

In's hand no cure could ever fail, H 

Though of a hopelefs ftate, ' '\ 

He can in defp*rate cafes heal, '\^ 
Thy Hufband's art's fo great. 

The medicine he did prepare. 

Can't fail to work for good : 
O balfam powerful, precious, rare. 

Thy Hufband's facred blood : 
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Which freely from his broached bread 

Gufh'd out like pent up fire. 
His cures are beft, his wages leaft. 

Thy Hufband takes no hire. 

Thou haft no worth, no might, no good. 

His favour to procure : 
But fee his ftore, his power, his blood ! 

Thy Hufband's never poor. 

Himfelf he humbled wond'roufly 

Once to the loweft pitch. 
That bankrupts through his poverty 

Thy Hufband might enrich. 

His treafure is more excellent 

r 

Than hills of Ophir gold : 
In telling ftores were ages fpent. 
Thy fiufband's can't be told. 

All things that fly on wings of fame, 

Compar'd with thefe are drofs ; 
Thy fearchlefs riches in his name. 

Thy Husband doth engrofs. 

The great Immanuel, God-man, 

Includes fuch ftore divine ; 
Angels and faints will never fcan 

Thy Husband's golden mine. 

He* s foil of grace and truth* indeed. 

Of SplrUy\ merit, might ; 
Of all the wealth that bankrupts need 

Thy Husband's heir by right. 

Tho' hean)*n*s his throne,^ he came from theuccy 

Tofeeh andfave the loft ;§ 
Whatever be the vaft expence. 

Thy Husband's at the coft. 

Pleas'd to expend each drop of blood 
That fiU'd his royal veins, 

• John i. 14. t John iii. 34. t Ifi*. Ixvl i. § Luke xix. 10* 
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Pie frank the facred viftim flood ; 
Thy Husband fpar'd no pains. 

Ills coll immenfe was in thy place; 

Thy freedom coft his thrall j 
Tliy glory coft him deep difgrace> 

Thy Husband paid for all. 

SECT. IV. TJje believer*! fafity under the covert of Chriffi 
atoning bloody and paiuerful intercefflon. 

When Heav'n proclaimed hot war and wrath. 

And fm increased the ftrife ; 
By rich obedience unto death. 

Thy Husband bought thy life. 

The charges could not be abridg'dy 

But on thefe noble terms ; 
Which all that prize, are hugg'd amidil 

Thy Husband's folded arms. 

When law condemns, and juftice too 

To prifon would thee hale ; 
As fureties kind for bankrupts do. 

Thy Husband offers bail. 

God on thefe terms is reconciPd, 

And thou his heart haft won : 
In Chrift thou art his favourM child, 

Thy Husband is his Son. 

Vindidlive wrath is whole appeas'd. 

Thou need not then be mov'd ; 
In Jefus altvays he^s *weU pleas' dy 

Thy Husband's his Belov'd.* 

What can be laid unto thy charge, 

When God does not condemn ? 
Bills of complaint, though foes enlarge. 

Thy Husband anfwers them. 

When fear thy guilty mind confounds. 
Full comfort this may yield ; 

• Matth. ui. 17» 
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Thy ranfom bill with blood and wounds, 
Thy Husband kind has foaPd. 

His promife is the fair extia6l 

Thou haft at hand to fhew ; 
Stern juftice can no more exad. 

Thy Husband paid its due. 

No terms he left tliee to fulfil. 

No clog to mar thy faith ; 
His bond is fign'd, his latter will. 

Thy Husband feaPd by death. 

The great condition of the band 

Of promife and ofblifsj 
Is wrought by him, and brought to hand 

Thy Husband's right^oufnefs. 

When therefore prefs'd in time of need. 

To fue the promife good. 
Thou haft no more to do but plead 

Thy Husband's fealing blood. 

This can thee more to God commend. 

And cloudy wrath difpel. 
Than e'er thy finning could offend j 

Thy Husband vanquifh'd hell. 

AVhen vengeance feems, for broken laws. 

To light on thee with dread ; 
Let Chrift be umpire of thy caufe. 

Thy Husband well can plead. 

He pleads his righteoufnefs that brought 

All rents the law could crave ; 
Whatever its precepts, threat'nings, fought^ 

Thy Husband fully gave. 

Did holinefs in precepts ftand. 

And for perfe^ion call, 
Juftice in threat'nings death demand ? 

Thy Husband gave it all. 

His blood the fiery law did quench. 
Its fummons need not fear : 
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Tliough *t cite thee to Heaven's awful bench. 
Thy Husband's at the bar. 

This Advocate has much to fay» 

His clients need not fear ; 
For God the Father hears him ay> 

Thy Husband hath his ear. 

A caufe faiPd never in his hand> 

So ftrong his pleading is ; 
His Father grants his whole demand. 

Thy Husband's will is his. 

Hell-foites all may rendezvous, 

Accufers may combine; 
JTet fejtr tTiou not who art his fpoufe, 
jMt^'^. Thy Husband's caufe is thine. 

■^ By folemn oath Jehovah did 
% His priefthood ratify ; 

Let earth and hell then counterplead, 
Thy Husband gains the plea. 



SECT. V. The BeUever*s Faith and Hope encouraged even 
in the darkefi nights of defertion and diftrefs. 

The cunning ferpent may accufe. 

But never fhall fucceed ; 
The God ofpeac£ will Satan bruife^ 

Thy Hufband broke hit head.* 

Hell furies threaten to devour. 

Like lions robb'd of whelps : 
But, la ! in every per'lous hour. 

Thy Hufband always helps. 

That feeble faith may never fail. 

Thine Advocate has pray'd 5 
Though winnbwing tempefts may aflail, 

Thy Hufband's near to aid. 

* Rom* zvi. 2o» 
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Though grievous trials grow apace. 

And put thee to a (land ; 
Thou may'ft rejoice in every cafe. 

Thy Hufband's help at hand. 

Truft thou when in defertion dark. 

No twinkling ftar by night, 
No ray appear, no glimm'ring {park j 

Thy Hu(band is thy light. 

His beams anon the clouds can rent. 

And through the vapours run ; 
For of the brighteft firmament* 

Thy Hufband is the Sun. 

• 

llTithottt the Sun who mourning go. 
And fcarce the way can find, 

ffe Brings through paths they do not know ;\ 
Thy Hufband leads the blind. 

Through Jire and water he with siilif 

Brings to a wealthy land; 
Rude flames and roaring floods, hefiilU 

Thy Hufband can command. 

. When fin diforders heavy brings. 
That prefs thy foul with weight ; 
Then mind how many crooked thitign 
Thy Hufband has made Jlraight. 

Still look to him with longing eyes. 
Though both thine eyes Ihould fail ; 

Cry, and at length, though not thy cries. 
Thy Hufband Ihall prevail. 

Still hope for favour at his hand. 
Though favour don't appear ; 

When help feems mofl aloof to (land, 
Thy Hufband's then mofl near. 

In cafes, hopelefs-like, faint hopes 
. May fail, and fears annoy ; 
But moft when (Iript of earthly props. 
Thy Hufband thou'lt enjoy. 

f Ifa. xliii. 19. 
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If providence the promife thwart. 

And yet thy humbled mind 
^Gainfl hope beUeves in hopCy* thou art, 

Tliy Husband's deareft friend. 

Art thou a weakling, poor and faint. 

In jeopardy each hour ? 
Let not thy weaknefs move thy plainti 

Tliy Husband has the power. 

Dread not the foes that foil'd thee longi 

Will ruin thee at length ; 
When thou art weak, then art thou ftrong ; 

Thy Husband is thy ftrength. 

When foes are mighty, many too> 

Don't fear, nor quit the field : 
'Tis not with thee they have to do. 

Thy Husband is thy fhield. 

rris hard to fight againll an hoI(, 

Or ftrive againft the ftream ; 
But lo ! when all feems to be loftj 

Thy Husband will redeem. 

SECT. VI. Benefits accruing to Believersyfrom the ojkes^ 
names f rnqtures^ andfufferlngs of Chrift* 

Art thou by lufts a captive led. 

Which breeds thy deepeft grief ? 
To ranfom captives is his trade. 

Thy Husband's thy relief. 

His precious name is Jesus ; why ? 

Becaufe h^ faves from Jin :\ 
Redemption-right he won't deny, 

Thy Husband's near of kin. 

His wounds have fav'd thee once from woes. 
His blood from vengeance fcreen'd ; 

When heaven, and earth, and hell were foes, 
TYff Husband was a friend : 

» Rom. Ti. z8. f Matth. L x^ 
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And will thy Captain now look on, 

And fee thee trampled down ? 
When lo ! thy ChampioA has the throne, 

Thy Husband wears the crown. 

Yield not, though cunning Satan bribet 

Or like a lion roar ; 
The Lion ftrong of Judah's tribe. 

Thy Husband's to the fore. 

And tha$ he never wtll forfake^^ 

His credit fair he pawn'd ; 
In hotteft*broils, then, courage take. 

Thy Husband's at thy hand. 

No ftorm needs drive thee to a ftrait. 

Who doft his aid invoke : 
Fierce winds may blow, proud waves may beat ; 

Thy Husband is the rock. 

Renounce thine own ability, 

Lean to his promis'd might ; 
The ftrength of Ifrael cannot lie. 

Thy Husband's power is plight. 

An awful truth does here prefent. 

Whoever think it odd 5 
In him thou art omnipotent. 

Thy Husband is a God. 

Jehovah's ftrength is in thy Head, 

^Vliicli faith may boldly fcan ; 
God in thy nature does refide. 

Thy Husband is a man. 

Thy flefh is his, his Spirit thine : 

And that you both are one. 
One body, fpirit, temple, vine. 

Thy Husband deigns to own. 

Kind he alfTumM thy^flefh and blood 

This union to purfue ; 
And without fhame, his brotherhood * 

Thy Husband does avow. 

t Heb. adii. 5, 
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He bore the crofs^ thy crown to win, 

Kis blood he freely fpilt ; 
The liuJy One afTuming fin. 

Thy Husband bore the guilt. 

Lo ! what a blefs'd exchange is this ! 

What v/ifdom (hines therein ! 
That tliou might'ft be made rigkieoufnefs^ 

Thy Husband was made fm.* 

The God of joy a man of grief. 

Thy forrows to difcufs 5 
Pure Innocence hang'd as a thief : 

Thy Husband lov'd thee thus. 

Bright beauty had his vifage marr'd, 

His comely form abus'd : 
True reft was from all reft debarred, 

Thy Husband's heel was bruis'd. 

The God of blcffings was a curfe, 

The Lord of lords a drudge, 
The heir of all things poor in purfe : 

Thy Husband did not giudgc. 

Tlie Judge of all condemned was, 

TJie God immortal (lain ; 
No favour, in thy wofnl caufe. 

Thy Husband did obtain. 

SECT. VIL ChrljTs Stiffermgs furtler imprcved, and Be- 
lievers called to live hy Falth^ both when they have atid 
luant JenfthU mfuences* 

liOVB praifes ilng^ without furceafe. 

To him that frankly came. 
And gave his foul a facrifice ; 

Thy Husband was th^ Lamb. 

What waken'd vengeance coul3 denounce, • 

All round him did befet ; 
And never left his foul, till once 

Thy Husband paid the debt. 



* ft Cor. V. a I. 
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• 

And though new debt thou ftill jcontraft. 

And run in deep arrears ; 
Yet all thy burdens on his back 

Thy Husband always bears. 

Thy Judge will ne-er demand of thee 

Two payments for one debt; 
'Thee with one vidim wholly free 

Thy Husband kindly fet. 

That no grim vengeance might thee meet, 

Thy Husband met \^ llh all ; 
And, that thy ibul may drink the fweet. 

Thy Husband drank the gall. 

Full breafts of joy he loves t' extend, 

Like to a kindly nurfe ; 
And, that thy blifs might full be gained. 

Thy Husband was a curfe. 

Thy fms he glu'd unto the tree, 

His blood this virtue hath ; 
For, that thy heart to fm might die, 

Thy Husband fuffered death. 

To .purchafe fully all thy good. 

All evil him befel ; 
To win thy heaven, with ftreams of blood. 

Thy Husband quenched hell. 

That this kind. Days-man in one band 

Might God and man betroth. 
He on both parties lays his hand^ 

Thy Husband pleafes both. 

The blood that could ftem juflice pleafe, 

And law demands fulfil. 
Can alfo guilty confcience eafe ; 

Thy Husband clears the bill. 

Thy higheft glory is obtained 

By his abafement deep j 
And that thy tears might all be drained. 

Thy Husband chofe to weep. 

K 
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His bondage all thy freedom bought, 
,^ He ftoop'd fo lowly down ; 
His grappling all thy grandeur brought. 
Thy Husband's croS thy crown. 

Tis by his fhock thy fceptre fways. 

His warfare ends thy ftrife ; 
His poverty thy wealth conveys. 

Thy Huiband's death thy life. 

Do mortal damps invade thy heart, 

And deadnefs feize thee fore ; 
Rejoice in this, that life t' impart 

Thy Hufband has in flrore. 

And when new life imparted feems 

Edablifh'd as a rock ; 
Boaft in the fountain, not the ftreams ; 

Thy Husband is thy ftock. 

The dreams may take a various turn. 

The fountain never moves : 
Ceafe then* o'er failing flreams to mourn. 

Thy Husband thus thee proves. 

That glad thou may'ft, when drops are gone, 

Joy in the fpacious fea : 
When incomes fail, then ftiU upon 

Thy Husband keep thine eye. 

But can't thou look, nor moan thy ftrait, 

So dark's the difmal hour ? 
Yet, as thou'rt able, cry and wait 

Thy Husband's day of power. 

Tell him, though fin prolong the term. 

Yet love can fcarce delay : 
Thy want, his promife, all affirm> 

Thy Husband mud not day. 

SECT. VIII. Cbrift the JBeRever^s enriching', Trea/ui 

Kind Jefus lives, thy life to be. 
Who maked him thy refuge j 
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Andy when he comes^ thou'lt joy to fee 
Thy Husband (hall be judge. 

Should paflmg troubles thee annoy, 

Without, witliin, or both 2 
Since endlefs life thou'lt then erijoy» 

Thy Husband pledgM his troth. 

What won't he, even in time, impart 

That's for thy real good ? 
He gave his love, he gavB his hieait, 

Thy Husband gave his blodd. 

He gives himfelf, and what (hoidd more ? 

What can he dien Ke&& ? 
If this won't pleaie thee, .ah i kow ibre 

Thy Hftjfband do& abufe I 

Earth's fruit, lieav^n^ dew he wont -deny, 

Whofe eyes thy need beheld 4 
Nought under or above the flcy 

Thy hufband will withhold. 

Do lofTes grieve f Since all is thhae. 

What lofs can thee be£d ? 
jUII things for goo J to tbise combtna^ 

Thy Hufbuid orders all. 

Thou'rt not put off with barren leaves. 

Or dung of -earthly petf ; 
More wesSh than heaV'n and earth he gives. 

Thy Hufband's thane hiraielf. 

Thou haft enough to flay thy plaint, 

Elfe thou complain'il of eafe ; 
For, having all, don't fpeak of want. 

Thy Hufband may fufiice. 

Trom tliis thy ftore, believing;, take 

Wealth to the utmoft pitch : 
The gold of Ophir cannot make. 

Thy Hufband makes thee rich. 

• Ronj. viii. %%^ 
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Some flying gains acquire by pains, 

And fome by plundering toil ; 
Such treafare fades, but thine remains. 

Thy Plu&and's cannot fpoil. 

SECT. IX. Chriji the Believer^s adorning Garment. 

Yea, thou excell'ft in rich attire 

The lamp that lights the globe ; 
Thy fparkling garment heav'ns admire. 

Thy Hufband is thy robe. 

This raiment never waxeth old, 

'Tis always new and clean ; 
From fummer heat, and winter cold. 

Thy Hufband can thee fcreen. 

All who the name of worthies bore. 

Since Adam was undreft. 
No worth acquired, but as diey wore 

Thy Hufband's purple veil. 

This linen fine can beautify 

The foul with fin begirt ; 
O blefs his name tliat e'er on thee 

Thy Hufband fpread his fkirt. 

Are dunghills decked with flowery glore, 

Which Solomon's outvie ? 
Sure thine is infinitely more. 

Thy Hufband decks the fky. 

Thy hands could never work the "drefs. 

By grace alone thour't gay ; 
Grace vents and reigns through righteoufnefs^ 

Thy Hufband's bright array. 

To fpin thy robe no more dofl need 

Than lillies toil for theirs ; 
Out of his bowels every thread 

Thy Husband thine prepares. 
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SECT. X. Chrlft the BelUver^ s fweet Nourl/bment. 

Thy food, conform to thine array. 

Is heav'nly and divine ; 
On paftures green, where angels play. 

Thy husband feeds thee fine. 

Angelic food may make thee fair, 

And look with cheerful face ; 
The bread of life, the double lhare» 

Thy Husband's love and grace. 

What can he give or thou defire. 

More than his flefh and blood ? 
Let angels wonder, faints admire. 

Thy Husband is thy food* 

His flefh the incarnaticn bears 

From whence thy feeding flows j 
His blood the /ttisfaSion clears 

Thy Husband both beftows. 

Th' incarnate God a facrifice 

To turn the wrathful tide. 
Is food for faith : -that may fuffice 

Thy Husband's guilty bride. 

This ftrength'ning food may fit and fence 

For work and war to come ; 
Till through the cloud, fome moments hence, 

Thy Husband bring thee home. 

Where plenteous feafling will fucceed 

To fcanty feeding here : 
And joyful at the table head 

Thy Husband fair appear. 

The crumbs to banquets will give place 

And drops to rivers new : 
While heart and eye will face to face 

Thy Husband ever view. 



K 2 



114 GOSPEL SONNETS- Part II. 



CHAP. II. 

Containing the Marks and CharaSers of the 
Believer in Chrift ; together with fome far- 
ther privileges and grounds of comfort to 
the Saints. 

SECT. I. Dotthting Believers called td examine. By maris 
drawn from their love to him and bis frejence, their vieiv 
of his glory, and their hfing emptied of felf-righieoufnefs^ 

hfc. 

CtOOD news 4 but, fays the drooping bride, 

Ah ! what's all thi^ to me ? 
Thou doubt'ft thy right when lliadows hide 

Thy Husband's face from thee. 

Through fin and guilt thy fpirit faints. 

And trembling fears thy fate j 
But harbour not thy groundlefs plaints. 

Thy Husband's advent wait. 

Thou fob'ft, " O were I fure he's mine. 

This would give glad'ning eafe V* 
And fay'ft, Though wants and woes combine. 

Thy Husband would thee pleafe. 

But up and down, and feldom clear, 

Inclos'd with hellifh routs ; 
Yet yield thou not, nor fofter fear ; 

Thy Husband hates thy doubts. 

Thy cries and tears may flighted feem. 

And barr'd from prefent eafe ; 
Yet blame thyfelf, but never dream 

Thy Husband's ill to pleafe. 

Thy jealous unbelieving heart 

Still droops, and knows not why ; 
Then prove thyfelf to eafe thy fmart. 
Thy Husband bids thee try. 
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The following queftions pnts to thee. 

As fcripture marks may tell 
And fhew, whatever thy failings be, 

Tliy Husband loves thee well. 

MARKS. 

Art thou content when he's away ? 

Can earth allay thy pants ? 
If confcience witnefs, won't it fay. 

Thy Husband's all tliou wants ? 

When he is near^ (though in a crofs,) 

And thee with comfort feeds ; 
Dofl thou not count the earth as drofs, . 

Thy HusSand all thou needs ? 

In duties aft thou pleas'd or pain'd. 

When far he's out of view ? 
And finding him, think'ft all regained. 

Thy Husband always new. 

Though once thou thought'ft, while Sinai mift 

And darknefs compalS'd thee. 
Thou waft undone ; and glorious Chrift 

Thy Husband ne'er would be ; 

Yet knoweft thou not a faiier place. 

Of which it may be told. 
That there the glory of his grace 

Thy Husband did unfold I 

Where heav'nly beams inflam'd thy foul. 

And love's feraphic art. 
With hallelujahs did extol 

Thy Husband in thy heart. 

Couldft then have wifb'd all Adam'8 rac« 

Had join'd with thee to gaze ; 
That viewing fond his comely £u;e» 

Thy Husband might get praiie ? 

Art thou disjoined from other lords ? 

Divorc'd from fed'ral laws \ 
While with moft loving gofpel cords 

Thy Husband tindly draws \ 
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An't thou enlighten'd now to fee 

Thy righteoufnefs is naught 
But rags,* that cannot cover thee ? 

Thy Husband fo has taught. 

Doft fee thy beft performances 

fteferve but hell indeed ? 
And hence art led, renouncing thefe. 

Thy Husband's blood to plead ? 

When ftrengthen'd boldly to addrefs 

That gracious throne of his, 
Doft find thy ftrcngth and righteoufnefs, 

Thy Husband only is ? 

Canft thou thy moft exalted frame 

Renounce, as withering grafs, 
And firmly hold thine only claim 

Thy Husband's worthinefs, 

Canft pray with utmoft holy f pith. 

And yet renounce thy good ? 
And wafh, not with thy tears, but with 

Thy Husband's precious blood ? 

SECT. II. BeKevers defcribed from their Faith a8tng ly 
divine aldy andJUelng quite out of them/elves to ChrljL 

Cam nothing lefs thy confcience eafc. 

And plede thy heart ; no lefs 
Than that which juftice fatisfies, 

Thy Husband's righteoufnefs ? 

Doft fee thy works fo ftain'd with fin. 
That thou through grace art mov'd 

To feek acceptance only in 
Thy Husbandt the belov'd. 

Doft thou remind, that once a day- 
Free grace did ftrengthen thee. 

To gift thy guilty foul away, 
Thy Husband's bride to be ? 

* Zft» XdV. 6, t Vigour or ftrcngth. 
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Or doft thou mind the day of power, 

Wherein he broke thy pride, 
And gained thy heart ? O happy hour 

Thy Husband caught the bride ! 

He did thy enmity fubdue. 

Thy bondage fad recal. 
Made thee to choofe, and clofe purfue • 

Thy Husband as thy all. 

Wliat reft, and peace, and joy enfu'd 

Upon this noble choice ? 
Thy heart, with flowers of pleafure ftrew'd, 

Thy Husband made rejoice. 

Doft know thou ne'er coi^^ft ^^ embrace, 

Till he embraced thee ? 
Nor ever fee him, till his face 

Thy Husband open'd free ? 

And findeft to this very hour. 

That this is ftill the charm ; 
Thou canft do nothing, till with power 

Thy Husband (hew his arm ? 

Canft thou do nought by nature, art. 

Or any ftrength of thine. 
Until thy wicked froward heart 

Thy Husband fhall incline ? 

But art thou, though without a wing 

Of power aloft to flee. 
Yet able to do every thing. 

Thy Husband ftrength'ning thee i 

Doft not alone at duties fork,* 

But foreign aid enjoy ? 
And ftill in every piece of work 

Thy Husband's ftrength employ i 

Thy motion heavenly is indeed. 

While thou by faith doft move,. 
And ftill in every time of need 

Thy Husband's grace improve* 

^ Labour, wrcftlc, or tolU , 
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No common natural faith can fhevr 

Its divine brood like this ; 
Whofe objed, author, feeder too, 

Thy Husband only is. 

Dofl thou by falih on him rely ? 

On him, not on thy faith ? 
If faith fhidl tvith its objed): vie. 

Thy Husband's iet beneath. 

Their hands receiving faculty 

Poor beggars never view ; 
But hold ue royal gift in eye : 

Thy Husband ib wilt thou. 

Faitfaf like a gazbg,,eye xie*«r waits 

To boafl in feeing powers ; 
Its obje<5l: views, itfelf forgets ; 

Thy Husband it adores. 

It humbly fiill itfelf denies. 

Nor brags its aSs at ail ; 
Deep plung'd into its obje^ hes^ 

Thy Husband is its all. 

No (Irength hut his it has, and vauints. 

No (lore but his can ihow : 
Hence nothing has, yet nothing wants» 

Thy Husband trains it fo. 

Faith, of its -own, no Jiright can ihew» 

Elfe would itfelf deftniy. 
But will, for all it has to do. 

Thy Hueband ftill employ. 

Self-faviours none could ev^ be 

By faith or grace a£ theirs ; 
Their fruitlefs toil, fo high that flee^ 

Thy Hud^and's praife impairs. 

The feemingly devouteft deed. 

That would with fhamelefs brow 
His faving trade take o'er his head», 

TJijr Husband won't allow. 



CiUP- II. THE BELIEVER'S JOINTURE- X19 

JDoft therefore thoa to him aloiie 

Coirmit thy finful foul ? 
Knowing of tliy falvatioa 

Thy Husband is the whole. 

SECT. in. Believers charaSerifed hy the ohhSr and pu^ 
rity of their dejire^ delight^ joy^ hatred^ and fovCf Sfcover- 
ing they have the Sprit of Chriji, 

Dost thou his Spirit's conduA wait ? 

And, when compar'd to this. 
All worldly wifdom underrate ? 

Thy Husband waits to blefs. 

Tak'ft thou his Spirit for thy guide 

Through Baca's valley dry, 
Whofe ftreams of influences glide 

Thy Husband's garden by ? 

In digging wells here by his power 

Doft find it not in vain. 
While here a drop, and there a fliower, 

Thy Husband makes to rain ? 

Hence doft thou through, each weary caie. 

From ftrength to ftrength go on, 
From faith to faith, while grace for grace 

Thy Husband gives anon ? 

The good, the gracious work begun. 

And further'd by his ftrength. 
Shall profp'rous, though with wreftling, win 

Thy Husband's crown at length. 

Sin's power and prefence canft thou own 

Is thy moft grievous fmart. 
That makes thee fob, and weep alone I 

Thy Husband knows thy heart. 

Does love to him make thee diftafte 

Thy lufts with all their charms ? 
Ajid moft them loath'ft, when moft thou bait 

Thy Husband in thine arms ? 
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Are cords of love die fweeteft ties 

To bind thee duty-ways ? 
And beft thou ferv'ft when mofl: thou Tpies 

Thy Husband's beauteous rays ? 

Didft ever thou thy pardon read 

In tears of untold joy ? 
When mercy made thy heart to bleed. 

Thy Husband was not coy. 

Does pardon fweetly melt thy heart ? 

And moft imbitter fin ? 
And make thee long with drofs to part, 

Thy Husband's throne to win ? 

When he arifes lufls to kill, 

Corruptions to deftroy, 
Does gladnefs then thy fpirit fill ? 

Thy Husband is thy joy. 

Doft thou his perfon fair embrace 

Beyond his bleflings all ? 
Sure, then, thou boldly mayft tlirough grace 

Thy Husband Jefus call. 

What company doft thou prefer ? 

What friends above the reft ? 
Of all relations every where. 

Thy Husband is die beft. 

Whom in the eardi or heav'n doft thou 

Moft ardently defire ? 
Is love's afcending fpark unto 

Tiiy Husband fet on fire ^ 

Haft diou a hatred to his foes, 

And doft their courfe decline ? 
Lov'il thou his faints, and dar'ft fuppofe 

Thy Husband's friends are thine ? 

Doft thou their talk and walk efteem. 

When moft divinely grave ; 
And favx)ur'ft beft when moft they feena 

Thy Husband's Spirit to have ? 
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SECT. IV. BelUvers in CLriJi qffeS his counfelj wordy or- 
dinances, afpearance^ full enjoyment in heaven^ and Jweet 
prefence he^e* 

Where go'ft thou fir ft when in a ftrait. 

Or when with grief oppred ? 
Fleeft thou to him ? O happy gate^ 

Thy Husband is thy reft. 

His counfel feek'ft thou ftill prepar'dj- 

Nor canft without him live ? * 

Wifdom to guide, and ftrength to guard, 
Thy Husband hath to give. 

Canft thou produce no pleafant pawn, 

Or token of his love ? 
Won't (ignets, bracelets, from his hand. 

Thy Husband's kindnefs prove ? 

Mind'ft when he fent his healing word. 

Which, darting from on high. 
Did light, and life, and joy afford ? 

Thy Husbsuid then was nigh, 

Canft thou the promife fweet forget 

He dropt into thy heart ? 
Such glad'ning power and love with it. 

Thy Husband did impart. 

Doft thou affe<5l his dwelling place. 

And mak'ft it thy repair ; 
Becaufe thine eyes have feen, through grace, 

Thy Husband's glory there ? 

Doft love his great appearing day. 

And thereon mufe with joy ; 
When duiky fhades will fly away> 

Thy Husband death deftroy ? 

Doft long to fee his glorious face 

Within the higher orb. 
Where humid forrows lofing place^ 

Thy Husband's rays abforb i 
L 
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Long'ft to be free of ev'ry fault, 
To bid all (in adieu ? 
■ And mount the hill, where glad thou fhalt 
Thy Husband's glory view ? 

Life where it lives, love where it loves, 

Will moft defire to be : 
Such love fick longing plainly proves 

Thy Husband's love to thee. 

What is i^ beft can eafe thy plaint. 
Spread -morning o'er thine ev'n ? 
** Is his approach thine heart's content. 
Thy Husband's prefence heav'n ? 

And when deny'd this fweet relief, 

Canft thou affert full well, 
His hiding is thy greateft grief. 

Thy Husband's abfence hell ? 

Let thy experience be difclos'd ; 

If confcience anfwer Yea 
To all the queries here propos'd. 

Thy Husband's thine for ay. 

Pertain thefe charadlers to thee ? 

Then, foul, begin and praife 
His glorious worthy name, for he 

Thy Husband is always. 

SECT. V. The true Believer's humiUtyy dependen^^ %ea!^ 
growth, admiration of free grace, and knowledge of Chrifi'i 
voice. 

Perhaps a faint may iigh and fay, 

" I fear I'm yet to learn 
** Thefe marks of marriage love," yet ftay. 

Thy Husband's bowels yearn. 

Tliough darkriefs may the light obfcure. 

And ftorms furmount thy calms. 
Day yield to night, and thou be poor. 

Thy Husband yet has alms. 
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Doft fee thyfelf an empty brat, 

A poor unworthy thing, 
With heart upon the duft laid flat ? 

Thy Husband there does reign. 

Art in thine own efleem a beaft, 

And doft thyfelf abhor ? 
The more thou haft of felf diftafte. 

Thy Husband loves thee more. 

Can hell breed no fuch wicked elf, * 

As thou in thine own fight ? ^ 

Thou'ft got, to fee thy filthy felf, 
Thy Husband's pureft light. 

Canft find no names fo black, fo vile. 
With which thou wouldft compare, 

But call'ft thyfelf a lump of hell ? 
Thy Husband calls thee fair. 

When his kind vifits make thee fee 

He's precious, thou art vile. 
Then mark the hand of God with thee. 

Thy Husband gives a fmile. 

He knows what vifits fuit thy^ftate. 

And though moft rare they be. 
It fets thee well on him to wait. 

Thy Husband waits on thee. 

Doft fee thou art both poor and weak, 
Vi^nd he both full and ftrong ? 
O do not his delays mtftake, 
Thy Husband comes ere long. 

Though during Sinai's ftormy ftay. 

Thou dreadft the difmal blaft. 
And fear'ft thou art a caft-away, 

Thy Husband comes at laft. 

The glorious Sun will rife apace. 

And fpread his healing wings, 
In fparkling pomp of fovereign grace. 

Thy Husband gladnefs brings. 
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Canft thon, whatever fhould come of thee. 

Yet wifli his Zion well, 
And joy in her profperity ? 

Thy Husband loves thy zeal. 

Doft thou admue his love to foine, 

Though thou ihouldft never (hare ? • 

Mercy to tliee will alfo come. 

Thy Husband hath to fpare. 

Poor foul 1 dofl grieve for want of grace, 
c. And weep for want of love, 
And Jefus fcek'ft ! O hopeful cafe ! 
Thy Hufband lives above. 

Regretting much thy falling fhort, 

Doft after more afpire ? 
There's hope- in Ifrael for thy fort, 

Thy Hufband's thy defire. 

Art thou well pleased that fov'reign grace. 

Through ChHft, exalted be ? 
This frame denotes no hopelefs cafe. 

Thy Hufband's pleas'd with thee. 

Couldft love to be the footftool low 

On which Jiis throne might rife. 
It's pompous grace around to (how ? 

Thy Husband does thee prize. 

If but a glance of his fair face 
Can cheer thee more than wine ; ^ 

Thou in his loving heart haft place* 
Thy Hufband place in thine. 

Doft make his blood fty daily bath ? 

His word and oath thy ftay I 
His law of love thy Hghtfome path ? 

Thy Hufband is thy way. 

All things within earth's fpaciouB womb 

Doft but count lofs and dungj 
For one fweet word in feafon from 

"Jlij Hufband's learned tongue ? 
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Skill to difcem and know his voice, 

From words of wit and art 
Will clearly prove tliou art his choice, 

Thy Hufband thine in heart. 

The pompous words that fops adnure, 

May vagrant fancy feaft ; 
But with feraphic harmlefs fire 

Thy Hufband's bum the breaft. 

». 
SECT. VI. True Believers are willtng to le tried and f.r- 
amtru4^ Comforts arlfingto them from Chr'tfl^s ready fap" 
ply^ real fympathyy and relieving namesy fulting their needs.. 

Dost thou upon thy trait'rous heart 

Still keep a jealous eye ? 
Mod willing that thine inward part 

Thy Hufband ftriaiy try ? 

The thieving croud will hate the light, 

Left ftolen efFedls be fhown ; 
But,truth defires what's wrong or right 

Thy Hufband would make known. 

Doft then his trying word await. 

His fearching do^rine love ? 
Fond, left thou err through felf-deceit. 

Thy Hufband would thee prove I 

Dofcoft thy mind with inward fmart 

Bewail thy unbelief? 
And confcious fue from plagues of heart 

Thy Hufband for relief? 

Why doubt'ft his love ? and yet, behold 

Witli him thou would'ft not part 
For thoufand thoufand earths of gold ; 
V Thy Hufband has thy heart. 

Though darkne'fs, deadnefs, unbelief. 

May all tliy iiiitil attend ; 
Light, life, and faith's mature relief^ 

Thy Husband has to fend% 
L 2 
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Of wants annnying, why cftmplain ? 

Supply aiifes hence ; ^ 

What gifts he has receiv'd for men,* 

Thy Husband will diipenfe. 

He got them in's exalted flate 

■ For rebels fuch as thou ; 
All then that's needful, good or great, 
Thy Husband will allow. 

Tliy wants he {ees^ thy cries he hears ; 

And, marking all thy moans, 
He in his bottle keeps thy tears. 

Thy Husband notes thy groans. 

All thine infirmities him touch. 

They ftrike his feeling heart ; 
His kindly fympathy is fuch. 

Thy Husband finds the fmart. 

Whatever touches thee affeds 

The apple of his eye ; 
Whatever harms he therefore checks, 

• Thy Husband's aid is nigh. 

If foes are fpar'd thy need is fuch. 

He flays them but in part : 
He can do all, and will do mucby 

Thy Husband ads by art. 

He often for the faddeft hour 

Referves the fweeteft aid : 
See how fuch banners heretofore 

Thy Husband has display' d. 

Mind where he voucned his good will. 

Sometimes at Hermonf mount, 
In Jordan land, at Mizar hill ; 

Thy Husband keeps the counts 

At fundry times and divers ways. 

To fuit thy various frames. 
Has feen, like rifmg golden rays. 

Thy Husband's various names. 

*Pfalm IxvilL iZ. \ KiOm ilii. ^ 
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> 

When guilty confcience ghaflly ftar'd, 

jEHOVAH-TSIDKENU,f 

The Lord thy righteoufnefs appear'd. 
Thy Husband in thy view. 

When in thy ftraits or wants extreme. 

Help fdiPd on ev'ry fide, 
jEHOvAH-jiRAHij: was his name,^ 

Thy Husband did provide. 

When thy long abfent Lord didft moan,. 

And to his courts repair ; 
Then was Jehovah-shammahJ known, 

Thy Husband prefent tliere. 

When thy a/Taulting foes appeared 

In robes of terror clad, 
Jehovah-nissi^ then was rear'd. 

Thy Husband's banner fpread* 

When furies arm'd with fright'ning guilt,^ 

Dunn'd war without furceafe ; 
Jehovah-shalom* then was built. 

Thy Husband fent thee peace. 

When thy difeafes death prodaim'd,. 

And creature balfams faiPd, 
jEHovAH-ROPHi-f* then was fram'd i 

Thy Husband kindly heal'd. 

'Xltus, as thy various needs require. 

In various modes like thefe. 
The help that fuits thy heart's defire>. 

Thy Husband's name conveys. 

To the UttlejlQchj as cafes vary. 
The great Jehovah fhews 

Himfelfa Rttle fanSuary^X 

Thy Husband gives the views* 

t Jcr. mil. 6. \ Ocn. xxiL 14^ 5 Back, xlviii ^. ^ 
\ Exod. xvii. 15. » Judg. vi. 44. f Exodu* 2V. SU& 

f Ezekiel u. z6. 
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SECT. VII. The JBeIiever*s experience of Chrl/Ps comfort^ 
able prefencey or of former comforts ^ to he improved for his 
encouragement andfupport under darknefs and hidings. 

Dost mind the place, the ipot of land. 

Where Jefus did thee meet ? 
And how he got thy heart and hand ? 

Tliy Husband then was fweet. 

Doft mind the garden, chamber, bank, 

A vale of viUon feem'd ? 
The joy was full, thy heart was frank. 

Thy Husband much efteem'd. 

Let thy experience fweet declare. 

If able to remind ; 
A Bochim here, a Bethel there, 

Thy Husband made thee find. 

Was fuch a comer, fuch a place, 

A paradife to tliee, 
A Peniel, where face to face 

Thy Hufband fair didft fee > 

There did he clear thy cloudy caufe. 

Thy doubts and fears deftroy ; 
And on thy fpirit feal'd he was 

Thy Hufband with great joy. 

Could'ft thou have faid it boldly then. 

And feal'd it with thy blood ? 
Yea, welcome deatli with pleafure, when 

Thy Hufband by thee flood. 

That earth again fhould thee infnare, 

O how thy heart was pain'd 1 
For all its fading glory there 

Thy Hufband's beauty ftain'd. 

'The thoughts of living more in fin 

Were then like hell to thee ; 
The life of heav'n did thus begin, 

Thy Hufband fet thee free. 
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Whatever thou found ft him at thy bcft. 

He's at thy worft the fame ; 
And in his love ivill ever rejl^ 

Thy Hufband holds his claim. 

Let faith thefe vifits keep in ftore. 

Though fenie the pleafure mifs ; 
The God of Bethel, as before. 

Thy Hufband always is. 

In meas'ring his approaches kind» 

And timing his descents ; 
In free and fov'retgn ways thou*lt find 

Thy Hujfband thee prevents, 

Prefcribe not to him in thy hearty 

He's infinitely wife. 
How oft he dirows his loving dart^ 

Thy Hufband does furprife. 

Perhaps a fudden gale thee bleft> 

While walking in thy road» 
Or on a journey, ere thou wift, 

Thy Hufband look'd thee broad. 

Thus was the eunuch fam'd (his flage 

A riding on the way, 
As he revolv'd the facred page*) 

Thy Hufluiiid's happy prey. 

"'^^ J^9W!liBiS*3&»g> fmging, prayer, 

com pafs'd thee, 
or e'er thoB^iitikft aware, 
id's light'ning free. 

Of heav'nly gales don't meanly think : 

For, though thy foul complains. 
They're but a fhort and paffing blink 5 

Thy Hufband's love remains. 

Think not, though breezes hafte away, 

Thou doft his faviour lofc 5 
But learn to know his for' reign way ; 

Thy Hufband comes and goes. 

^ A<Sls viii. 27 — 39, 
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Don't fay he's gone for ever, though 

J^h vifits he adjourn ; 
For yet a little while, and lo. 

Thy Huftand will return. 

In worfliip fecial, or retlr'd, 

Doft tliou his abfence wail ? 
Wait at his fhore, and be not fear'd. 

Thy Hufband's fhip's a fail. 

Yea, though in duties fenfe may miis 

Thy foul's beloved one ; 
Yet do not faint, for never is 

Thy Hufband wholly gone. 

Though Satan, fin, earth, hell at once 

Would thee of joy bereave : 
Mind what he faid, he won't renounce, 

Thy Husband will not leave. 

Though foes aflail, and friendfhip fail^ 

Thou haft a friend at court : 
The gates of hell fhall ne'er prevail. 

Thy Husband is thy fort. 

SECT. VIII. Comfort to Believers from the fahinty cf the 
promife^ noiwtthftanding heavy ci^^ements for Jin, 

Take well l^o^a^er kind 

Difpofe thy^^lfent lot ; 
Though heav'n anff'earth ftioi 

Thy Husband's love will not. 

All needful help he will afford^ 

Thou haft his vow and oath ; 
And once to violate his word 

Thy Husband will be loth. 

To fire and floods with tliee he'll down. 

His promife this infures, 
Whofe credit cannot burn nor drown ; 

Thy Husband's truth endures. 
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Doll thou no more his word believe, 

As mortal man's, forfooth ? 
O do not tlius his Spirit griere. 

Thy Hafband is the Truth. 
Tliough thou both wicked art and weak, 

His word he'll never rue ; 
Tho' heav'n and earth ftiould bend and break, 

Thy Husband will be true. 
I'll never leave thee," is his vow ; 

If Truth has faid the word. 
While Truth ii truth, this word is true, 

Thy Husband is the Lord. 
Thy covenant of duties may 

Prove daily moft unfiire : 
His covenant of grace for ay 

Thy Husband does fecure. 
Doft thou to him thy promiie break, '^ 

And fear he break to thee ? 
Nay, not thy thoufand crimes can make 

Thy Husband once to he. 
He vifil ivill ihyjlnt tuith Jhohtt 

And lift his heavy hand ; 
But never once his word revokes. 

Thy Husband's truth will Sand. 
Then dre;in]Lnot he is chang'd in love. 

When tilou art chang'd in frame j 
*■■ TJiou mayft by tntis unnumbar'd move, 

Thy HosbanJ's ay tlie iain« ' 
He for thy fpl'lcs may tliee bind 

With coyJ. ci'yre^tidiftrds; 
To nuke thee moan thy fins, and mind 

Thy Husband's holinefs. 
By wounds he makes thee feek his cure, ' 

By frowns his favour prize } 
By falls affrighting, ftand more fare. 

Thy Husband is fo wife. 

• Heb. liU. J. 
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Proud Peter in the dirt of vice 
Fell down exceeding low ; 

His tow'ring pride, by tumbling thiice. 
Thy Hufoand cured fo. 

Before he fuffer pride that fwelk^ 
He'll drag thee through the mire 

Of fins, temptations, little hells ; 
Thy Hufband faves by fire. 

lie in afflidlion's mortar may 
Squeeze out old Adam's juice» 

Till thou return to him, and fay. 
Thy Hufband is thy choice. 

Fierce billows may thy veifel toft. 

And crofles curfes ieem ; 
But that the curfe has fled the crofs, 

Thy Hufband bids thee deem. 

Concllde not he in wrath difowns. 
When trouble thee furrounds ; 

Thefe are his favourable frowns. 
Thy Kufband's healing wounds. 

Yea, when he gives the deepeft lafh. 
Love leads the wounding hand ; 

His fbroke, when fin has got a dafh» 
Thy Hufband will remand. 

SECT. IX. Comfort to BcUeva/^^ 
his dying love^ his glory in L 
them through deathf4md fufply 
nuay. 

Behold the patrimony broad 
That falls to thee by line ; 

In him thou art an heir of God, 
Thy Hufband's Father's thme. 

He is of relatives a flore. 

Thy Friend will help in thrall ; 

Thy Brother much, thy Father more, 
Thy Hufband moft of all. 
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All thefe he does amafs and fhare» 

In ways that moft excel : 
'Mong all the hufbands ever were, 

Thy Hufband bears the bell. 

Whence run the ftreams of all thy good. 

But fi om his pierced fide ? 
With liquid gold of precious blood 

Thy Hu(band bought his biide. 

His blood abundant value bore. 

To make his purchafe broad, 
*Twas fiiir divinity in gore. 

Thy Hufband is thy God. 

Who purchas'd at the higheft price. 

Be crown'd with higheft praiie ; 
For in the higheft paradife 

Thy Huftiand wears the bays. 

He is of Heav'n the comely rofo. 

His beauty makes it fair ; 
Heav'n were but hell, couldft thou fuppofe 

Thy Hufband were not tliere. 

He thither did in pomp afcend, 

His fpoufe along to bring : 
Then Hallelujahs without end, 

Thy Hufband's bride may fliig. 

Ev'n there, with him for ever fixM, 

His glory fhalt thou fee ; 
And nought but death is now betwixt 

Thy Hufband 's throne and thee. 

He'll order death, that porter rude. 

To ope the gates of brafs ; 
For lo ! with charaders of blood, 

Thy Huiband wrote thy pafs. 

At Jordan deep then be not fcar'd. 

Though difmal like and broad ; 
Thy fun will guide, thy ihield will guard. 

Thy Hufband pav'd the road. 

M 
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He'll lead thee fafe, and bring thee homei 

And ftill let bleffings fall 
Ofgrace while here, till glory come : 

Thy Hufband's bound for all. 

His (lore can anfwer ev'ry bill. 

Thy food and raiment's bought ; 
Be at his will, thou'lt have thy fill. 

Thy Hufband wants ibr nought. 

What can thy foul conceive it lacks ? 

His ftore, his power is thine ; 
His libVal heart to lib'ral adks, 

Thy Hufband does incline. 

Though on thy hand, that has no might, 

He Ihould tliy taik enlarge ; 
Nor work nor warfare needs thee fright. 

Thy Hufband bears tlie charge. 

Thou wouldft (if left) thyfelf undo. 

So apt to fall and Itray ; 
But he uplifts and leads thee too : 

Thy Hufband knows the way. 

SECT. X. Comfort to BeUevers from the texty Thy Mahr 
is thy Jtiufhandy inverted thus^ Thy Hufband is thy Maker ; 
and the conclufion of this fulje&. 

Of light and life, of grace and glore. 

In Chrifl thou art partaker ; 
Rejoice in him for evermore, ^ 

Thy Husband is thy Maker. 

He made thee, yea, made thee his bride. 

Nor heeds thine ugly patch , 
To what he made he'll flill abide. 

Thy Husband made the match. 

He made all ; yea, he made all thine, " 

All to thee fhall be given. 
Who can thy kingdom undermine ? 

Thy Husband made the heav'n. 
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What earthly things can thee annoy ? 

He made the earth to be ; 
The waters cannot thee deftroy. 

Thy Husband made tlie ied. 

Don't fear the flaming element 

Thee hurt with burning ire ; 
Or that the fcorching heat torment : 

Thy Husband made the fire. 

Infe<5fciou3 ftreams fhall ne'er deftroy 

While he is pleas'd to fpare ; 
Thou fhalt thy vital breath enjoy, 

Thy Husband made the air. 

The fun that guides the golden day, 

The moon that rules the night. 
The ftarry frame, the milky way. 

Thy Husband made for light. 

The bird tiiat wings its airy path, 

The filh that cuts the. flood, 
The creeping croud that fwarms beneath, 

Thy Husband made for good. 

The grazing herd, the beafts of prey, 

The creatures great and fmall. 
For thy behoof tlieir tribute pay. 

Thy Husband made them all. 

Thine's Paul, ApoUos, life, and death. 

Things prefent, things to be ; 
And ev'ry thing that being hath. 

Thy Husband made for thee. 

In Tophet of the damn'd's refort 

Thy foul fhall never dwell. 
Nor needs from thence imagine hurt. 

Thy Husband formed hell. 

Satan, witli inPtruments of his, 
May rage, yet dread no evil ^ 



1S6 GOSPEL SONNETS. Part U. 

So far as be a creature is. 

Thy Husband made the deviL 

His black temptations may afflltfly 

His fiery darts annoy } 
But all his works, and hellifli trick, 

Thy I-Iusbund will deftroy. 

Let armies ftrong of earthly gods 

Combine with hellifh ghofts. 
They live, or languifh, at his nods ; 

Thy Husband's Lord of hofts. 

What can thee hurt ? whom doll thou fear ? 

All things are at his call. 
Thy Maker is thy Husband dear, 

Thy Husband all in all. 

What doft thou feek ? what doft thou want ? 

He'll thy defires fulfil ? 
He gave himfelf, what won't he grant ? 

Thy Husband's at thy will 

The more thou doft of him defire. 
The more he loves to give : 
. High let thy mounting arms afpire. 
Thy Husband gives thee leave. 

The lefs thou feek'ft, the lefs thou doft 

His bounty fet on high ; 
But higher feekers here do moft 

Thy Husband glorify. 

Wouldft thou have grace ? Well ; but *tis meet 

He (liould more glory gain. 
Wouldft thou have Father, Son> and Spirit ? 

Thy Husband fays, jimen. 

tie'll kindly aA the lib'ral God, 

Devifmg lib'ral things,; 
With royal gifts his iubje(5ls load ; 

Thy Husband's King of kings. 
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No earthly monarchs have fuch ftore 

As thou haft ev'n in hand ; 
But, O how infinitely more 

Thy Husband gives on band ! 

Thou haft indeed the better part. 

The part will fail thee never : 
Thy Husband's hand, thy Husband's heart. 

Thy Husband's all for ever. 



END OF THE POEM UPON ISAIAH liv. 5» 
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GOSPEL SONNETS 



PART HI. 



THE BELIEVER'S RIDDLE, 

OR, THE 

MYSTERY OF FAITH. 



THE PREFACE, 

SH&WING THE USE AND DESIGN OF THE RIDDLE. 

IvEADER, the following enigmatic fong. 

Does not to wifefl natural i (Is belong : 

Their wifdom is but folly on this head : 

They here may ruminate, but cannot read. 

For tho' they glance the lines, the meaning chokes. 

They read the words, but not the paradox. 

The fubje<5t will, howe'er the phrafe be blunt. 

Their moft acute intelligence furmount, 

If with the nat'ral and acquired fight 

They fhare not divine evangelic light. 

Great wits may roufe their fancies, rack their braiBij 
And after all their labour, lofe their pains ; 
Their wifeft comments were but wiclefs chat, 
Unaot to frame an explication pat. 
No unregen'rate mortal's beft engines 
Can right unriddle thefe few rugged lines ; 
Nor any proper notions thereof reach, 
Though fublimated to the higheft ftretch. 
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Mafters of reafon, plodding men of fcnfe, 
Who fcorn to mortiiy dueir vain pretence. 
In this mv/terious deep migJit plod ibeir £11 f 
It overtops tlie top of all their £k.iil. 
The more they vainly huiF, and tcorn to read» 
The more it does tlieir. fooliih wit exceed. 

Thofe fmners that are fan<^titied in part, 
May read this Riddle truly in their heart. 
Yea, weakeft Ikints may feel its trueft fenfe. 
Both in their fad and fweet experience. 
Don't overlook it with a rambling view. 
And raih fuppofe it neither good nor true. 
Let Hciiven's pure oracles the truth decide : 
Renounce it, if it can't that teft abide. 
Noble Bereans foon tlie fenfe may hit. 
Who found the divine d.pth of lacred wriit. 
Not by what airy carnal reafon faith. 
But by the golden line of heaven fpun faith» 

Let not the naughty phrafe make you difprove 
The weighty matter whi<:h deferves your love. 
High drains would fpoil the Riddle's grand intent^ 
To teach the weakeit, moft illit'rate faint. 
That Mahanaim is his proper name ; 
In whom two ftruggling hofts make bloody game. 
That fuch may know, whofe knowledge is but rude^ 
How good confills with ill, and ill with good. 
That faints be neither at their woril iw>r beft. 
Too much exalted, or too much deprell. 

This paradox is fitted to difclofe 
The (kill of Zion's friends above her foes ; 
To difference, by light that Heaven tranfmits. 
Some happy ibols from miferable wits. 
And thus (if blefs'4) it may in fome degree 
Make fools their wit, and wits their folly fee. 
Slight not the Riddle then with jargon vile, 
Becaufe not gamifh'd with a pompous llile. 
Could th' author a6l the lofty poets part 
Who make their fonnets foar on wings of ait> 
He on this theme had blufh'd to ufe his fkill. 
And either dipt his xriogs, or broke ius quilL 
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Why, llius enigma climbs fuch divine heights. 
As fcorn to be adom'd with human flights. 
Tlicfc gaudy flrains would lovely truth difgrace. 
As purcft paint deforms a comely face. 
Hcav'n's myfteries are above art's ornament, 
Immenfuly brighter tlian its brighteft paint. 
No tow'ring literature could e*er outwit 
The plainell diclion fetched from facred writ. 
By whicli mere blazing rhot'ric is outdone, 
As tv.'inkling ftars are by the radiant fun* 
The foaring orators, who can with eafe 
Strain the quintcflence of hyperlolesy 
And clothe the bareft theme with pureft drefs. 
Might here expatiate much, yet fay the lefs, 
If w* th' majeilical fimplicity 
Of fcripture orat'ry they difagrec. 

Theie lines pretend not to afTcdl the (ky. 
Content among inglorious fhades to lie. 
Provided facred truth be fitly clad, <* 

Or glorious fhine ev*n through the dufky (hade. 
Mark then, though you Ihould mifs the gilded flrain,: 
If they a (lore of golden tinith contain : 
Nor underrate a jewel rare and prime. 
Though wrapt up in the rags of homely rhime. 
Though haughty Deifts hardly ftoop to fay. 
That nature's night has need of fcripture day v 
Yet gofpel light alone will clearly fhew 
How ev'ry fentence here is juft and true. 
Expel the fhades that may the mind involve, 
And foon the feeming contradidtion folve. 
All fatal errors in the world proceed 
From want of fkill fuch myfteries to read. 
Vain men the double branch of truth divided- 
Hold by the one, and flight the other fide. 

Hence proud Arminians cannot reconcile 
Freedom of grace with freedom of the will. 
The blinded Papift won't difcem nor fee 
How works are good, unlefs they juftify. 
Thus Legalifts diftinguifh not the odds 
Between their home-bred righteoufnefs and God^Si^ 
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Antinomifts the faints' perfection plead, 
Nor duly fever 'tween them and their head. 
Socinians won't thefe fceming odds agree, 
How heaven Is bought, and yet falvation free. 
Bold Arians hate to reconcile or fcan, 
How Chrlft is truly God and truly man : 
Holding the one purt of Immanucrs namCi 
The other part outrageoufly biafpherae. 
The found in faith no part of truth controul ; 
Heretics own the half, but not the whole. 

Keep then the facred myft'ry ftill entire ; 
To both the (ides of truth do favour bear, 
Not quitting one to hold the other branch | 
But pafling judgment on an equal bench ; 
The nddle has two feet, and were but one 
Cut off, truth falling to the ground were gone. 
'Tis all a contradidion, yet all true, 
And happy truth, if verify 'd in you. 
Go forwarti then to read the lines, but ftay 
To read the Riddle alfo by the way. 
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SECT. 1. The Myjery of the Saint's Pedigree, and efpe. 
daily of their relation to ChriJPs wonderful perf on. 

My life's a maze of feeirsing traps, a 
A fcene of miferles and mifhaps \b 
A heap of jarring to and froes,^ 
A field of joys, a flood of woes. ^ 

I*m in mine own and others eyes, 

A labyrinth of myfteries.^ 

I'm fomething that from nothing came,/* 

Yet fure it is, I nothing am.^ 



c Jofli. xxii 1^, And Jofliua faid, Know for a certainty, that 
the Lord your God will no more drive out any of thcfc nationft 
from before you ; but they fhall be fnares ana traps unto yoiij 
and fcourges in your fides, and thorns in your eyes, &c. Pfalm 
czxiy. 7, Our foul is cfcapcd as a bird out of the fnarc of the 
fowlers; the fnare is broken, r.nd we are cfcaped. 

i Or tnfferies. Lam. iii. 19, Fleniembering mine aClit^ion and my 
mifcry, the wormwood and tl.c gHil. v. 22, It is of the Lords 
mercies that we are not ccnfunicd, bccaufe his compaiHons fail 
not. Pfalm ci. i, I will fing of mercy and judgment : unto thee, 
O Lord, will I fiug. 

e Pfalm cii. 10, Thou hafl lifted me up, and cad mc down. 
Plalm cis. 23, I am toifcd up and down as the locuft 

d Hab. iii. 17, 18, Although the fig-tree fliall not bloflbm, nei- 
ther fliall fruit be in the vines, the labour of the olive fliall fail, 
and the fields fliall yield no meat, the flocks fliall be cut ofiF from 
the fold, and there fliall be no herd in the flails ; yet will I re- 
joice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my falvation. 

e Ifa. viii. 18, Behold I and the children whom the Lord hath 
given mc, are for figns, and for wonders in Ifrael ; from the Lord 
of hofls, which dwelleth in mount Zion. Zech. iii. 8, Hear now, 
O Jofliua, the high priefl, thou and thy fellows that fit before 
thee : for they are men wondered at, &c. Pfalm Ixxi. 7, 1 am as 
a wonder unto many, but thou art my flrong refuge. 

f Gen. i. i, In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. Heb. xi. 3, Through faith we underftand that the worlde 
were framed by the word of God, fo that things which arc fecn 
were net made of th?r,^s which do appear. 

g Ifa x!. 17, AH nations before him are as nothing, and they 
arc accounted to him Icfs than notliing and vanity. Dan. iv. 35j. 
AJJ the inhabitant of the earth are reputed as nothing. 
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Once I was dead, and blind, and l«ime,A 
Yea, I continue ilitl the lame ;i 
Yet \v2iat I was, I am no more, ^ 
Nor ever lliall be as before./ 

My Father Hves, m my father's gone, 11 
My vital head both loft and won. 
My parents cruel are and, Ymd,p 
Of one, and of a dilF'rent mind, q 

b Eph. ii. I, And you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
trcfpaflcs and lina. Rcv.ili. 17, Becaufe thou faycft, I ani rich, and 
iiicreafed in goods, and have need of nothing; and knowcft not 
that thou art wretched, and mifcrable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked. Ifa. xxxv. 6, Then fliail the lame man leap as an hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb fing ; for in the wildernefs fliali wa- 
ters break out, and ftreams in the defcrt. 

I Rom. vii. 14, For we know that the law is fpiritual : but I 
am carnal, fold under fiu. '. 14* O wretched man that I am, who 
fliSill deliver me from the body of this death ? 

k Rom. vii. 17, Now then, it is no moie I that do it, but fin 
that dwelleth in me. v. 20, Now if I do that* I would not, it is no 
more I that do it, but fin that dwelleth in mc. Joan ix. ^5, He 
(ihe blind man) anfwered and faid, Whether he be a finner, or 
no, I know not ; one thing I know, that whereas 1 v/as blind, now 
1 fee. 

1 Rom. xi. 1% For the gifts and calling of God are without re- 
pentance. Jer. xxxii. 40, And I will make an cvcrlafting cove- 
nant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them 
good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they flinll not 
depart from me. 

m Ifa. ix. 6, His name fliall be called. The cvcrlafting Father, 
Rev. i, 18, I am he that livcth, and was dead ; and behuld, I am 
alive for evermore. Amen. 

n Hof. xiv. 3, In thtc the fatherlefs findeth mercy. Zech.i. 5, 
Your fathers where arc they ? and the prophets, do they live for 
ever ? 

I Cor. XV. 45, It is written, The firft man Adam was made a 
living foul, the laft Adam was made a quickening fpirit. 

/ Pfalm ciii. 13, Like as a father piticth his children; fo the 
Lord pitieth thcin that fear him. Ifx xliii. »7, Thy firft fsuhcr 
hath finned, and thy teachers have tranfgrcfled againft me. 

q Job xxiii. 13, But he is in one mind, and who can turn him? 
and what his foul defireth, even that he doth. Rom. viii. 5, For 
they that are after the flcfli, do mind the things of the fleih ; but 
tliey that arc after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit, v. 7, Be- 
caufe the carnal mind is enmity againft God : for it is not fubjc^ 
to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
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My father poifon'd me to death>r 
My mothei 's hand will ftop my breath ;/ 
Her womb, that once my fubftance gave. 
Will very quickly be my grave./ 

My fillers all my flefii will eat,^ 
My brethren tread me under feet ; u 
^fy nearell friends are moft unkind, v 
My greateil foe's my greatcft friend, w 

He could from fcad to friend (hip piifs, 
Yet never change from what he was. x 

r Rom. V. i*, Wherefore, as by ore man fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin : and fo death palTed upon ail men ; for 
that all have fmncd. 

y*Gcn. ill. 1 6, Unto the woman he faid, I will greatly multiply 
thy forrow, and thy conception : in for row thou fbalt bring forth 
children, &c. 

* Pfalm cxlvi. 4, His breath goeth forth, he retumcth to his 
earth ; in that very day his thoughts perifh. Eccl. ii. ao. All go 
unto one place, all arc of the duft, and all turn to duft again. 

/ Job xvii. 1 ^, I have faid to corruption, Thou art my father; 
to the worm, Hiou art my mother and my lifter. Chap. xix. a6. 
And though after my ikin worms dcftroy this body, yet in my 
flcfli fliall 1 fee God. 

u Even in a tnoral fenfe^ Jer. xii. lo, Many paftors have deftroy- 
ed my vineyard, they hnvt* trodden my portion under foot, they 
have made my pkafant portion a defolatcwilderuefs. Ezelcxxxiv. 
18, Seeipcth it a fmall thing unto vou, to have eaten up the good 
pafture, bat vc muft tread down with your feet the refidue of your 
p?fturcs ? and to have drunk of the deep waters, but ye muft foul 
the rcfuluc with your feet ? 

•y Pfalr.i Iv. 12, 13, For it was not an enemy that reproached 
me, thai f could have borne it; neither was it he that hated me, 
thai; did magnify himfclf a..;:i:nft me, then I would have hid my- 
icM from him. But it was thou, a man, mine equal, my guide, and 
mine acquaintance. Mlc. vii. 5, 6, Truft ye not in a friend, put 
ye not confidence in a g-.iide ; keep the doors of thy mouth from 
iicr that lieth in rhy bofom. For the fon diflionoureth the father, 
the daughter rifeth' up agaiuft the mother, the daughter-in-law 
agaiaft her mother-in-lav.' ; a man's enemies are the men of his 
own houfe. 

w Pialm vii. 11, God is angry with the wicked every day. % 
Cor. v. 19, God was in Chr! ft, reconciling the world unto himfelf, 
not imputing their trcfpaffes unto them. 

« Mai. iii. 1 6, For I am the Lord, I change not ; therefore ye 
fons of Jacob arc not confuincd. Hof. xiv. 4, I will heal their 
backfUdhig, 1 will love them freely ; for mine anger is turned 
*wzy from hinu 



k' 
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He IS my Father, he alone, 
AVho is my Father'* only Son. y 

I am his mother's fon, % yet more, 
A fon his mother a never bore, 
But bom of him, h and yet aver 
His Father's fons my mother's were, c 
I am divorc' J, yet marry'd ftill, d 
Witli full confent againft my will, e 
My hufband prefent is, /yet gone, ^ 
We differ much, yet ftill are one. h 
He is the firft, the laft, the all, / 
Yet numbcr'd up witli iiifeds fmall. k 

y John XX. 17, Jcfus faith unto her [Mary,] Touch me net: for 
I am not yet afccnded unto my Father: but go to my brethren, 
and fay unto them, I afcuid unto my Father and your Father, and 
to my God and your God. I fa. ix. 6, U;ito us a Son is given : 
and liis name lliall be called, the everlafUng Falhcr. John i. 14, 
And the Word was m:ide flrfli, and dwelt among us (and we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) 
full of grace and truth. 

z Song ill. 4, It was but a little that I palTcd from them, but I 
found him whom my foul loveth : 1 held him, and would not let 
)iim go, until I had brought him into my ir.other*s houfc, and into 
the ciiambcr of her that conceived nic. a*. 11, Go forth, O )c 
daughters of Zion, and behold king Solomon v/lth the crown 
vy herewith hit mother crowned him in the day of his tfpoufals, 
M\d In the day of the gladnefs of his heart. 

« vh. His natural mother according to die flcDi. 

i John i. 1 3, Which were born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the nefli, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

c GaL iv. 26, But Jerufalcm which is above, is free, which is the 
mother of us alL 

d Rom. vii. 4, Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo are become 4ea<l 
to the law by the body of Chrilt ; and that ye fliould be married 
to another, even to lum who is raifed from the dead. 

e Pfalm ex. 3, Thy people fhall be willing in the day of thy 
power. 

/ Matth. xxTiii. ao, Lo, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the world. 

g John xiv. a, I go to prepare a place for you. 

i John xvii. ai, That they all nvay be one, as thou. Father, art 
IB n\Ci and I in thee ; that they alfo may be one in us. 

i Rev. i, II, I am Alpha and Omega, the firll and the laft. CoL 
iiL IX, Chrifl is all and in all. 

k Pfalm xxii. 6, But I am a worm, and not ni^n. 

N 
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The firft of all things, / yi^t alone. 
The fecond of the great Three-one. m 

A creature never could he be, * 
Yet is a creature ftrange I fee ; » 
And own this uncreated one, 
The fon of man, yet no man's fon. o 

He's omniprefent all may know \p 
Yet never could be wholly fo. q 
His manhood is not here and there, r 
Yet he is God-man ev'ry where. / 

/ Col. L 15, 16, Wlio is the image of the invifible God, the firft 
born of every creature : for by him were all things created that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, viiible and invifible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers : all 
things were created by him, and for him. 

m I John V. 7, For there are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft : and thefe three arc 
one. Matth. zxviiL 18, Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tiiing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghoft. 

tt John i. 2, 3, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The fame was in the be- 
ginning with God. AH things were made by him, and without 
him W3S not any thing made that was made. v. 14, And the 
Word was made flefh, and dwelt among us (and we beheid his glo. 
ry, the glory of the only begotten of the Father) fuH of grace and 
truth. 

o Matth. i. 23, Behold a virgin fhall be with child, and fliall 
bring forth a fon, and they fhall call his name Emmanuel, wliich 
being interpreted is, God with us. Luke i. 34, 35, Then faid Mary • 
unto the angel, How fliall this be, feeing I know not a man ? And 
the angel anfwered and faid unto her, The Holy Ghoft fliall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Higheft fhall overfhadow thee ; 
therefore alfo that Holy thing which fliall be born of thee fhaU 
be called the Son of God. 

p Pfalm cxxxtx. 7, 8, 9, 10, Whither fliall. I .go from thy Spirit ? 
or, whither fhall I flee from thy prefence ? If I. afcend up into hea- 
ven, thou art there ; If I make my bed in hell, behold thou art 
there. If 1 take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the utter- 
moft ps^rts of the fea ; even there fliall thy hand find me, and thy 
right hand fliall hold me. 

f Luke xxiv. 6, He is not here, but is rifen. 

r John zvL x6, A little while and yc fhall not fee me ; and again 
J little while and ye fhall fee me, becaufe I go to the Father. 
yMsaths I. 2Si "See letter 0. Chap, zxviii. 20, LO) I am with yeu 
tth^jf fYCSk unto the end of the Y^or\d, 
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He comes and goes, none can him trace ; x 
Yet never could he chanj^e his place. / 
But though he's good, u and ev'ry whers, 
No goods in hell, yet he is there, v 
I by him, w in him x chofen was,jf 
Yet of the choice he's not the caufe :» 
For fov'reign mercy ne'er was bought, <i 
Yet through his blood a vent is fought. B 
In him concenter'd at his death 
His Father's love, c his Father's wrath ;J 

s John iii. 8, The windblowcth where it lifteth, and thou hcar- 
eft the found thereof, but canft not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth ; fo is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

/ Ifa. Ixvi. I, Thus faith the Lord, The heaven is my throne, 
and the earth is my footftool ; where is the houfe that yc build 
unto me ? and where is the place of my reft ? 

u Pfabn c. 5, The Lord is good, his mercy is cverlafting. 

V pfabn cxxxix. 8, If I make my bed in hell, behold thou art 
there. 

Hf As God. ft As Mediator. 

y Eph. i. 4, According as he hath chofen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we fhould be boly, and without 
blame before him in love. 

z But himfelf the Father's firft eledt Ifa. xlii. i, Behold my 
fervant, whom I uphold ; mine e]e<^,in whom my foul delighteth. 
Mat. xii. 1 8, Behold, my fervant, whom I have cnofen, my belov- 
ed, in whom my foul is well pleafed. 

a John iiii i6, God fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, &c; Rom; ix.ii. For the children being not yet! 
born, neither having done any good or evil, that the purpofe of 
God according to eledbion might ftand, not of works, but of him 
that calleth. v, 13, It is written, Jacob have I loved, but Ef^a 
have I hated, v. 15, God faith to Mofes, I will have mercy on 
whom I will have mercy, and I will have compafiion on whom I 
will have compalfion. 

6 Rom. iii. 24, 25, Being juftificd freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that ia in Jefus Chrift; whom God hath fet forth 
to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his right- 
eoufnefs for the remiflion of fins, &c. Chap. v. 9.J Being juflified 
by his blood, we fliall be faved from wrath through him. v. ai. 
That as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might grace reiga 
through rightcoufncfs unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our Lord* 

c John X. 1 7, Therefore doth my Father love me, becaule I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again. 

d Ifa. Iii. 10, Yet it pleafed the Lord to bruife him ; he hath 
^t him to grief. 
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Ev'n he whom pafiion never fel'/.'ii,^ 
Was then moll angry when moll pleased./ 
Juftice required that he Inould die,^ 
Who yet was flain unrighteoufly ; ^ 
Aud died in mercy and in wrath, 
A lawful and a lawlefs death.! 
With him I neither liv'd nor died, 
And yet with him was crucify'd.i 
I^aw curies ftopt his breath, diat he 
Might flop its mouth from curiing me J 
'Tis nMw a thoufand years and more 
Since Iieuv'n rccciv'd him ; yet I know. 
When he afcended up en high 
To mount tlie throne, cv'n fo did I. m 

Hence though earth's dunghill I embrace, 
I fit with him in heav'nly place, « 

e Tfa. xxvii. 4, Fury is not in me. 

/Rom. viii. 23, He fparcd not his own Son, but ddiverefd liim 
np for us alL Eph. v. a, Chrift hath given l^imfelf for us, an of- 
fering and a facriiicc to God for a fweet fmclling favour. 

g Hcb. vii. 2», By fo much was Jcfus made a furety of a better 
tcSament. Chap. ix. 16, For where a teftament is, there mufl al- 
fo of neccflity be the death of the teftator. v. 22,23, And almoA 
all things arc by the law purged with blood ; and without fhedding 
of blood is no remifBon. It was therefore necefTary that the pat-* 
terns of things in the heavens fliould be purified with thefef but 
the heavenly things themfelves with better facrifices than thefc. 

h Matth. xxvii. 4, I [Judas] have finned, in that I have betray- 
ed the innocent blood, v. a^, And the governor faid, Why, what 
evil hath he done ? But they cried eut the more, faying, Let liim 
be crucified. 

• Adb ii. 23, Jefus of Nazareth being delivered by the deter- 
minate counfcl and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and (lain. Chap. iv. 27, For of a 
truth the holy child Jefus, whom thou haft anointed, both Herocl 
and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifracl 
were gnthtred together, &c. 

It G:\\. ii. 20, I .'im crucified with Chrift. 

/Gal. ill. 13, Chiifl hatix redeemed us from the curfe of the 
lav/, being ruadc a ciirfo for us : for it is written, Curfcd is every 
one that haiT^eth on a tre-e. 

m Col. iii. I, If ye then be rifcn witli Chrift, &c. Ilcb. vi. 20, 
Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jefus, &c. 

^ £pJi. ii. St ^f i'Ven when v/c were dead in iins,hath quickexi« 
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In divers dlftant orbs I move, 
Inthrall'd below, inthron'd above. 

SECT. IL The mypry of the Saint's life, Jate, and 

frame. 

My lifers a pleafure a and a pain ; h 
A, real lofs, a real gain ; c 
A glorious paradife of joys, J 
A grievous prifon of annoys, e 

I daily joy, and daily mourn, y 
Yet daily wait the tide's return ;j 
Then foirow deep my fpirit cheers,, 
I'm joyful in\ flood of tears, h 

cd us together with Chrift, and hath raifcd us up together, and^ 
made us fit together in heavenly places in Chrift Jefus. 

a Prov. iii. 17, Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her* 
paths are peace. 

h Pi'alm cxx. 7, Wo is me, that I fbjourn in.Mtfech, that I dwells 
in the tents of Kedar. 

c Phil. iii. 7, But what things were gain to me, thofc I counted' 
lofs for Chrift. Chap. i. 21^ 24, For to me to live is Chrift, and to 
die is gain. But if I live in the flcfh, tbis is the fruit of my labour ; 
ret what I fliall choofe I wot not ; for I am in a ftrait betwixt two, 
having a defire to depart, and to be with Chrift, which isfar bet- 
ter: neverthclefs) to- abide in- the fltfti is more needful for you. 

d I PcL i. 8, Whom having not feen, ye love ; in -whom, though^ 
now yc fee hira not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeaka- 
ble, and full of glory. 

e Pfalm cxlii. 7, J^ing my foul out of prifon, that I may praife 
thy name. 

/ 1 Pet. i. 6, Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a fe^- 
fon, (if need be) ye are in heavincfs through manifold temptations. 
% Cor. i. 4, Who comfortcth us in all our tribulation, that we may. 
be able to comfort them which arc in any trouble, by the comfort' 
wherewith we ourfelves are comforted of Godi Job xxx. a8, I 
went mourning without the fun, &c. 

g Ifa- viii. 17, And I will wait upon the Lord that hidcth his* 
face from the houfe of Jacob, and I will look for him. 

b Zech. xii. 10, And I will pour upon the houie of David, and-^ 
upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem the fpirit of grace and fnppli- 
cation ; and they fliall look upon him whom they have pierced, and 
they fliall mourn for him, as one mourneth for hh only fon, and' 
fhsiX be ia bittemefs for him, as one that is in bitternefs for hU Srit* 

N 2. ^ - 
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Good caiife 1 have ftill to be fad,/ 
Good region iilw.iys to be glad, k 
Henoo it 111 my joys with forrcws meet,/ 
And it ill iriv tears are biuer fweet. w 
Vivi croi'^'d, aTid yel have all my will ; n 
Vv\\ dlwu}.; c:;:pty, always full, o 
I hur:'-:-ci- iiuw, and thirlt no more, j5 
Yet do liioro eager ilian before. 7 

born. I'./.ck.. xtxvI. 31, 32, Then fliall yc remember your own 
evil wm*'-, anJ \u\.\x chjiirrs tliafc were not "•cod, and lliall lothe 
yonriV 1\ ;<« in voir own fif Ixt, for your iniquities, and for your abo- 
minations. Not lK:iT your iVikes do I llii^, faith the Lord God, he it 
known uuto you : be aflirtmed and c<m founded for your own ways, 
O houi'e of Ifnui. Hof. tl\\. 3, ^, He Jacob] took his brother by 
the heel in the womb, and hv his ftrength he had power with Go<l 
yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept and 
made fupplication unto liiin : he found him in Bethel, asd there he 
fpake with us. Luke Tii. 58, And (a woman which was a (inner) 
Ibood at his feel behind Iiim weeping, and began to waOi his feet 
witli tears, and did wipe them with the Jiiiirs of her head, and kiflt 
cd his feet and anointed them with the ointment. John xx. 15, 
16, Jefus faith unto her, Wonum why wcepcfl: thou ? whomfeek.- 
eft thou ? (he, fuppofing him t« be the gardener, faith unto him. 
Sir, if thou have borne him Iience,tcll me where thou haft laid him. 
and I will take him away. Jefus faith unto her, Mary ; fhe turned 
herfelf, and faith unto him, Rabboni, wich is to fay, Mafter. v. 
ao, Tiien were the difciplcs glad when they faw the Lord. 

i Rom. vii. 24, O wretched man that 1 am, who fliall deliver 
me from the body of this death ! 

k % Cor. ii. 14, Thanks be unto God, which always caufeth us 
to triumph in Chrift. 

/ a Cor. vi. ao, As forrowful, yet always rejoicing. 

in Zeeh. xii. 10, Sec letter k, Pfal. cxxvi. 5, They that fow In. 
tears fliall reap in joy. Ifa. Ixi. a, 3, The Lord hath fent me to 
comfort all that mourn ; to appoint unto them that mourn in Zi- 
on, to give unto them beauty for ailies, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garment of praife for the fpirit of heavinefs, &c. Matt. 
V. 4, Blellld are they that mourn : for they fliall be comforted. 

n Luke xxii. 42, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup 
from me •,^nevcrthtlels, not my will but thine be done. Adis xxi. 
14, And wIk'u he [Paul] would not be perfuadcd, we ceafed, fay- 
ing, The will of the Lord be done. 

o % Cor. vi. 10, As having nothing, and yet poiTefling all things. 

p John vi. 35, And Jefus faid unto them, I am the bread of life, 
he that com<:th to me fliall never hunger ; and he that believetk 
oa mc DiaU never thirft 
f Pfulm xlil J, 2, A5 the hart paLivlct\i aSxw v\it -w^tcr-brooks, 
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With meat and {Iz-irti indeed I'm bleft,r 
Yet feed on hunger, drink on ihirft.y 
My hunger brings a plenteous fiore.j 
My plenty makes me hunger more, t 
Stiange is the place of my abixle, 
1 dwell at home, 1 dwell abro<id.f/ 

fo panteth my foul after thcc, O God. My foul thirftcth for God, 
for the living God: when lliall I come and appear btforc God ? 
and Ixiii. i, O God, thou art my God, early will I fcck thee : my 
foul thiiftjth for thee, my flelh longt-th for thee in a dry and thirt 
ty land where no water is. And Ixxiii. 25, Whom have I in heaven 
but thee ? and there is none upon earth that I defire beiides thee. 
Ifa. xrvi. 8, 9, Yea in the way of thy jud^jments O Lord, have wc 
waited for thee ; the dciire of our foul is to thy name, and to the 
remembrance of thee. Willi my foul have I dcfired thee in the 
night, yea, with my fpirit within me will I fcek thee early. 

r John vi. ^s. For my flelh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed. 

/ Job zxix 2, 34, Oh that I were as in months pad, as in the 
days when God prefcrved me, when his candle (liined upon my 
head, and when by his light I walked through darknefs ; as I was 
in the days of my youth, when the fecret of God was upon my 
tabernacle. Pfal. lixvii. 10, 11, la, 1 will remember the years of 
the right hand of the Moft High, 1 will remember tl.j works of 
the Lord ; furely I will remember thy wonders of old. I will me- 
ditate alfo of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. Song v. 8, 1 
charge you, O daughters of Ji rul'akm, if ye find my Beloved, that 
ye tell him that I am iiek of love. Ch. viiL i, O that thou wcrt as 
my brother that fucked the breads of my mother ! when I flioukl 
£nd thee without, I would kifs thee, yea, I fliould not be defpifed. 

.f Matth. V. 6, Blcflcd are they which do hunger and third af- 
ter right eoufncfs, for they fliall be filled. 

t % Cor. V. a. For in this we groan earnedly, defiring to be clo- 
thed upon with our houfe which is from heaven. Phil. i. 2j, Fop 
I am in a draft betwixt two, having a defire to depart and to be 
with Chri/k ; wliich is far better, &c. Song ii. 3, 4, 5, 1 fat down 
under his fhadow with great delight, and his fruit was fwect un- 
to my tadc. He brought me to the banqueting-houfe, and his 
banner over me was love. Stay me with flaggons, comfort mc with 
apples : for I am fick of love. 

u Job iv. ij;, How much Icfs them that dwell in houfes of clay, 
Whofe foundation is in the dud, which are cruflied before the 
moth } Pfal. xc. i. Lord, thou had been our dwelling place in all 
generations, and xci. i. He that dwcUeth in the fecret place of the 
Mod High, diall abide under the diadow of the Almighty, x Joha 
iv. 16, God is love; and he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth inr 
Ood, and God in him. 
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I am not 'where all men may fee. 
But where I t^ever yet could be. v 
I'm full of hell, w yet full of heaven \x 
I'm dill upright, j^ yet ft ill uneven j k 
Imperfedl, a yet a perfeft faint ;5 
I'm ever poor,f yet never want. J 
No mortal eye fees God and lives ;« 
Yet fight of him my foul revives./ 
I live beft when I fee moft bright ; g 
Yet live by faith, and not by fight. iS 

V Ifa. xxxiii. i6, He fhall dwell on high ; his place of defence 
ihall be the munition of rocks. Epii. ii. 6, And hath raifed us up 
together, and made us fit. together in heavenly places in Chiift 
JeAis. 

ztf £ecl. ix. 13, The heart of the fons of men is full of evil, and 
madnefs is in their heart while they live, and after that they go 
to the dead. 

* Eph. ixL 19, And to know the love of Chrift, which pafleth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullnefs of God. 

y Pfalm xviiL 23, I was alfo upright before him ; and I kept 
myfclf from mine iniquity. 

« Eaek. xviii. 25," Hear now, O houfe of Ifrael, are not your 
ways unequal ? 

a Rev. iii. a. Be watchful, and flrengthen the things wluch re- 
main, that are ready, to die ; for I have not found thy works per- 
fect before God. 

& I Cor. ii. 6, Howbeit we fpeak wlfdom among them that are 
perfe<5t, &c. 

e Pialm xl. L7, But I am poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh 
upon me. 

</ Pfa. xxiii. i. The Lord is my fhepherd, I fhall not want ; and 
ixxiv. 10, The young lions do lack and do fuffer hunger j but they ' 
that feek the Lord fliall not want any good thing. 

e Exod. xxxiii. 20, And he faid, Thou canfl not fee my face; for 
there fhall no man fee me, and live. 

/ John vL 40, And this is the will of him that fent me, that 
every one which feeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
^eriafHng life. Chap. xx. 30, Then were, the difciples glad when 
they faw the Lord. 

g % Cor. iii. 18, But we all with open face beholding as in a 
glals the glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image, from- 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. Chap. iv. 6, For 
Cod who commanded the light to fhine out of darknefs, hath fhin- 
cd in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
€»/ Goii In the face of J?fus Chrift. 
/ OaL ii 20,lam crucified vrith CW\St\ ikcv^x^Vt& I live, yet; 
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I'm lib'ral,! yet have nought *to fpare \i^ 
Moft richly cloth'd,/ yet ilript and bare. ;» 
My flock is rifen by my fall ; ;; 
Fofi having nothing, I have all. 

Vm finful,^ yet I have no fin ; y 
All fpotted o'er, r yet wholly clean./ 
Blacknefs and beauty both I fhare ; 
A hellifh black, a heavenly fair, x 

not I, but Chrift liveth in me ; and the life which I now live in the 
fle£h, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave 
bimfelf for me. 2 Cor. v. 7, For we walk by faith, not hj fight. 

i Pfa. jcxvii. ai, The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again; 
btit the righteous ihoweth mercy, and giveth. 

i Zeph. iii. iz, I will alfo leave in the midft of thee an a.S\i€tcd 
and poor people, and they fhall truft in the name of the Lord. 

/ Ifa. Ixi 10, 1 will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my foul fliall be 
Joyful in my Ood, for he hath clothed mc with the garmcntt of 
fuvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteotifnefs, as a 
bridegroom deckcth himfelf with ornamcTits, and as a bride adorn- 
cth herfelf with her jewels. * 

m Ezek. xvi. 7, 1 have caufed thee to multiply as the bud of the 
field, and thou haft increafed and waxen great, and thou art conut 
to excellent ornaments ; thy breads arc faAiioned, and thine hair is 
grown, whereas thou waft naked and br-re. Rev. iii. 17, Becaufe 
tlioa fayeft, I am rich, and increafed ^'ith goods, and have need of 
nothing; and knoweft not that thou art wretched, and miferable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked. 

n Rom. viii. 28, And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called accord* 
ing to his purpofe. 

o 2 Cor. vi. iQ, As having nothing, and yet pofTeifing all things 

/ Rom. vii. 14, For we \uiovr that the law is fpiritual, but I am 
carnal, fold under (in. V. 24, O wretched man that I am, who 
£hall deliver me from the body of this death ? 

f Num. xxiii. ax. He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 
hath he fcen perverfenefs in IfracL i John iii. 9, Wholbever if 
born of God, doth not commit fin; for his feed remaineth in him; 
and he cannot iin becaufe he is born of God. 

r Pfalm xiv. 3, They are all gone afide, they are altogether be- 
come filthy : there is none t! I'l doth '-Tfid, no not one. 
/ Song iv. 7, Thou art frrr, Try lov:, iIh.tc is no f|K>t in thee. 

f Song i. 5, I am black but c.-mtfi;-, O y<-* daughters of Jcrufa- 
lem, as the tents cf Kcdar, as tr.c curtain/ of Solomon. V.I5, Be- 
hold, thou an fair, my love ; beheld, rbou art fair, thou haft doves 
eyes. 



154 GOSPEL SONNETS. Fart IIL 

They're of the devil who fin amain : / 
But I'm of God, yet fin retain : u 
This traitor vile the throne aiTumeSyV 
Prevail jj, yet never overcomes. «; 
I'm without guile, an Ifraclite ;x 
Yet like a guileful hypocrite \y 
Maintaining truth m th' inward partes 
With falfehood rooted in my heart, a 
Two mafters fure, 1 cannot ferve,3 
But muft from one regardlefs fwerve ; 
Yet felf is for my mailer known, c 
And Jefus is my Lord alone.^ 

r 1 John iii. S, He that committeth fm, is of the devil ; for the 
devil finncth from the beginning. 

M I John i. 8, If we fay that we have no iin, we deceive our« 
fclvet, and the tmth is not in us. 

V Rom. vii. 23, But 1 fee another law in my membert, warring 
againft the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of fin which 18 in my members. 

w Pfalm Ixy. 3, Iniquities prevail againil mc ; as forourtrani^ 
greflions, thou flialt purge them away. Rom. vi. 14, ForfinfhaU 
not have dominion over you ; for ye arc not under the law, but 
under grace. 

^ 9t John ii 40, Jefus faw Nathaniel coming to him, and faith of 
him. Behold an Ifraclite in whom is no guile. Pfalm xxxli. %^ 
Blefled is the man uato whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity^ 
and in whofe fpirit there is no guile. 

•jp -Pfalm rix. lo. Who-. can underftand his errors? cleanfc thou 
me from fecret faults. 

z Pfalm li. 6, Behold thou dcfircft truth in the inward parts ; 
and in the hidden part thou ihalt make me to know wifdom. 

a Matth. xv. 19, For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falfe-witnefs, blafphemies. 

h Matth. vi. 24, No man can ferve two maflers : for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other ; or elfe he will hold to the 
one, and defpife the other. Ye cannot ferve God and mammon. 

c Hof. z. z^ Ifrael is an empty vine, he bringeth forth fruit un- 
to himfelf ; according to the multitude of his fruit, he hath in- 
creafed the altars ; according to the goodnefs of his land, thry 
have made goodly images. Matth. xvi. 24, Then faid Jefus unto 
his difciples. If any man will come after mc, let him deny him- 
iielf, and tabe up his crofs and follow mc. 

d ISau zxvL 13, O Lord our God, other lords befide thee have 
had dominion over us ; but by thee only will we make mention 
of th^ name. John xz. a8. And Thomas anfwercd and£ud unta 
^um, My Lord, and my God, 
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I feek myfelf inceirantly,tf 
Yet daily do myfelf deny./ 
To me 'tis lawful evermore 
Myfelf to love and to abhor.^ 

In tliis vain world I live, yet fee 
I'm dead to it and it to me.^ 
My joy is endlefs, i yet at beft 
Docs hardly for a moment lail.il 

e James iv. 3, Ye aik and receive not, becaufc yc aflc amifs, that 
ye may confumc it upon your lufts. Jer. xlv. 2, 5, Thus faith the 
Lord the God of Ifracl unto thee, O Baruch, and feekeft thou 
great things for thyfelf .^ Seek them not ; for behold I will bring 
evil upon all flefh, faith the Lord ; but thy life will I give unto 
tbee for a prey in all places whither thou goeft 

y* Matth. xvi. 24, See letter c, 

g Lev. xix. 18, Thou flialt not avenge nor bear any grudge 
againft the children of thy people, but thou flialt love tny neigh- 
bour as thyfelf — I am the Lord. Eph. v. 29, For no man ever 
yet hated his own fleili ; but nouriflicth and chcrifheth it, evea 
as the Lord the church. John xii. 25, He that lovcth his life 
fliall lofe it : and he that lofcth his life in this world, fliall keep 
it unto life cteraal. Job xlii. 6, Wherefore I abhor myfelf, and 
repent in dull and aflies. 

h CoL iii. 3, For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chrift in 
God. Gal. vi. ^4, But God forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the 
crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrid, by whom the world is crucified 
unto nie, and I unto the world. 

i John xvi. 22, And ye now therefore have forrow ; but I will 
£ee you again, and your heart ihall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh from you. 2 TheiT. ii. 16, Now our Lord Jefus Chrift 
himfelf, and God the Father, which hath loved us, and hath 
given us cvcrlafting confolation, and good hope through grace, 
&c. 

i Pfalm XXX. 7, Lord, by thy favour, thou hajflmade my moun- 
tain to ftand (h-ong : thou dtdu hide thy face, and I was trou- 
bled. Ifa. xlix. 13, 14, Sing} O hemvens* and be joyful, O earth ; 
and break forth into finging, O idioiiBtains : for the Lord hath 
comforted his people, and will have inercy upon his afflicted. But 
Zion faid, The Iiord hath forfaken me, sjid my Lord hath for- 
gotten me. 
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SECT. III. Myjlirks about the Saints* nvork and tuar* 
farey their Jtiu^ Jtrrom^ij andjoys. 

The work is great I'm call'd unto,rt 
Yot not! ling's left for me to do : b 
I lence ior my work Heaven has prepared 
No wages, r yet a great reward, d 

To \vorl:s, but not to working dead : e 
From 11 11, but not from fmning freed,/ 
I cle-.ir irxyfclf from no offence,^ 
Yet wain mine hands hi innocence, /j 

a Phil. ii. xi, Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obey- 
ed, not as in my prefcnce only, hut now much more in mj ubjTcnce ; 
work out your own falvation with fear and trembling; 

6 Phil. ii. 13, For it is God ^vhich vvorkcth in you, both to will 
and to do of his good pieafa.'c. L'<:v. xx. 7> 8, Santlify yourfelves 
therefore, and be ye holy ; tor I a-.ii the Lord your God. And ye 
fliall keep my ftatutcs, and do them : I am the Lord which faLncU" 
iy yon. 

c Rom. vi. 23, For the wages of fin is death : but the gift of 
God is eternal life, through Jefus CJirift our Ix)rd. Chap. xi. 6, 
And if by grace, then is it no more of v'ork« ; otherwife grace is 
no more grace. But if it be of works, then it is no jaore grace \ 
otherwife work is no more work. 

d Pfalm xix. 11, Moreover, by them [the judgments of the Lord] 
is thy fcrvant warned ; and in keeping of them there is a great re- 
ward Pfalm Iviii. 11, Verily there is a reward for the righteous ; 
verily he is a God that judgetli in the earth. 

e Rom. vii. 4, Wherefore, my brethren, ye aJfo are become dead 
to the law by the body of Chrift ; that ye ibould fit naarricd to 
.'iPOther, even to him who is raiftd from the dead, that we iliould 
bring forth fruit unto God. Gal ii. 19, Fur I through the law am 
<lead to the law, that I might live unto God. 

f I John i. 8, If we fey wc have no fin, we deceive ourfelvcs, 
and the truth is not in us. Glwp^ id. 9, Whofoeve r is born of God, 
•doth not commit fin, for his feed rcmaineth in him ; and he ctn- 
not fin, bccaufe he is born of God. 

g Rom. vii. 18, For I know, that in me (that is, in my flefli,) 
dwclleth no good thing; for to will is prcfcnt with me; but how 
to perform that which is good, T find not. 

b Pfalm xxvi. 6, 1 will waili mine hands in innocence ; fo will I 
compafs thine alt«ir, O Lord. 



Sect- III. THE BELIEVER'S RIDdLE. 157 

My Father's anger burns like fire,i 
Without a fpark of furious ire ik 
Though ftill my fms difpleafing be,/ 
Yet ftiU, I know he's pleas'd with me.w 
Triumphing is my conftant trade, n 
Who yet am oft a captive led.© 
My bloody war does never ceafe,^ 
Yet I maintain a ftable peace. 9 
My foes affaulting conquer me, 
Yet ne'er obtain the vi<aory ;r 
For all my battles loft or won. 
Were gain'd before they were begun./ 

i I Rings XI. 9, And the Lord was angry with Solomon, becaufc 
his heart was turned from the Lord God of Ifrael, which had ap- 
peared unto him twice. 

/ Ifa. xxvil 4, Fury is Dot in me. Chap. Hv. 9, xo, For thi'i is 
as the waters of Noah unto me : for as 1 have fworu that the wa« 
lers of Noah fhould no more go over the earth ; fo have I fworxi 
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the 
mountains fhall depart, and the hills be removed ; but my kind- 
jiefs fhall not depart from thee, neither ihall the covenant of my 
peace be removed, faith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. 

/Hab. i. 13, Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canft not look on iniquity. Jer. xliv. 4, Howbeit, I fent unio you 
all my fcrvants the prophets, riiing early, and fending them, lay- 
ing, O do not this abominable thing that 1 hate. 

m Matth. ixi. 17, And lo, a voice from heaven, faying. This i$ 
vay beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. Rom. v. 10, When 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son. 

n % Cor. u. Z4, Now thanks be unto God which always caufeth 
us to triumph in Chri(L 

o Rom. vit. aj, But I fee another law in my members, warring 
againft the law of my mind, and bringing mc into captivity to the 
law of (in, which is in my members. 

/ Rom. vij. 23, See letter o. x Tim. vi. i». Fight the good fight 
of faith, &c. Gal. y. 17, For the flefh luAeth againfl the Spirit, 
and the Spirit againft the flefh; and thefe are contrary the one 
to the other ; fo that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

q Rom. T. I, Therefore being jufti£ed by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrifl. Ifa. liv. 10, See letter k, 

r Rom. vii. 23, See letter o. Chap. viii. 37, Nay, in aU thofc 
things we are more than conquerors, throuzh him that loved us* ' 

/i Cor. zv. sh ^ut thanks be to God, which giveth lutbpvic* ' 
tory, through our Lord Jefus Chrift 

o 



J56 



COSPEL SONNETS- 



PartIIL 



I'm (Ull ateafe, and dill oppreft ; 
Have conftant trouble, conftant reft ;x 
Both' clear and- cloudy, / free and bound ;» 
Both dead and living, v loft and found, w 
She for my good does work and win;x 
Yet 'tis not good for me to fm,jr 
My pleafure i^ues from my pain ; z 
My loiTes ftill increafe my gain.<i 

J a Cor. iv. 8, Wc arc troubled on every fide, yet not diflrcfl*- 
ed ; we are perplexed, but not in delpair. John xvi. 33, Thcfe 
things have lipoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. 
In the world ye £hall have tribulation ; but be of good cheer, I 
have overcome the world. Heb. iv. 3, For we which have be- 
lieved, do enter into reft. 

t Zech. xiv. 6, 7, And it (hall come to pais in tliat day, that the 
light fhall not be clear, nor dark. But it fliall be one day, which 
fhall be known to the Lord, not day nor night ; but it (hall come 
to pafs, that at evening time it (hall be light. Mic. viL 8, Re- 
joice not againft me, O mine eftemy ; when I fall, I (hall arife ; 
when I fit in darknefs, the Lord (liall be light unto me. 

u John viii. 36, If the Son therefore (liall make you free, ye 
fliall be free indeed. Adb xx. 23, The Holy Ghoft witneffeth in 
every city, faying, that bonds and aiHi<5lious abide me. 

V % Cor* vL 9, As dying, and behold we live. Col. iii. 3, For 
ye are dead, and our hfe is hid with Chrift in God. 

vf Matth. xviii. 11, For the Son of man is come to favc that 
which was loft Pfalm cxix. 176, I liave gone aflray like a loft 
(heep, feek thy fervant. Phil. iii. 9, And be found in him, not 
having mine own righteoufncfs, which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of Chrift,the righteoufncfs which is of 
God by faith. 

cc Rom. viii. a8, And wc know that all things work together 
for good, to them that love God, to them who are the called ac- 
cording to liis purpofe. Chap. xi. ii, I fay then. Have they (him- 
hlcd, that they fhould fall ? God forbid ; but rather through their 
fall (alvation is come unto the Ckntilei, for to provoke them to 
jcaloufy. 

y Pfalm Ixxxtx. 3 1, 31, If thc^- break my ftatutes, and keep not 
my commandments, then will I viht their tranfgreffions with die 
rod, and their iniquity with (Iripes. 

z Pfahn cxix. 67, Before I was afHidled, I went aftray : but now 
have I kept thy word. «. 71, It is good for me that I have been 
afflicted ; that I might learn thy (btutes. James i. 2, My breth- 
ren, eonnt it all joy when you fall into divers temptations. 

a Matth. X. 39, He that lofeth his life for my fake, (hall find it. 
Mark j. S^p, 3O9 And Jcfus aafwcrcd and faid, Verily I fay unto 
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I'm healed even when my plagues abound,^ 
Cover'd with duft even when I'm crown'd :c 
As low as death when living high, J 
Nor fhall I live, yet cannot die.^ 

For all my fins my heart is fad. 
Since God's difhonour'd ;/yet Vm glad. 
Though once I was a (lave to fin,^ 
Since God does thereby honour win.^ 

you, There is no man that left houfe, or brethren, or fifters, or fa- 
ther^ or mother, or wife, or children, or lands for my fake and the 
gofpel's, but he fhall receive an hundred fold now in this time,, 
houfes, and brethr^, and fifters, and mothers, and ciiildren, and 
lands, with perfecutions, and in the world to come, eternal life. 

S Rom. vii. 24, 26, O wretched man that I am, who fliall deliv- 
er me from the body of this death ! I thank God, through Jelbt 
Chrift our Lord. 

c viz. vfitb mercy y Job xlii. 5, 6, I have heard of thee by the hear- 
ing of the ear : but now mine eye feeth thee. Wherefore I abhor 
xxiyfelf, and repent in duft and afhes. Ezek. xvi. 6^y That thou 
mayeft remember and be confounded, and never open thy mouth 
any more, becaufe of thy fhame, when I am pacified toward thee 
for all that thou had done, faith the Lord Cod. 

J 7, Cor. vi. 9, As dying, and behold we live. 

e Heb. ix. 27, It is appointed unto men once to die. John v. 
24, Verily,, verily I fay imto you, He that heareth my word and 
believeth on him that fent me, hath everlafUag life, and fhall not 
come into condemnation ; but is paiTed from death unto life* 
Chap. vL 40, And this is the will of him that fent me, that every 
one which fccth the Son, and believeth on him, may have cvcr- 
lafKng life. v. 50, 51, This is the bread which cometh down from 
heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living 
bread wnich came down from heaven ; if any man cat of tliis 
bread he fhall live forever ; and the bread that I will give is my 
Hefh, which I will give for the life of the world. 

/ Pfalm li. 4, Agaiufl thee, thee only have I Unned, and done 
this evil in thy figiit. 

g Rom. vi. Z7, But God be thanked, that ye were the fervants 
of fin; but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of do^ine 
which was delivered unto you. 

b Ifa. xli. 24, Sing, O ye heavens ; for the I-.ord hath done it : 
Shout jc lower parts of the earth ; break forth into finging ye 
mountains, O forcfts, and every tree therein ; for the Lord hath 
redeemed Jacob, and glorified himfelf in Ilrael. Eph. i. 6, To tKe 
praife of the glorv of his grace, v. 12, Thut we fliould be to the 
pr^ufe of his glory. 
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My fins are ever in his eye,! 
Yet he beholds no fin in me ;i 
His mind that keeps them all in flore, 
Will yet remember them no more./ 
Becaufe my fins are great, I feel 
Great fears of heavy wrath ; m yet dill 
For mercy feek, for pardon wait, 
Becaufe my Ans are very great. « 
I hope when plung'd into defpair,^ 
I tremble when I have no fesur.f 

I Rev. ill. z, I know thy works, that thou hift a name that f hotf 
lived, and art dead. v. 15, I know thy works, that thou art nei- 
ther cold nor hot. 

i Numb, xxiii. a I, He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nex-' 
ther hath he feen pcrvcrfcnefs in Ifrael. Song iv. 7, Thou art all 
fair, my love, there is no fpot in thee. £zek. xvi. 14, And thy 
renown went forth among the heathen for thy beauty ; for it wa« 
perfe6: through my comelincfs which I had put upon thee, faith 
the Lord God. 

/ Ifa. xliii. %s* h even I am he that blottcth out thy trxnfgnC' 
fions for mine own fake, and will not remember thy (ins. Ter. 
xxxi. 34, I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
iins no more. Hcb. viii. 1 2, I will oe merciful to their unright- 
€0u£nefs,and their fins and their iniquities will Iremembcr no more. 

m Ezra ix. 13, 14, And after all that is come upon us for our 
evil dccd», and for our great trcfpafi» feeing that thou our God hz{t 
puniihed us Icfs than our iniquities dcfcrve, and haft given u& fuclx 
deliverance as this, fhould we again break thy commandments, and 
join in affinity with the people of thefe abominations ? wouldft 
not thou be angry with us till thou hadft confumed us, fo that there 
Ihould be no remnant efcaping ? Pfa. xxxviii. a, O Lord, rebuke 
me not in thy wrath ; neither chaften me in thy hot difpleafure; 

n Pfalm ixv. 11, For thy name*s fake, O Lord, pardon mine ini- 
quity ; for it is great. Jer. xiv. 7, O Lord, though our iniquities 
teftify againft us, do thou it for thy name's fake ; for our back- 
Hidings are many, we have (Lnncd againft thee. 

Rom. iv. 18, Who [Abraham] againft hope believed in hope; 
A Cor. i. 8, 9, For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of 
oar trouble which came to us in Aiia, that we were preiTed out 
of meafurc, above ftrength, infomuch that we defpaired even of 
life : but we h»d the fcntcnce of death in ourfclvcs, that we fhould 
not truft in ourfclvcs, but in God which raifeth the dead. 




/cm 

I. like i 7^, That he would grant unto us, that we being delivered 
Out of the h'.iudi oi our enemies, mVg^t fcrit Vjmxx \i\\\\wx Cc«^^ 
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Pardons difpel my griefs and fears, g 
And yet dilTolves my heart in tears. r 

SECT. IV. Myjerles In Faith's exiraalons^way amlwalhi 
prayers and anfivers^ heights and depths^ fear and love. 

With wafps and bees, my bnfy bill 
Sucks ill from good, and good from ill \a 
Humility makes my pride to grow. 
And pride afpiring lays me low.^- 

y Mattli. ix. a, Jefus faid unto the fick of the palfy, Son, be of 
good cheer, thy fins be forgiven thee. 

r Ezek. xxxvi. 25, a 6, Then will I fprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye fliall be clean ; from all your filthinefs, and from all 
your idols will I clcanfe you. A new heart alfo will I give you, 
and a new fpirit will I put within you ; and I will take away the 
ftony heart out of your flefli, and I will give you an heart of flefli. 
V, 31, Then fliail ye remember your own evil.ways, and your do- 
ings t!iat were not good^ and fliall lothe yourfelvcs- in your owa 
fight for your own iniquities, and for youn abominations. Chap^. 
xvi. 63, That thou may eft. remember and be confounded, and nev- 
er open thy mouth any more, bccaufe of thy fhame, when I am 
pacified toward thee for all that thou haft done, faith the Lord 
Clod. 

a Rom. ii. 4, Or defpifeft thou the riches of his goodnefs, and 
forbearance, and long fuffcring: not knowing that the goodnefs 
of God leadcth thee to repentance ? Chap. vi. i, a, What {hall wc 
fay then? fliall we continue in fin, that grace may abound.^ God 
forbid ; how fliall we that are dead to fin live any longer therein ? 
If, 15, What then ? fliall we fin, becaufe wc are not under the 
law, but under grace ? God forbid. Chap. viii. a8. And we know 
that all things work together for good, to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his piirpofe. Phil. i. la. 
But I would ye fliould underfland, brethren, that the things which 
happened unto me, have fallen out unto the furtherance of the 

Spfpel. Pfalm cxix. 71, It i» good for me that. I have been af- 
i^d ; that I might learn thy flatutcs. 
b % Cor. xii. 7, And left I fhould be exalted above meafurct 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a 
thorn in the flefli, the meflenger of Satan to buffet me, left I fliould 
be exalted above mcafure. Prov. xxix. aj, A man's pride fliall 
bring him low; but honour fliall uphold the humble in fpirit. 
a Chron. xxxii a6, Hezekiah humbled himfelf for the pride of his 
heart, (both he and the inhabitants of Jerufalcm,) fo that the 
wrath of the Lord came not upon them in the days of H^xOsl-dSbai.^ 

Z 
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My {landing does my fall procure, ^ 
My falling makes mc ftand more fure.i/ 
My poifon does my phyfic prove,^ 
My enmity provokes my love.y 
My poverty infers my wealtli,^ 
My iickncfs iflues in my health :h 
My hiirdnefs tends to make me foft,i 
And killing tilings do cure me oft.i 
While high attainments caft me down. 
My deep abafemcnts raife me foon : / 

e Pfalxn XXX. 6, 7, And in my profperity I faidtlfhall never be 
moved. Lord, by thy favour thou had made my mountain to 
(land ftrong ; thou di'dd hide thy face, and I was troubled. 

J Prov. xxiv. 16, For a jud man falleth feven times, and rifeth 
up again. Pfahn xxxvii. 24, Though he fall, he fhall not be ut- 
terly caft down; for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand. 

* 2 Cor. xii. 7, 8, And led I fhould be exalted above meafure, 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me 
a thorn in the ilefh, the meifcnger of Satan to bufFet me, left I 
fliould be exalted above meafure. For this thing I befought the 
Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. Ifa. xxvii. %, 9* In 
meafure when it iliooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it ; he ftay- 
cth his rough wind in the day of his eaft wind. By this, there- 
fore, fhall tlie iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit 
to take away his fin. 

/GaL V. a7. The flefli lufteth againft the Spirit, and the Spirit 
agaiuft the flefti. v. 94, And they that are Chrift*8 have crucified 
the ftefti, with the afFec^ons and lufts. 

g Rev. ii. 9, I know thy poverty, but thou art rich, a Cor. vi. 
10, — as having nothing, and yet pofTefiing all things. 

b Matth. ix. la, They that be whole need not a phyfician, but 
they that are fick. Ifa. Ivii. 17, 18, For the iniquity of his cove- 
touiiiefs was I wroth, and fmotc him : I hid me and was wroth, 
and he went on frowardly in the way of his heart, I have fecn his 
ways, and will heal him : I will lead him alfo, and reftore com- 
forts unto him, and to his mourners. 

f Ifa» Ixiii. 1 7, O Lord, why haft thou made us err from thy 
ways ? and hardened our hearts from thy fear ? Return for thy 
fervant's fake, the tribes of thine inheritance. 

i a Cor. i. 9, But we had the fentence of death in oQrfeivet* 
that we fhould not truft in ourfelves, but in God, which raifeth 
the dead. Hof. v. 15, I will go and return to my place, till they 
acknowledge their offence, and feek my face ; in their affliction 
they will feek me early. Chap. vi. i, Come and let us return un- 
to the Lord ; for he hath torn, and he will heal as ; he hath 
frntttctif and be will bind us up. 
/ 1 Pet, V. 6, Be fubje<a one to wan»b«,asiaL>i^^^o\^«A^\h hu- 
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My bed things oft have evil brood, m 

My worfl: things work the greated good./i 

My inward foes that me alarm, 

Breed me much hurt, yet little harm. 9 

I get no good by them,* yet fee 

To my chief good they caufe me flee.^ 

They reach to me a deadly ftroke, q 

Yet fend me to a living rock, r 

They make me long for Canaan's banks, s 

Yet fure I owe them little thanks. 

mility ; for God refiftcth the proud, and giveth grace to the hum*^ 
ble. Humble yourfclves therefore under the mighty hand of God» 
that he may exalt you in due time. Pfalm crvi. 6, 1 was brought 
low, and he helped me. 

m Pfalm xxx. 6, 7, And in my profperity I faid, I fhall never 
be moved. Lord, by thy favour thou haft made my mountain to 
ihind Hrong : thou didfl hide thy face, and I was troubled. Deut. 
xxxii. 14, 15, Butter of kinc, and milk of fheep, with fat of lambs 
and rams of the breed of Baflian, and goats, with the fat of kid- 
neys, of wheat ; and thou didft drink the pure blood of the grape. 
But Jefhurun waxed fat, and kicked : thou art waxen fat,<thou art 
grown thick, thou art covered with fatnefs ; then he forfook the 
God which made him, and lightly eftcemed the rock of his falva- 
tion. Pfalm cvi. 7, Our fathers underflood not the wonders in 
Egypt, they remembered not the multitude of thy mercies, but 
provoked him at the fea, even at the Red fea. 

m Pfalm XX. II, Thou haft turned for me my mourning into 
dancing: thou haft put off my fackcloth, and girded me with glad* 
nefs. Rom. viii. 28, See letter a. 

o Jer. X. 19. Wo is me for my hurt, my wound is grievous ; but 
1 faid. Truly this is a grief, and I muft bear it. i Pet. iii. 13, 
And who is be that will harm you, if ye be followers of that which 
is good? 

* Wx. in thcmfelves, but much evil. 1 Pet. ii. ii. Dearly belov- 
ed, I befeech you as ftrangers and pilgrims, abftain from fleftily 
lufts, which war againft the fouL James i. 14, 15, But every man 
is tempted when he is drawn away by his own luft, and enticed. 
Then when luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth fin ; and fin». 
when it is iiniftied, bringeth forth death. 

f PlDilIm cxliii. 9, Deliver me O Lord, from mine enemies ; I flee 
unto thee to hide me. 

^ Rom. viii. 13, If ye live after the flefli, ye fliall die. 

r Pfalm xviit. 46, 47, The Lord liveth, and blefl*ed be my rock ; 
and let the God of my falvation be exalted. It is God that aveng- 
Cth me, and fubdueth the people under me. 

4 Hiim It. 6, And I faid, O that I had wings like a dove ! for 
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I travel, / yet (land firm and fafl; ; u 
I ruTiy V but yet 1 make no hafle. w 
I take away both old and new, x 
Within my fight, jr yet out of view, z 
My way dire<5ls me in the way, a 
And will not fuffer me to ftray ; 3 
Though high and out of fight it be, 
I'm in the way, the way's in me. c 

then would I fly away and be at reft. And cxx. 5, Wo is me that 
I fojourn in Mefech, that I dwell in the tents of Kcdar. Rom. viii. 
20, 12, 23, For he (the creature) was made fubjedb to vanity, not 
willingly, but by rcafon of him who hath fubje^d the fame in 
hope ; bccaufe the creature itfelf alfo {hall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the cliildren of 
God : For we know the whole creation groaneth, and travaillcth 
in pain, together until now . and not only they, but ourfdves alio, 
which have the firft fruits of the Spirit, even we ourfelves groan 
Within ourfelves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption 
of our body. 

t Heb. zi. 13, And confeflcd that they were ftrangers and pil- 
grims on the earth. 

u I Cor. xvi. 13, Watch ye, Hand faft in the faith ; quit you like 
men, be ftrong. 

V Heb. xii. i, Let us run with patience the race tliat is fct be- 
fore us. 

%v Ifa. zxviii. 16, He that believeth, fliall not make hafte. 

K Jer. vi. 16, Thus faith the Lord, ftand ye in the ways and fee, 
and aik ye for the old paths, where is the good way, and v-aii^ 
therein, and ye ihall find reft for your fouls. Heb. x. 19, 20, Hav- 
ing, therefore, brethren, boldaefs to enter into the holicft by the 
blood of Jefus, by a new and living way, which he hath confccra- 
ted for us, through the vail, that is to fay, his flelh. 

y I Cor. xili. 12, For we now fee through a glafs, darkly ; but 
then face to face : now I know in part ; but then ihall I know, 
even as I alfo am known. 

X John xvi. 10, 1 go to my Father and ye fee mc no more. 

a John xiv. 6, Jefus faith unto him, I am the way : — ^no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 

6 Ifa. xliL 16, And I will bring the blind by a way that they 
know not ; I will lead them in paths that they have not known : 
I will make darknefs light before them, and crooked things fbraigbt. 
Thefe things will I do unto them, and not forfake them. Chap. ▼• 
4, Behold, I have given him to be a leader and commander to the 
people. 

c Ifa. XXXV. 8, And an highway fhall be ther«, and a way, and 

it Jhall be called the way of holmefs ; the unclean fhall sot pais 

^verjt, but it (hail be for tUofe; tbcwaTianii^xcvc^^xViQu^K fools, 
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'Tis (Iraight, J yet full of heights and depths ;c 
I kept the way,/ the ^^'ay me keeps, g 
And being tliat to which I tend. 
My very way's my journey's end. b 
When I'm in company I groan, 
Becaufe I then am mod alone ; i 
Yet in my dofeft fecrecy, 
I'm joyful in my company, i 

fhall not err therein. John r7. 14, Abide in me, and I in you. 
Chap. xvii. 23, 1 in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
-pcrfcA in one, and that the world may know that thou haft fent 
jne, and haft loved them, as thou haft loved me. v. 26, And I have 
declared unto them thy name, and will declare it ; that the love 
wherewith thou haft loved me, may be in them, and I in them." 

J Matth. iii. 3, This is he that was fpokcn of by the prophet ' 
Kfaias, faying. The voice of one crying in the wilderncfs, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths ftraight. 

e Ifa. xl. 3, 4, The voice of him that cricth in the wildcmef*. 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make ftraight in the dcfcrt a high- 
way for our God. Every valley fliall be exalted, and every moun- 
tain and hill be made low: and the crooked (hall be made ftraight, 
and the rough places plain. Chap. xHL x6. See letter 6. Pfalm 
Jzxvli. 13, Thy wav, O God, is in the fandhiary. v. 19, Thy way 
is in the fea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy foot.ftcps 
are not known. 

/ Pfalm xxxvii.'34, Wait on the Lord, and keep his way, and 
ke ihali exalt thee to inherit the land. 

g Pfalm czxi. 3, 4, He will not fuffer thy foot to be moved : 
he that keepeth thee will not (lumber. Behold, he that keepcth 
Ifrael, ftiall neither (lumber nor (leep. 

h Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24, But ye are come unto mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerufalem, and to 
an innumerable company of angels, to the general aflembly and 
church of the firft born, which are written in heaven, and to God 
the judge of all, and to the fpirits of juft men made perfedl, and to 
Jefus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 
fprinkling, that fpeaketh better thinn than the blood of AbeL 
z Theff. iv. 17, Then we which are alive and remain, fhall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the sir ; and fo ftiall we ever be with the Lord. 

X Song I. 3, Tell mc, O thou whom my foul loveth, where thou 
fccdcft, where thou makeft thy flock to reft at noon : for why 
fhould I be as one that turncth afidc by the flocks of thy com- 
panions ? 

i Song vii. II, 12, Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the 
iicM, let ut I'xlo^c in the villages. Let us get up early to the vine* 
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I'm heard afar, / without a noifc ; 
I cry without a lifted voice, tn 
Still moving in devotion's fphere, n 
Yet feldom fteady perfevere. o 

I'm heard when anfwer'd fbon or late if^ 
And heard when I no anfwer get ; q 
Yea, kindly anfwer'd, when refus'd, r 
And friendly treat, when harfhly us'd-y" 

yards, let us fee if the vines flourifii, whether the tender grapes 
appear, and the pomegranates bud forth : for there will I give thee 
my loves. 

/ Pfalm XX. 6, Now know I, that the Lord faveth his anointed y 
lie will hear him from his holy heaven, witli the faving ftrcngth ■ 
oi his right hand. 

m X Sam. L 13, 14, 15, Now Hannah, fhe fpake in her hearf,,- 
only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard ; therefore £U 
thought ihe had been drunken. And Eli faid unto her, how long 
wilt thou be drunken ? put away thy wine from thee. And Han- 
nah anfwered and faid, No, my lord, I am a woman of a forrowful 
fpirit ; I have drunken neither wine nor Ibong drink, but have 
poured out my foul before the Lord. 

« I ThefT. V. 13, Pray without ccafing. 

o Hof. vi. 4, O Ephraim, what flinll I do unto thee ? O Judah, 
what fhall I do unto thee f for your goodncfs is as a morning cloud, 
and as the early dew it goeth away. 

/ Ifa. xlix. 8, Thus faith the Lord, in an acceptable time have 
I heard thee, and in a day of falvation have I helped thee. 

q Matth. xxvi. 39, And Jcfus wentva little further, and ftll on. 
his face, and prayed, faying, O my Father, if it be poilible, let this- 
cup pafs from me, neverthclefs, not as I will, but as thou wilt. 

r P£Jm xxii. i, a, 3, My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken 
mc ? why art thou fo far from helping me, and from the words of 
my roarm? ? O my God, I cry in the day time, but thou heareft 
not ; and m the night fcafon, and am not dlent. But thou art 
holy, O thou that inhabiteft the praifes of Ifrael. 

y*Heb. xii. 5—10, And ye have forgotten the exhortation 
which fpcaketh unto you as children. My fon,defpife not thou the 
chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him : 
For whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, and fcourgeth every 
fon whom he receivf^th. If ye endure chaftening, C^d dealeth 
with you as with fons ; for what fon is he whom the father chaft* 
eneth not ? But if ye be without chaftifement, whereof all are 
•partakers, then are ye bafhirds, and not fons. Furthermore, we 
ha^e had fathers of our flefh, which corret^ed us, and* we gave 
tJicm reverence ^ HicJl wc OQt much rather be in fubjccbioA to the 
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My fervent prayers ne'er did prevail,/ 
Nor e'er of prevalency fail./ 
I wreftle till my ftrength be fpent,« 
Yet yield when ftrong recruits are fent. v 

I languifii for my Hufband's charms, w 
Yet faint away when in his arms.x 
My fweeteft health doth ficknefs prove ; 
"Wjben love me heals, I'm (ick of love.jf 

I am moft merry when I'm fad ;» 
Mod full of forrow when I'm glad ;/x 

Father of fpirits, and live ? For they verily for a few days chafl- 
cned us after their own pleafure ; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holinefs. 

s Dan. ix. 8, 19, O my God, incline thine ear, and hear ; open 
thine eyes, and behold our defolations, and the city which is call- 
ed by thy name ; for we do not prefent our fupplications before 
thee for our righteoufuefs, but for thy great mercies. O Lord, 
hear ; O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hearken and do ; defer not for 
thine own fake, O my God ; for thy city, and thy people are call- 
ed by thy name. 

* James v. 16, The efiTedfcual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. 

u Gen. xxxii. 24, 25, And Jacob was left alone ; and there 
wrelUed a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

V Pfalm cxxxviii. 3, In the day when I cried, thou anfweredft 
me ; and flrengthenedft me with (Irength in my foul. Gen. xviii. 
32, 33, And he faid, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
fpeak but this once ; Peradveuture ten fhall be found there. And 
the Lord went his way as foon as he had left communing with 
Abraham ; and Abraham returned unto his place. 

«x> FxtfRn Ixiii. a. My flefh longeth to fee thy power and thy glo- 
ry, fo as I have feeu thee in the fandtuary. And xxviL 4, O^e 
tning have I deiircd of the Lord, that will I feek after, that I may 
dweU in the houfe of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold 
the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in his temple. 

X Rev. 1. 17, And when I faw him, I fell at his feet as dead.: 
and he laid his right hand upon me, faying unto me, Fear not i l 
am the firfl and the laft 

y Song 11. 4, 5, He brought me to the banqueting houfe, and his 
banner over me was love. Stay me with flagons, comfort me with 
apples ; for I am iick of love. 

X I Cor. vii. 10, For godly forrow worketh repentance uqto 
falvation, not to be repented of. Feci. vii. 3, Sorrow is better 
than laughter ; for by the fadneff of the couotoiance the heart 
is made better. 
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Moil precious when I am moil vile, 5 
And moil ac home when in exile, c 

My bafe and honourable birth 
Excites my mourning and my mirth, ^ 

a Prov. xiv. 13, Even in laughter the heart is fbrrowful; and 
the end of that mirth is hcavinefs. 

6 Job li. 4, Behold I am vile, what fliall I anfwer thee ? I vrill 
lay my hand upon my mouth. Chap. xlii. 5, 6, 1 have heard of thee 
by the hearing of the car ; but now mine eye ieeththce. Where- 
fore I abhor myfelf, and repent in du(i and aihei. Jer. zxxi. 18, 
19, 20, I have furely heard Ephraim bemoaning himfcif thnii 
Thou Ii.id chaftifcd me, and I was cha(lifed,as a bullock unaceu^ 
tomed to the yoke ; turn thou mt;, and I {hall be turned ; for thou 
art the Lord my God. Surely after that I was turned, I repent- 
td, and after that I was inftru^fked, I fmote upon my thigh t I mm 
afliamcd ; yta, even confounded, bccaufe I did bear the reproach 
of my youth. Is Ephraim my dear fon, is he a pieafant child ? 
for uncc I fpike againft him, 1 do earneftly remember him (kill : 
therefore my bowels are troubled for him ; I will furely have 
mercy upon him, faith the Lord. 

c Ezek. i, I, Now it CAvr.c to pafs in the thirtieth year, In the 
fourth month, in the fifili cay of the month, (as I was among the 
captives by the river of Chtbar.) that the heavens . were opened, 
and I faw viiions of God. Rev. i. 9, 10, I John, who alfo amyour 
brother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and 
patience of Jcfus Chrift, was rn the ifle that is called Patmos, for 
the word of God, and for the teftimony of Jefas Chrift, I was in 
the fpirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, 
a« of a trumpet, &c. John xvi. 3 a, Behold, the hour comcth, yea 
is now come, that ye ihall be fcattercd, every man to his own, 
and ihall leave me alone ; and yet I am not alone, becaufe the 
Father is with me. 

J Ezek. xvi. 3, 4, Thus faith the Lord God unto Jerufalcm, Thy 
birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan ; thy father was 
an Amorite, and thy mother an Hittite. And as for thy nativity 
in the day thou waft bom, thy navel was not cut, neither waft 
thou warned in water to fupple thee : thou waft not faltcd at all, 
Bor fwaddled at alL John i. 13, which were bom not of blood, 
nor 0f the will of the flefli, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
Pialm li. 5, Behold I was fliapen in iniquity ; and in fin did my 
mother conceive me. % Pet. i. 3, Blefled be the God and Father 
of oor Lord Jefus Chrift, which, accor4ing to his abundant mcr* 
cy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope, by the refurredkion 
«f Jefut Chrift from the dead. 
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I'm poor, yet ftock'd with untold rent ; e 

Moft weak, and yet omnipotent./ 

On earth there's none fo great and high,^ 

Nor yet fo low and mean as I ; ^ 

None or fo foolifli, 1 or fo wife ^ k 

So often fall, fo often rife. / * 

I, feeing \^\m. I never faw, m 

Serve without fear, and yet with awe. n 

e Rev. iii. /7, Bccaufc thou fayeft, I am rich,aad increafcd with 
|rood3, and have need of nothing ; and knoweft not that thou art 
wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked. I coun- 
fcl thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou maycft be 
rich ; a:nd white raiment, that thou mayeft be clothed, and that 
the Ihame of thy nakednefs do not appear ; and anoint thine eyes 
with eye-falve, that thou mayeft fee. Eph. iii. 8, Unto me who 
am lefs than the leaft of all faints, is this grace given, that I fhould 
preach among the Gentiles the unfearchable riches of Chrift. 

yjohn XV. 5, Without me ye can do nothing. Phil. iv. 13, I 
can do all things, through Chrift which ftrengthcned me. 

g PfaUn xvi. 3, But to the faints that are in the earth, and to 
the eicellent, in whom is all my dt light. Ifa. xliii. 4, Since thou 
waft precious in my light, thou haft been honourable, and I have 
loved thee : therefore will I give men for thee, and people for 
thy life. 

b Eph. iii. 8, See letter e. i Tim. i. 15, This is a faithful fay- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jcfus came into the 
world to fave unners ; of whom I am the chief. ' ' 

i Ffalm Ixxiii. %2, So foolifti was I, and ignorant ; I was as a 
bcaft before thee. Prov. xxx. %, 3, Surely I am more bnitifh than 
any man, and have not the underftanding of a man. I neither 
learned wifdom, nor have the knowledge of the holy, 

i I Cor. i. 30, But of him are ye in Chrift Jefu3,who of God is 
made unto us wifdom, &c. Matth. xi. aj, 26, At that time Jrfus 
anfwered and faid, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, becaufe thou haft hid thcfe things from the wife and pru- 
dent, and haft revealed them unto babes. Even fo. Father, for To 
it feemed good in thy fight. Chap. xiii. 11, Jefus anfwered an,l 
faid unto them, Becaufe it is given unto you to know the myfte- 
rica of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 

/Prov. xxiv. 16, A juft man falleth fcven times, and rifeth up 
again. 

« z Pet, i. 8, Whom having not fcen, ye love ; in whom though 
now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeal^- 
ble, and full of glory. Heb. xi. i, Now faith is the fubftancc of 
tilings hoped for, the evidence of things not fcen. 

n Luke i. 74, That he would grant uuto us, that we being de- 
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Though love, when perfeft, fear remove,© 

Yet moft I fear when mod I love.^ 

All things are lawful unto me, q 

Yet many things unlawful be ;r 

To fome I perieft hatred bear,/ 

Yet keep tlie few of love entire :x 

I'm bound to love my friends, / but yet 

I fin unlefs 1 do them hate : u 

I am oblig'd to hate my foes,v 

Yet bound to love and pray for thofe. w 

livcred out of the hands of onr enemies, might ferve him without 
fear. Hcb. xii. a8, Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which 
cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby wc may fcrvc God 
acceptably, with reverence and godly ftar. 

• 1 John iv. 1 8, There is no fear in love; but perfeAlovc cafK 
eth out fear, becaufe fear hath torment ; he that fcarcth is not 
made pcrfe(5l in love. 

/ Jer. xxxiii. 9, And it (hall be to me a name and joy, a praife 
and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which ihall 
.hear all the good that I do unto them ; and thev fliall fear and 
tremble for all the goodnefs, and for all the ptofperity that I can 
.procure unto it. Hof. iii. 5, Afterwards fhall tjie children of IT- 
rael return, and fcek the Lord their God, and David their king, 
and {hall fear the Lord, and his goodnefs in the latter days. 

q I Cor. vi. 12, All things arc lawful unto mc, but all things 
arc not expedient : all things arc lawful for me, but I will not be 
brought under the power of any. 

r £xod. XX. I, a, 3, &c. And God fpakc all thefe words, faying, 
J am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the houfc of bondage, 'i'hou flialt have no oth- 
er gods before me, &c. 

/Pfalm cxxxix. ai, 22, Do not 1 hate them, O Lord, that hate 
thee ? and am not I grieved with thofe that rife up againft thee f 
I h4te them with a pcrfcdl hatred, I count them mine enemies. 

s a Chron. xix. a, And Jehu the fou of Hanani the fcer, went 
out to meet him, and faid to king Jehofliaphat, Shouldft thou 
help the ungodly, and love them that hate the Lord ; therefore is 
wrath upon thee from before the Lord. 

/Lev. xix. 18, Thou flialt not avenge, nor bear any grudge, 
againft the children of thy people, but thou flialt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyfelf : I am the Lord. 

u Luke xiv. a6, If any man come to me, and hate not his fci- 
ihcr, and mother, and wife, and children, and bretliren, and fif- 
tcrs, yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot be my difcipie. 

V As they arc the foes of God. Judges v. 31, So let all thine 
aicmics pcrUh, O Lord ; but let them that Jove him he as the 
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Heart love to men I'm calPd t' impart, 
Yet God ftill calls for all my heart, .-v 
I do him and his fervice both 
By nature love, y by nature lothe. z 

SECT. V. MxfterUs about Jejh andfpirlt^ Rierty and bond- 

^S^f Rfi ^fid death. 

Much like my heart both falfe and true, a 
I have a name both old and new.^ 

fun when he goeth forth in his might. Pfalm xvii. 13, 14, ArifCf 
O Lord, dUappoint him, caft him down : deliver my foul from 
the wicked which is thy fword ; from men which are thy hand, 

Lord, from men of the world, which have their portion in this 
fife, and whofe belly thou fillefl with thy hid treafure : they arc 
full of children, and leave the reft of their fubftance to their 
babes. 

w Matth. V. 44, But I fay unto you, love your enemies, bicfs 
them that curfe you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them which defpitefully ufe you, and perfecute you. 

X Matth. xix. 19, Jefus faid uuto him. Thou fhalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thyfelf. Chap. zxiL 37, Thou (halt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. 

y 1 John V. 2, By this we know that we love the children of 
God, when we lave God, and keep his .commandments. 

z Rom. viii. 7, The carnal mind is enmity againft God : for it is 
not fubjedl to the law of God, neither indeed can be. CoL i. ar. 
And you that were fometimes alienated, and enemies in your minds 
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. 

a Jer. xvii. 9, The heart is deceitful above all things, and defpe- 
rately wicked, who can know it ? Htb. i. aa, Let us draw near 
with a true heart, in full aflurance of fkith, having our hearts 
fprinklcd from »i evil confcience, and our bodies v^ailied with 
pure water. 

6 Rom. ix. 25, a6. As he faith alfo in Ofec, I will call them my 
people, which. were not my people ; and her, beloved, which was 
not my beloved. And it uiall come to pafs, that in the place 
where it was faid unto them, Ye are not my people ; there Aall 
they be called, The children of the living God. Rev. ii. 17, He 
that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit iaith unto the 
churches. To him that overcometh, will I give to eat of the hid- 
den manna, and will give him a white ftone, and in the ftone a 
new name written, which no man kuoweth, faving he that re- 
ceiveth it. Chap. iii. i», Him that overcometh vrill I make a pil- 
lar in the temple of my God, and he fhall go no more out : and 

1 wiU write upon him the name of my God, and the name of t.b& 
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No new thing Is beneatli the fun \c 
Yet all is new, and eld things gone.^ 
Thoi-sgli in rt\y IbHi dwells no good thiiig,^ 
Yet Chriil In mo I joyilil ilvi^.f 
Sin I confefs, and I deny ; 
For though 1 fin, it is not I.^ 
I fin againil, and with roy will ; /j 
I'm innocent, yet guilty IclU.i 

city of my God, which is New Jcrufilem, which cometh 'down 
out of heaven from my God, ilnd I will v/rite upon him my new 
Dame. 

c Hccl. i. 9, The thing that hath been, it is that which (hall be : 
and thixt which is done, is that which fhall be done : and there U 
no new thing under the Ain. 

d * Cor. V. 17, If any man be in Chrift he is a new creature ; 
old things are pniTed away, behold all things art become new. 
Rev. xxi. 5, And he that fat upon the throne, f aid, Behold, I make 
all things new. 

e Rom. vii. «8, For I know, that in me (that is, in my flefti) 
dwcllcth no good thing ; for to will is prefcnt with me, but how 
to perform that which is good, I find not. 

/Col. i. a7, To whom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this myftery among the gentiles, which is 
ChriA in you the hope of glory. 

g Rom. vii. 1 4^ — 20, For we know that the |rw is fpiritual ; 
but I am carnal, fold under fin. For that which 1 do, I allow not ; 
for what I would, that I do not ; but what I hate^ that do I. If 
then I do that which I would not, I confent unto the Uw that It is 
good. Now then, it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwellcth 
in me. For I know, that in me (that is, in my flefh) dwellcth no 
good thing ; for to will is prefent with me, but how to perform 
that which is good, I find not. For the good that I would, I do 
not ; but the evil which I would not, that I do. Now, if I do that 
I would not, it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwellcth in 
me. I John iii. 9, Whofoever is bom of God, doth not commit 
fin ; for his feed remaineth in him ; and he cannot fin, becaufe 
he is bom of God. 

I Rom. vii. 21^— a5, I find then a law, that when I would do, 
good, evil is prefent with me. For I delight in the law of God* 
after the inward man. But I fee another law in my members, 
warring againd the law of my mind, and bringing me into cap- 
tivity to the law of fin, which is in my members. O wretched 
man that I am, who (hall deliver me from the body of this death 1 
I thank God, through Jefus Chrid our Lord. So then, with the 
oiind I myfclf fervc -the law of God, but with the flefli the law 

'Pfnlm x/jc Jj, Keep back thy fervaut ^YloUomY^^Cximijtuous 
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l'h(v.'p:h fain Pd be the greateft faint^i 
To be the leaft I*d be content./ 
My lownefs may my heiglit evince,/?* 
I'm both a beggar and a prince. » 
With meaneft fubjeds I appear, o 
With kings a royal fceptre bear.^ 
I'm both unfettered and involved, 5^ 
By law condemn'd, by law abfolv'd. r 

(ins, let them nidi liave dominion over me, then fhall I be upright,. 
and I fhall be innocent from the great tranfgrcnion. And cxx. 
3, If thou, Lord, fliouldfl mark iniquity; O Lord, who flialL 
ftandr 

i Pfalm Mvii. 4, One thing have I defired of the Lord, that 
will 1 feck after, that I may dwell in the houfe of the Lord all the 
days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
in his temple. 

/ Pfalm Ixxxiv. 10, For a day in thy courts is better than a 
thoufand ; I had rather be a door keeper in the houfe of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickednefs. 

m Jc)l> V. 1 1, To fct up on high thofe that be low ; that thofe 
which mourn may be exalted to fafcty. 

/t I Sam. ii. 8, The Lord raifeth the poor out of the dufl:, and 
lifteth up th^ beggar from the dunghill, to fet them among princ- 
es, and to make them inherit the throne of glory ;. for the pillars 
of the earth are the Lord's, and he hadxiet the world upon them. 
Gen. x^xii. 28, A^d the angel faid^ Thy name (liall be called no 
more Jiicob, but Ifracl ; far as a. prince thou haft power with God 
and wim men, and liaft prevailed^ Rev. i. 5, 6, Unto him that 
loved ui, and wafhed us from our Una in Ms own blood, and hath- 
made us kings and priefb unto God and his Father. ; to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. . Amen. 

o Phil. iL 10, That at the name of jefus every knee fhould 

^how, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 

the earth. Heb. i. 6, And again when he bringeth in the iir(b 

begotten, into the world, he faith,, and let all the Angels of God 

worfhip him. 

p Rev. ii. 26,. 27, And he that overcometh^ and. keepeth my 
works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations :: 
(and he ihall rule them as with a rod of iron : as the veiTcis of 
a potter ihall they be broken to fhivers) even as I received of my 
Bather. 

7 Pfalm cxvi. 16, Oh Lord, truly I am thy fervant ;: T am thy 
iervant,and the fon of thy handmaid : thou haft loofed my bonds. 
Rom. vii. 23, But I fee another law in my memberSf warring 
agaiinfl the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the 
law of fm^ which is m my members. 

r X John iii. 20, For if^our. heart condemn us, God is greater 
P 2 
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M7 gnilt coTrrignly pnnldiM foe, 

Yet I the giiilty wretch go free./ 

My gain did by my lofs begin ;/ 

My righteonfiiefs comnienc*d by fin ;u 

My perfect peace by bloody ftrife ;v 

Life is my death, and death my life.w 

Vm (in this prefcnt life I know) 

A captive and a freeman too ;.v 

And though my death can't fct me^rce, 

It will perfedl my liberty .jr 

than our heart, and knoweth all thing«j, Rom. viii. i, There it 
thertfore now no condemnation to them whieh arc in Chrift Jefus, 
who walk not alter the flefli, but after tlie Spirit, v. 33, 34, Who 
iliail lav any thing to the charge of God's clcdl .' It is God that 
juiliiieth : who is he that condcmneth ? It is Chrid that died, yea, 
rather that is rifen again, who is even at the right hand of God, 
who alfo makcth interceffion for us. 

s Gal. iii. 13, Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfc of the 
law, being made a curfc for us : for it is written, Curfcd is every 
one that hangeth on a tree. 

/ Rom. iii. 23, 24, For all have iinned, and come fhort of the 
glory of God : being juftified freely by his grace, through the r^ 
demption that is in Jefus ChrifL 

u Rom. iii. 5, But if our unrighteoufnefs commend the right- 
coufnels of God, what Hiall wc fay ? Chap. v. ao, ii. But where 
fin abounded, grace did much more abound : that as fin hath 
reigned unto death, even fo might grace reign through rightcouf- 
nefs, unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrifl our Lord. 

V Col. i. 20, And (having made peace through the blood of his 
crofs) by him to reconcUe all things unto himfelf, by him, I fay, 
whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 

TO The life of fin is our death, i Tim. v. 6, But flic that liveth 
in pleafure is dead while fhe liveth. The death of Chrift our Ufe. 
a Cor. V. 14, 15, For the love of Chrift conftraineth us, becaufe 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead : and 
that he died for all, that they which live, fliould not henceforth 
live unto themfelves, but unto I^m which died for them, and roic 
again. 

* Rom. vii. 23, Sec letter q. Chap. viii. 2, For the law of the 
Spirit of life, in Chrift Jefus, hath made me free from the law of 
fin and death. 

y John viii. 36, If the Son therefore fliall make you free, ye fhall 

be free indeed. Rev. xiv. 13, And I heard a voice from heaven, 

faying unto me, Write, BleiTed are the dead which die in the lrf>rd, 

from henceforth : Yea, faith the Spirit, that they may reft from 

their hbours ; and their works do follow them. 2 Cor. v. 4, 
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1 am not worth one dufty grain, 
Yet more than worlds of gold-en gain ; 
Though worthlels I myfelf endite, 
Yet fhall as worthy walk in white, a 

SECT. VI. The myjlery of free juflification through Chrift's 

obedience and fatisfaQioTim 

No crttiture ever could or will 
For fin yield fatisfadtion full \a 
Yet juftice from the creature's hand 
Both fought and got its full demand.^ 

Hence though I am, as well I know, 
A debtor, c yet I nothing owe. d 

For we that are in this tabernacle do groan, being burdened : not 
for that we would not be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mor- 
tality might be fwallowed up of life. 

X Gen. xxxiL lo, 1 am not worthy of the leaft of all thy mer- 
cies, and of all the truth which thou haft Shewed unto thy fer- 
vant ; for with my ftafF I paiTed over this Jordan, and now I am 
become two bands. Rev. iii. 4, Thou haft a few names even in 
■Sardis, which liave not deAled their garments ; and they fhall 
walk with me in white ; for they are worthy. 

a Pfalm xlix. 8, For the redemption of their foul is preciovs, 
and it ceafeth for ever. Ifa. xl. 16, And Lebanon is not fufficienc 
to burn, nor ail the beafts thereof fufficient for a burnt ofttring. 

6 Pfalm xL 6, Sacrifice and oiFering thou didft not deiire, mine 
ears thou haft opened : burnt offering and fin oftering haft thou 
not required. Heb. x. 5, 6, 7, Wherefore, when he cometh into 
•the world, he faith, Sacrifice and oftering thou wouldft not, but 
a body liaft thou prepared for me : in burnt offerings and facri- 
iices for fin thou haft had no pleafure ; then faid I, Lo I come 
(in the volume of thy book it is written of me) to do thy will, 
O God. £ph. V. 2, Chrift iiath loved us, and liath given himfelf 
for us, an offering and a facrifice to God for a fwect fmelling fa- 
vour. 

c Matth. vi. 12, And forgive us our debts, as wc forgive our 
•debtors. 

d Rom. iii. 24, 25, Being juftified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Jefus Chrift : whom God hath fet forth 
•to be a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteoufnefs for the remifCon of fms that are paft, through the 
forbearance of God. Heb. x. 14, For by one offering he hath 
-perfected for ever them that arc ran<^ficd. 
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My creditor has nought to fay, r 
Yet never had I aught to p^j.f 
He freely pardon'd ev'ry mite,jr 
Yet would no fingle farthiag quit, h 
Hence ev'ry blifs that falls to me 
Is dearly bought, yet wholly free, i 
All pardon that I need I have. 
Yet daily pardon need to crave, i 
The law's arreft keeps me in awe, / 
But yet 'gainfl me there is no law. m 

e Rom. viii. $^j 34, Who (hall lay any thing to the charge o£ 
God*8 ele<5t ? ft is Chriil that juflifieth ; who is he that condcmn- 
cfh? It is Chrid that died, yea rather, that is rifen again, who is 
even at the riglit hand of God, who alfo maketh interceffion for 
us. 

/"Rom. V. 6, For when we were yet without (krength, in due 
time Chrifl died for the ungodly. «. 8, But God commendcth 
his love towards us, in that while we were yet finners, ChrKtdied 
for us. 

g Adts xiii. 38, 39, Be it known unto you therefore, men and 
brethren, tliat through this man is preached unto you.the forgive 
nefs of fins : and by him all that believe are juftiiied from all 
things, from which ye could not be juftified by the law of Mofes. 

A Rom. iii. 14, 25, See letter d. Chap. viii. aa. He fpared not 
his own Son, but delivered him up for us all. 

i I Pet. xviii. 19, For as much as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, as filvjcr and gol^, from your 
vain converfation received by tradition from your fathers ; but 
with the precious blood, of Chrift, as of a Lamo without blcmiHi 
and without fpot. £ph. 1 7, In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgivencfs of fins, according to the riches of hit 
grace. % Tim. i. 9, Who hath faved us, and called us with a ho- 
ly calling ; not according to our works, but according to his owa 
purpofe and grace which was given us in Chrifl.Jefus before the 
world began. 

i Pfalm ciiL 3, Who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth 
all thy difeafes. And xxv. 1 1^ For thy name's fake, O Lord) par- 
don mine iniquity ; for it is very great. Luke xi. 4, And forgive 
ns our fins : for we alfo forgive every one that is indebted to us. 
Dan. ix. 19, O Lord, hear ; O Lord, forgive ; O Lord, hearken 
and do, defer not for thine own fake, Omy God ; for thy cityi 
and thy people, are called by thy name. 

I Pfalm cxix. lao, My flem trembleth for fear of thee, and.^ am 
afraid of thy judgments. Rom. vii. 9, 1 was alive without the law 
once ^ but when the commandment came, fin revived, and I dtccU 
V, J J, Was then that which is good made death unto me ? God 
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Though truth my jud damnation crave, n 
Yet truth's engaged my foul to fave. 
My whole fidvation comes by this, 
Fair truth and mercy's mutual kifs./ 

Law-breakers ne'er its curfe have mifs'd ; 
But I ne'er kept it, yet am blefs'd. q 
I can't be jullify'd by it, r 
And yet it can't but me acquit./ 

forbid. But fin, that it might appear fin, working death in mc by 
that which is good ; that fin by the commandment might become 
exceeding finful. 

m Gal. ▼. ^3, The fruit of the Spirit is— meeknefs, temperance, 
r<rainfl Atch there is no law. i Tim. i. 9, Knowing this, that the 
law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawlcls and diit 
obK'irnt, &c. 

n £zi:k. xviii. 4, The foul that finncth, it diail die. 

« I Tim. i. 15, This is a faithful faying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, tliat Chrifl Jefus came into the world to favc finncrs; 
of whom I am the chief. 

p Pfalm IxxTV. 10, Mercy and truth are met together; right* 
eoufnefs and peace have kifl*ed each other. 

q Gal. iii. 10, As many as arc of the worUs of the law, are under 
the curfe ; for it is written, Curfed is every one that continuetk 
not in all things wiiich are written in the book of the law to do 
them. «. 13, 14, ChriA hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made a curfe for us : for it is written, Curfed is everf 
one that hangeth on a tree : that the blefiing of Abraham might 
come on the Gentiles through Jefus Chrift ; that we might re- 
cieve the promife of the Spirit through faith. 

r Rom. iii. ao. Therefore by the deeds of the law, there fliall no 
fleih be juftified in his fight : for by the law is the knowledge of 
fin. GaL ii. 16, Knowing that a man is not juftified by the wot ks 
of the law, but by the faith of Jefus Chrift, even we have beliered 
in Jefus Chrifi ; that wc might be jufiificd by the faith of Chrift, 
and not by the works of the law ; for by the works of the law ihaU 
no flefh l>e juftified. Chap. iii. 11, But that no man is juftified by 
the law in the fight of God, it is ex'ident ; for, the juft ftiall live by 
faith. 

/Rom. viii. i. There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which arc in Chrift Jeiiis. v. 3, 4, For what the law co«ld not 
do, in that it was weak through the flelli, God fending his own 
Son in the likcncfs of llnfpl fi-n', snd for In.cor.dfjnncd fin in the 
lltfti; thit the right CO ufntfs or tne \'i\/ n^ffht he hdAWvd in us, 
who walk not after the flefli, lut after the Spirt. 2 Cor. v. ai. 
Tor he Irith made him to bclin for us, who knew no l:a ; that we 
mi^jht be made the rightcoufcil's of God iu iiiir.. lV>>vv. vCv •vfo^'^^ 
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I'm not oblig'J to keep it more, / 
Yet more obliged than e'er before, / 
By perfedl doing life I find, u 
Yet * do and live' no more me bind, v 
Thefe terms no change can undergo. 
Yet fweetly chang'd they are : nv for lo, 
My doing caus'd my life, x but now 
My life's the caufe that makes me do. 

declare, I fay, at this time hit righteoufnefs ; that he might be jod, 
and the jufhfier of htm which belicreth in Jefut. 

s Rom. vi. 14, Sin (hall not have dcrniinion over you ; for ye are 
not under the law, but under grace. Gal. ▼. i — 4, Stand faft there- 
fore in the liberty when with Chrift hath made us free, and be not 
entangled again with the yoke of bondage. Behold I Paul iar un- 
to you, that if ye be circumcifed, Chrift ihall profit you nothing. 
For I tcftify again to every man that is circumcifed, that he is a. 
debtor to do the whole law. Chrif^ is become of no efie<5l unto 
you, whufoever of you are judified by the law; ye arcfallen from 
grace. 

t Rom. vi. I, 2, What fliall we fay then ? ihall we continue itl 
fin, that grace may abound ? God forbid ; how (hall we that are 
dead to fin, live any longer therein ? v, 15, What then ? {hall we 
fin, becaufe we are not under the law, but under grace ? God for- 
bid. 

« Rom. V. 17, 18, 19, They which receive abundance of grace,, 
and of the gift of righteouihefs, iliall reign in life by one, Jcfus 
Chrift By the righteoufnefs of one, the free gift came upon all 
men to jufUfication^of life. By the obedience of one ihall many 
be made righteous. 

V Rom. X. 5 — 9, For Mofes dcfcribeth the righteoufnefs which 
is of the law, That the man which doth thefe things, ihall live 
by them. But the righteoufnefs which is of faith fpeaketh on this 
wife. Say not in thine heart. Who ihall afcend into heaven ? (that 
is, to bring Chrift down from above ;) or who ihall defcend into the 
deep? (that is, to bring up Chrift again from the dead;) but 
what faith it ? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in. 
thy heart ; that is, the word of faith which we preach. That if 
thou ilialt confefs with thy mouth the Lord Jefus, and ihalt be^ 
lievein thine heart, that God hath raifed him from the dead, thou, 
ihalt be fared. 

w Rom. iii. 31, Do we then make void the law through faith? 
God forbid ; yea, we efbbliih the law. 

ff Rom. z. 5, See letter v. 

J John xiv. 19, Becaufe I live, ye ihall live alfo. Chap. xv. j, I 

am the vine, ye arc the branches'; he that abideth in me, and I in 

him, the time bringcth forth much fruit ; for without me yc can 

do nothing. Kom. vii 4, Wherefore, ^ly brethren, ye aUb are be* 
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Though works of righteoufnefs 1 ft ore, % 
Yet righteoufnefs of works abhor ; a 
For righteoufnefs witliout a flaw 
Is righteoufnefs without the law. b 

In duty's way I'm bound to lie,r 
Yet out of duties bound to fly ; ^ 
Hence merit I renounce wltli fli-imc, e 
Yet right to life by merit claim./ 

Merit of perfedl righteoufnefs 
I never had, g yet never mifs ; b 

come dead to the law by the body of Chnd ; that ye Hiould be 
married to another, even to him who is raifcd from the dead, that 
we fliould bring forth fruit unto God. £zck. xxxvi. 27, And I 
•will put my fpirit within you, and caufe you to walk in my fta- 
tute»» and ye (hall keep my judgments, and do tliem. 

s Phil. i. II, Being 611ed with the fruits of righteoufnefs, which 
are by Jefus Chrift unto the glory and praife of God. 

a PhiL iiL 9, And be found in him, not having mine own right- 
eoufnefs, which is of the law, but that which ib through the faith 
of Chrift, 'the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith. Ifa. Ixiv. 6j 
All our righteoufneiTes arc as filthy rags. Romans iv. 6, Even at 
-David alfo defcribeth the blefTednefs of the mau unto whom God 
imputeth righteoufnefs without works. 

i Rom. iiL ao, 21, 22, I'herefore by the deeds of the law there 
{)iall no fiefh be juftified in his light ; for by the law is the know- 
ledge of fin. But now the righteouihels of God without the law 
is manifefted, being witueffed by the law and the prophets ; even 
the righteoufnefs of God which is by faith of Jefus Chrift unto 
allf and upon all them that believe ; for there is no difference. 

c Prov. viii. 34, Blefifed is the man that heareth me, watching 
•doily at my gates, waiting at the pods of my doors. 

d Ifa. Ivii. I2» I will declare thy righteoufnefs, and thy works, 
for they (hall not profit thee. Luke xvii. 10, When ye fhall have 
done aU thofe things which are commanded you, fay, We are un- 
profitable fervants; we have done that which was our duty to do. 

e Pialm xvi. a, O my foul, thou haft iaid ui)to the Ix)rd, Thou 
art my Lord; my goodnefs extendeth not to thee. Ezck. xxxvi. 
3a, Not for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord God, be it known 
unto 3rou ; be afhamed and confounded for your own way«, O 
houfe of Ifrael. 

/Rom. V. 18, 19, By the righteoufnefs of oac, the free gift came 
upon all men unto juftification of life. By the obedience of -ooe 
•^lall many be made righteous. Ifa. xlv. »4, 25, Surely fhafi one > 
Xay, .In the Lord have I righteoufnefs and.ftrength ; even to him 
fhall jQcn come, and all that arc inccnfcd agaiod blsa Qqa&>^ V>^ 
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A noxious brier, h a harmlefs pine ; i 
A fiiplefs twig, i a bleeding vine : / 
A liable fir, m a pliant buln ; n 
A noble oak,o a naughty ru^./> 

With fenfitives I may compare. 
While I their various nature fhare : 
Their diftinft names may juftly fuit 
A ftrange, a reafonable brute, q 

tcrs, and fct it as a willow tree. And it grew, and became a fpread- 
in\r vine of low flature, whofc branches turned toward hhn, and 
the roots thereof was turned toward him ; fo it became a vine, and 
brought forth branches, and (hot forth fprlgs. v 14, And all the 
trees of the field Ihall know that I the Lord have brought down 
the high tree, have exalted th<: low tree, have dried up the green 
tree, and have made the dry jtree to flounfli : I the JLord iiave 
fpoken and have done i t. Mark iv. 30, 3 1, And Jcfus faid, Whcre- 
unto fliall ye liken the kingdom of God ? or, with what compari- 
fon Hiall we compare it ? It is like a grain of mudard feed, which, 
when it is fown un the earthy is lefs than all the feeds that be in 
tikc earth* 

g Pfaim xcii. la, The righteous fhall grow like a cedar in Licb- 
anon. 

6 Mic. vii. 4, See letter c. 

i Ifa. xli. 1 9, I will fet in the defert the £r tree, and the pinc« 
and the box tree together. 

i John XV. 4, Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine ; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me. v. 6, If a man abide not in mt, he is 
caft forth as a branch, and is withered. 

/ Jolm XV. 5, I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abid- 
cth in me, and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit ; for 
without me ye can do nothing. Song ii. 13, The fig tree putteth 
forth her green figs, and the vines with the tender g^^^pe give a 
good fmclL w 15, Take us the foxes^ the. little foxes that fpoU 
the vines ; for our vines have tender grapes. 

m Ifa. Iv. 13, Inflead of the thorn fhall come up the fir tree, and 
inftead of the brier ihall come up the myrtle tree ; and it fhall be M 
the JLord for a name, for an everlafHng ugn that fhall not be cut off. 
And Ix. 13, The glory of Lebanon fhall come unto thee, the Br 
tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify the place of 
my fan«auary, and 1 will make the place of my feet glorious. 

a Ivlatth. xi. 7, And as they departed, Jefus began to fav unto 
the multitudes concerning John, What went ye out into the wil- 
dcrnefs to fee ? A reed fhakcn with the wind ? 

o Ifa. vi. 13, But yet in it fliall be a tenth, and it fhall return, 
uihl ihall hi eaten ; us a tcil tree, and as an oak whofc fubftanccif 
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The facred page my ftate defcribes 
From volatile and reptile tribes ; 
From ugly vipers, r beauteous birds ;/ 
From foaring hofts, j and fwinifh herds, t 

I'm rank'd with beads of different kinds. 
With fpiteful tygers, u loving hinds ; v 
And creatures of diftinguifh'd forms,. 
With mounting eagles, w creeping worms, x 

A mixture of each fort I am ; 

A hurtful fnake,^ a harmlefs lamb ; x 

in them when they cad their leavea ; £b the holy feed fliall be the 
fubftancc thereof. 

p Ife, Iviii. Sf I* it fach a faft that I have chofen ? a day for a 
ntun to afflidt his foul ? is it to bow down his head a* a bulruflit 
apd to fpread fackch)th and aflies under him ? wilt thou call this^ 
a faft, and an acceptable day to the Lord ? 

9 Pfalmlxxiii4 2v,So foolifh was I (Afaph,) and ignorant; I was 
a bcaft before thee. Prov. xxx. a, Surely I (Agur) am more bni« 
tilli than any man, and have not the underfbinding of a man. 

r Matth. lii. 7, But when John faw many of the Pharifees^ and 
Sadducees come to his baptifm, he faid unto them, O generation 
of vipers, &c. 

/Song' ii. 12, The time of the imging',of birdi if come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 

X Ifa. Ix. 8, Who are thefc that fly as a cloud, and as the doves 
to their wiodoivs ? 

t Matth. vii. 6, Give not that which is holy unto the dogs,nei— 
thei^'i^Uft ye yonr pearls before fwme, l»ft they trample them un- 
der their feet, and turn agaiu'and rent you. % Pet. ii. ai, But it 
is happened to- them according to the true proverb. The dog is 
turned to. his own vomit again : and the fow that was waihed, to 
her wallowing in the mire. 

flf Pfalm xxiL 16, For dogs have compared me, the aflembly of 
the wicked have incited me : they pierced my hands and my 
feet. PhiL iii. 2, Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware 
of tht conciiion. 

V Pfalm xviiL 33, God maketh^my feet like hinds feet, and fet- 
teth me upon my high places. Prov. v. 19, Let her (the wife of 
my youth) be as the loving hind; and pleafant roe ; let her brealb; 
fatisfy thee at all times, and be thou raviihed always with her love.. 

w Ifa. xL 31— They flxall mount up vnth wings as eagles. 

» Pfalm xxiL 6, But 1 am a worm, and no man. lia. xli. 14, 
Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Ifrael, &c 

J. Pfalm Iviii. 4, Their poifon is like the poifon of a ferpent ;. 
j^Bj are like the deaf adder, that ftoppeth her. can. 
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A taicl 7 afi, a a fpeetly roc ; It 
A lion bold, c a tim'rous doe. d 

A flotliful owl, e a bufy ant ;/ 
A dove to moum,^ a lark to chant : /j 
And with lels equals to compare. 
An ugly toad, i an angel fair. J^ 

SECT. X. TLe myjlery of the Samts* old and new man 
further difcribed ; and the means cf their fplrhual life. 

Temptations breed me much annoy, a 
Yet divers fuch I count all joy. b 

« John xrl 15, So when they had dined, Jcfus faith to Simon 
Peter, Simon fon of Jonas, loveft thou rac more than thcfe ? He 
faith unto him, Yea, Lord : thou knoweft that I^love thee. He 
faith unto him. Feed my lambs. 

a Job xi. II, Vain man would be wife, though man be born like 
a wild ais's colt. 

6 Prov. vi. 5, Deliver thyfelf, (my fon) as a roc from the hand- 
of the hunter. 

e Prov. xxviii. i, The righteous are bold as a lion. 

d Ifa. ii. 19, And they fhall go into the holes of the rocks, and 
into the caves of the earth, for fear of the JLord, and for the glo- 
ry of his Majefty, when he arifcth to fhakc terribly the earth. 

e Pfalm cii. 6, 1 am like an owl of the defert. 

/ Prov. vi. 6, Go to the ant, thou /luggard, coniider her way» 
and be wife, &c. 

g Ifa. xzxviii. 14, Like a crane or a fwalIow,fo did I chattH; T 
did mourn as a dove, mine eyes fail with looking upward ; O 
Lord, I am cpprelTed, undertake for mc. Ezek. vii. 16, But they 
that efcape of them (Ifracl,) fhall cfcape, and fhall be on the 
mountains like doves of the valleys, all of them mourning, every 
one for his iniquity. 

I Song iL la, Ttie time of the iinging of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 

I Rom. iii. 13 — ^The poifon of afps is under their lips. Job xh- 
4, Behold, I am vile, what iliall I anfwer thee ! I will lay mme 
hand upon my mouth. 

i Adls vi. 15, And all that fat in the council, looking fledfaftly 
on him (Stephen,) faw his face as if it had been the face of an an- 
gel, a Cor. iii. 18, But we all with open face, beholding as in a ' 
glafs the glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame ima^, 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

a Heb. xii. 11, Now no challening for the prefent feemeth to 
be J9J0US, but grievous, &c. x Pet. i. 6, Wherein ye greatly tf*- 
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On earth I fee confuficns reel, c 

Yet wifdom ordering all things well. J, 

I fleep, yet have a waking ear ; e 
Vm blind and deaf yet fee and hear,/ 
Dumb, yet, cry, Abba, Father plain, ^ 
Born only once, yet born again, h 

My heart's a mirror dim and bright, i 
A compound Ilrange of day and night, k 

joice, though now for a fcafon, (if need be) ye are in heavineft 
tiirough Diauifold temptations. 

6 James i. 2, My brethren, count it all joy when yc fall inta 
divers temptations. 

c Pfalm Ixxzii. j, They know not, neither will they underftand ; 
they walk on in darknefs : all the foundations of the earth are 
out of courfe. 

d Pfalm xxix. 10, The Lord fitteth upon the flood : yea, the 
Lord fitteth King for ever. And Ixxxix. 9, Thou ruleft the rag- 
ing of the fea ; when the waves thereof arife, thou Ailfeft them. 
Rom. viii. 28, And we know that all things work together for 
good, to them that love God, to them who are the called accord- . 
ing to his purpofc. 

e Song v. 2, I ileep, but my heart waketh ; it is the voice of 
my Beloved that knocketh, faying, Open to me my fi(ler,mylove» 
my dove, my undcfiled : for my head is filled with dew, and my 
locks with the drops of night. 

yifa. zliu 18, 19, Hear, ye deaf, and look ye blind, that ye may 
fee.' Who is blind, but my fervant ? or deaf, as my mcfl'enger that 
I fent f .itoifto is blind, as he that is perfe(5):, and blind ad the Lord's 
fervant ? And xxxv. 5, Then the eyes of the blind fliall be open- 
ed, and the ears of the deaf fliall be unftopped. 

g Ifa. xxxv. 6, Then fliall — the tongue of the dumb fiug ; for 
in the wildemefs fliall waters break out, and dreams in the dcfert. 
Rom. viii. 15, For ye have not received the fpirit of bondage 
again to fear ; but ye have received the fpirit of adoption, where- 
by we cry, A.bba, Father. 

h Tohn iii. 3 — 6, Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, (Nicode- 
mus,) Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot fee the kingdom of God. NIcodemus faith unto nim. 
How can a man be born when he is old ? can he enter the fecond 
time into his mother's womb and be bom ? Jefus anfwered. Ver- 
ily, verily, I fay unto thee. Except a man be bom of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, That which 
is born of the flcfli, is flefli ; and that which is born of the Spir- 
itj 13 fpirit. 

i LttD. V. z;, For this our heart is faint, for thefe things our 
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Of dung and diamonds, drofs and gold ; / 
Of fummer heat, and winter cold, m 

Down like a ftone I fink and dive, n 
Yet daily upward foar and thrive, o 
To heav'n I fly, to earth I tend,^ 
Still better grow, yet never mend, q 

eyes arc dim. Ifx zzxii. 3, And the eyes of them that fee (hall 
not be dim, occ. 

Jk Zcch. xiy. 7, But it (hall be one day which {hall be known to 
the JLord, not dav, nor night ; but it ihall come to pafs, that at- 
evening time it mall be light. 

/■ MaL ii. 3, Behold, I will corrupt your feed, and fpread dung 
upon your faces, even the dung of your folemn feafts, and one 
fliall Ulce you away with it. PhiL iii. 8, Yea, doubtlefs and I 
count all things but lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Chrift Jefus my Lord ; for whom I have fuSercd the lofs of all 
things, and do count them but dung that I may win ChrilL Jia. 
Ixii. 3, Thou (halt alfo be a crown of glory in the hand of the 
Lord^ and a royal diadem in the hand (Sthy God. Ifa. i. a5, And 
I win turn my hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy drofs, 
and take away all thy tin. Job xxiii. 10, God knoweth the way 
that I take ; when he hatli tried me, I fhall come forth as gold. 

m Pfalm zxxix. 3, My heart was hot within me, while I was 
muling the fire burned. I^uke zxiv. 52, And they faid one to 
another^ Did not our hearts burn within us, while he talked with 
us by the way, and while he opened to us the fcriptures ? Math, 
xxiv. 12, And becaufe iniquity fliall abound, the love of many fhall 
wax cold. Rev. ii. 4, Ncverthelefs, I have fomewhat againu thee, 
becaufe thou haft left thy firft love. 

n Pfalm xliL 6, 7, O my God, my foul is caft down within me; 
therefore will 1 remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of 
the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. Deep calleth unto deep, at 
the noife of thy water fpouts ; all thy waves and thy billows are 
gpnc over me. 

Pfalm xlii. 8, 9, Yet the Lord will command his loving kiod- 
nefs in the day time, and in the night his fong (hall be with me, 
and my prayer unto the God of my life. I will fay unto God mj 
rock. Why haft thou forgotten mc ? Why go I mourning becaufe 
of the oppreifion of the enemy ? v, 11, Why art thou caft down« 
O my foul? and* why art thou difquieted within me ? hope thoa 
in God, for I will yet praife him, who is the health of my coun- 
tenance, and my God. 

fi CoL iiL I, a. If ye then be rifcn with Chrift,feek thofe tBings 
which are above, where Chrift fttteth on the right hand of God. 
Set your afte(5tions on things above, not on things on the earth. 
Pfalm xliv. 25, Our foul is bowed down to the duft j our belly 
cJcaveth to the earth. 
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My heaven and glory's fare to me. 
Though therefore feldom lure I be : r 
Yet what makes me the furer is, 
God i» my glory,/ I am his, s 

My life's expofed to open view, t 
Yet clofely hid and known to few. u 
Some know my place, and whence I came. 
Yet neither whence, nor where 1 am. v 

q Hof. xiv. 5, I will be as the dew unto Ifrael, he fhall grow iA 
the lily, and caft forth his roots as Lebanon, v. 7, They that dwell 
under his fliadow fhall return, they ihall revive as the com, and 
grow as the vine; the fccnt thcrtof fhall be as the wine of Leba- 
non. Phil, ill I a, 13, 14, Not as though I had already attained, 
either were alrcac^ perfedl : but I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which alfo 1 am apprehended of Chrift Jefus. 
Brethren, I count not myfelf to have apprehended ; but this one 
thing I do, forgetting thofe things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto thofe things which are before, I prefs towards the mark, 
§OT the prize of the high calling of God in Chrift Jefus. Rom. vii. 
23, 24, But I fee another law in my members, warring againft the 
law of my mind and bringing mc into captivity to the law of fin, 
which is in my members. O wretched man that I am, who fhall 
deliver me from the body of this death ? 

. r John xiv. a, 3, In my Father's houfe are many manilons ; if it 
were not fo, I would have told you : I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myfelf, that, where I am, there ye may be 
alfo. a Pitt. i. 10, Wherefore, the rather brethren, give all diligence 
to make your calling and elei^on fure. Heb. iv. i, Let us there- 
fore fcur, left a promife being left us of entering into his reft, any 
•f you Should feem to come fliort of it. 1 

/ Pfalm iii. 3, But thou, O Lord, art a fhield for me ; my glory, 
and the lifter up of mine head. Ifa. Iz. 19, The fun £hau be no 
more thy light by day, neither for brightnefs (hall the moon give 
light unto thee, but the Lord ihall be unto thee an everlafting 
light, and thy God thy ^ory. 

X Ua. xlvL 13, 1 will place falvation in Zion for Ifrael my glory. 
% Cor. viii. 23, Whether do any inquire of Titus, he is my partner 
and fellow-helper concerning you ; or our brethren be inquired of, 
they are the meiTengers of the churches, and the glory of Chrift; 
"* / Pfalm xUv. 13, Thou makcft us a reproach to our nci^libours, 
a fconi and a derifion to them that are round about us. 

11 Col. iiu 3, Your life is hid with Chrift in (3od. 
^. • John iii. 9, 10, Nicodemus anfwcred and laid unto him, How 
can thcfc things be } Jefus anfwercd and laid unto lam, Art tliou 
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I live in earth, which is not odd ; 
But lo, I alfo live in God^ w 
A Spirit without fleih and bloody 
Yet with them both to yield me food. at. 

I leave what others live upon» 
Yet live I not on bread alone ; 
But food adapted to my mind. 
Bare words, yet not no empty wind.^ 

I'm no anthropophagite rude. 

Though fed with human flefli and blood ; 

But live iuperlatively fine. 

My food's all fpirit, all divine. « 

I feaft on fulnefs night and day, a 
Yet pinch'd for want I pine away, & 

a mafter of Ifrael, and knoweft not thcfc things ? Prov. xiv. lo. 
The heart knoweth his own bitternefs ; and a flranger doth not 
intermeddle with his joy. i John iv. i6, And. we have known and 
believed the love that God hath to us. God is love ; und he that 
dwcUeth in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

w.Gal. ii. ao, I am crucified with Chrift: Neverthelcfs I live^ 
yet not I, but Chrid liveth in me : and the life which 1 now live 
in the flefh, L live by the faith of the Son of God^ who loved xne^ 
and gave himfelf for me. 

9Q John iv. 24, God is a Spirit, and they that worihip him, muft 
worship him in Spirit.and in truth. And vi. 5$^ 54, ^^^ Then faid 
Jefus unto them, (the Jews,) Verily vcriljr, I fay unto you. Except 
ye eat the ^efli of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have ncy 
life in you. Whofo eateth my flefli, and drinketh my blood hath 
eternal life, and I will raife hmi up at the lail day. For my flcih 
is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 

y Matt. iv. 4, But Jefus anfwered and faid (unto the tempter,) 
It is written, Man fhall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. Jer. xv. 10, Thy words 
were found, and I did eat them ; and thy word was unto me the 
joy and rejoicing of mine heart, for I am called by thy name, O 
Lord God of ho& 

z John vi. 57« 58, As the living Father hath fent me, and I live 
by the Father : fo he that eateth me, even he fhall live by me. 
This is that bread which came down from heaven ; not as your fa- 
thers did eat manna, and are dead ; he that eateth of this bread 
fhall live for ever. v. 6^^ It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the Aefh 
profiteth nothing ; the words that I fpeak unto you, they are fpirit 
and they are life.. 
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My leannefs, leannefs, ah ! Icrjic 
Yet fat and full of fap am I. J 

As all amphibious creatures do> 
I live in land and water too : e 
To good and evil equal bent,/ 
I'm both a devil, ^ and a faint, h 

While fome men who on earth are gods i 
Are with the God of heaven at odds, k 

a Ifa. XXV. 6, And in this mountain ftiall the Lord of hofts make 
imto all people a fcaft of fat things, a fcaft of wine on the lees, of 
fat things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well refined Pfalm 
i. 2y But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in his law dotli 
^c meditate day and night. 

6 Ifa. xli. 17, When the poor and needy feek water, and there is 
none, and their tongue faileth for thirft, I fhe Lord will hear them, 
J the God of Ifrael will not forfake them. Pfalm xl. 17, But I am 
poor and needy, yet the Lord thinkcth upon me ; thou art my help 
*nd my deliverer, make no tarrying, O my God. 

c Ifa. xxiv. 16, From the uttermoft parts of the earth have we 
heard fongs, even glory to the righteous : but I faid. My leannefs, my 
leannefs, wo unto me : the trearherous dealers have dealt treacher* 
oufly ; yea, the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacheroufly. 

d Pfalm xcii. 13, 14, Thofe that be planted in the houfe of the 
Lord, {hall flourifli in the courts of our God. They fliall ftill 
bring forth fruit in old age ; they fhall be fat and flourifhing. 
And civ. 16, The trees of the Lord are full of fap ; the cedars of 
Lebanon which he hath planted. 

£ Pfalm cxvi, 9, I will walk before the Lord in the land of the 
living. And Ixix. i. 2, Save me, O God, for the waters are come 
in unto my fouL I link in deep mire, where there is no landing ; 
I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me. And 
Ixxxviii. 17, Thy terrors come round about me daily like water, 
they compafl*ed me about together. 

y Rom. viL a I, I find then a law, that when I would do good 
evil is prefcnt with me. 

g John vi. 70, Jefus anfwered them, have not I chofen you 
twelve, and one of you is a devil ? And viii. 44, Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lufts of your Father ye will do. James 
iiL 15, Tliis wiidom dcfcendeth not from above, but is earthly, 
fenfual, devilifli. 

6 I Cor. vi. II, And fuch were fome of you ; but ye arc wa(hed, 
but ye are fan<aificd, but ye are juftifled in the name of the Loxd 
Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

I Pfalm Ixxxii. 6, 1 have faid, Ye are gods ; and all of you ut 
children of the Mod High. 
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My heart where helJifh legions are/ 
Js with the liofts of hell at war. m 

My will fulfils what's hard to tell, 
The counfel both of Heav'n n and hell, o 
Heav'n, without Cm^ will'd fm to be \p 
Yet will to fin, is fin in me. q 



h Pfalm Ixxxii. i, a, God ftandeth io the congregation of tVic 




. they 

nef» ; all the foundations of the earth are out of courfe. 

/ Matth. XV. 19, For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, 
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falfe witnefs.blafphemics. 
Luke viii. 30, And Jcfus alkcd him, faying, What is thv name ? 
and he faid, Legion ; bccaufe many devils were entered into him. 

m Eph. vi. 12, For wc wreftle not againft flcfli and blcxxJ, but 
againft principalities, againfl powers, againft the rulers of tiie 
darknefs of this \vorld, againft fpiritual wickednefs in high places. 

n Rev. xvii. 17, For God liath put into their hearts to fulfil his 
will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the bead, until 
the words of God fliall be fulfilled. 

o Eph. ii. 3, Among whom alfo we all had our converfation in 
times pafl:, in the luHs of our flcfh,and of the mind ; and were by 
nature the children of wrath even .is others. 

p James i. 13, Let no man fay, when he is tempted, I am tempt- 
ed of God ; for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither lempteth 
he any man. Adts i. 15, i6. And in thofe days Peter flood up in 
the midil of the difciples, and faid. Men and brethren, this fcrip- 
ture miift ijecds have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghofl, by the 
mouth of David, fpake before concerning Judas, which was guide 
to them that took Jefus. And ii. 23, Jeius of Nazareth being de- 
livered by the determinate counfel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked liands have crucified and (lain. And 
iv. a7, a8, For of a truth, againd thy holy child Jefus whom th{)tt 
haft anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, 
and the people of Ifracl, were gathered together, for to do what- 
foever thy hand and tliy counfel determined before to be done. 

q Hof. V. II, Ephraim is opprelTed, and broken in judgment, 
Isecaufe he willingly walked after the commandment, a Cor. viii. 
XI, I a, Now therefore perform the doing of it ; that as there was 
a readinefs to will, fo there mav be a performance alfo out of that 
which you have : For if there ()e firft a willing mind, it is accepN 
cd according to that a man hath, and not according to that he 
hath not. 
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To duty feldom I adhere, r 
Yet to the end I perievere./ 
I die and rot beneath the clod, x 
Yet live and reign as long as God. t 

SECT. XI. Tht m;^ery of Chrift, his names, naturei, and 

offices. 

My Lord appears 5 awake, my foul. 
Admire his name, the Wonderful, a 
An infinite and finite mind, b 
Eternity and time conjoin'd. £ 

« The everlafting Father' ftyl'd, 
'Yet lately born, the virgin's child, d 

. r Pfalm cxix. 176, I have gone aftray like a loft {}icep,feek thy 
iervant ; for I do not forget thy commandments. 

/Heb. X. 39, But we arc not of them who draw back imto per- 
dition : but of them that believe, to the faving of the foul. 

s Pfahn xc. 3, Thou tumeft man to deftru«^on, and fayefl, Re- 
Uim, ye children of men. 

/ John V. a4. Verily, verily, I fay unto ycu, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that fent me, hath everlafting life, 
and (hall not come into condemnation : but is paiTed from death 
unto life. Rev. iii. ai. To him that overcometh will I grant to 
iit with me on my throne, even as I alfo overcame, and am fet 
down with my Father on his throne. And xxii. 5, And there (hall 
be no night there, and they need uo candle, neither light of the 
fun; for the Liord givcth them light ; and they iliall reign forev- 
er and ever. 

a Ifa. ix. 6, For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon i» given, 
and the government ihall be upon his fhouldcrs ; and his name 
iliaU be called Wonderful. 

i Pfalm cxlvii. 5, Great is our Lord, and of great power ; his 
imderftanding is infinite. Luke ii. 5 a, And Jefus iucrcafcd in wif- 
d^m and ftature, and in favour with God and man. 
' c Gal. iv. 4, But when the fulnefs of the time was come, God 
lent forth hia Son, made of a woman, made under the law. 

tl Ifa. iz. 6, For unto us a child is born — : and his name iliall be 
called-— The CTcrlafting Father. Matth. i. ^3, Behold, a virgin 
Ihall be with Aild, and ihall bring forth a Son, and they fliaJl 
call his name Emmanuel, which being iaterpi-eted, is, God with us. 
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Nor fatlier he, nor mother had. 
Yet full with both relations clad, e 

\ i His titles differ and accord, 

As David's fon, and David's Lord./ 
Tlirough earth and hell he conquering rode. 
The dying man, the rifing God !^ 

My nature is corruption doom'd : h 
Yet when my nature he afTum'd, 

f Hcb. Vii. 3, For this Mclchifedcc— without father, without 
mother, without dcfcent, having neither beginning of days, nor 
end of life ; but made like unto the Son of God, abideth a prieft 
continually. Luke ii. 48, 49, And when they faw him, they were 
amazed ; and his mother faidunto him. Son, why haft thou fo dealt 
^th US ? behold,. thy Father and I have fought thee forrowing. 
And he faid unto them. How is it that ye fought me ? wift yc not 
that I muft be about my Fath/cr's bufmefs ? 

/Matth. xxii. 41 — 45, While the Pharifecs were gathered to- 
gether, Jefus aikcd him, faying, What think ye of Chrift } whole 
fon is he ? They faid unto him. The fon of David. He iaith unto 
them, How then doth David in fpirit call him Lord, fa^ng. The 
Lord faith unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 
thine enemies my footftoool ? If David then call him Lord, how 
is he his fon, &c. 

g Matth. xxL 5, Tell ye the daughters of Zion, Behold, thy 
King cometh unto tliee, meek, and fitting upon an afs, and a colt 
the foal of an afs. v. 8, 9, And a very great multitude fprcad their 
garments in the way ; others cut down branches from the trees, 
and ftrewed them in the way. And the multitude that went be- 
fore and that followed, cried, faying, Hofannah to the fon of Da* 
vid : bleffed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord, Hofanna 
in the higheft. v. 12, And Jefus went into the temple of God, 
and caft out all them that fold and bought in the temple, and 
overthrew the tables of the money changers, and the feats of them 
that fold doves. Col. ii. 15, And having fpoiled principalities and 
powers, he made a ihow of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it (his crofs.) Rom. iv. 25, Jefus our Lord was delivered for 
our offences, and was raifed again for our juftification. Fph. iv. 
8, Wherefore he (David) faith. When he afcended up on high, he 
led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. Rom. i. 4, Jefus 
Chrift our Lord, was declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the fpirit of holinefs by the refurredtion from the 
dead. ^ 

h Eph. iv. aa. Put off, concerning the former converfatioo, the 
old man which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lufts. 
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He nor on him (to drink the brook) i 
My perfon nor corruption took, i 

Yet he aflam'd my fin and guilt, / 
For which the noble blood was fplit. 
Great was the guilt overflowing floods 
The creature's and Creator's blood ; m 

The Chief of chiefs amazing came^ n 
To bear the glory and the ihame ; o 

i Pfalm ex. 7, He (hall drink of the brook in the way ; there-- 
fore fhall he lift up the head. 

4 Rom. viiL 3, God fent his own Son, in the likenefs of finfoT 
fleih, and for fin condemned fin in the firih. John i. 14, And the 
Word was made fleih, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father) full of grace 
and truth. Luke i. 35, And the angel anfwered and faid unto 
Mary, the Holy Ghofl fhall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Higheft fhall overfhadow thee : therefore alfo that holy thing 
which fhall be born of thee, fliall be called the Son of God. Heb* 
ii. x6, For verily, he took not on him the nature of angels ; but 
he took on him the feed of Abraham. And vii. 26, 27, For fuch. 
an High Priefl became us, who is holy, harmlefs^ undefiled, fepa- 
rate from finners, and made higher than the heaven» ; who need- 
eth not daily, as thofe high priefls, to offer up facrifice, firfl for 
his own fins, and then for the people's ; for this he did once, when 
he offered up himfelf. 

/ Ifa. liii. 5, 6, All we like fheep have gone aftray ; we have* 
turned every one to his own way, and the Ix>rd hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. % Cor. v. 21, God hath made Chrifl to be 
fin for us, who knew no fin; that we might be made the right* 
eoufnefs of God in him. Matth. zx. 28, The fon of man came to 
give his life a ranfom for many. 

m Rom. iii.- 25, Whom God hath fct forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufhcfs for the re* 
miffion of fins that are pafi, through the forbearance of God. A<^ 
xz. 28, Feed the church of God, which he hath purchafed with 
his own blood, i Pet. i. 18, 19, For as much as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as filver and gold, 
from your vain converfation reoeived by tradition from your fa- 
thers ; but with the precious blood of ChriA, as of a Lamb with* 
out blemifh and without fpot. i John iii. 16, Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, becaufe he laid down his life for us. 

n Rev. i. 4, 5, Grace be unto you, and peace from— Jcfus Chrifl, 
who is the faithful witnefs, and the firft begotten of the dead, and 
the prince of the kings of the earth. t 

• Zech* vL 12, 13, Behold, tlie man whofe name is the 
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AnoiDted Chief with oil of joy,^ 

Crown'd Chief with thorns of iliarp annoy, j 

IjO, in his white and ruddy face 

Rofes and lilies Ikrive fur place ; r 

The morning ftar, the rifmg fun 

With equal fpeed and Iplendor run-^ 

How glorious is the cliurch's bead. 

The fon of God, the woman's feed i t 

How fearchlefs is his noble clan, t 

The firft, the laft, the fecond man [ n 

BRANCH— he fliall build the lemplc of the Lord, and 
bcET (he glory. Heb. lii. 3, Jcfm, for the joy that was ft 
him, endured the crofi, defp'iling [he Hiamc, Sir. 

p Pfalm il-». 7, Thou loveft riglittouftiefi. and haicfl 
ncfa, therefore God, thy God, lijtii anointed thee with li 
gUdnefi aboTe thy fi'llowt. 

J Matth. irrii. aj, AaA when they had platted a n 
thorns, they put it upon hii head, iiid a reed in hii Hgh 
and they bowed the biee hcfcire litni, aad mocked him, 
Hail, King of the Jen-«. 

r Song iL i, I am tlic mfe of Sharon, anil (he liUy of 
leyi. And v. lO, My belaftd is white md ruddy, the 
iiiuong tea thouiaud. 

/Rev. iiii. 16, I (Jefui) am the root and the ofTsprinj 
vid, and tlie bright and morniag fiar. Mai. iv. j, But \. 
that ftur my name, Oiall the Sun of righieoufuefa arift w 
JDg in his win£B j and ye Ihsll go forth, and grow up, as > 
Ihe ftall. 

1 CoL i. 18, And Chrift i< the head of tjie body, the 
who ii the beginning, the Hrft born from the dead j th 
things he might have the prE-emiuence. John iii. 16, Go 
ed the word, that he gave his only begotten Son, that wl 
believeth in him, <hould nut periOi, but have everlafi 
Gen. iii. JJ, And 1 (the Lord God) will put eluuiiy betw 
and the woman, and between thy feed aud her feed ; 
bruife thy head, and thou llialt bruife his heiL . 

( lla. liii. 8, He was taken from prifon and (Wim judgmi 
wbo Hiall declare hii generation f Prov. xtl. 4, Who hall 
ed up into heaven, or ilefcended ? who bath gathered the 
his fifti f Who hath bound the waters in a pirmcot ? \* 
cftablilheU all the ends of the ^arih \ what is his name, a 
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With equal brightnefs in his face, 
Shines divine juftice, divine grace ;t> 
The jarring glories kindly meet, . 
Stern vengeance and compaffion fweet. w 

God is a Spirit, feems it odd 
To fing aloud the blood of God. x 
Yea, hence my peace and joy refult. 
And here my lading hope is built, y 

Love through his blood a vent has fought,. 
Yet divine love was never bought : 
Mercy could never purchased be. 
Yet ev'ry mercy purchased he. % 

V a Cor. 17. 6, For God who commanded the light to fliine out 
of darkncfs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus Chrift. Rom. 
iii. 14, 25, 26, Being juftified freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Jcfus Chrift : whom God hath fet forth to be 
a propitiation, through faith in his blood, to decltre his righteouf- 
nefs for the rcmiflTion of fins that are paft, through tlie forbearance 
of God ; to declare I fay at this time his rightcoufnefs ; that he 
might be juft, and the jullifier of him which belicveth in Jefus. 
Ep!i. i. 6, 7, To the praife of the glory of his grace, wherein he 
hath made us accepted in the beloved : in whom we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgivenefs of fins according to 
the riches of his grace. 

TO Rom. v. 20, 21, But where fin abounded, grace did much 
more abound : that as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might 
grace reign throuh right eoufnefo unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. Pfalm Ixxxv. lo, Mercy and truth arc met together, 
rightcoufnefs and peace have kiflcd each other. 

X John iv. 24, God is a Spirit, and they that worfhip him,mtift' 
worfhip him in fpirit and in truth. A<fls xx. 28, Feed the church. 
of God, which he hath purchafcd *wlth his own blood. 

y Rom. v. I, Therefore, being juftified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. v. 10, For if when we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son : 
much more, being reconciled, we fliall be faved by his life. 1 Pet. 
iii. 15, Be ready always to give an anfwer to every man that afk- 
eth you a reafon of the hope that is in you, with meeknefs and 
fear. v. 18, For Chrift hath alfo once fuffcred for fins, the juft for 
the unjuft, (that he might bring us to God,) being put to death ill' 
the flefli, but quickened by the Spirit. 

z Rofh. V. 9, Much more then beinj now Juftified by his blood, 
we ihali be faved from wrath througn him. v. ai, Sec letter w.. 
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I lis triple ftation broke my peace^ 
The Alur, Priell, and facrifice ; a 
His triple ofHce ev'ry tiling, 
My Pried my Prophet is, and King, b 

This King, who only man became. 
Is both the Lion and the Lamb : c 
A King of kings and kingdoms broad ; d 
A fervant both to man and God. e 

John iil. 16, God fo loved the world, that he gave lils only begot- 
ten Son, that whofocver belicveth in him, fliouid not perifli, but 
have everlafting life. Rom. ii. 15, Ck>d faith to Mofcs, I will have 
mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compaflion on 
whom I will have compaflion. Eph. i. 3, Blefled be tht God and 
Father of our Lord Jcfus Chrift, who hath blefled us with all fpir- 
itual blcflings in heavenly places in Chrift. 

a Hcb. xiii. 10, We have an altar whereof they have no right 
to cat, which ferve the tabernacle. And ii. 17, Wherefore in all 
'^'things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren ; that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high prieft, in things pertaining 
to God, to make reconciliation for the fins of the people. And 
ix. a6. But now, once in the end of the world, hath Chrift appear- 
ed to put away fin by the facrifice of himfelf. 

b A(5l8 vii. 37, This is that Mofes which faid unto the children 
of Ifrael, A prophet iliall the Lord your God raife up unto you 
of your brethren, like unto me ; him fliall ye hear. Ifa. xxxiiL 
^%, The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is 
our King, he will fave us. 

c X Tim. iii. 16, And without controvcrfy, great is the myftery 
of Godlinefs : God was manifeft In the flcdi, &c. Rev. v. 5, 6, 
And one of the elders faith unto me Qohu,) Weep not : behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, hath prevailed 
to open the book, and to loofe the fevcn feals thereof. And I be- 
held, and lo, in the midft of the throne, and of the four bcafls, 
and in the midd of the elders ftood a Lamb as it had been flain, 
having feven horns, and feven eyes, which are the fevcn Spirits 
of God fcnt forth into all the earth, v. la, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain, to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and 
Hrength, and honour, and glory, and blelBng. 

d Rev. xix. 1 6, And he (the Word of God) hath on his vefture 
and on his thigh a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD 
OF LORDS. Ifa. xxxvii. 15, 1 6, And Hezekiah prayed unto the 
Lord, faying, O Lord of hofts, God of Ifrael, that dwclleft between 
the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the king- 
doms of th« earth, thou haft made heaven and earth. R^. xi. i^» 

I- 
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This Prophet kind himfelf has fet 
To be my book and alphabet. 
And ev'ry needful letter plain, 
Alpha, Omega, and Ameu,f 

SECT. XII. The mypry of the Bellever'*sfxedjlate fur^ 
ther enlarged ; and his getting forth out of evil. 

Behold, I'm all defil'd with fin, a 
Yet lo, all glorious am within, h 
In Egypt and in Goflien dwell ; c 
Still movelefs, and in motion dill, d 

And the fc vcnth angel founded, and there were great voices in 
heaven, faying, The Idngdoms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Chrifl, and he fliall reign for ever 
and ever. 

e Matth. IV. a8, The Son of man came not to be miniftered un- 
to, but to mlnifter, and to give his life a ranfom for many. Phil. 
ii. 7, Chrift Jcfus made himfelf of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a fervant, and was made in the Hkcnefs of men. 
Ifa. xlii. I, Behold my fervant whom I uphold, mine clccSt, in 
whom my foul delighteth. And liii. n, By his knowledge fliall 
my fervant ju^lfy many. 

/Rev. i 8, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end- 
ing, faith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, 
the Almighty, v ii, I am Alpha and Omega, the firfk and the 
laft ; and. What thou (John) feeft, write in a book, and feud it 
unto the feven churches which are in Alia. And xxi. 6, 1 am Al- 
pha and Omega, the beginning and the end : I will give unto him 
that is athirft of the fountain of the water of life freely. And 
xiii. 13, I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the 
firft and the laft. And iii. 14, And unto the angel of the church ' 
of the Laodiccans, write, Thefc things faith the Amen, the faith- 
ful and true witnefs, the beginning of the creation of God, &c. 

a Ifa. Iziv. 6, But wc are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
rigliteoufncifes are as filthy rags. 

i Pfalm xlv. 13, The King's daughter is all gloious within ; her 
clothing is of wrought gold. 

e Pfalm cxx. 5, 6, Wo is me that I fojourn in Mefech, that I 
dwell in the tents of Kedar. My foul hath long dwelt with him 
that hateth peace. And xvi. 5, 6, The Lord is the portion of mine 
inheritance, and of my cup ; thou maintaineft my lot. The lines 
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Unto tlie name that moft I dread, 
I flee with joyful wings and fpeed. e 
My daily hope does mofl depend 
On him 1 daily moft offend./ 

All things againft me are combined. 
Yet working for my good, I find, g 
I'm rich in midft of poverties, h 
And happy in my miferies. i 

Oft my Comforter fends me grief, 
My Helper fends me no relief i 



Part IIL 



arc fallen to me in plcafant places : yea, I have a goodly heritage, 

d I Cor. XV. 58, Therefore, my beloved ]>rethren, be yc ftcdfafl, 
unmoveable, always abounding in tlic work of the Lord, foral- 
much as you know that your labour is not in vain in the l.ord. 

e Pfalm cxiiii. a, O Lord, enter not into judgment with thy fcr- 
vant: for in thy light fliall no man living be juftified. •». 9, De- 
liver me, O Lord, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide mc. 

/Pfalm XXV. II, for thy name's fake, O Lord, pardon mine ir- 
iquity ; for it is great. Jcr. xiv. 7, O Lord, though our iniquities 
tcftify againfl us, do thou it for thy name's fake; for our back- 
Hidings arc many, we have finned againft thee. 

g Gen. xlii. 36, And Jacob their father faid unto them, Me have 
ye bereaved of my children : Jofepli is not, and Simeon is not, and 
yc will take Benjamin away : all thefe things are againft me. 
Rom. viii. a8. And we know that all things work together for 
good to them tliat love God, to ihcm who are the called accord- 
ing to his purpofe. 

b Rev. ii. 8, 9, And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna, 
write, Thcfc things faith the firft and the laft, which was dead, and 
is ailvc ; I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but 
thou art rich ) 

1 Rem. V. 3, 4, 5, And not only fo, but we glory in tribulations 
alfo, knowing, that tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, 
experience ; and experience, hope ; and hope maketh not afhamr 
cd, becaufe the love of God is flied abroad in our hearts, by the 
Holy Glioft which is given unto us. % Cor. xii. 10, Therefore I 
(Paul) take pleafare in infirmities, in reproaches, in necelllties, in 
perfccutions, in diflxefrcs for Chrift's fake ; for when I am weak, 
then am I ftrong. 

i Lam. i. 1 6, For thefe things I weep, mine eye, mine eye run- 
neth down witfi water, becaufe the comforter, that fhould relieve 
my foul, is far from mc Ifa. xlv. 15, Verily thou art a God that; 
bidcft thyfclf, O God of Ifrael the Saviour. 
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Yet herem my advantage lies, 
The help and comfort he denies, / 

As feamfters into pieces cut 
The cloth they into form would pot, 
He cuts me down to make me up, 
And empties me to fill my cup. m 

I never can myfelf enjoy. 
Till he my waful felf deftroy ; 
And moft of all myfelf I am, 
When moft I do myfelf difclaim. n 

1 glory in infirmities, o 

Yet daily am afliam'd of thefe ;p 

/ Ifa. XXX. i8, And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be 
gracious unto* you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may 
have mercy upon you ; for the Lord is a God of judgment ; bleit 
ed are all they that wait for him. 

m Hof. V. 15,1 will go and return to my place, till they acknow- 
ledge their offtjncc, and, feek my face ; in their afflidHon they will * 
feek me early. And vi. i, a, Come and let us return unto the Lord ; 
for he hath torn, and he will heal us : he hath fmitten, and he will 
bind us up. After two days he will revive us, in the third day he 
will raife us up, and we maK live in his iight. Pfalm cvii. 9, Ood^ 
fatlsfieth the longing foul, and fiUeth the hungry foul with good- 
nefs. Luke i. S3* And Mary faid. He hath filled the hungry with 
good things, and the rich he hath feut empty away. 

fi Luke ix. 23, 24, And Jefus faid to them, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily and 
follow me. For whofoever will fave his life, fhall lofe it : but 
whofoevcr will lofe his life for my fake, the fame ftiall fave it. 
Romans viii. 13, If ye live after the fleili, ye (hall die ; but if yc 
through the fpirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye (hall live« 
% Cor. xii. 10, See letter u 

o 2 Cor. xii. 9, Mod gladly therefore wilH~rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Chrift may reft upon me.' 

f Pfalm Ixxiii. 15, 16, If I fay, I will fpeak thus ; behold, I 
ihould offend againft the generation of thy children. When I 
thought to know this, it was too painful for me. And Ixxvii, S, 
9, xo. Is hie mercy clean gone for ever ? doth his promife fail for 
evermore ; hath God forgotten to be gracious ; hath he in anger 
fhut up his tender mercits ? 6efah. And I faid, This is my infir- 
m'lty ; but I will remerabcr the years of the riglu Juuid of the 
MoU Higli. 
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Yea, all my pride gives up the ghoft. 
When once I but begin to boaft. g 

My chemillry is mod exa<5l. 
Heaven out of hell I do extraft : r 
This art to me a tribute brings 
Of ufefiil out of hurtfid things./ 

I learn to draw well out of woe. 
And thus to difappoint the foe ; x 
The thorns tliat in my flefh abide^ 
Do prick the tympany of pride, t 

By wounding foils the field I win. 
And fin itfelf deftroys my fin ; k. 

f Ifa. xlv. 14, 25, Surely, fliall one fay, in the Lord have I righ- 
teoufhefs and ftrength : even to him fhsdJ men come, and ali thae. 
are incenfed againfl liim, fliall be aihamed. In the Lord ihall all 
the feed of Ifrael be juftificd, and ihall glory. Pfalm xUv. 6, 1 will 
not truft in my bow, neither iliaU my fword fave me. v. 8, In 
God we boaft all the day long ; and praife thy name for ever» 
Selah. 

r Jonah ii. i, », Then Jonah prayed unto the Lord his God out 
of the fifh's belly, and laid, I cried, by reafon of mine afflidlioa 
unto the Lord, and he heard me ; o.- of the belly of hell cried I, 
and thou heardfl my voice. •:'. 3, Then I faid, I am cafl out of thy 
%bt ; yet I will look again toward thy holy temple. Matth. xv» 
a6, 27, 28, But Jefus anfwercd and faid [unto the woman of Ca- 
naan,] It is not meet to take the children's bread, and cafl it to 
dogs. And £he faid, Truth, Lord ; yet the dogs eal of the crumbf. 
which faU from their mafter's table. Then Jefus anfw^red and faid 
unto her>0 woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt. And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 
Pfalm xliL 6, 7, 8, O my God, my foul is caft down within mc : 
therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of 
the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. Deep calleth unto deep, at 
the noife of thy water fpouts ; all thy waves and thy billows are 
gone over me. Yet the Lord will command his loving kindneis in 
the day-time, and in the night his fong Ihall be with me, and my\ 
prayer unto the God of my life. 

y Rom. V. 3, 4, 5, See letter i. 

s Mic. vii. 4, Rejoice not againfl mc, O mine enemy ; when t 
fall, I fliall arife ; when I Ht in darknefs, the Lord fhall be a light 
unto me. 

t 2 Cor. xii. 7, And left I ihould be exalted above meafure, 
through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to 
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My lufts break one anotlier's pate, 
And each comi|Jtion kills its mate. « 

I fmell the bait I feel the harm 
Of corrupt ways and take th' alarm. 
I tafte tlie bittemefs of fm. 
And then to relilh grace begin, w 

me a thorn in the flefli, the mcflenger of Satan to buffet me, left f 
nioiild be exalted above meafure. 

« Rom. viii. 35, 37, Who iliall feparate us us from the love of 
Chrift ? fhall tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, or 
nakednefs, or peril, or fword ? Nay, in all thefe things we arc mortf 
than conquerors, through him that loved us. Pfalm Ixv. 3, Ini- 
quities prevail againft me ; as for our tranfgrcflions, thou flialt 
purge them away. 2 Chron. xiiii. 44, 25, a6, In thofe days He- 
zekiak was iick to death, and prayed unto the I^rd ; and he fpake 
imto him, and he have him a iign. But Hczekiah rendered not 
Again, according to the benefit done unto liim ; for his heart was 
lifted up : therefore there was wrath upon him, and upon Judah 
and Jerufalem. Notwithflanding, Hezekiah humbled himfclf for 
the ptide of his heart, (both he and the inhabitants of Jerufalem,) 
fo that the wratli of the Lord came not upon them in the days of 
Hezekiah. 

V Rom. vii. 7, 8, 9, What fliall we fay then ? Is the law fm ? 
Ood forbid. Nay, I had not known iin but by the law : for I had 
not known lud, except the law had faid. Thou flialt not covet. 
But fin taking occafion by the commandment, wrought in me all 
manner of concupifcence. For without the law, fin was dead. For 
I was alive without the law once ; but when the commandment 
came fin revived, and I died. v. 11, For fin, taking occafion hy 
the commandment, deceived me, and by it flew me. v, 13, Was 
then that which is good made death unto me ? God forbid. But 
iin that it might appear fin, working death in me by that which 
is good ; that fin by the commandment might become exceeding 
ilnfuL Where you fee the Jigbt and feeling of fittf killed felf, John 
'3^ 39» 40» 41 » And Jefus faid. For judgment I am come into this 
world ; that they which fee not, might fee ; and that they which 
fee, might be made blind. And fome of the Pharifecs which were 
with him, heard thefe words, and faid unto him, Are we blind 
alfo ? Jefus faid unto them. If ye were blind ye fhould have no 
fin : but now ye fay. We fee ; therefore your fin remaineth. 
Pfalm lix. II, Slay them not, left my people forget ? fcatter them 
by thy power ; and bring them down, O Lord, our fliield. Matt. 
xxvi. %^^ 34» Peter anfwered and faid unto him. Though all men 
fhall be offended becaufe of thee, yet will I never be offended. Je- 
fus faid unio him. Verily I fay unto thee, that this night before the 
cock crow, thou flialt deny me thrice, v. 75, And Peter remei»«> 
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I hear the fools profanely talk, 
Thence wiliiom learn in word and walk : x 
I fee them throng the paflage broad. 
And leiim to take the narrow road, y 

SECT. XIII. T^e mj[ftery of the Saini^ adverfarks and 

adverfities* 

A LUMP of woe afflidlion is ; 
Yet thence 1 borrow lumps of bli/s : a ^ 

bcred the wt^rds of Jefus which he faid unfohim, Before the cock 
crow, thou llinit deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept 
bitterly. 

IV Rom. vi. 21, What fruit had ye then in thofc things, where- 
of ye are now afhamed ? for the end of tJiofc thin^is is death. 
Piahn. xix. 1 1. Moreover, by them (the judgmentR of the Lord) 
IS thy ferva?it warned : and in keeping of ihcm there is great re- 
ward. And Ixxiji. 17, 18, 19, Until I went into the fan<5hiary of 
God ; then undcrft(H)d I their end. Surely thou didft fet them in 
flippery places ; ^lou caftcdft them down into dcftrii<Stion. How 
are they brought into dcfolation as in a moment ; they are utter- 
ly confunicd with terrors. Ter. ii. 19, Thine own wickcdncfs fhall 
corredt ihcc, and thy back/lidings ftiall reprove thee ; know there- 
fore and fee, that it is an evil tmng and bitter, that thou haft for- : 
faken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, faith the . | 
JLord God of hofls. '■ 

X Job xxi. I.*;, 14, 15, They fpcnd their days in wealth, and iB a 
a moment go down to the grave. Therefore they fay unto God, . \ 
Depart from us ; for we defire not the knowledge of thy wayj. 1 
What is the Almighty, that we flionld ferve him ? and what prof- \ 
it fliould we have if wc pray unto him ? Eph. iv. 20, ai, a a. But 
ye have not fo learned Chriil ; if ib be that ye have heard hinii 
ai.i been taught by him, as the truth is in Jefus ; that ye put oft , 
ccHicerning the former converfation, the old man, which is cot- ' 
ri^t, according to the deceitful lufts. And v. 6, 7, 8, Let no man ■ * 
deceive you with vain words ; for becaufe of thefe things cometh \ 
the wrath of God upon the children of difobedicnce. Be not yc ■ 
therefore partakers with them. For ye were fcftietimes darknettt \ 
but now are yc light in the Lord ; walk as children of light. «. \ 
II, And have no fellowfliip with the unfruitful works of darkncfii ] 
but rather reprove them. | 

y Matth. \'ii. 13, 14, Enter ye in at the ftrait gate ; for wide it \ 
the gate, and broad is the way that leadcth to. deCb-iK^on, and 1 
many there be which go in thereat ; becaufe ftrait is the gate, and ! 
narrow is the wra' which leadcth unto life, and few thftc be that ' 
£ad it. 
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Though few can fee a blefling in't. 
It is my furnace and my mint, b 

Its iharpnefs does my lufts difpatch ; c 

Its fuddennefs alarms my watch, d 

Its bitternefs refines my tafte, 

And weans tne from the creature's breaft. e 

Its weightinefs does try my back, 
That faith and patience be not flack, f 
It is a fanning wind whereby 
I am unchaflP'd of vanity, g 

A furnace to refine my grace, h 
A wing to lift my foul apace ; i 
Hence ftill the more 1 fob diftreft. 
The more I fing my endlefs reft, k 

a Heb. xii. II, Ndw no chaftening for the prefent fecmeth to be 
joyous, but grievous ; neverthelefs, afterward it yieldeth tlic peace- 
able fruit of rightcoufneft, unto them which are excrcifcd there- 
by. James i. 1 2, BteiTed is the man that endureth temptation : 
for when he is tried he {hall receive the crown of life, which the 
Liord hath promifcd to them tirat love him. 

6 Ifa. xxxi. 9, And he (the AfTyrian) (hall pafs over to his ftrong 
hold for fear, and his princes fhall be afraid of the enHgn, faith 
the Lord, whofe fire is in Zion, and his furnace in Jcrufalem. 

c Pfalm xlv. 5, Thine arrows are fliarp in the heart of the king*^ 
enemies ; whereby the people fall under thee. 

d Mark xiii, 35, ^6, 37, Watch ye therefore, (for ye know not 
when the mafter of the houfe comet h : at even, or at midnight, or 
at the cock crowing, or in the morning,) left coming fuddenly, he 
£nd you fleeping. And what I fay unto you, f fay unto all. Watch, 

g Jer. ii. 19, See letter w forecited. And iv. 18, Thy way and 
thy doings ha^e procured thefe things unto thee, tliis is thy wiclc- 
cdnefs, becaufe it is bitter, becaufe it reachtth unto thine heart. 

y James i. », 3, 4, My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers temptations : knowing tliis, that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience. But let patience have her perfe(^ work, 
that yc may be perfeA and entire, wanting nothing. 

g Ifa. xxvii. 3, 9, In mcafure when it fliooteth forth, thou wilt 
debate whh it ; he ftayeth his rough wind in the day of his eart: 
T/ind. By this therefore fliall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, 
and this is all the fruit to take away his fin. 

h Mai. iii. 3, And he (the melTenger of the covenant) fhall fit 
aa a refiner and purifier of filvcr ; and he fliall purify the fans of 

T 
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Mine enemies tliat feek my hurt. 

Of all their bad defigns come fhort ; / 

They ferve me fully to my mind, 

With fiivours which they ne'er defign'd. m 

The fury of my foes makes me 
Faft to my peaceful refuge flee : n 
And ev'ry perfecuting elf 
Does make me underftand myfelf. o 

Their (landers cannot work my fhame, f 
Their vile reproaches raife my name ; q 

Jt.cvi, and purge them as gold and filvcr, that they may offer unti 
the Lord an offering in righteoufnefs. 

( Plalm cxliii. 9, Deliver me, O Lord, from mine enemies : I fiec 
unto thee to hide me. 

i % Cor. iv. 16, 17, For which caufc wc faint not, but though 
our outward man perifli, yet the inward man is renewed day by 
day. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, work- 
cth for us a far more exceeding, and eternal weight of glory. 

/ Pfaim xxxiii. 10, The Lord bringeth the counfcl of the hea- 
then to nought : he maketh the devices of the people of none ef- 
fect 

m Gen. 1. ao. And Jofeph fald unto his brethren— As for yon, 
ye thought evil againft me ; but God meant it unto good, to bring 
to pafs, as it is this day, to fave much people alive. 

ft Pfalm Iv. «3, But thou, O God, (hall bring them down into 
the pit of dcftrucStion ; bloody and deceitful men fhall not live 
out half their days ; but I will truft in thee. 
■ My Jin, Ifa. xlii. 24, Who gave Jacob for a fpoil, and Ifrael 
to the robbers ? did not the Lord, he againft whom we have fin- 
ned ? for they would not walk in his w rtVs, neither were they obe- 
dient unto his law. My duty] 2 Sam. xvi. 11, 12, And David faid 
to Abifliai, and to all his fcrvants, Behold my fon which came forth 
of my bowels, fecVieth my life ; how much more now may this 
Benjamite do it ; let him alone, and let liim curfe : for the Lord 
hath bidden him. It may be that the Lord will look on mine af- 
flt<^ien, and that the Lord will requite me good for his curfing 
this day. Mic. vii. 8, 9, Rejoice not againft me, O mine enemy : 
when I fall I ihall arife ; when I fit in darknefs, the Lord (liall be 
a light unto me. I will bear the indignation of the Lord, becaufc 
I have finned againft him, until he plead my eaufe, and execute 
judgment for me : he will bring me forth to the light, and I ihaH 
behold his righteoufiiefs. My fafety^ Pfalm ix. 9, 10, The Lord 
alfo will be a refuge for the oppreffed, a refuge in times of trouble 
^nd they that know thy name, will put their truft in thee, v, 
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In peace with Heav'n my foul can dwell, 
Ev*n when they damn me down to hell, r 

Their iiiry can't the treaty harm,/ 
Their paffion does my pity warm ; s 
Their madnefs only calms my blood 5 / 
By doing hurt they do my good, u 

They are my fordid Haves I wot ; 

My drudges, though they know it not : v 

16, The Lord is Imown by the judgment which he executeth : 
the wicked is fnared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion 
Selah. 

/ Pfalm xxvi. 13, 14, For I have heard the flander of many, 
fear was on every fide, while they took counfcl together againft 
me, they devifed to take away my life. But I trufted in thee, O 
JLord ; I faid, Thou art my God. 

q 1 Pet. iv. 14, If ye be reproached for the name of Chrift, hap- 
py are ye; for the Spirit of glory and of God refteth upon you S 
on their part he is evil fpoken of, but on your part he ia glorified. 

r Niimb. xxiii. 7, 8, And Balaam took up his parable and faid,' 
Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the 
mountains of the ea(l, faying, Come, curfe me Jacob, and come 
defy Ifrael. How (hall I curfe whom God hath not curfed ? or 
how fhall I defy, whom the L.ord hath not defied ? v. 23, Surely 
there is no inchantment againft Jacob, neither is there any divi- 
nation againft Ifrael : according to this time it fhall bc'faid of Ja- 
cob, and of Ifrael, What hath God wrought ? 

/Prov. xxvi. a. As the bird by wandering, as the fwallow by 
Hying, fo the curfe caufclef^ fliall not come. 

s r Pet. iii. 8, 9, Finally, be yc all of one mind, having compaf^ 
fion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous ; 
not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing ; but contrariwifc, 
bleiling; knowing that ye are tlicrcunto called,^ that ye fliould in- 
herit a blcfUng. 

/ Pfalm Ixix. iz, 13, They that fit in the gate fpeak againft me : 
and I was the fong of the drujikards. But as for me, my prayer 
is unto thee, O Lord, in an acceptable time : O God, in the mul- 
titude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy falvation. 

M Gen. 1. 40, See letter m forecitcd. Efther ix. ao— 25, And 
Mordecai wrote thtfe things, and font letters unto all the Jews 
that were in all the provinces of the king Ahafuerus, both nigh 
and far, to ftablifli this among them, that they fliould keep the 
fourteenth day of the month.Adar, and the fifteenth day of the 
fame yearly ; as the days wherein the Jews rcfted from tncir ene- 
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They adl to me a kindly part. 
With httle kindnefs in tlieir heart, nu 

They fvveep my outer houfe wlien foul, 
Yea^ wafh my inner Elth of foul : x 



mies, and the month which was turned unto them {rem ibrrow tt 
joy, and from mourning into a good day ; that they fliould make 
them days of fea fling and joy, and of fending portions one to 
another, and gifts to the poor. And the Jews undertook to do as 
they had begun, and as Mordecai had written unto them. Be- 
caufe Haman the fon of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of 
all the Jews, had devifed againft the Jews to deflroy them, and 
had call Pur, (that is the Jot) to confume them, and to dedroy 
them ; but when Edhcr came before the king, he commanded by 
letters, that his wicked device which he devifed againft the Jews, 
ihould return upon his own head, and that he and his Tons ihould 
be hanged on the gallows. 

v Jcr. XIV. 8, 9, Therefore thus faith the Lord of hods, Becaufe 
ye liave not heard my words, behold I will fend and take all the 
families of the north, faith the Lord, and Nebuchadnc^tzar the 
king of Babylon, my fervant, and will bring them againft this land, 
and againft the inhabitants thereof, and againft all thcfe natipns 
round about, and will utterly dcftroy them, and make them an aC- 
tonllhment, and an hifCng,and perpetual defolations. w. i». And 
it (hall come to pafs, when fcventy years are accomplilhcd, that I 
will punifh the king of Babylon and that nation, faith the Lord, 
for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, and will make 
it perpetual defolations. Ifa. x. j, 6, O AITyrian, the rod of mine 
anger, and the flaffin their hand is mine indignation. I will fend 
him againft an hypocritical nation ; and againll the people of my 
wrath will I give him a charge to take the fpoil, and to take tltf 
prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the Ilreets. v. ia» 
Wherefore it fliall come to pafs, that when the Lord hath per- 
formed his whole work upon mount Zion, and on Jerufalem* I 
will punifh the fruit of the ftout heart of the king of Aflyria,and 
the glory of his high looks. And xliv. 14, a8, Thus faith the Lord 
thy Redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the 
Lord — ^that faith of Cyrus, he is my fhcpherd, and fhall pcrforagk 
all my pleafure, even faying to Jerufalcm, Thou flialt be built ; 
r.nd to the temple, Thy foundations fliall be laid. And xlv. I, 
Thus faith the I*ord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whofc right hand 
I have holden, to fubduc nritions before him ; and I will Icofe the 
loins of kings to open before him the two Icavtd gates, and the 
gates fliall not be ihut. v. 4, For Jacob my fervant*s fake, and 
llrael mine cleiSt, I have even cillcd thee by thy name ; I have 
iirnamed thee, though thou haft not known me. 

«;Matth. V. 10, II, 12, Bleflcd are they v/hich arc perfecutcd 
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They help to purge away jny blot, 
For Moab is my waihing pot. y 



SECT. XIV. The myjlery of the BJiever's pardon and' 
ftcurity front revenging wrathf notwUhJlanding his fins' 
dcfert.. 

I THOUGH from condemnation free,. 
Find fuch condcmnables in me, 
As make more heavy wrath my due 
Than falls on all the damned crew, a 

But though mj crimes deferve the pit, 
I'm no more liable to it ; 
Remidion fealM with blond and death,. 
Secures me from deferved wrath, ii 

for nghteonrncfs fake; for theirs is the kingdom of heaveir. Bltf- 
fcd arc yc when men iliall revile you, and pcrfecute you, and flialt 
itiy all manner of evil ugainft you fnlfcly for my fake. Rejoice, 
and be exceeding glad : for great is your reward in heaven ; for 
ib perfeeuted they the proplicts which were before you. Lulie 
vi. 22, aj, BIcfTed are ye when men iliall hate you, and when they 
ihall feparate you from their company, and fliall reproach y6u, 
and caft out your name as evil, for the Son of man*s fake. Re- 
joice ye in that day, and leap for joy ; for behold your reward is 
great in heaven ; for in the like manner did their fathers unto 
the prophets. 

X Ifa. iv. 3, 4, 5, And.it fhall come to pafs, that he that is left 
in Zion, and he that remr.ineth in Jerufalem, (hall be called holy, 
even every one that is written among the living in Jerufalem; 
when the Lord flrall have waHicd away the filth of the daughters 
of Zion, and fliall have purged the. blood of Jerufalem from the 
midd thereof, by the fpirit of judgment, and by the fpirit of iiurn- 
ing. And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of 
mount Zion, and upon her aifemblica a cloud, and fmoke by day, 
and the (hining of a flaming fire by night ; for upon all the glory 
fhall be a defence And xxvii. 9, By this therefore fliall the ini- 
quity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit to take away his 
fin ; when he maketh all the floncs of the altar as chalk Hones that 
arc beaten in Tundcr, the groves and images fliall not Hand up. 

y Pfalm Ixviii. 8, Moab is my wafli pot, &c. 

a Rom. viii. 8, There is therefore no condemnation to them- 
which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the flcd>i bu| aft«r^ 

T 2 
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And having now a pardon free. 

To hell obnoxious cannot be, 

Nor to a threat, except * anent * ^ilout. 

Paternal wrath and chaftifenieut. c 

My foul may oft be filPd indeed 
With flavifh fear and hellifli dread, d 
This from my unbelief does fpring, e 
My Faith fpeidcs out fome better thing. 

Faith fees no legal guilt again. 
Though fm and its defert remain :/ 
Some hidden wonders hence refult : 
I'm full of fm, yet free of guilt. ^ 

tlie Spirit. And viL i8, For I know that in me, (that u, in my 
flcfli) dwclleth nn good thin? ; for to wiJl is prefent with me, bu t. 
how to perform that which is good, I find not. I Tim. i. 15, 16, 
This is a faithful faying, and worthy of ail acceptation, that ChriH 
Jtfus came into the world to fave iinners ; of whom I am the chief. 
Howbeit, for this caufe I obtained mercy, that in me firft, Jcfus 
ChriA might ihew forth all long fuffering, for a pattern to thenk 
which fliould hereafter believe on him to life eTerlafting. 

6 GaL iiL 13, Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law, 
being made a curfe for us ; for it is written, Curfed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree. Rom. v. 9, Much more then being now 
jufHfied by his blood, we fhall be faved from wrath through him. 
Eph. i. 7, In whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
fbrgivenefs of fins, according to the riches of Jiis grace. 

c I Thefl*. i. 10, And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raifed from the dead, even Jefus which delivered us from the 
wrath to come. Ifa. liv. 9, 10, For this is as the waters of Noak 
unto me ; for as I have fwom that the waters of Noah iliould na 
more go over the earth ; fo have I fworn that I would not be 
wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains fhall de*- 
part, and the hills be removed ; but my kindnefs ihall not depart 
from thee, neither fhall the covenant of my peace be removed^ 
faith the Lord, that hath mercy on thee. Pfalm Ixxxiz. 30— 3,-^^ 
If his children forfakc my law, and walk not in my judgments ; if 
they break ray flatutes, and keep not my commandments ; them 
will I vifit their tranfgrefilon with the rod, and their iniquity witli. 
ilripes. Neverthelefs my loving kindnefs will I not utterly take 
from him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to faiL 

d Matth. xiv. a6. And when the difciples faw Jefus walking oa 
the fea, they were troubled, laying, It is a fpirit ; and they cried 
out for fear. 
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Guilt is the legal bond or knot, 
That binds to wrath and vengeance hot ; k 
But fin may be where guilt's away. 
And guilt where fin can never ftay. 

Guilt without any fin has been. 
As in my furety may be feen ; 
The eled:'s guilt upon him came, 
Yet ftill he was the holy Lamb, i 

Sin without guilt may likewife be. 
As may appear in pardon'd me : 
For though my fin, alas ! does flay^ 
Yet pardon tiikes the guilt away : i 

Thus free I am, yet flill involved ; 
A guilty finner yet abfolv'd : / 
I'hough pardon leave no guilt behind. 
Yet fin's defert remains I find, m 

e Mark iv. 40, And JeAis faid unto his difciples. Why arc ye fa 
fearful ? how is it thnt you have no faith ? 

y*Rom. vii. 6, But now we are delivered from the law, that h^ 
ing dead wherein we were held ; that we fiiouid ferve in ucwnefs. 
of fpirit, and not in tlie uldiieftf of the letter. Chap. viiL 3, 4, 
For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
fleih, God fending his. own Son in the likcuefs of llnful fleih, and 
for fin, condemned iin in the ileili : that the righteoufnefs of the 
law u*ight be fulfilled in us, who walk not after tlie flelh, but af- 
ter tlie Spirit. 

g Rom. iv. 14, For we know that the law is fpiritual: but I 
am carnal, fold under fin. Chap. viii. 33, 34, Who fhali lay any 
thing to the charge of God's tlc6t ? It is God that juftifitth, who 
is he that condemneth ? It is Ghrift that died, yea, rather, that is 
rifen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who aUb mak« 
eth interceilion for us. 

A Deut. xxvii. a6, Curfed be he that con£nneth not all the 
words of the law to do them : and all the people fhall fay. Amen. 
Rom. 1. 18, For the wrath of God is revealed from hearen againik 
all ungodlinefs, and unrighteoulnels of men, who hold the truth 
in unrighteoufnefs. « 

i Ifa. liii. 6, The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us alL 
Heb. vii. 26, For fuch an high prieft became us, wao is holy* 
Ikarmlefs, undefiled, feparate from finners. 

k Rom. vii. 44, O wretched man that I am f who ih^dl deliver 
Bie from the body of this death ? Ads ziii, 38, 3^, Be it known 
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Guilt and demerit diiFcr here, 
Though oft their names confounded are, 
I'm guilty in myfelf always. 
Since fin's demerit ever flays, n 

Yet in my Head I'm always free 
From proper guilt afFe<5ling me ; 
Becaufe my Surety's blood cancell'd 
The bond of curfes once me held, o 

The guilt that pardon'd did divorce. 
From legal threat 'nings drew its force :/ 
But fin's defert that lodges flill. 
Is drawn from fin's intrinfic ill. q 

unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man i* 
preached unto you the for^ivcncfs of fins: and by him alJ that 
believe are juftificd fr<un all tilings from which yc could not be 
judiiied by the law of Mofcs. 

/ Rom lii. 19, Now wc know that what things focver the la-vr 
fiiitli, it faith to them who are under the law: that every mouth 
may be ftjppcd, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
*. 23, 24, For all have linned, and come fhort of the glory of 
God; being juflified freely by his grace, through the redemption 
that is in Jefus Chrift. ^- 

m Rom. iv. 6, 7, 8, Even as David alfo defcribcth the blefTcd- 
neft of the man unto whom God imputeth rightcoufncfs without 
works, faying, BlcfTcd arc they whofe iniquities are forgiven, and 
whofe fins are covered. BlelTed is the man to whom the JLord. will 
not impute fin. Pfalm li. 3, 4, For I acknowledge my tranfgrcf- 
ficms ; and my fin is ever before me. Againft thee, thee only have 
I linned, and done this evil in thy fight : that thou mightcft be 
jufbificd when thou fpeakcft, and be clear when thou judgcft. 
And cxliii. a, O Lord, enter not into judgment with thy fervant ; 
for in thy fight can no man living be juflificd. 

n Rom. vii. 13, 14, Was then that which is good, made death 
unto me .? God forbid. But fin, that it might appear fin, work- 
ing death in me by that which is good ; that fin by the command- 
ment might become exceeding ilnful. For we know that the law 
is fpiritual ; but I am carnal, fold under fin. £ph. v. 6, Let no man 
deceive you with vain words ; for becaufe of thefe things cometh 
the wrath of God upon the children of difobedience. 

Rom. v. I , Therefore being juftified by faith, we have peace 
with God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. «. 9, Much more then 
being now jufti£ed by his blood, we lliall be faved from wrath 
through him. v. xi, And not only fo, but wc aUb joy in Ood» 
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Were guilt nought elfe but fin's defert> 
Of pardon I'd renounce my part : 
For were I now in heaven to dwell, 
I'd own my lins deferred hell, r 

This does my higheft wonder move 
At matchlefs juftifying love. 
That thus fecures for endlefs death 
A wretch deferving double wrath, y 

Though well my black defert I know, 
Yet I'm not liable to wo ; 

through our Lord Jefus Chrif^ by whom wc h^ve now reeded 
the atonement. 

/ Gal. ill. 10, For as many as are of the works of the law, are 
under the curfe ; for it is written, Curfed is eyery one that con- 
(inueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law 
to do them, v, 13, Chrid hath redeemed us from the curfe of th^ 
law, being made a curfe for us ; for it is written, Curfed is every 
pne that hangeth on a tree. 

f Pfalm li. 4, See letter m forecited. Luke xv. 18, I will arife 
and go to my father, and will fay unto him. Father, I have £nned 
Vgauaft heaven and before thee. 

r Luke xv. 19, — And am no more worthy to be called thy fon. 
Rev. V. 4, And I [John] wept much, becaufe no man was foun4 
worthy to open, and to read the hock, neither to look thereon. 
f». 9, And they fung a nt-w fong- laying. Thou art worthy to tak^ 
the book, and to open the feals thereof ; for thou waft flain^ and 
haft redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of every kindred, an4 
tongue, and people, and nation, v. 11, I2, 13, And I beheld, and 
I heard the voice of many angels round the throne, and the beafis« 
i^d the eiders ; the number of them was ten thuufand times tei| 
thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands ; faying with a loud voice. 
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain, to receive power, and riches, 
and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and glory, and ble(fing» 
And cv.ery creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and un- 
der the earthy and fuch as are in the fea, and all that are in them« 
licard I, £i3ring, BltiEng, and honour, and glory, and power be un* 
10 hiiyi that iitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lan^b for ever 
and ever. 

/ Rom. »^i. 24, 25, O wretched man tliat I am ! who fliall dc" 
. Kver me from the body of this death ? I tliank God, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Chap. viii. i, There is therefore now no con- 
denuiation to them which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after 
t^c flefh, but after the Spirit, i Tim. i. 13, Who was before a 
bhifphemcr, and a perfecutor, and injurious. But I obtained mer- 
Cy» becaufe I did it ignorantly, in unbelief, v. 15, x6, 17, Thisk 
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While full and complete righteoufnefs 
Imputed for my freedom Is. s 

Hence my fecurity from wrath 
As firmly (lands on Jefus death, t 
As does my title unto heaven 
Upon his great obedience given, u 

The fentence Heaven did full pronounce. 
Has pardonM all my fins at once : 
And even from future crimes acquit. 
Before I could the fads commit, v 

a faithful faying, and wortfiy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jcfut 
came into the world to fave (inners ; of whom I am the chief, 
Howbcit, for this caufe I obtained mercy, that in me £rft Jefus 
Chrift might (hew forth all long-fu/Fering, for a pattern to them 
which ihould hereafter believe on him to life cvcrlafKng. No\r 
unto the King eternal, immortal, inviiible, the only wife God, be 
honour, and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

i I Cor. i. 30, But of hull are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God 
is made unto us — righteoufnefs — and redemption. 2 Cor. v. 21, 
Ood hath made Chrift to be fin for us, who knew no fin ; that we 
might be made the righteoufnefs of God in him. Rom. iv. 11, 
And he [Abraham] received the fign of circumcifion, a feal of the 
righteoufnefs of the faith, which he had yet being uncircumcifeds 
tlwt he might be the father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcifed ; that righteoufnefs miglit be imputed unto 
them alfo. «. 2a — 25, And therefore it was imputed to liim for 
Hghteoulhefs. Now it was not written for his fake alone, that it 
was imputed to him ; but for us alfo, to whom it fliall be imput- 
ed, if we believe on him that raifed up Jefus our Lord from the 
dc|d, who was delivered for our offences, and was raifed again for 
our juftification. 

/ Rom. V. 9, Much more then, being now julHfied by his blood', 
we fliall be faved from wrath through hiih^ 

u Rom. V. 17, 18, 19, — ^Thcy which receive abundance of grace, 
and of the gift of righteoufnefs, fliall reign in life by one, Jefus 
Chrift. — By the riehteoufnefs of one, the free gift came upon all 
men unto jufbfication of Kfe.— By the obedience of one fliall many 
be made righteous, v. 21, Grace reigns through righteoufacfs 
imto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

V Pfalm ciii. 3, Blefs the Lord, O my foul, — who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities; who healcth all thy difeafes. 2 Cor. v. 19, God 
was in Chrm, reconciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing 
their trefpaffes unto them. v. 21, See letter x above cited. Dan. 
ix. 24, Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people, and upon 
thjr holy city, to finiih the tranfgrcflion, and to make an cod of 
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I*m always in a pardon'd ftate * 

Before and after fm ; w hiit yet. 
That vainly 1 prefume not hence, 
I'm feldom pardon'd to my fenfe. x 

Sin brings a vengeance on my head, 
^ Though from avenging wratla I'm freed, y 
And though my fms all pardon'd be. 
Their pardon's not apply'd to me. « 

Thus though I need no pardon more, 
Yet need new pardons every hour,* 

fins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lafling righteoufnefs. Ifa. liv. lO, For the mountains fhall depart, 
and the hills be removed, but my kindnefs fhall not depart from 
thee, neither fliall the covenant of my peace be removed, faith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on thee. Hcb. viii. la, For T will be mer- 
ciful to their unrighteoufnefs, and their fins and their iniquities 
will I remember no more. 

w Rom. viii. i, There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
*vhich are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the flcfli, but after 
the Spirit, v. 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 39, Who (hall lay any thing to 
the charge of God*8 t\e6t ? It is God that juftifieth : who is he that 
condemneth f It is Chrid that died, yea, rather, that is rifen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who alfo maketh interccf- 
iion for us. Who fliall feparate us from the love of Chrift, fhall 
tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, or 
peril, or the fword ? Nay, in all thefe things we are more than 
conquerors throu<^h him that loved us. For I am perfuaded, that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things prcfent, nor things to come, nor heighth, nor depth, nor 
any other creature, (hall be able to feparate us from the love of 
God which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

X Pfalm XXV. ri. For thy name's liake, O Lord, pardon mine in- 
iquity ; for it is great. And li. 8, 9, Make me to hear joy and 
gladnefs; that the bones which thou haft broken may rejoice. Hide 
thy face from my fins; and blot out all mine iniquities, v. i», 
Reftore unto me the joy of thy,falvation ; and uphold mc with 
thy free fpirit. 

y Pfalm xcix. 8, Thou anfwercdft them, O Lord our God: thou 
waft a God that forgaveft them, though thou tookeft vengeance of 
their inventions, i Theff. i. 10, And to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raifed from the dead, even Jefus, which deliv- 
ered us fronji the wrath to come. 

z Pfalm xixv. 3, O Lord, fay unto my foul, I am thy falvation. 
And Ixxxv. 8, I will hear what God the Lord will fpcak ; for he 
-will fpcak peace unto his people, and to his faints ; but let them. 
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In point of application free ; 
Lord, wafh anew, and pardon me. 

SECT. XV. The m^ery of Faith and Sights of tvbicb 

more. Part vi. Chap. vi. 

Strange contradi<ftions me befal, 

I can't believe unlefs I fee ; a 
Yet never can believe at all, 

Till once I fhut the feeing eye. h 

When fight of fweet experience 

Can give my faith no helping band, € 

The fight of found intelligence 

Will give it ample ground to (land. </ 

not turn again to folly. Matth. ix. a, And behold they brought 
to faim a man fick of the palfy, lying on a bed : and Jefus feeing 
their faith, faid unto the £ick of the palfy, Son be of good cheer, 
thy fin$ be forgiven thee. 

- • Matth. vi. I a. And forgive us our debts, as wc forgive our 
debtors, i John i. 7, 8, if we walk in the light, as God is in the 
light, we have feUowfliip one with another, and the blood of Je- 
fus ChriA his Son cleanfeth us from all fin. If we fay, that wc 
have no fin, we deceive ourfclves, and the truth is not in us. 

a John vi. 40, And this is the will of him that fent me, that ev- 
ery one which feethifhe Son, and believeth on him, may haTcev* 
crla&ing life. 

^ Jolm XX. 29, Jefus faith unto him, Thomas, becaufe thou had 
feen me, thou haft believed : blelTed are they that have not fccn» 
and yet have believed. 

e Ifa. viii. 17, And I will wait upon the Lord that hideth his 
face from the houfe of Jacob, and I will look for him. Chap. L 
10, Who is among you that fearcth the L.ord, that obeyeth the 
voice of his fervant, that walketh in darknefs, a&d hath no light ? 
let them truft in the name of the Lord, and flay upon his God. 

rf Eph. i. 15 — 19, Wlxerefore 1 alfo, after I hcard-of your faith 
in the Lord Jefus, and love unto all the faints, ceafe not to give 
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers ; that the 
God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of glory, may give unto 
you the Spirit of wifdom and revelation, in the knowledge of him ; 
the eyes of your underftanding being enlightened ; that ye may 
laiow what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the 
£:lory of his inheritance in^e faints, and what is the exceeding 
^reatnefs of lus power to us ward who believe, according to the 
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I walk by faith, and not by figlit, e 

Yet knowledge does my faidi relbund,/ 

Which cannot walk but in the light, j^ 
Ev'n when experience runs aground, b 

By knowledge I difccrn and fpy 

In divine light the ohjed fhown ; i 
By faith I take and clofe apply 

The glorious objeft as mine own. h 

^y faith thus ftands on divine light, 

Believing what it clearly fees ; / 
Yet faith is oppofite to fight, 

TruiHng its eiU", and nor. its eyes, m 

Faith lift'ning to a fweet report. 

Still comes by hearing, not by fight 5 n 

Yet is not faith of faving fort, 
But when it fees in divine light. 

working of his mighty power, &c. a Cor. iv. 6, For God who 
compiaiidcd the light to iliine out of darknefs, hath ^lined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
the face of Jcfus Chrift, 

e a Cor. V. 7, For we walk by faith, not by fight. 

/"John ii. II, This beginning of miracles, did Jcfus in Cana of 
Galilee, and manifcfled forth his glory ; and his difciples believed 
on him. 

g Pfalm ix. ID, And they that know thy name will put their 
tnift in thee. 

b Pfalm xxxvii. 14, Wait on the Lord, be of good conrtige, and 
he {hall ftrengthen thine heart ; wait, I fay, on the LorcL 

i 1 Cor. iii. 18, But we all with open face, beholding as in a 
glafs the glory of the I-ord, are changed into the fame image, from 
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the I^ord. 

i John i. \ik^ But as many as received him, to them gave he 
ppwcr to become the fons of God, even to them that believe on 
hiB name. 

/ Gal. i. 16, But when it pleafed God — to reveal his Son in me, 
that I might preach him among the Heathen ; immediately I con- 
ferred not with flefh and blood. 

m Eph. i. 13, In Chrift ye alfo trufted after that ye heard tlic 
word of truth, the gofpcl of your f^lvation. 

n Rom. X. 17, So then, faith comcth by hearing, and hearing by 
the word of God. 

Pfalm xxxvi. 7, How excellent is thy loving kindnefs, O God \ 
therefore the children of men put their truft under the fliadow 

U 
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In feai*s I fpend my vital breath, 

In doubts I wade my pafling years ; p 

Yet ftiU the life I live is faitli. 

The oppofite of doubts and fears, q 

*Tween clearing faith and clouding fenfe, 

I walk in darknefs and in light, r 
I'm certain oft, when in fufpenfe. 

While fure by faith and not by fight./ 

of thy wings. c». 9, For with thcc is the fbontain of life ; in thy 
light fliall wc fee light. 

p Pfalm Ixxvii. 3, 4, I remembered God, and was troubled : I 
complained, and my fpirit was overwhelmed. Selah. Hiou hold- 
eft mine eyes waking ; I am fo troubled that I cannot fpeak. John 
XX. 25, But Thomas faid unto the other difciples, Except I Diall 
fee in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the 
print of the nails, and thruft my hand into his fide, I will not be- 
lieve. Luke xxiv. ai, Wc truHed that it had been he which 
ihould have redeemed Ifrael. 

q GaL ii. ao, 1 am crucified with Chrift : Neverthclefs 1 live ; 
yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me : and the life which I now live 
m tlie flefli, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himfelf for me. Mark v. 36, As foon as Jefus heard the 
word that was fpokcn, he faith unto the ruler of the fynagoguc. 
Be tot afraid, only believe. Matth. viii. a6, And Jcfus faith unto 
his difciplcs, Why are ye fo fcarfiil, O yc of little faith ? Chap, 
xiv. 31, And Jefus faid unto Peter, O thou of little faith, where- 
fore didft thou doubt ? 

r Job xxix. 1, 1, 3, Moreover, Job continued his parable, and 
(aid, Oh that I were as in months paft, as in the days when God 
prefcrved me : wh^n his candle fliined upon my head, and when 
by his light I walked through darknefs. Pfalm cxii. 4, Unto the 
upright there arifeth light in the darknefs. 

/ 1 Pet. i. 8, Whom having not fcen, ye love ; in whom though 
now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unfpeaka- 
ble, and full of glory. Rom. iv. 18 — ai, Abraham againft hope, 
believed in hope, that he might become the father ^f many nations ; 
according to that wliich was fpoken, So fliall thy feed be. And be- 
ing not weak in faith, he confidered not his own body now dead, 
when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadnefs 
of Sarah's womb. He ftag^ered not at the promife of God through 
unbelief; but was ftrong in faith, giving glory to God ; and being 
fully perfuadcd, that what he had promifcd, he was able alfo to 
perform. Pfalm Ixxxix. 36 — 39, His feed fhall endure for ever, 
and his throne as the fun before me. It fhall be eftablifhed forever 
as the moon, and as a faithful witnefs in heaven. Selah. But thou 
hsifk cad offuid abhorred, thou hafl been wroth with thine an- 
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SECT. XVI. The myjlcry of Faith and If^orht and rcn 

Wiit'di oj Giutci and Dik% 

I. OF FAITH AND WORKS* 

He that in word offendeth not^ 
Is call'd a perfe^ man I wot ; a 
Yet he whofe thoughts and deeds are bad^ 
The law perfedion never had. b 

I ^n defign'd a perfect fouly 

Ev'n though I never kept the whole 

Nor any precept ; c for 'tis known 

He breaks them all, that breaks but one. d 

B7 faith I do perfe<aion claim, e 
B7 works I never grafp the name :/ 

ointed. Thoa had made void the covenant of thy fervant ; thou 
haft profaned his crown, by cafting it to the ground. 

a James iii. 2, If any man ofFcnd not in word, the fame is a per* 
feCt man, and able alfo to bridle the whole body. 

b James ii. 10, For whofoever fhall keep the whole law, and 
yet ofFcnd in one point, he is guilty of all. 

e Rom. iv. 5, 6, To him that worketh not, but believeth on him 
that juflifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteoulhefs. 
Even as David alfo dcfcribeth the bleO*ednef3 of the man unto 
whom God imputeth righteoufnefs without works. J<jb i. i, There 
was a man in the land of Uz, whofe name was Job, and that man 
was perfcdt and upright, and one that feared God, and efchcwed 
cviL Pfalm Ixxi. i6, I will go in the ftrcngth of the Lord God^ 
I will make mention of thy righteoufnefs, even of thine only. 
£ccl. vii. 20, For there is not a juft man upon earth, that dotU 
good, and finneth not. 

d James ii. 10, See letter h, 

€ Phil. iii. 9, 1 count all things but dung, that I may win Chrift* 
and be found in him, not having mine own righteoulhefs, which 
|8 of the law, but that which is through the faith of Chrift, the 
righteou£ie& which is of God by faith. 

/GaL ii. 16, Knowing that a man is not juftiiied by the works 

of 




law ihall no ilcQi be juftlficd. 
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Yet without works my i^iith is nought, 5^ 
And thereby no peiil'^flion brought. 

Works without faith will never fpeed, /; 
Faith widiout works h wholly dead : i 
Yet I am jultily'd by faith. 
Which no law works adjutant hath.i 

Yea, Gofpel works no help can lend, / 
Though ftill they do my fiiith attend : m 

g James ii. 14, What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man 
fay he hatli f:iith, and have not works ? cart faith fave him ? 

6 Ht b. xi. 6, Without faith it is impolFible to pieafe God : for 
he that cometh to God mud believe that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of thtm that diligently feck hini. Rom. xxiv. 23, What- 
foevcr is not of faith, is lin. 

/ James ii. 1 7, Even fo faith, if it hath not works, is dead bein^ 
alone, c/. 26, For as the body without the fpirit is dead, fo faith 
without works is dtad alfo. 

A Rom. iii. ai, »a, But now the righteoufnefs of God without 
the l:;w is manifcfted, being witneflcd by the law and the proph- 
ets ; even the righteoulhefs of God which is by fAith of Jefus 
Chrid unto all, and upon all them that believe ; for there is no dif- 
ference. Chap. iv. 4, 5, 6, Now to him that worketh, is the re- 
ward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that work- 
eth not, but bcHeveth on him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteoufnefs. Even as David alfo dcfcribcth the 
blefTedncfs of the man unto whom God imputeth rightcoufndf 
without works. 

/ Phil. iii. 4 — 9, If any Other man thinketh that he hath where* 
of he might truft in the nefli, I more -. — touching the righteoufneft 
which is in the law, blamelefs. But what things were gain to mc, 
thofe I counted lofs for Chrift. Yea dOubtlcfs, and I count all 
tilings but lofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrlft Je- 
fus my Lord : for v/hom I have fuflfered the lofs of all things, and 
do count them but dung, that I may win Chrift, and be found la 
him, not having mine own righteoufnefs, which is Of the law, bat 
that which is through the faith of Chrifl, the righteoufnefs which 
is of God by faith. Ifa. Ixiv. 6, But we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteoulheffes are as filthy rags. Hof. xiii, 9, O Ifr*- 
el, thou haft dcftroyed thyfelf, but in me is thine help. Ifa. xlv. 
^4, 25, Surely, (hall one fay, in the Lord have I righteoufnefs and 
ftrength : even to him fliall men come, and all that are incenfed 
agiiinft him f?iill be afli.imcvl. In the Lord (hall all the feed of 
liracl be jufc.j-d, and fliall giory. 

m i'it. iii. 8, This is a faithful faying, and thefc things I will 
that then Aiurni conftautly, that they which have believed io God 
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Yet faith by works is perfect made, 
And by their prefence juftify'd. n 

But works with faith could never vie^ 
And only f lith can juftify. 
Yet ft ill my juftifying faith 
No juitifying value hath./ 

Lo, juftifying grace from heav'n 
Is foreign ware, and freely given : q 

might be careful to maintain good works : thefc things are good, 
and profitably unto men. James ii. i8, Yea, a man may fay, Thou 
haft faith, and I have works ; fticw me thy faith withuut thy 
Works and I will fliew thee my faith by my works. 

n James ii. 21, 22, Was not Abraham our father juftified by 
works, whf.n he had offered Ifaac his fon upon the altar ? Seeft 
thou how fairh wrought with his works, and by works was faith 
made pcrfji^ ? v. 24, Ye fte then how that by works a man ia 
juftificd, and not by fr.ith only. 

Rom. iV. 1 6, Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace ; 
to the end" the promlf:; might be fare to all the feed. Titus iii. 
4 — 7^ But after that the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by works of righteoufnefs, which we 
have done, but according to his mercy he faved us by the wafti- 
Tng of regeneration, and rcncvHag of the Holy Ghoft: which he 
Tied on us abundantly, through Jefus Carift our Saviour ; that 
being juftificd by his grace, wc Ihould be made heirs according to 
the hope of eterml' life. A€ts x. 43, To him gave all the proph- 
ets v/itnef;, that through his name, whofocver bclievcth on him, 
ftiall rccci/c remilTion of fins. 

/! Gal iii. 21, 22, Is the law then pgainft the promifes of God ? 
God forbid : for if there had been a law given which could have 
given life, verily righteoufnefs fl\ould have been by the law. Eut 
the fcripture hath concluded all under fin, that the promifc by 
faith of Jcfus Clirifl may be given to them that believe. Luke 
xxii. 31, 32, And the Lord faid, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath 
defired to have you, that he may fift you as wheat ; but I have 
prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not ; and when thou art con- 
verted, ftrcngthen thy brethren. 2 Cor. iii. 5, Not that we are 
fiifficient of ourfclves, to think any thing of ourfelves; but our 
liifficiency is of God. Chap. xii. 5, Of fuch an one will I glory; 
yet of myfelf I will not glory, but in mine infirmities. 

^ Rom. V. 16, 17 — ^The free gift is of many offences unto jufti- 
fication. They which receive abundance of grace, and of the gift 
of righteoufnefs, fliall reign in life by one Jcfus Chrift. Chap.. 
iii. a4» Being juftificd freely by his grace, through the redemptioni 
tiiat is in Jcfus Chrift. 

U 2 
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And favln^t fcLith is well ccntent 
To be a mere recipient, r 

IVilli's active in my fandlity :/ 
But lie re its ai5t it will deny, .»• 
And Irankly own it never went 
Beyond a paifive inftrument. t 

] labour much, like holy Paul ; 
And yet not I but grace does all ; u 
1 tiy to fprcad my little fails, 
And wait for powciful moving gales, v 

r Rt :r.. V. II, And nr.t only fo,bnt wcalfo joyin God, througl 
our Lord Jti'us Ciirift, by whom wc have now received the atone 
nitnt. V. 17, Ste ictttr y. 

/*Jal. V. 6, lor in J.fiis CJjrift, neither circuniQifion availetf 
any thi;V>, ror uncircumcifion, but faith which workcth by love 
A<il8 xy. 9, God put no dilFcrence between us and them, purifying 
their hearts by fiiith. Chap. xxvi. 18, To open their eyes, and t< 
turn ihcni from darknefs to light, and from the power of Satai 
unto God, that they may receive forgivcnefs of fins, and inlieri 
tance amcng them which arc fanclificd by faith that is in me. 

J Rom. iv. 16, Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace 
Chap. xi. 6, And if by grace, thca it is no more of works ; other 
wixc grace is no more grace. 

/ Eph. ii. 8, 9, For by grace arc ye faved through faith ; anc 
that not of yourfelves : it is the gift of God : not of works, left anj 
man fliould boaft 1 Cor. iv. 7, For who maketh thee to difiei 
from another? and what haft thou that thou didft not receive 
now if thou didft receive it, why doft thou glv^ry as if thou hadf 
not received it ? Heb. xi. 1 1, Through faitji alfo Sarah herfcl 
received ftren^th to conceive feed, and was delivered of a chik 
when flie was paft age, becaufe flie jndged him faithful who hac 
promifed. v. 17, By faith Abraham, when he was tried, ofieref 
up Ifavic: and he that had received the promifes, offered up hi 
only begotten Son. v. 19, Accounting that God was able toraiii 
him up, even from the dead : from whence alfo he received hiu 
in a figure, v. ^^y Women received their dead raifed to life again 
and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance ; that the; 
might obtain a better refurredlion. 

w 1 Cor. XV. 10, But by the grace of Gcel I am what 1 am : ani 
his grace which was beftowcd upon me, was not in vain ; but I h 
boured more abundantly than they all ; yet not I, but the grac 
of God which was with me. 

V Pfalm Ixxi. 16, 1 will go in the ftrcngth of the I^ord God : 
wUl make mejitiou of thy ri^htcoufnefs, even of thioe only. Sos 
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When pow'r's convey 'd, I work ; hut fee, 
'Tis ftill his pow'r that works in me. 
I am an ag&nc at his cull. 
Yet nothing am, for grace is all. w 

ff 

II. Of rewards of Grace and Dchu 

In all my works I ftill regard 
Tlie recompence of full rew^ird ; x 
Yet Inch my working is witliall, 
I lock for no reward at all.^ 

God's my reward exceeding great. 
No Idler heav'n that this 1 wait ; a; 

iv. 16, Awake, O north wind, and come, thou fouth, blow npon 
my garden, that the fpices thereof may flow out. 

w Phil. ii. 12, 13, Wherefore, my beloved, as yc have always 
obeyed, not as in luy prefcnce only, but now much more in my ab- 
fcnce ; work out your own faivation with fear and trembling. For 
it is God that workcth in yoa both to will and to do of his good 
pleafurc. Gal. ii. ao, I am crucified with Chrift : Ncvcrthelcfs I 
live; yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me; and the life which I now 
lire iti the flefli, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave hJmfelf for me. 2 Cor. xii. 9, And the Lord faid un- 
to me. My grace is fufficient for thee; for my ftrength is made 
perfe<5t in wcakncfs. Moft gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Chrift may reft u^wn me. 
^ X Heb. xi. 24, 25, 26, By faith Alofes, when he was come tff 
years, refufed to be called the fon of Pharcah's daughter; choof- 
mg rather to fuflfcr affliction v.-ith the people of God, than to en- 
joy the plcafure of fin for a feafon ; eftecming the reproach of 
Chrift greater riches than the treafnres in Egypt ; for he had rcf- 
pe<a unto the recompence of the reward. 

y I Tim. i. 9, God hath faved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to his own pur- 
pofc and grace which was given us in Chrift Jefus, before the 
world began. Titus iii. 5, Not by works of rightcoufnefs, which 
we have done, but according to his mercy he faved us by the wafli- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft. 

X. Gen. XV. i, After thcfe things the word of the Lord came un- 
to Abram in a vifion, faying. Fear not, Abram ; I am thy fhield, 
and thy exceeding great reward. Pfalm IxxiiL 25, 26, Whom, 
have I in heaven but thee } and there is none upon earth that I 
defire befide thee. My flefh and my heart faileth ; but God is the. 
ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 
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But Where's the earning work fo broad. 
To fet me up an heir of God ? a 

Rewards of debt, rewards of grace, 
Are oppolites in every cafe ; 6 
Yet fure I am they'll both agree 
Moft jointly in rewarding me. c 

Though hell's my juft reward for fm d 
Heav*n as my jull reward I'll win. e 
Both thefc my juft rewards I know, 
Yet truly neither of tliem fo.* 

a Ezck. Tcxxvl. 31, Net for your fakes do I this, faith the Lord 
God, be it known unto you ; be afliamed and confounded for your 
own ways, O houfe of Ifracl. Rom. viii. 16, 17, The Spirit itfelf 
bcarcth witncfs with our fpirit, that wc arc the cliildren of God, 
And if children, then Jicirs ; Iieirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Chrift. 

6 Rom. iv. 4, New to l:Im tliat worketh, is the reward not rec- 
koned of grace, but of debt. 

c Pfalm Iviii. 11, Verily there is a reward for the righteous; 
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth. Ifa. Ixii. 11, Behold 
the l^ord hath proclaimed unto the end of the world, Say yc ta 
the daughter of Zion, Behold, thy falvation cometh ; behold, hit 
reward i» with him, and his work before him. 

d Rom, vl 21, What fruit had ye then iu thofe tilings, whero* 
of yc are now afliamed ? for the end of thofc things is death. •; 
aj, The wages of fm is death. Eph. v. 6, Let no man deceive ytm 
with vain words ; for becaufe of thefe things cometii the wrath of 
God upon the children of difobedience. Gal. iii, 10, For as many 
as are of the works of the law, are under the curfe ; for it is writ- 
ten, Curfcd is every one that continueth not in all things which 
are written in the book of the law to do them. 

e Gal. iii. 13, 14, Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
taw, being made a curfe for us ; for it is written, Curfed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree ; that the bleOing of Abrahami might 
come on the Gentiles thro' Jefus Chrift ; that we might receive 
the promife of the Spirit through faith. Eph. i. 13, 14, In Chrift 
alfo after that ye believed, ye were fealed with that holy Spirit of 
promife, whi ch is the earneft of our inheritance until the redemp- 
tion of the purchafed poflcffion, unto the praifc of his glory. Rom.. 
T. 21, Grace reigns through righteousnefs unto eternal life, by Jt- 
fus Chrift our Lord. A.nd vi. 23, The gift of God is eternal 1i£gl 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

* Through thcfe oppoiite voices of law and gofpel. 
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Hell can't in juftice be my lot> 
Since juftice fatisfa<5tion got ;/ 
Nor heaven in juftice be my fhare, 
Since mercy only brings me there. ^ 

Yet heaven is mine by folemn oathj 
In juftice and in mercy both : h 
And God in Chrift. is all my truft, 
Becaufe he's merciful and juft. i 

f Rom. iii. 25, a6, Whom God hath fct forth to he a propitia- 
n, through faith jn his blood, to declare his righteouihefs for 
: remifllon of fins that are paft, through the forbearance of God; 
declare, I fay, at this time his righteoufnefs, that he might be 
\f and tlie jufhfier of him which believeth in Jefus. 
f Romans ix. 15, 16, God faith to Mofes, I will liave mercy on 
lom I will have mercy, and I will have compaiBon on whom I 
II have compaflion. So then it is not of him that willcth, nor 
him that runneth ; but of God that ilieweth mercy. Tit. iii.' 4, 
7, But after that the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour to- 
ird man appeared, not by works of righteoufnefs which we have 
ne, but according to his mercy he faved us by the wafting of 
generation, and rcncAving of the Holy Ghoft ; which he died on 
abundantly through Jefus Chrift our Saviour ; that being jufti* 
d by his grace, we fhould be made heirs according to the hope 
eternal life. 

b Pfalm Ixxxix. $5, 36, Once have I fworn by my holinefs, that 
IfiU not lie unto David. His feed fhall endure for ever, and hit 
rone as the fun before me. Heb. vi. 17, i8. Wherein God will- 
5 more abundantly to {hew unto the heirs of promife the im- 
itability of his counfel, confirmed it by an oath ; that by two 
mutable things, % which it was impoflible for God to lie, we 
ght have a ftrong confolation, who have fled for rcfug« to lay 
Id upon the hope fct before us. Pfalm Ixxxix. 14, Juftice and 
igment are the habitation of thy throne ; mercy and truth (hall 
before thy face. v. 16, In thy name fhall they rejoice all the 
y ; and in thy righteoufnefs ftiall they be exalted, v. 14, But my 
thfulnefs and my mercy fliall be within him [David my fcrvant] 
d in thy name mall his horn be exalted, v. a8. My mercy will 
xep for him for evermore, and my covenant fliedl ftand faft 
th him. 

» Heb. ii. 17, Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made 
:e unto his brethren ; that he might be a merciful and faithful 
jh jprieft, in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
: tne fins of the people. 1 John i. 6, 8, 9, If we walk in the 
ht, as God is in the lip;ht, we hav«; fcUowfliip one with another, 
d the blood of Jefus Chrift the Son cleanfcth us from ail fin. If 
: fay that we have co fin, wt drceivc ourfclvcs, and the truth 
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CONCLUSION. I 

Herb is the iiddle, where*s the man I 

Of judgment to expoiir.d ? I 

For mafters fam'd that cannot fcan^ 

In Ifrael may be found, a \ 

We juftly thofe in wifdom's lift | 

Eflablifh'd faints may call, 
Whofe bitter fweet experience bleft 

Can clearly grafp it all. h . ' 

Some babes in grace may mint • and mar, ♦ effisq* 

Yet aiming right fucceed : c 
But ftrangers they in Ifrael are, 

Wlio not at all can read, d 

is not in us. If we confefs our fins he is faithful and jufl to foB^ 
give us our fins, and to clc-anfe us from all unrighteoufnefs. 

a John iii. 10, Jefus anfwercd and faid unto Nicodemus, Art 
thou a maftcr of Ifrael, and knowtft not thcfc things ? 

6 Matth. xL 35, At that time Jefus anfwered and faid, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe thou haft hid 
thefe things from tlie wife and prudent, and haft revealed theia 
unto habes. And xiii. 11, Jefus arifwcred and faid unto his diici* 
pics, Becaufe it is given unto you to know the myfterics of the 
kingdom of heaven, but to them it is nut given. 

c 1 Cor. iii. i, 2, And I, brethren, could not fpeak unto yoa M 
unto fpiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto babes in ChrifL I 
have fed you with milk, and not with meat; for hitherto ye weiC 
pot able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able. Heb. ▼. xsi, 13, 
14, For when for the time ye ouv;ht to be te^^ers, ye have need 
that one teach you again which be the firft principles of the ora- 
cles of God, and are become fueh as have need of milk, and not 
of (brong meat. For every one that ufeth milk is unikilful in the 
word of righteoufnefs ; for he is a babe. But fhrong meat bclong- 
cth to them that are of full age, even thofe who, by reafon of ufe| 
have their fenfes exereifed to difcern both good and eviL And 
vi. I, Therefore leaving the principles of the dodlrine of Chrift^ 
let us go on unto perfe^Stion ; not laying again the foundation of 
repentance from dead works, and of faith towards God, &c. i John 
iL 12, 13, I write unto you, little children, becaufe your fint are 
forgiven you for his name*8 fake.~I write unto you, little children^ 
becaufe ye have known the Father. 

d 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4, But if our gofpel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are loft; in whom the god of this world hath blindtd the minds of 
them which believe not, left the light of the glorious giWpcl of 
Chrlfti who is the image of God, ftiould ihine unto them.. 
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GOSPEL SONNETS. 

PART ir, 

THE 

BELIEVER'S LODGING AND INN WHILE ON EARTH; 

OR, 
A POEM AND PARAPHRA8K UPON P8ALM LXXXIV. . 

Ven I. How amiable are thy tabernacles^ Lord of hoflt ! 



J 



EHOVAH, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, 
Sole Monarch of the univerfal hoft, 
Whom the attendant armies ftill revere. 
Which in bright robes furround the higher fphere ; 
Whofe fovereign empire fways the heliifh band 
Of ranked legions in the infernal land ; 
Who hold'ft the earth at thy unrivall'd beck. 
And ftayeft proud forces with a humbling check; 
Ev*n thou whofe name commands an awful dread, 
Yet deigns to dwell with man in very deed ; 
O what refrefhment fills the dwelling place 
Of thine exuberant unbounded grace ! 
Which with fweet power does joy and praife extort, 
In Zion's tents, thine ever lov'd refort : 
Where glad'ning ftreams of mercy from above 
IMake fouls brim full of warm feraphic love. 
Of fweeteft odours all thy garment fmells ; 
Thy difmal abfence proves a thoufand hells, 
But heavens of joy are where thine honour dwells 



] 



Ver. 2. My foul longeth, yea even falnteth for the courts of 
the Lord : my heart and my flejh crieth out for the Ivwng 
God» 

Therefore on thee I centre my defire. 
Which vehemently burfts out in ardent fire. 
Deprived, ah ! I languidi in my plaint. 
My bones are feeble^ and my fpirits faint. 



240 GOSPEL SONNETS. Pa^tT 

My lon|»ing fonl pants to behold again 
Thy temple fiU'd with thy majeftic train ; 
Thofe palaces with heavenly odour ftiew'd. 
And regal courts, where Zion's King is viewed : 
To fee the beauty of tlie higheft One, 
Upon his holy mount, his lofty tlirone : 
Whence virtue running from the living Head 
Reftores the dying and revives the dead : 
For him my heart with cries repeated founds, 
To which my flefh witli echo loud rebounds 
Tot him, for him, who life in death can give, "| 
For Iiim, for him, whofe fole prerogative v 

Is from and to eternity to live. J 

Vcr. 3. Terr, the fparro*w hath found mi houfey an J tbe f<Wi 
hnv a mjl for berftlf *where Jhe may lay her youngs c% 
thins aiiarsy Lord of hoflsy my King and my God, 

Alas ! how from thy lovely dwellings I, 
Long banilh'd, do tlie happy birds envy ; 
Which, chooiing thy high altars for tiieir neft. 
On rafters of thy tabernacle reft ! 
Here dwells the fparrow of a chirping tongue, 
And here the fwaJlow lays her tender young ; 
Faint facrilege, they feize the /Iicred fpot, 
And feem to glory o'er my abfent lot. 
Yet fure I have more fpecial right to thee 
Than all the brutal hods of earth and fea ; 
That Sovereign at whofe government they bow. 
Is wholly mine by his eternal vow ; 
My King to rule my heart and quell my foes, 
>Iy God t' extm^Sl my well from prefent woes, 
And crown witli endlefs glory at the clofe. 

Ver. 4. Bhjfcd are they thai dwelt in thy houfe ; thy *tvi 

he Jliil pratfing thee, 
# 
O happy they that haunt thy houfe below. 
And to thy royal fanduary flow : 
Not for itfelf, but for the glorious One, 
Wlio there inhabits his ere^ed throne ! 
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Others pafs by, but here their dwelling is ! 
O happy people crownM with bays of blifs ! 
Blefs'd with the fplendid luftre of his face, 
Blefs'd with the high melodious found of grace, 
That wakens fouls into a fweet amaze. 
And turns their fpirits to a harp of pralfe ; 
Which loudly makes the lower temple ring 
With hallelujahs to the mighty King : 
And thus they antedate the nobler fong '% 

Of that celeftial and triumphant throng, > 

Who warbte notes of praife eternity along. J 

Ver. 5. Bleffid Is the man whofe Jlrength is in thee ••— 

What weights of blifs their happy flioulders load, 
Whofe ftrength lies treafur'd in a potent God ? 
Self drained fouls, yet flowing to die brim, 
Becaufe void in themfelves, but full in him. 
Adam the firft difcufs'd their (lock of ftiength, 
The fecond well retrieved the fum at length ; 
Who keeps himfelf a furer hand indeed. 
To give not as they lift, but as they need. 
When raging furies tlireaten fudden harms. 
He then extends his everlafting aims ; 
"When fatan drives his pointed fiery darts. 
He gives them courage and undaunted hearts 
To quell his deadly force with divine (kill, 
And adds new ftrength to do their Sovereign's will : 
When fore harafs'd by fome outrageous luft. 
He levelling its power unto the duft 
Makes faints to own him worthy of their trufi* 






Ver. 6. In wbofe hearts are the *ivays of them, who pafflng 
through the valley of Baccay make it a well: the rain alfo 
filleth the pools. 

Such heav'n bom fouls are not to earth confin'd. 
Truth's highway fills his elevated mind : 
They, bound for Zion, prefs with forward aim. 
As Ifra'ls males to old Jerufalem. 

W 
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Their holy path lies through a parched land. 
Through pppofitions numerous and granil. 
Traverfing Icorched deferts, ragged rocks, 
And Dacca's wither'd vale, hke chirfty flocks : 
Yet with unihaten vigour homeward go, 
Not mov'd by all oppofingiiarmshelow. 
Thej- digging wills on this Gilboa top, 
The vale of Achor yields adoor of hope: 
For Heav'n in plenty does their labour crown. 
By making filver fliow'rs to trickle down j 
Till empty pools imbibe a pleafant iill, 1 
And weary Jbuls are heart'ncd Up the hill, t 
By mafly drops of joy which down diftil. J 

Vi;r. 7. They go from fircnglh to Jlnngtk, e-verj one of tbf, 
in Zian appeareth before Qsii. 

Thus they, refreflied by fuperior aid. 
Are not definigated nor difmay'd \ 
Becaufe they are, O truth of awful dread ! 
As potent as Jehovah io their Head. 
Hence they fliall travel with triumphant minds. 
In fpite of ragged paths and boiJt'rous winds. 
The roughell ways their vigour ne'er abates. 
Each new aflault their flrength redintegrates. 
When they through mortal blows feem to give o'er. 
Their (Irength by iutermiting gathers more. 
And thus they, with unweary'd zeal endued. 
Still as they journey have tlieir ftrength renew'd : 
So glorious IS the race, that once begun 
Each one contends his fellow to outrun j 
Till all uniting in a glorious band, 
Before the Lamb's high throne adoring Hand, 
And harp his lofty praife in Zion lajid. 

Ver. 8. Lord God of hojis, hear mj prayer : giite ear, C 
God of Jacob. 

Great God of num'rous hoils, who reigns alone 
The fole polTefTor of th' imperial throne ; 
SJDce raeuul taftes of thy dehcious grace 
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So fweetly relifh in thy holy place, 
This is the fubjedl of my tabled prayer. 
To have the vidon of tl*y glory there. 
O let my cry pierce the ethereal frame. 
And mercy's echo follow down the fame* 
Omnifcient Being, favour my defire, 
Hide not thy goodnefs in paternal ire : 
Why, thou haft given in an eternal band 
To Jacob and his feed thy royal hand. 
And promised by thy facred Deity, *! 

His King and covenanted God to be : > 

Therefore my hopes are centered all in thee. J 

Ver. 9. Behold^ Gody ourjhield^ and look uffbn the face of 

thine anointed. 

Omnipotent, whofe armour none can wield, 
Zion's great buckler and defenfrve (hield ; 
Thy pure untainted eyes cannot behold 
Deformed mortals in their finful mould : 
Unlefs their names be graved on tlie breaft 
Of Zion's holy confecratsd Prieft. 
When they his white and glorious garment wear. 
Then fin and guilt both wholly difappear : 
Becaufe overwhelmed in the crimfon flood. 
And ocean of a dying Surety's blood : 
They alfo, vefted wim his radiant grace,. 
Refle<5l the lulire of his holy faco. 
They're not themf elves now, but divinely trimv 
For wholly what they are, they are in him : 
And hence Jehovah's all difceming eye 
Cannot in them efpy deformity. 
Then look on him, Lord ; and in him on me. 



J 



Ver. 10. For a day in thy courts is letter than a thoufand :■ 
I had rather be a door keeper in the houfe of my Gody than 
to dwell in the tents of ivichednefs. 

May I poflefs, as thy domeftic child, 
The houfe that by Jehovah's name is ftyl'd ; 
For royal glories djck tliofe courts of thine. 
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Which with majeftic rays fo brightly fliinc. 

That Ihould my mind prcfentlin earth of gold. 

As full of worldly joys as earth can liold : 

Sweet grace fo fills thy houfe, I'd grudge to ipace 

One moment here, for thoufand ages therow 

No earthly objeA fhall my love confine, i 

That Being which pofFc^es all, is mine. 

My fpirit tnerefore rather would embrace 

The meaneft oflSce in his holy place. 

And by the threfhold of his houfe within, 

Thau fit in fplendour on a throne of fm. 

In Jefus' courts Pd choofe the loweft place. 

At his faints' feet, fo I might fee his face. 

Yea, tbo' my lamp of outward peace ihould bum > 

Moll brightly^ yet I would ince/Tant mourn, L 

While in a wicked Meiech I fojoum. J 

Ver. II. For the Lord God Is a fun andJhUtU: the Lord 
*wUl give grace and glory ; no good thing will he tvithhold 
frtm them that walk uprightly. ■ 

For God the Lord, whofe courts I love to hatmt. 
Is ev'ry thing that empty fouls can want ; 
A fun for light, a fhield for ftrength ; yea, more. 
On earth he gives his grace, in heav'n his glore. 
This radiant fun, of liie and light the fource ; 
Scatters the (hades by circumambient courfe ; 
Yea, guides bemifted fouls with heartfome beams^ 
And glonoufly irradiating gleams. 
This mafly fhield is polifh'd bright with power. 
For helping weaklings in a per'lous hour. 
Here's all that weary travellers would have, 
A fun to ckerifh, and a fhield to fave. 
Grace alfo here is given t' adorn the foul. 
And yield to glory in the heav'nly pole. 
All divine treiiiure to the faint is due ; 
Nothing's deny'd, if truth itfelf be tnie. 
The treafure is fo vaft it can't be told ; 
Nothing that God can give, will God withhold. 
To whom he doth his faving grace impart, 
To them he gives himfelf, his hand,. his heart : 
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Uprightnefs too of heart and life does fall 

Unto their fh^re, who having him, have all. 

In them tlie grace he gives, he ftill regards 5. 

Gives holinefs, and then his gift rewards. 

For to his own upright and divine brood T 

He's bound to grant ev'n all that's great and good, > 

By's own fure word, firm oath, and facred blood. j 

Ver. 12. Lord of hojis^ hlejfed is the man that tntjleth in 

thee* 

O then, Jehovah, God of armies ftrong. 
To whom the powers of earth and heav'n belong ; 
How vaftly bleffed is the fixed man. 
Who by a firm fiducial boldnefs can, 
Through grace and ftrength diipenfed from above, 
So fweetly fcan the height of divine love^ 
As to derive his comfort wholly thence. 
And on this rock to found his confidence ! 
Whofe faith has rear'd up for a firm abode 
A ftable building on a living God ? 
Who, fpoiPd of human props both great and fmall,. 
Does choofe a tri-une deity for all I 
Wliat fcroUs of blifs are in this jifll inroU'dj 
Is too fublime for feraph*s to unfold. 
Sill, human wifdom, in a deep amaze ! 
Let rapid floods of life his glory raife. 
Till time be drown'd in his eternal praifeu 
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A fourfold Exercife for the Believer in his 

Lodging on earth. 

L THE HOLT LAW. 

OR, 

The Ten Commandments, Exod. xx. 3 — 174 

f. No God but me thou fhalt adore. 

2. No image frame to bow before. 

3. My holy name take not in vain. 

4. My facred fabbath don't profane.. 

\v 2 
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5. To parents render due refpeA. 

6. All murder fhun, and malice check. 

7. From filth and whoredom bafe abftain ; 

8. From tlieft and all unlawful gain. 

9. Falfe witnefs flee, and flandenng fpite ; 
10. Nor covet what's thy neighbour's right. 

II. 37v' Unholy Hearty the direB oppo/ite of God's Ihh 
and righteous Law^ Rom. vii. 14. 

OR, 

Tlie Knowledge of Sin by the Law, Rom. iii. 20. 

1 . My heart's to many gods a flare ; 

2. Of imagery an hideous cave. 

3. An hoard of God dishon'ring crimes j 

4. A waiter bafe of holy times ; 

5. A throne of pride and felf-conceit % 

6. A flaughter houfe of wrath and hate ; 

7. A cage of birds and thoughts unclean ; 

8. A den of thieves and frauds unfeen \ 

9. A heap of calumnies unfpent ; 
10. A gulph of greed and difcontent. 

III. The Glorious Go/pel; 

OR, 

Chrift the end of the Law for Righteoufnefs, Rom. x 
4 ; and the abfolute need of this remedy inferred fron 
the premifes. 

Hence I conclude, and clearly fee, 
There's by the law no life for me ; 
Which damns each foul to endlefs thrall 
Whofe heart and life fulfil not all. 
What fhall I do, unlefs for bail 
I from the law to grace appeal ? 
She reigns dirough Jefus rig!iteoufnefs, 
Which, giving juilice full redrefs. 
On grace's door this motto grav'd, 
'Let iin be daxntf d, and ixonet^ CavM.' 
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O wifdom's deep myfterious way ! "j 

J^o, at this door I'll waiting ftay, V 

Till fin and hiell both" pafs away, J 

But in this blifs to fhew my part, "J 

Grant, thro' thy law grav'd in my heart, > 
My life may fliew thy gravmg art. J 



IV. Tke Prayer of Faith, 

Which may be conceived in the following words of a 

certain author : 

Sim tuus in vita, tua fmt mea funera, Chrifie ; 

Da, precor, imperii fcepira tenere tui. 
Cur etenim moriens, tot vulnera faeva tulifti. 

Si non fum regni portip parva tui ? 

Cur rigido latuit tua vita inclufa fepulchro. 
Si non eft mea mors morte fugat^ tua ? 

Ergo mihi certam praeftes, O Chrifte, falutem ; 
Meque tuo lotum fanguine, Chrifte, juva. 

tVbich may be thus EngU/bed .• 

Jefus I'm thine in life and death, 

Oh let me conquering hold thy throne, 

Why fhar'd the crofs thy vital breath. 
If not to make me ihar^s thy crown ? 

Why laid in jail of cruel grave. 

If not thy death from death me free ? 

Then, Lord, infure the bliis I crave, 
Seal'd with thy blpoc)^ and fuccour me. 



GOSPEL SONNETS. 

PART F. 

The Believer's Soliloquy, efpeciially in times, 
defertion, diftrefs, affliction, &c» 



: 
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SECT. I. The dcferted BeUever longing for perfeB freed 

fi'om Jtn» 

A.H mournful cafe ! what can afford! 

Contentment wlien an abfent Lord 
Will now his kindnefs never prove 
By fmiles of grace nor lines of love ! 

What heart can joy, what foul can fing. 
While winter overruns the iprinff ! 
I die, yet can't my death condole ; 
Lord, fave a dying, drooping foul.. 

In pain, yet unconcem'd 1 live, 
And languifii when I ihould believe* 
Lord, if thou ceafe to come and ftay, 
My foul in fin will pine away.. 

In fin, whofe ill no tongue can tell. 
To live is death, to die is hell ; 
O fave, if not from thrall's arreft, 
Yet fave me. Lord, from fin at lead. 

This for his merit's fake I feek, 
Wliofe blood and wounds do mercy ipeak ;. 
Who left the rank of glorious choirs, 
And heavenly flowers for eardily briers. 

Our Sampfon took an holy nap 
Upon our feeble nature's lap ; 
He, wand'ring in a pilgrim's weed, 
Did tafle our griefs to help our need. . 

Earth's fury did upon him light $ 
How black was Herod's cruel fpite, 
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Who, to be fure of murde ring one. 
Left he be fpar'd did pity none ! 

Hell hunts the babe a few days old . 
That came to rifle Satan's fold ; 
All hands purfued him even to death, 
That came.to fave fioim fin and wrath. 

O mercy ignorant of bounds, 

Which all created thought confounds I 

He ran outright a faving rac e 

For them that unto death him chafe. 

O fm, how heavy is thy weight 
That prefs'd the glorious God of might ! 
Till, proftrate oh the freezing gjround. 
He fweat his clotted blood around 1 

His hand the ponderous globe does prop. 

This weight ne'er made him fweat a drop ; 

But when fin's load upon him lies, . 

He falls, and fweats, and groans, and dies. i ' 

Al^s. I if God fmk under fin, 
How (hall the man that dies therein ! 
How deeply down, when to the load 
He adds the fiighted blood of God i 

"Lord, let thy fall my riie obtain, 
Thy grievous (hame my glory gain ; 
Thy crofs my Ufting crown procure* - 
Thy death my endlefs life iniure. 

O fend me down a dra«ght of love. 
Or take me henc^ to drink abpve ; 
Here Marah's water fills my cup. 
But there all griefs are fwallowed up. 

Love here is fcarce a faint defire, 
But tliere the fpark's a flaming fire. 
Joys here aie drops that pafiing flee. 
But there an overflowing fea. 

My faith that fees fo darkly here, 
Will there refign to vifion clear ; 
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My hope, that's here a weary groan. 
Will to fruition yield the tlirone. 

Here fetters hamper freedom's wing. 
But there the captive is a king ; 
And grace is like a buried feed. 
But fmners there are faints indeed. 

Thy portion here's a crumb at beft. 
But there, the Lamb's eternal feail ; 
My praife is now a fmother'd fire. 
But there I'll fing and never tire. 

Now dufky fhadows cloud my day, 
But then the (hades will flee away ; 
My Lord will break the dimming gla/s. 
And fliew his glory face to face. 

My numerous foes now beat ine down^ 

But then I'll wear the vigor's crown ;. 

Yet all tlie revenues I'll bring 

To Z ion's everlafting King.. , 

SECT. II. The deferted BeTutyer*! prayer under comphuntK 
of unbelief y darhnefs^ deadnefs^ and hardtiefs*, 

What means this wicked, warid'ring heart? 

This trembling ague of my foul? 
Would Jefus but a look impart, 

One look from him would make me whole;- 

But will he turn to me his face, ' ' 

From whom he juftly did withdraw ? 

To me that flighted aU that grace 
I in my paft experience faw ? 

Lord, for thy promife fake, return. 
Apply thy pard'ning, cleanfing blood ; 

Look down with pity on a worm. 
With covenant mercy do me good. 

When thy free Spirit the word applies, 
And kindly tells me thou art mine. 

My faithlefs fmking heart replies, 
Ah, Lord ! I wifh I could be thine. 
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M7 faith's fo 'nighted in my doubts, \ 

I caft the offer'd good away ; 
And lofe, by railing vain difputes, 

The wonted bleflings of the day. 

Was e'er one prefs'd with fuch a load, 
Or pierc'd with fuch an unfcen dart : 

To find at once an abfent God, 
And yet, alas I a carelefs heart ? 

Such grief is mine, a grieflefs grief, 

Did ever any mortal fhare ? 
An hopelefs hope, a lifelefs life. 

Or fuch unwonted carelefs care ? 

*Tis fad. Lord ! when for night's folace, 
Nor moon, nor ftarry gleams appear : 

Yet worfe, when in this difmal cafe 
My heart is harden'd from thy fear. 

'Twas not becaufe no fhowers did flow 

Of heavenly manna at my door ; 
But by my folly I'm into 

A worfe condition than before. 

Come, Lord, wich greater power ; for why. 

Mine fure is not a common cafe : 
Thou offered to unvail ; yet I 

Do fcarce incline to fee thy face. 

Such languid faint defires I feel 

Within this wicked flupid heart : 
I fhoiild, I would, but that I will 

I hardly dare with truth affert. 

to be free of that vile wrack, 

That bafely keeps me from my God ! 

1 flee from thee, Lord ; bring me back 
By tender love, or by thy rod. 

In paths of righteoufnefs dire<El, 

New proofs of thy remifljon give ; 
Then of thy name I'll mention make 

With grateful praifes while I live. 
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On basics of merqr*s boundlefs deep, 
Witli fwifter eale I'll foar and fine, 

Than kings of feathered hofts, that iweep 
The oozy Ihore with eafy wing. 

But if thy mind omnifcient know 

I'm for this abftnt blifs unfit, 
Give grace to hate my fins, and to 

Their righteous punifhmertt fubmit. 

But let me ne'er my Spirit lack. 

That by his aid my prayers may come 

Before him, who can wifely make 
Ev'n diilance lead his people home. 

Deep wifdom can my foul prepare 

By prefent woes for ab/ent bliis. 
By acid griefs that now I (hare. 

He can convey the joys I mifs. 

Who all from nothing's womb difclos'd. 
Can make th* amazing product ceafe ; 

With him our order is confus'cf. 

By him confufion brings forth peace. 

Then, Iiord, ne'er let me bafely fpum 
Againft thy fearchlefs unknown ways ; 

But magnify thy work, and turn 
My groans aiid murmurs into praife. 

- Let me fubmiflive, while I live, ^ 
Thy awful juftice own with fear ; 
Yet penfive let itie never grieve 
Thy tender mercy by defpair. 

Since tliough by fin I foully fwerv'd. 

And lewdly from my glory fell, 
I'm chaften'd here and not i'eferv'd 

To feel the weight of fin and hrfl. 

Thy high right hand's once joyful days' 

In my diifarefs I'll call to mind ; 
And own that all thy darkeft ways 

Will clearly prove thee gootf and kind. 
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LCT. III. T&e Believer wading through dteps of de* 

fertion and corruption* 

Lord, when thy face thou hid'ft, 

And leav'ft me long to plore, 
I faithlefs doubt of all thou didft 

And wrought' ft for me before. 

No marks of love I find, 

No grains of grace, but wracks ; 
No track of heaven is left behind. 

No groans, no fmoking- flax. 

. But fay, if all the gufts 

And grains of love be fpent. 
Say, Farewel Chrift, and welcome lufts : 
Stop, ftop ; I melt, 1 faint. 

Lord, yet thou haft my heart. 

This bargain black I hate ; 
I dare not, cannot, will not part 

With thee at fuch a rate. 

Once, like a father good. 

Thou didft with grace perfume ; 
Waft thou a father to conclude 

Witli dreadful judge's doom ? 

Confirm thy former deed. 

Reform what is defil'd ; 
I was, I am, I ftill abide 

Thy choice, thy charge, tliy child. 

Love-feals thou didft impart, 

Lock'd up in mind I have ; 
Hell cannot rafe out of my heart 

What Heav*n did there engrave. 

Thou once didft make me whole 

By thy almighty hand : 
Thou mad'ft me vow and gift my foul; 

Both vow and gift fhall ftand. 

But, fince my folly grofs. 
My joyful cup did fpill, 
X 
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Make me the captiTe of \hj crofs^ 
Submiflive to thy will. 

Self in myfelf I hate. 

That's matter c^ mj groan ; 
Nor can I rid me from the mate 

That caiifes me to moan. 

frail) inconftant fle(h ! 
Soon trapt in ev'ry gin ; 

Soon tum'dy o'ertum'dy and fo afreffa 
Plung'd in the gulph of fix^ 

Shall I be (lave to fin. 

My Lord's mod bloody fee ! 

1 feel its pow'rful fway within. 

How long fhall it be fo f 

How long) Lord) fhall I day ? 

How long in Mefech here ? 
Difhon'ring thee from day tx> day, 

Whofe name's to me fo dear } 

While fm, Lord) breeds my grief. 

And makes me fadly pine ; 
With blinks o£ grace, O e^ant relief. 

Till beams of glory fhine* 

SECT* IV. Complaint ofjin^ farrow f and qvant of h 

A* 
If black-Tdoom by defert fhould gO) 

Then, Lord, my due defert is death ; 
Which robs from fouls immortal joy. 
And from their bodies mortal breath. 

But in fo great a Saviour, 
Can e'er fo bafe a worm's annoy 

Add any glory to thy pow*r. 
Or any gladnefs to diy joy ? 

Thou jufUy may'ft me doom to death, 

And everlafting flames of fire ; 
But on a i^etch to pour thy^ wrath 

Can never fure be worth thine ire. 



:«.1V. THE BELIEVER'S SOLILOQUY. t;s 

Since Jefus the atonement wasy 

Let tender mercy me releafe ; 
Let him be umpire of my caufe, 

And pafs the gladfome doom of peace. 

Let grace forgive and love forget 

My bafe, my vile apoftacy ; 
And temper thy deferved hate 

With love and mercy towards me. 

The ruffling winds and raging blafts 

Hold me in conflant cruel chace ; 
They break my anchors, fails, and mafts> 

Allowing no repofmg place. 

The boift'rous feas with fwelling floods, 

On every lide againil me fight. 
Heaven, overcaft with ilormy clouds, 

Dims all the planets' guiding light. 

The hellifh furies lie in wait, 

To win my foul into their pow'r ; 
To make me bite at ev'ry bait, 

And thus my killing bane devour. 

I lie enchain'd in iln and thrall. 

Next border unto black defpair 5 
Till grace reftore, and of my fall 

The doleful ruins all repair. 

My hov'ring thoughts would fl^ to glore. 

And neftle fafe above the iky j, ^ 
Fain would my trembling (hip afhpre 

At that fure anchor quiet lie. 

But mounting thoughts are haled down 

With heavy poife of corrupt load $ 
And bluft'ring dorms deny with frown 

An harbour of fecure abode. 

To drown the wight that wakes the blaft. 

Thy iin-fubduing grace afford ; 
The ftorm might ceafe, could I but caft 

This troublous Jojiab overboard. 
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Bafe flefli, with flefaly pleafures gainM, \ 

Sweet grace's kindly fuit declines : 
When mercy courts nie for its friend. 

Anon my fordid flefh repines. 

Soar up, my foul, to Tabor hill, I 

Caft oiF this loathfome prcfling load ; I 

Long is the date of thine exile, i 

While abfent from the Lord thy God. 1 

Dote not on earthly weeds and toys, 
Which do not, cannot fuit thy tafte : 

The flowers of everlafting joys 
Grow up apace for thy repaft. 

Slth that the glorious God above 

In Jefus bears a love to thee ; 
How bafe, how brutifli is thy love 

Of any being lefs than he ? ] 

Who for thy love did choofe thy grief, 

Content in love to live and die : 
Who lov'd thy love more than his life. 

And with his life thy love did buy. 

Since then the God of richeft love 
With thy poor love enamour'd is ; 

How high a crime will thee reprove 
If not enamour'd deep with his ? 

Since on the verdant field of grace . ^ ' 
His love does thine fo hot purfue ; 

Let love meet love with chafte embrace. 
Thy mite a thoufand fold is due. 

Rife, love, thou early heaven, and fing. 

Young little dawn of endlefs day : 
I'll on thy mounting fiery wing 

In joyful raptures melt away. 

SECT. V. The dcftrted SouVs prayer for the JLord^s gra* 
do us and fm-fuhduiag frejcnce, 

3\i\'D Jefus, come in lovo to me. 
And make no longer ilay j 
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Or elfe receive my foul to thee, 
That breathes to be away. 

A Lazar at thy gate I lie. 

As well it me becomes. 
For children's bread afham'd to cry : 

O grant a dog the crumbs* 

. My wounds and rags my need proclaim. 

They needful help infure : 
My wounds bearwitnefs that I'm lame. 
My rags that I am poor. 

Thou many at thy door doft feed 

With mercy when diftreft ; 
O wilt thou not fhew an alms deed 

To me among the reft ? 

JNone elfe can give my foul relief. 

None elfe can eafe my moan. 
But he whofe abfence is my grief t 

All other joys be gone. 

How can I ceafe horn fad cpmplaint. 

How can I be at reft ? 
My mind can never be content 

To want my noble gueft* 

Drop down, mine eyes, and never tire> 

^afe not on any terms, 
Uiffil I have my heart's defire. 

My Lord wiUiin mine arms. 

My heart, my hand, my fpirits failr 

When hiding off he goes ; 
My flefh, my toes, my Tufts prevail^ 

And work my daily woes. 

When fhall I fee that glorious fight 

Will all my fins de&oy ? 
That Lord «>f love, that lamp of lights 

Will baniih all annoy ? 

O could I but from finning cea&t 
And wait on Fifgah's bOU 
X z 
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Until I fee him face to face, 
Then llioulJ my foul ba ftill. 

But fmce corruption cleaves to me 

While I in Kedar dwell ; 
O give me leave to long for thee^ 

For abfence is a hell. 

Thy glory (hould be dear to me. 

Who me fo dear haft bought : 
O fave from rend'ring ill to tliee 

For good which thou haft wrought. 

With fear I crave, with hope I cry, 
• Oh promised favour fend ; 
Be thou thyielf, tliough changeling I 
Ungratefully offend. 

Out of thy way remove the lets, 

Cleaniie this polluted den ; 
Tender my fuits, cancel my debts : 

Sweet Jefns, fay Amen. 

SECT. VI. T/je Song of Heaven defired by Saints «i 

Earth. 

Aurora vails her rofy face 
When brighter Phoebus takes her place ; 
So glad will grace refign her room 
To glory in the heavenly home. 

Ha[Vpy the company that's gone 

From crofs to crown, from thrall to throne ; 

How loud they fmg upon the Ihore, 

To which they faiPd in heait before ! 

Blefs'd are the dead, yea, faitli the word, 
Th<it die in Chrifl the living Lord, 
And on the other fide of death 
Thus joyful fpend their praifing breath : 

" Death from all death has fet us free, 
** And will our gain for ever be ; 
" Death loos'd the maify chain of wo. 
To let the mournful captives go. 
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•* Death is to us a fweet repofe ; 
** Tlie bud was op'd to fhew tlie rofc j 
" The cage was broke to let us fly,. 
" And build our happy neft on high^ 

" Lo, here we do triumphant reign, 
" And joyful fing in lofty ft rain : 
*' Lo,'nfcre *w'e reft, and love to be^. 
** Enjoying more tiian faith could fee. 

" The thoufandth part we now behold» 
** By mortal tongues was never told ;. 
it ^y-g gQ^ ^ tafte, but now above 
" We forage in the fields of love^ * 

*' Faith once ftole down a diftant kift, 
** Now love cleaves to the cheek of bliisr 

Beyond the fears of more mifhap 

We gladly reft in glory's lap. 

" Earth was to us a feat of war, 

•* In tlirones of triumph now we are. 

** We long'd to fee our Jefus dear, 

" And fought him there, but find him here,. 

<« We walk in white without annoy^ 
** In glorious galleries of joy : 
" And crown'd with everlafting bays, 
** We rival Cherubs in their praife. 

** No longer we complain of wants, 
" We fee the glorious King of faints, 
** Amidft his joyful hofts around, 
" With all the divine glory crown'd. 

** We fee him at his table head 
** With living water, living bread, 
** His cheerful guefts incenant load 
*^ With all the plentitude of God. 

** We fee the holy flaming fires, 
** Cherubic and feraphic choirs ; 
" And gladly join with thofe on high, 
** To warble praife eternally. 
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" Glory to God that here we camey 
** And ^lory to the glorious Lamb. 
** Our light) our life, our joy, our. all 
*^ Is in our arms, and ever ihalL 

« Our Lord is ours, and we are his ; 
•* Yea, now we fee him as he is : 
«* And hence we like unto him are, 
<< And full his glorious image (hare. 

** No darknefs now, no difmal night, 
** No v^our intercepts the light 5 
** We fee for ever face to face, 
** The hlgheft Prince in highefl place. 

*^ This, this, does heav'n enough afford, 
" We are for ever with the Lord : 
•« We want no more, for all is given ; 
** His prefence is the heart of heav'n.** 

While thus I laid my lift'ning ear 
Clofe to the door of heav'n to hear ; 
And then the facred page did view. 
Which told me all I heard was true ; 

Yet fliew'd me that the heav'nly fong 
Surpaifes ev'ry mortal tongue. 
With fuch unutterable drains 
As none in fett'ring flefh attains s 

Then faid I, " O to mount away* 
" And leave this clog of heavy clay I 
•* Let wings of time more hafty fly, 
« That I may join the fongs on higju'^ 
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GOSPEL SONNETS. 

f/isr ri. 
THE BELIEVER'S PRINCIPLES, 

COMCERKXNO 

I. CREATION AND REDEMPTION, 
a. LAW AND GOSPEL. 

3. JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION. 

4. FAITH AND SENSE. 

5. HEAVEN AND EARTR 



CHAPTER I. 

The Believer's Principles concerning Creation 
and Redemption ; or, fome of the firft prin- 
ciples of the Oracles of God. 

The Jirjl chapter of Gene/is compendlfed ; ory the firjl Seven 
Days Worhjfrom the following Latin Vines Engiybed: 

Jl RIMA dies coelum, & terram, lacemque^ creavit. 

Altera diftendit fpatlum, difcrimen aquanim. 
Tertia fecemens undas, dat gramina terris. 
Quarta creat folem et lunam, coeleftiaque aftra. 
Quinta dedit pifces, eadem genus omne volancum. 
Sexta tulit pecudes, hominem quoque quern Deus ipfe 
Condidit ; inde opens requies lux feptima fulfit. 

In Engli/h thus : 

1. The firft day heav'n, earth, light, Jehovah fent. 

2. The next, a water fund'ring nrmament. 

3. The third made dry land fpring with flowery pride* 

4. The fourth fet up bright lamps time to divide. 

5. The fifth brought fwimming fifh and flying fowl. 

6. The fixch, earth's herds, and man to bear the rule, 

7. The feventh brought forth no more yet brought thelicft^ 
The laboring creatures and Creator's reft. 
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Or thus ; 

The firfl day at Jehovah's word, 

Did heav'ni and earth, and light afford. 

The next, a firm.imcnt fo wide 
As might the waters' courfe divide. 

The third* fevering land from feas^ 

Made earth produce herbs, grafs, and trees. 

' . The fourth, fun, moon and ftars of light, 
8et up to rule the day and night. 

The fifth made fi{h in depths to move, 
And fowls to fly in air above. 

The fixth all earthly beafts did bring. 
And man to be the creatures' king. 

The feventh of all thefe days the beft, 
Was made for God and man to reft. 

Redemption work doth bring again 
The firft of thefe to be the in?.ia. 

Fetching new heav'ns and eartli in fightj, 
And immortality to light. 

Since then the firfl is now the beft. 
Keep well this pledge of endlefs reft. 

The fum of Creation, 
All things from nothing, to their Sovereign Lord. 
Odedient rofe at his commanding word. 
Fair in his eye the whole creation ilood ; 
He faw the buildine and pronounc'd it good.' 
And now each work (while nature's fabric (lands) 
Loud for its wife and mighty Lord demands 
A rent of praife, a loud and lofty fi)ng» 
From ev'ry rational beholder's tongue* 

SECT. IL 0/ Redemption. 

The myftery of the Redeemer's incarnation ; or God manifcftc^t 
in the flcfli. i Tim. iiL i6. John i. 14. 

What though the waters, ftruck witli diead, 
Rife up and form a pyramid I 
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Though floods fhould gufh from rocks and ftones. 
Or living fouls from withered bones ? 

To hear of an incarnate God, 
Is yet more wonderful and odd ; 
Or to behold how God moft high 
Could in our nature breathe and die. 

What though the bright angelic forms 
Degraded were to crawling worms ? 
Thefe creatures were but ci-eatures ftill, ^ 

Transform'd at their Creator's will. 

Though creatures change a thoufand ways, 
It cannot fuch amazement raife, 
Nor fuch a fcene as this difplay. 
The eternal Word a piece of clay. 

God-man a ftrange contexture fix'd ; 
Yet not confufed nor commix'd ; 
Yet ftill a myftery great and frefh, 
A Spirit infinite made fiefk. 

What though when nothing heard his call, 
Nothing obey'd and brought forth all? 
What though he nothing's brood maintain^ 
Or all annihilate again? 

Let nothing into being pafs. 
Or back ac;ain to what it was ? 
But, lo ! the God of iehigs here. 
As tum'd to nothing doth appear* 

All heav'n's aftonifli'd at his form, 
The mighty God became a worm. 
Down Arian pride to him Ihall bow. 
He's Jefus and Jehovah too. 

The/um of Redemption* 

With haughty mind to Godhead man afpir'd. 
With loving mind our manhood God defir'd ; 
Man was by pride from place of pleafure chas'dy 
Go3 man by love m greater pleajiire plac'd. - 
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Man feeking to afcend procur'd our fall, 
God yielding to defcend reraov'd our thrall : 
The judge was call, the guilty to acquit, 
The Sun defac'd to lend the (hades the light. 

SECT. IIL The Redeemer's WorL 

OR, 

Chrift all in all, and our complete Redemption. 

A Go/pel Caiechifm for young Chrljltans. 

QJJESTION. 

Kind teacher, may I come to learn 

In this abrupt addrefs, 
By iraming queftions that concern 

My endlefs happinefs ? 

Avf, Yea, child ; but if you'd learn to run 

The great falvation race. 
Know that the name of Chrift alone 

Can anfwer ev^rj cafe. 

Q. By fin, my God and all is loft, 

O where may God be found ? 
J. In Chrift ; for fo the. Holy Ghoft 

Shews by die joyful found. 

Q. But how will God with finful me < 

Again be reconcil'd \ 
A. In Chrift, in whom his grace to thee 

And favour is reveal'd. 

Q. O how fliall I a fharer prove, 

And fee his glorious grace ? 
A, In Chrift the image of his love. 

And brightnefs of his face. 

Q. Where fliall I feek all divine ftore» 

And without fail obtain ? 
A. In Chrift, in whom for ever more 

His fulnefs dgjth remain. 
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Q, But how ihall I efcape and flee 

Th' avenging wrath of God ? 
j1. In ChriA, who bore upon the tree 

That whole amazing load, 

Q. Alas ! Pm daily apt to ftray, 

How (hall I heav*n-ward make ? 
yf. Through Chrill the confecrated way, 

Defign'd for thee to take. 

Q. 2\h I wherc's my title, right, or claim 

To that eternal blifs ? 
^. In Chrifl: alone, that glorious name^ 

The Lord our righteouihefs. 

Q, But who unfit can enter diere. 

Or with fuch nafty feet ? 
yf. Chrift by his blood prefents thee fair. 

His Spirit makes thee meet. 

Q. But may'nt my fpirit, weak as grafs. 

Fail ere it reach the length ? 
yf. Jefus, the Lord thy righteoufnefs, 

Will be the Lord thy ftrength. 

Q. May'nt hellifh hofts, and wicked foes, 

Sore by the way moleft ? 
-^. Chrift is a friend to bridle thoie, 

And give tlie weary reft. 

Q. May'nt guilty confcience loudly brand. 

And all my comfort chafe ? 
^. Chrift with ^ pardon in his hand 

Can fhew his fmiling face. 

Q. But how can divina mercy vent, 
Where fins are great and throng ? 

A, Chrift is the channel with defcent 
That mercy runs along. 

Q. But may not juftice interpofe. 

And ftand in mercy's way ? 
J. Jefus did all the debt thou owes 

To divine juftice pay. 

Y 
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Q. Wliere (hall mine eyes the pardon {py» 

Unto my faving good ? 
^. In Chrifl's free promiie fee it lie» 

In his atoning blood. 

Q. What ground have I to trod and fay. 

The prom lie is not rain ? 
/I, In Chrift the promifes are Yea» 

In him they are Amen. 

Q* But yxhere is Chrift himfelf» O where 

With promifes fo fweet ? 
yf. Chrift's in the promifes, and there 

Thy faith and he may meet. 

Q. Is Chrift in theni, ahd they in Chrift ? 

How (hall I this defcry ? 
yf. His blood and Spirit therein lift 

To feal and to apply. 

Q. 'Gainft legal fiery threats of wrath, 

Pray, what defence is beft ? 
.y/. Chrift's full obedience ey*d by flith ; 

There fhould the guilty reft. 

i2* But how fhall faith be had ? Ah$ ! 

I find I can^t believe. 
/f. Chrift is the author of that grace. 

And faith is his to give. 

Q. Ahl when may faitfalefe I exped 

He'll fuch a blifs bequeath ? 
^. He will of unbelief convid, 

And pave the way for faith. 

Q. Repentance muft attend, but whence 

Shall I this grace receive ? 
^. Chrift is exalted as a prince 

All needful grace to give. 

Q. How can fo vile a lump of duft 

Heart-holinefs expedl ? 
yi. Chrift by his holy Spirit muft 

This gradual change effed. 
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Q. How (hall I do the works aright 

I'm daily bound unto ? 
A. Chrift in thee, by his Spirit's might. 

Works botli to will and do. 

Q. How fhall my maladies be Ueal'dt, 

So fore mclcfbng mc \ 
A, Chrift is the great Phyficion fesil'd 

The Lord that healeth thee. 

Q. By prayer I ought to feek hift face» 

This courfe how fhall I drive I 
A. 'Tis Gbrift alone that has the grace 

And fp'rit of prayer to give, 

Q. SalvatioQ-woik is great and high» 

Alas ! what fhall I do f 
A. Chrifl as tlie Alpha thereof «yei 

And the Omega too. 

Q. What pillar then is mofl fecure 

To build my hope upon ? 
A. Chrift only the foundation fure» 

The living comer flone* 

Q. When I'm with black pollution ftsua'd^ 

How fhall I cleanfed be \ 
A. Chrift is a fpuntaia for that end 

Set open wide for thee. 

Q. What (hall I do when plaguet abound, 

With forrowsy griefs, and fears ? 
A. Chrift has a balfam for thy wounds, 

A bottle for t}iy tears. 

Q. But is there any help for one 

That utterly is loft ? 
A* Chrift faves from fin, and he alone, 

Ev'n to tlie uttermoft. 

Q. But where fhall I be fafe at laft 

From hell and endlefs death ? 
A. Chrift is a refuge from the blaft 

Of everlafting wrath. 
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Q, But mayn't ev'n natural death to me I 

Become a dreadful thing ? I 

^. Chrifl by his death in love to thee I 

Did every death uniUng. I 

Q. Why, Sir, is Chrift the whole you fay ? I 

No anfwer elfe I find. j 

^. Becaufe, were Chrift our all away, I 

There's nothing left behind. I 

. Q, How can he anfwer every cafe, I 

And help in every thrall ? I 

j1. Becaufe he is the Lord of grace, 
Jehovah, all in all. 

Q. How is he prefent to fupply, I 

And to relieve us thus ? 
j1. Becaufe his glorious name is oigh, 

Immanuel, God with us. 

Q, Has he alone all power to fave, 

Is nothing left to man ? 
j^. Yea, without Chrift we nothing have» 

Without him nothing can. 

Q. Mayn't fome from hence take latitude 

And room their lufts to pleafe ; 
If Chrift do all, then very good. 

Let us take carnal eafe ? 

yf. Chrift will in flaming vengeance come>. 

With fury in his fiace. 
To damn his foes that dare prefume^ 

And thus abufe his grace. 

SECT. IV. Faith and Worts both excluded frtm the mat- 
ter of jujitficatton before God^ that redemption may.afpear 
to be only in Chrift* 

Who dare an holy God addrcfs, 
With an unholy righteoufnefs ? 
Who can endure his awful probe, 
Without perfedion for their robe ? 
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None could his great tribunal face, 
Were faith itfelf their faireft drefs : 
Faith takes the robe, but never brags 
Itfelf has ought but filthy rags. 

Faith claims no (hare, and works far lefs^ 
In juftice-pleafing righteoufnefs ; 
The fervant were to be abhorr'd, 
"Would claim the glory of his lord.. 

Blafphemous unbelief may claim 
The praifes of the worthy Lamb : 
But faith difclaiming all its beft. 
Not on itfelf, but Chrift, will reft. 

l*m fav'd and j-uftify'd by faith. 
Which yet no faving value hath ; 
Nor e'er pretends to fave from thrall 
But in its objetfl has its alL 

'Tis Chrift alone faves guilty me, 
And makes my right to life fo free, 
That ia himfelf it ftands alone : 
Faith takes the right, but gives me noncK 

I dare not ai5l with this intent. 
For afis of mine to draw the rent ; 
Nor do good works with this defign. 
To win the crown by works, of mine^ 

I'd thus the promised grace forfake. 
Nor Jefus for my Saviour take ; 
Yea, this woiild dreadfully prefume,. 
And work mine own eternal doom. , 

Prefumptibn cannot rile more high, 
I'd make the truth of God a lie, 
The God of truth a liar too ! 
What more mifchief could Satail do ? 

Why, I'd difcredit God's record 
Concemii|g Jefus Chrift the Lord, 
His glorious and eternal Son, 
Whofe blood has life eternal won, 

Y 2 
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In him, fays God, this life I give. 
In him fhall therefore men believe, 
My gift embracing in their arms : 
None fhall be fav'd on other terms. 

Vain man muft ftoop and freely take. 
Or elfe embrace a burning lake : 
Proud nature muft fubmit to grace. 
And to the divine righteoufnefs. 

In vain on works our hope is built. 
Our actions nothing are but guilt : 
The beft obedience of our own, 
Dare not appear before his throne* 

What finite worm can bear the load. 
The fury of an angry God ? 
What mortal vigour can withftand 
The vengeance of his lifted hand I 

The law can never fave us now. 
To damn is all that it can do. 
Heaven cafts all righteoufnefs of ours ; 
The law of works is out of doors. 

No merit, money, more or lefs. 
Can buy the gifts of righteoufnefs. 
O may I take what Heaven does give : 
Jehovah help me to believe ; 

And in that righteoufnefs to tnift. 
Which only makes a finner juft. 
And then, the truth of faith to prove, 
Lord, make my faith to work by love^. 
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CHAP. IL 

The Believer's Principles, concerning the 

Law and Gofpel. 

PARTICULARLY 

1. The My fiery "^ 

2. The Difference I r\e t jt ^ r t 

3. The Harmony { Of Law and Gofpel. 

4. The Place aud Station J 

SECT. I. The M^/lery of Law and Go/pel 

X HOUGH law-commands and gofpel-grace 

Agree in mutual joint embrace, a 
Yet law and gofpel in a fKock 
Can never draw an equal yoke, b . 

The law of works, the law of grace> 
Can't ftand together in one place ; 
The brighter fcene deftroys the dark. 
As Dagon fell before tlie ark. c 

a Rom. ilL 31, Do we then make void the law through faith ? 
God forbid ; yea, we cftablifli the law. GaL iii. ai, Is the law then- 
againfl the promifes of God ? God forbid : for if there had been. 
a law given which could have given life, verily righteoufnefa 
ihould have been by the law. 

6 Pfalm cxzx. 3, 4, If thou I^ord fliould mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who (hall (land ? But there is forgivenefs with thee, that thou 
mayeft be feared, v. 7, 8, Let Ifrael hope in the Lord : for with 
the Lord there is mercy, and with him is plenteous redemptioo. 
And he (hall redeem Ifrael from all his iniquities. And cxfiii. %,. 
O Lord, enter not into judgment with thy fervant : for in thj.. 
fight, £hall no man living be jufliiicd. v. 8, Caufe me to hear 
thy loving kindnefs in the morning, for in thee do I truft : cauft 
me to know the way wherein I fhould walk, for I lift up my Ibul 
unto thee. 

• c Raw xvi. 14, 15, Sin fhall not have dominion over you ; for 
ye are not under the law, but under grace. What then f fhall we 
£n, becaufe we are not under the law, but under grace ? God for* 
bid. Chap. vii. 4, 5, 6, Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo are be- 
come dead to the law by the body of Chriil; that ye ihould be 
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They harmonize like marry M pairs, d 
Yet are at odds, and keep not fquares : e 
As mercy (lands from merit far. 
The letter and the fpirit jar./ 

The law does gofjpel comforts harm. 
The ^ofpel breaks the legal arm ; g 
Yet btnh exalt each other's horn, 
And garlands bring their head t' adorn, b 

I through the law am dead to it. 
To legal works and felf conceit 5 i 

married to another, even to him who is raifed from the dead, that 
we (hould bring forth fruit unto God. For when we were in the 
flefh, the motions of fins which were by the law did work in our 
members to bring forth fruit unto death. But now we :ire deliv- 
ered frcan the law, that being dead wherein we were held ; that 
we fliould ferve in newnefs of i'pirit, and not in the oldacfd of the 
letter, a Cor. iii. 7 — 10, But if the mlninration of death, written 
acd enj^vcn in (lones, was glorious, fo that the diildren of Ifra- 
el could not brhold the face of Mofcs, for the glory of his coun- 
tenance, which glory wa» to be done away ; how {hall not the 
miniflrption of the Spirit, be rather glorious ? For if theminiflra- 
tion of condemnation be glory, much more doth the miniftratioa 
of rightcouincfs eiceed in glor\'. For even that which was made 
glorious, hath no glory in this 'refpc<5^, by rcafonof the glory that 
excellctli. 

d Gal. iiL 24, Wherefore the law was our fchool mailer to bring 
us unto Chrifl, th^t wc might be juftified by faith. 

e Rom. xi. 6, And if (cledHon be) by grace, then is it no more 
of works ; othcrwife grace is no more grace. But if it be oC! 
works, then is it no more grace : otherwife work is no moiQ 
work. 

/ 2 Cor. iii. 6, The letter killeth, but the fpirit giveth life. 

V Hcb. ii. 15, And deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their life time fubjecl to bondage. Phii iii. 7, 8, 9, But what' 
things were gain to me, thofe 1 counted lofs for Chrift. Yea» 
doubtlcfs, and 1 count all things but lofs, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord : for whom I have fufiercd 
the lofs of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may vnxk 
Chrift, and be found in him, not having mine owtk rightcoufnefsa 
which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Chrif^ 
die righteoufnefs which is of God by faith. 

6 Gal. iL 19, For I through the law am dead to the law» that X 
might lire unto God. 
' /Rom, viL 6, But now wc a»c de\r?cted ttom xKtYv^^xJftax.'Vi*^ 
-Bb^ 4hMd whcreia wc were badj tbat 'wc iSEio\)\d Sftnfi*\»\«.NraRS.'^. 
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Yet, lo ! through golpel grace I live. 
And to the law due honour give, k 

The law great room for boafting makes, 
But grace my pride and boafting breaks ; / 
Yet all my boails the law do kill, m 
And grace maks room to boafl my £11. n 

The eofpel makes me keep the law o 
Yet from its painful fervice draw ;^ 
It does all law demands fulfil, q 
Yet makes them wholly void and null, r 

of fpirit, and not in the oldncfs of the letter, v. 9, For I was alive 
without the law once ; but when the commandment came, iin re- 
vived, and I died. 

i Rom. vii. 4, Wherefore, my brethren^ye alfo are become dead 
to the law by the body of Chrift ; that ye fhould be married to 
another, even to him who is raifed from the dead, that we fliould 
bring forth fruit unto God. And x. 4, Chrift is the end of the law 
for righteoufnefs to every one that belicveth. 

/ Rom. iii 117, Where is boafHng then ? It is excluded. By what 
law ? of works ? Nay ; but by the law of faith. 

m Rom. iii. 19, Now we know that what things foever the law 
faith, it faith to them who are under the law ; that every mouth 
may be (lopped, and all the world may become, guilty before 
God. 

u I Cor. L 29, 30, 31, That no flefh ihould glory in his prefence. 
But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God is made- unto us 
wifdom, and righteoufnefs, and fan<fli£lcation, and redemption: 
that according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory £a 
the Lord. 

o Titus ii. XI, 12, For the grace of God that bringeth falvatioa 
hath appeared to all men ; teaching us, that denying ungodlineft 
And worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoully, and godly, 
in this preient world. 

^ Gal. V. I, Stand faft therefore in the liberty wherewith Chrift 
bath made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage. 

f Rom. viii. 3, 4, For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the fiefh, God did, fending his own Son, in the like- 
nefs of finfulflefh, and for fin condemned fin in the ileih; that the 
righteoufne^ of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not af- 
ter the jflcfti, but after the Spirit. 

r Rom. vi. 14, Sin £hall not have dominion over you ; for ye arc 
not under the law, but under grace. Gal. iv. 4, 5, But when the 
f ulnefs of the time was come, God fent forth his Son made of a wo- 
man, made under the law^ to redeem them that were under the law. 
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The gofpel gives me no command,/ 
Yet by obeying it I Aand, / 
I'o (Iricl obedience though I call, / 
Does bind to none, but promife all. u 

The law does ftri^ ccmmandment give 
That I the gofpel news belie ->'e ; v 
But yet it teaches no fuch thing, 
Nor e'er could gofpel tidings bring, « 

When I the gofpel truth believt. 
Obedience to the law I give, n 
And when I don't the law* obferve, 
I from the goljpel method fwerve. jr 

/Gal. iik 8, And the fcriptCre forefeeixig that God W011I4 J9/IJ^ 
ty the Heathen through faith, preached before the gDQ>cl unto Ar 
braham, faying, In thee ihall au nations be ble^ed. 

/ Mark xvi. x6, He that belteveth and is baptifed, fhall be favc«^ 

/ I Thefl! i. 7, 8, The Lord Jcfus fliall be revealed from hcaTc% 
with lu8 mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on t^em 
tliat know not God, and that obey not the gofpel of our JLord T^ 
fus Chrift. 

u Jolm ill. 17, God fent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world ; but that the world through him might be faved. And 
ziL 47, And if 4ny man hear my words and believe not, I judge 
him not; for 1 came not to judge the world, but to fave the 
world. Heb. viii. 10, 21, la, For this is the covenant that I wiU 
make with the houfe of Ifrael after thofe days, faith the Lord ; I 
will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their h^uts; 
and I will be to them a God, and they fhall be to me a people* 
And they ihall not teach every man his neighbour, and every man 
his brother, faying, Know the Lord ; for all fhall know me from, 
the Icaft to the greateft. For I will be merciful to their unrighN 
eoufnefs, and their fins and their iniquities wiH I remember no 
more. 

V John iii. 18, He that belleveth on him is not condemned ; but 
he that believeth not is condemned already, becaufe he hath not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

•w Rom. X. 5, For Mofes dcfcribetli the righteoufnefs which 
ii of the law, That the man which doth thefe tilings, fhall live 
by them. And iii. 19, Now we kiiow that what things focver 
the law faith, it faith to them who are under the law : that every 
mouth may be flopped^ and all the world may become guilty be- 
fore God. 

X John iii. 18, He that believeth on him is not condemned. 

• F'iz, As it is a rule. 
j^ TI(us XI. IJ, 12, Sec letter forecited. 
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Yet, if I do the law f obey, 
I am not in the gofpel way, » 
Which does no new obedience draw, a 
Yet is the gofpel no new law. b 

As precepts to the law belong. 
Yet in the gofpel field are throng, c 
Curs'd ev'ry gofpel {lighter is, d 
Yet all its office is to blefs. e 
It from the law has power to kill,/ 
Yet faving does its power fulfil : g 

^ Viz. As it is a covenant. 

e Gal- V. 3, 4, For I teftify again to every man that is ctrcum- 
cifed, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Chrifl is become 
of no efFe<5t unto you, whofoever of you are juftified by the law ; 
ye are fallen from grace. 

a Rom. xvi. 25, 26 — ^The rayftery which was kept fecrct fince 
ibe world began — now is made manifeft, and by the fcriptures of 
the prophets, according to the commanduient uf the everlafling 
God, made known to all nations fur the obedience of faith. 

b GaL iii. ai, Is the law then againft thepromifes of God! God 
forbid : for if there had been a law given which could have given 
life, verily righteoufnefs (houkl have been by the law. 

e Matth. v. 17 — 48, Think not that I am come to deftroy the 
liiw or the prophets : I am not come to deftroy, but to fidfiL For 
verily I fay unto you. Till heaven and earth p3fs,'one jot or one 
tittle fhall in no wife pafsfrom the law, till all be fulfilled, &c. 
Pfalm cxix. 96, I have fecn an end of all perfedion ; but thy com« 
iiiandmcnt is exceeding broad. 

d Hcb. X. a6 — 29, For if we fin wilfully after that wc have re- 
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more facri- 
iice for fins, but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
Indignation, which {hall devour the adverfaries. He that defpifcd 
i^ofes* law, died without mercy, under two or three witneues : 
of how much forer puni(hment, fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought 
'worthy, who bath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant wherewith he was fandiified, 
an unholy thing, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit of grace ? 
Chap. xii. 25, See that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh; for if 
they efcaped not who refufed him that fpake on earth, much more 
ihall not we efcape, if we turn away firom him that fpeaketh from 
heaven. 

e Rom. XV. a9. And I am fure that when I come unto you, I 
fliall come in the fulnefe of the blefllng of the gofpel of Chriit 
And iii. 26, Unto you firft, God having raifed up his Son Jefus» 
fent him to blcfs you, in tumiog away every odc of you from his 
ini^uitiest 
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No favour but of life it hath, h 
Yet moft the favour is of death, i 

Weaknefs perfe<nion doth exclude. 
The law is perfefl, jufl, and good : i 
Yet can it notliing perfe<5l make. 
But all the comers to it break. / 

Strength to the gofpd does belong. 
Mighty through G^d it is, and ftrong : m 
It to the law does (Irength emit. 
Yet 'tis the law gives itrength to it. 

/John iii. 18 — ^Hc th:it belicveth not, is condemned alreadv, 
becaufc he hath not believed in the name of the only begottca 
Son of God. Mark xri. 16, He that believcth not fliall be dam- 
ned, ticb. ii. 3, How ihall we efcape if we neglect fo great £d- 
vatinn ? 

g Eph. i. 15, In Chrift ye alfo trufted after that ye he-ard the 
word of truth, the gofpcl of your falvation. i Tim. L 15, This m 
a faithful faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrifl Jefut 
come into the world to fave finnerg ; of whom I am the chief. 

i> PhiL ii. 16, Holding forth the word of life, &c. a Tim. L i, 
Paul an apoftle of Jefus Chrid, by the will of God, according to 
the promife of life, which is in Chrid Jefus. v. 10— Our Savtonr 
Jcfus Chrift hath abolished death — and hath brought life and im- 
mortality to light through tlic gofpeL 

i 2 Cor. ii. a6, To the one were the favour of death, unto 
death. Sec 

k Pfalm cxix. 96, I have fcen an end of all perfcdlion ; but thy 
coramandmeut is exceeding broad. Rom. vii. i a. Wherefore the 
law is holy ; and the commandment holy, and juft, and gjood. 
Heb. vii. I9t For the law made nothing perfe(5l, but the brining 
in of a better hope did ; by the wliich w^e draw nigh unto God. 

/ Hcl>. viii. 19, See letter i. Chnp. x. i, For the law having a 
fliadow of goGKd tilings to come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never, with thofe facrifces which they offered year by 
year continually, make the comers thereupto perfedfc. 

m Rom. i. 16, For I am not aihamed of the gofpel of Chrift; for 
it is the power of God unto falvation, to every one that bclievctb, 
to the Jew firft, and alfo to the Greek. % Cor. x. 4, 5» For the 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, 
to the pulling down of ftrong holds : caftiug down imaginations 
and every high thing that exalteth itfclf againft the knowledge of 
God and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedicBce 
of Chrift. 
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The golpel :giv€s tlie law, I fee, 
Sufficient ftrength to juftify 5 u 
Yet may I fay, in truth it is 
The law that gives the gofpel this ; 

For as the law no finner clears. 
But who the gofpel garment wears : 
So none are juftify 'd by grace, 
Unlefs tlie law demands have place, p 

Again the law, winch y«t feems worfe. 
Gives gofpel news condemning force ; q 
Yet they are news that never can. 
Nor never will condemn a man. r 

n Rom. viii. I, There is therefore now no condemnation to there 
which arc in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the ilefh, but after 
the Spirit, v. 3, 4, For what the law coitld not do, in that it was 
weak through the fleih, God did, fending his own Son, in the like- 
neb of iinCuIKIefli,and for fin condemned fin in the fleih : that the 
righteottfnefs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not af- 
ter the flefh, but after the Spirit. 

Rom. iiL 31, Do we then make void the law through faith ? 
God forbid ; yea, we cftablifli the law. Chap. x. 4, For Chrift is 
the end of the law for righteoufnefs to every one that believeth. 

p Rom^ iii. 19 — Z2y Now we know that what things foever the 
law laith, it faith to them who are under the law ; that every 
mouth may be ftopped, and all the world may become guilty before 
God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there fhall no flefli be 
juTlified in his fight : for by the law is the knowledge of fin. But 
now the righteotffuefs of God without the law is manifefted, being 
witneffcd by the law and the prophets ; even the righteoufnefs of 
God which is by faith of Jefus Chrift unto all, and up<m all them 
that believe; for there is no difference. Chap. v. 19 — By the 
obedience of one fliail many be made righteous, v. »i — Grace 
reigns through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. 

q John iii. 18, He that believeth on him is not condemned ; but 
he that believeth not, is condemned already, becaufe he hath not 
believed 'in tlie name of the only begotten Son of God. 

r Luke u. ID, II, And the angel faid unto them (the fhepherds,) 
Fear not ; for behold 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
iliall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city 
Of David, a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord. John iii. 17, For 
God fent not his Son into the world, to condemn the world ; but 
that the world through hira might be faved. Chap, xil 47, And 

z 
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Dread tlireat*ning^ to the law pertain, * 
Not to the gofpel's golden chain : / 
Yet all law threats and Sinai's ire 
To gofpel grace are walls of fire, u 

The righteous law afTaileth none 
Of Adam's guilty race, fave one ; v 
Who being guilty, for this caufe 
By God's juft law condemned was. w 

Yet free of guilt it did him fee ; 
Hence fully clear'd, and fet him free, x 

if any man hear my words, and believe not, I jad^ him not : for 
I came not to judge the world, but to favc the world. 

s Gal. iiL lo, For as many as are of the works of the law, art 
under the curfe ; for it is written, Curfed is every one that coo> 
tinueth not in all things which aie written in the book of the kf 
to do them. 

t Adts xiii. a6. Men and brethren, children of the (lock of Abr^ 
ham, and whofoever among you feareth God, to you i» the word 
of this falvation fent. 

V Mark zvi. i6— -He that believeth not, (hall be damned. Hebi 
ii. 3, How fliall we efcape, if we negle<^ fo great falvatioa ? Chap. 
X. 96—29, See letter d forecited. 

V Rom. V. 19, For as by one man's difobedience many were 
made ilnners : fo by the obedience of one (hall many be made 
righteous. John J.viL 4, I have glorified thee on the earth : I have 
finished the work wlych thou gaved me to do. 

tc.Ifa. liii. 6 — ^The Lord hath laid on him the iniquiW- of u« ail 
GaL iil 13, Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe oi the law, 
being made a curfe for us : for it is written, Curfed is every one 
that hangeth on a tree. 

X Heb. vii. 26, For fuch an high priefl became us, whp is holyi 
harmlcfs, unde£led, feparate from iinners, and made lii^er than 
the heavens. Dan. ix. 24, Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city, to fini Ji the tranfgreflion, and to 
make an end of hns, and to make reconciliation for imqu}ty» and 
to bring in everla(Hng righteoufuefs, and to feal up the vifion and - 
prophecy, and to anoint the moft holy, z Tim. iii. x6. And with^ 
out controverfy, great is the myftery of Godlinefs ; God wasman- 
ifeft in the flem, jufUfied in the Spirit, feen of angels,.prcached un- 
to the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into ^ory. 
Rom. ii. 13, For not the hearers of the law are juft before God, 
but the doers of the law (hall be juftified. Ifa. 1. 8, He is near 
that juftifieth me, who will contend with me ? let us ftand togetb- 
Cr, who is mine adverfary f let him come near to me. 
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Yet, had not guilt his foul hivolv'd. 
By law he could not been abfolv'd. y 

But he withal condemn'd and fpoil'd 
The lav7 of works, wliich him HfFoiVd : %> 
And now the law is (in the(e views) 
The marrow of the gcfpel news, n 

The law can juftify no man 
That is a fmner, b yet it can 
Thus favour finfbl men, and free 
The chief of finners, guilty me : c 

y % Cor. V. ax, God hath made Chrift to be fin for us, yirho knew 
no fin ; that we might be made the righteoufnefs of Ood In himw 
1 Pet. iii. 18, Chrift hath once fuffered for fins, the juft for the 
unjuft, (that he mfght bring us to God) being put to death in the 
llefh, but quickened by the Spirit. 

s Col. ii. 14, 15, Blotting out the hand writing of ordinances 
that was againft us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his crofs, and having fpoiled principalities 
and powers, he made a fhew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in it. Rom. viii. 3, For what the law could not do, in that it was 
weak through the fleili, God did, fending his own Son, in the like-* 
nefs of finful fleih, and for fin condemned fin in the flefli. 

a Rom. X* 4, For Chrifl is the end of the law for righteoufnefs, 
to every One that belicvcth. Ifa. xlv. 24, Surely {hall one fay. In 
the Lord have I righteoufnefs and flrength. Jcr. xxiii. 6, In his 
days Judah fliall be faved, and IfracI fhall dwell fafely ; and this 
is his name whereby he fliall be caUed, THE LORD OUR RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS. 

6 Rom. iii. 19, 20, Now we know that what things foever the 
law faith, it faith to them who are under the law, thtrt' every 
mouth may be ftoppcd, and all the world may beco'ftle guilty be- 
fore God. Therefore by the deeds of the law there fhaU no flefli 
be juftlfied in his fight ; for by the law is the knowledge of fin. 
. c The law of works, as fulfilled by Chrift, can and docs fo. 
Rom. viii. 3, For wliat the law could not do, in that it was weak 
tlirough the fie(h, God fending his own Son in the likenefs of fin* 
tul fieHi, and for fin, condemned fin in the ficfli : that the right- 
eoufnefs of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 
the flefli, but after the Spirit, v. $$, 34, Who fliall lay any thing 
to the charge of God's elcA ? It is God that juftificth ; who is he 
that condemneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea rather, that is rifcn 
again, who is even at the right hand of Gud, who alfo makclh iu- 
tercc ilion for us. 
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The gofpcl too acquitted none 
Tliat have not put pcrfedfon on. d 
And yet it cleareth none.(l grant) 
But thofe who all perfedtion want, e 

Thole that wlih gofpel clcdrance meet, 
Mull by the hiw be found complete \f 
Yet never could (again I grant) 
The gofpel juftify a faint, g 

All perfe«5l perfons it controuls, b 
And juIUHcs ungodly fouls ; i 

d Rom. ilL 21, 22, But now the righteoufnelB of God withoot 
the law is manifcdcd, being witnciTcd by the law and the prcpb- 
ets ; even the rightcoufuefs of GotX which U by faith of Jefut 
Chrid unto all, and upon all them tiiat believe, ior there is no di^ 
fcrcncc. 

* Rum. iv. 5, To him that workcth not, but bclieveth ou him 
that juAilicth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteoufhcik 

/ 1 Cor. i. 30, Bu^ of him arc ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God is 
made unto us wifdom, and rightcoufnefs, and fant^ification and 
redemption. CuL ii. 10, And ye are complete in him, which it 
the head of all principality and power. 

g Matth. ix. 13 — I am not come to call the righteous, but finr- 
ners to repentance. Rom. iii. 10, There is none righteous no not 
one. Chap. ix. 30, ^ij 32, What diall we fay then? That the 
Gentiles which followed not after righteoufneis, have attained to 
rightcoufnefs, even the rigliteoufnefs which is of faith : but UracL 
which followed after the law of rightcoufnefs, hath not attained to 
the law of rightcoufnefs. Wherefore ? becaufe they fought il not 
by faith, but as it were by the works of the law. Chap. x. 3i Is- 
rael being ignorant of God^s rightcoufnefs. and going about to cf- 
tablifli their own rightcoufnefs, have not fubmitted thcmfelves unr 
to the rightcoufnefs of God. i Tim. i. 15, This is a faithful fay- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, tliat Chriil Jefus came into 
the world to fave finners ; of whom I am chief. 

l> Math. xxi. 31, Jefus faith unto them (the Pharifecs) Verily, I 
fay unto you, that the publicans and the harlots go into the king- 
dom of God before you. Luke xviii. 9 — 14, And Jefus fpake 
this parable unto certain which trufted in themfelves th^ they were 
righteous, and defpifcd others : I'wo men went up into the temple 
to pray ; the one a Pharifce, and the other a Publican. The Phar- 
ifce flood and prayed thus with hinifclf t God, I thauk thee that 
I am not as other men arc, extortioners, unjufl, adulterers, or even 
as this publican. I fafl twice in the wctk,I give tithes of all that 
I pofl'efs. And the publican flanding afar ofT, would not lift up fo 
much as his eyes unto heaven, but fmote upon his brcall, faying^ 
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Yet ftill no man Its grace partakes. 
But whom it truly godly makes, k 

The law withftands the gofpel path, / 
Which yet its approbation hath ; m 
The gcfpel thwarts tlie legal way, n 
Yet will approve the law ifor ay. o 

God be merciful to me a fimier. 1 tell you this man went dowiu 
to his houfe juftificd rather than the other ; for every one that 
cxaltcth himfcif, iliall be abafed ; and he that humbleth himfelf, 
fliall be exalted, v. 21, a». And he (the ruler) faid, All thefc have 
I kept from my youtli up. Now when Jcfus heard thefc things, 
he faid unto him. Yet lacked thou one thing ; fell all that thou 
had, and diibibutc unto the poor, and thou.dialt have treafurc iu 
heaven, and come, follow me. 

i Rom. iv. 5, 6, To him that worketh nor, but believcth on him 
that juftificth the ungodly, liis faith is counted for righteoufnefs. 
Even as David alfo defcribcth the blelTcdncfs of the man unto 
whom God imputeth righteoufiiers v/itlu)ut works. 
. i Tit. ii. II — 14, The grace of God that bringeth falvation, 
hath appeared to all men ; teaching us, that denying ungodlinefs, 
and worldly lu(h, we fliould live foberly, righteoufly and godly in 
this prefrnt WDrld ; looking for tliat blelTed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God, even oar Saviour Jefus Chrifl ; who 
gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto liimfclf a peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
Chap. iii. 4, 5, After t'lat the kindne^ and love of God our Sa- 
viour toward man appeared, not by works of righteoufhefs which 
we have done, but according to his merry he favcd us, by the 
wa^iiag of regeneration, and re:ie\ving of the Holy Ghoft. w. 3,. 
This is a faithful faying, and thefe things I will that thou adirm 
conftantly, that they which have believed in God, might be care- 
ful to mtiintain gccd works : thefe things arc good and profitable 
unto men. 

/ I Cor. XV. 56 — The ftrcngth of fin is the law. Rom. vL 14,. 
Sin fliall not have dominion over you ; for ye arc not under the 
law, but under grace. Chap, x. 3, Ifracl being ignorant of God's 
righteoufnef», have not fubmittcd thcmfelves unto the righteouf- 
nels of God. 

m Ifa, xlii. 31, The Lord is well pleafed for his righteoufnefs* 
fake, he will magnify the law, and make it honourable. Mattb. 
ili. 17, And lo, a voice from heaven, faying, This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleafed. 

n Rom. ix. 31, 3a, 33, But Ifracl which followed after the law 
of rightcoufnefs, hath not attained to the law of r^ghteoufnefs. 
Wherefore .? Becaufe they fought it not by faith, but as it were h% 

Z 2 
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llencc though the gorpel's comely frame 
Duth openly the law condemn : p 
Yet tl'.cy arc blind who never faw 
The golpd juilily tlie law. q 

Till! 5 gofpel grace, and law commands. 
Both bind and loofe each oUier's hands : 
They can't agree on any terms, r 
Ycc hug each other in their arms./ 

Thoff that divide them cannot be 
The friends of truth and verity ; s 

the work) of the law ; for they (liimblcd at that (himbling (lose; 
av it is written, Behold I lay in Zion a ftnmbling (tone, and a rock 
of otFence ; and whofocver believeth on him Hiall not be a(hame& 

Rom. Tii. 7, What fliall wc fay then ? Is the law Hn ? God for- 
bid. Nay, I had not known fiu but by the law ; for I had not 
known hill, except the law hadfaid,Tnou {halt not covet, v. lo^ 
And the commandment which was ordained to life, I found to be 
unto death, v. i a. Wherefore the law is holy ; and the commaiid- 
ment, holy, and juft, and good. 

p Rom. V. 5 — 9, For Mofes defcribeth the righteournels which 
13 of the law, that the man which doth thofe things, ihall live by 
them. But the rightcoufnefs which is of faith fpeaketh on this 
wife, Say not in thine heart. Who (hall afcend into hesTcn ? (that 
is, to bnng down Chrift from above :) or. Who (hall defccndioto 
the deep ? (that is, to bring up Chrift again from the dead.) But 
what faith it ? The word is nigh thcc, even in thy mouth, and in 
thy htart ; that is, the word of faith which we preach, Tbat it 
thou (halt confcfs with thy mouth the Lord Jefus, and (hak be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath raifcdhim from the dead, thoa 
flialt be faved. 

q Rom. iii. 31, Do we then make void the law through faith ? 
God forbid : yea, we edablidi the law. 

r Gal. iv. ai — a6. Tell me, ye that defirc to be under the laW| 
do ye not hear the law ? For it is written, that Abraham had two 
fons ; the one by a bond-maid, the other by a free woman. But 
he who was of the bond-woman was bom af^er the flefli ; but he 
of the free woman was by promife. Which things are an allegory; 
for thofc are the two covenants ; the one from the mount Sinai, 
wliich gendereth to bondage, which is Agar. For this Agar it 
mount Sinai in Arabia, and anfwcreth to Jerufalem, which now 
is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerufalem which it 
above is free, which is the mother of us all. 

/Pfalm Ixxxiv. 10, Mercy and truth arc met together; right- 
coufnefs and peace have kined each other. 

/ AlaC* xiii. ;i2, Wo unto you, Scribes aad PbRriices, hypocrites ; 
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Yet thofe that dare confound the two, 
Deftroy them both, and gender wo. * 

This paradox none can decypher. 
That plow not with the gofpel-heifer. 

for yc pay tithe of mint and anife, and cummin, and'have omitted 
the weightier matter of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith ; thefe 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. Rom. 
ii. 23, Thou that maked thy boaft of the law, through breaking 
the law difhonoureft thou (vod? v. 35, s6, For circumcifion verily 
profitcth nothing, if thou keep the law ; but if thou be a breaker 
of the law, thy circumcifion is made uncircumcifioa. Therefore, 
if the uncircumciliou keep the righteoufnefs of the law, fhall not 
his uncircumciilon be counted for circumcifion ? Matth. xix. 6, 
What God hath joined together, let no man put afunder. Chap. 
liL 15, And Jefus anfwcring, faid unto him (John,) Suffer it to be 
fo now : for thus it bccometh us to fulfil all righteouibefs. Then 
he fiiffcTcd him. Chap. v. 17, Tliink not that I am come to de- 
flroy the law or the prophets: I am not come to deflroy, but to 
fulfil. V. 19, ao, Whofoever therefore fliall break one of thefie 
lead commandments, and (hall teach men fo, he fhall be called the 
lead in the kingdom of heaven ; but whofoever fhall do, and. teach 
tliem, the fame fhall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
For I fay unto you, That except your riehteoufnefs fhall exceed 
the righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifces, ye fliall in no cafe 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, i John. v. 6, This is he tliat 
came by water and blood, even Jefus Chrid ; not by water only, 
but by water and blood ; and it is the Spirit that bearcth witue&, 
becauie the Spirit is truth. 

t GaL i. 6, 7, 8, I marvel that ye are fo foon removed from him- 
that called you into the grace of Cnrifl, unto another gofpel; which 
is not another ; but there be fome that trouble you, and which per- 
vert the gofpel of Chrift But though we, or an angel from heav- 
en preach any other gofpel unto you, than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accurfed. Zeph. i. 4 — I will cut off' 
— V, 5 — them tnat worfliip, and that fwear by the Lord, and that 
fwear by Malcham. Adb xv. 7, And when there had been much 
difputing, Peter rofe up and faid unto them. Men and brethren, 
ye know that a good while ago, God made choice among us, that 
the Gentiles by my mouth fhould hear the word of the gofpel, 
and believe, v. 10, 11, Now therefore, why tempt ye God to put 
a yoke upon the neck of the difciples, which neither our fathers 
ncr we were able to bear ? Pat we believe, that throu^ii the grace 
of the Lord Jefus Chrid, we fhall be faved, even as they. GaL v. 
X, Stand fad therefore in the liberty wherewith Chrid nath made 
us free, and be not entangled again in the yoke of bondage, v* 
4, Chrid is become of no eSc€t unto you, whofoever of you arc 
jufUfied by the law ; ye are fallen from grace 
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SECT. II. Ths difference hetiwsn iheliarx' aiiA tl.e Gofp 

The luwy fuppofing I have alU 
Docs ever for perfecSlion call ; 
The goipcl fiiits my total want. 
And all the law can feck does grant. 

Tlie law could promife life to xnc. 
If my obedience perfe«S he : 
But ^ace does promife life upon 
My Lord's obedience alone. 

The law fays, Do» and life you'll ivin i. 
But grace lays. Live, for all is done ; 
'i*hc fcrmcr cannot eafc my grief, 
The latter yields me full relief. 

By law convinc'd of fmful breach, 
By gofpcl (jrace I comfort reach : 
The cine my condemnation hears, 
I'hc other juAiiics and clears. 

The law (hews my arre:irs are great, 
The gofpel freely pays my debt : 
The firft does me the bankrupt curfe. 
The lall docs blefs aud fill my purfe. 

The law will not abate a mite, 
1'he goipel all the fum will quite : 
Theie God in threat'nings is array M. 
But here in promifes difplay'd. 

The law .and gofpel difagree, 
Like Hagar, Sarah, bond and free ; 
The former's Hagar's fervitude, 
The latter Sarah's happy brood. 

To Sinai black, and Zion fair. 
The word does law and grace compare. 
Their curfing and their blefling vie 
Witli £bal and Gerizzim high. 

The law excludes not boafting vain, 
But rather feeds it to my bane ;. 
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But gofpel grace allows no boafts. 
Save in the King> the Lord of hoils* 

The law ftill irritates mj fin. 
And hardens my proud heart therein ; 
But grace's melting power renews^ 
And my corruption iirong fubdues. 

The law with thunder, Sinai like. 
Does always dread and terror fpeak » 
The gofpel makes a joyful noife. 
And charms me with a Hill, calm voice. 

The legal trumpet war proclaims. 
In wrathful threats, and fire, and flames : 
The gofpel pipct a peaceful found. 
Which fpreads a kindly breath around. 

The law is weak through finful flefh. 
The gofpel brings recruits afrefli : 
The firft a killing letter wears. 
The lad a quick'ning fpirit bears. 

The law that feeks perfedtion's height. 
Yet gives no ftrength, nor offers might r 
But precious gofpel tidings glad. 
Declare where all is to be had. 

From me alone the law does crave. 
What grace affirms in Chrift I have : 
When therefore law purfuits inthrall^ 
I fend the law to grace for alL 

The law brings terrors to moleft. 
The gofpel gives the weary reft : 
The one does flags of deadi difplay^ 
The other fhews the living way. 

The law by Mofes was expreft. 
The glorious gofpel came by Chrift : 
The firft dim nature's light may trace^ 
The lad is only known by grace. 

The law may roufe me from ray floth 
To faith and to repentance both : 
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And though the law eomnanJfth eacb 
Yet ncirhcr of tliem can it teach ^ 



Nrr \\\\\ iicc.'pt for current coin 
The ciuLies which it diics e^j'/tn ; 
It ijcks iill, hut accepts no lei's 
Than cuiiiuntt perfecc 2 ighiecuineilk. 

The gofpel, en the oxlL^est hand. 
Although it ilTue no command. 
But (liidtly view'dy does whole conilft 
In promifei and ofiers bleft ; 

Yet does it many duties teachy - ^ 
Which legal light could never reach : 
Thus fkithy repentance, and the like. 
And fire that goipel engines Arike. 

They hare acceptance here through grace. 
The law affords them no fuch place : 
Yet flill they come through both their bands 
Through gofpel teaching, law comnaandf . 

The law's a houfe of bondage fore, 
^li(^ gofpel opes tiie priicn door : 
Tlie firll mo Ij:imper'd in its net, 
Tlie laft at fi-eedom kindly fet. 

The pi*ccept craves, the gofpel gives ; 
AVhile that me preiTes, this relieves ; 
And or afPords the ilrt)ngtb I lack. 
Or takes the burden on my back. 

The law requires on pain of death ; 
The gofpel courts with loving breatli ; 
While that conveys a deadly wound. 
This makes me perfed, whole, and jfound. 

There viewing how difeas'd I am, 
I here perceive the healing balm ; 
Afflidled there with fenfe of need. 
But here refrefh'd with meet remede.. 

The law's a charge for what I owe ;. 
The gofpel my ducharge to fliaw :, 
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The one a fcene offears doth ope ; 
The other is the door of hope. 

An angry God the law reveal'd ; 
The gofpel (hews him reconcil'd : ' 

B7 that I know he was difpleas'd | 
B7 this I fee his wrath appeas'd* 

The law thus (hews the divine ire. 
And nothing but confuming fire. 
The goipel brings the olive branch. 
And blood the burning fire to quench. 

The law ftill fhews a fiery face ; 
The gofpel (hews a throne of grace : 
There juflice rides alone in flate ; 
But here fhe takes the mercy feat. 

IN SUM. 

Lo ! in the law Jehovah dwells. 

But Jefus is conceal'd ! 
Whereas the gofpel's nothing elie 

But Jefus Chrift reveal'd. 

ECT. III. The Harmony beiivlxt the Law and the Gofpch 

The law's a tutor much in vogue, 
To gofpel grace a pedagogue ; 
The gofpel to the law no kfs 
Than its full end for righteoufnefs. 

When once the fiery law of God 
Has chas'd me to the gofpel road ; 
Then back unto the holy law 
Moft kindly go/pel grace will draw. 

When by tlie law to grace I'm fchool'd ; 
Grace by the law will have me rul'd ; 
Hence, if I don't the law obey, 
I cannot keep the gofpel way. 

When I the gofpel news believe, 
Obedience to the law I give^ 
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And tliat both in it^ fed'ral drefi. 
And as a rule of holineis. 

I^ I in my Head I render all 
For which the fiery law can call ; 
His blood unto its fire was fuel. 
His Spirit fhapes me to its rule. 

When law and eofpel kind^ meet» 
To ferve each other both unite : 
Sweet proznifesy and ftem commands^ 
Do work to one anotlier's hands* 

The divine law demands no lefs 
Than human perfeA righteoufnels ; 
The gofpel gives it this and more, 
"tv'n divine righteoufhefs in /lore. 

Whatever the righteous law require, 

The gofpel grants its whole defire. 

Are law commands exceeding broad ? ^^ 

So is the righteoufnefs of God. 

How great foe'er the legal charge, •. 
The gofpel payment's equal large : 
No lefs by man the law can bray 
When grace provides a God to pay. 

The law makes gofpel banquets fweet ; 
The gofpel makes the law complete : 
Law fuits to grace's ftore houfe draw ; 
Grace decks and magnifies the law. 

Both law and gofpel clofe combine, 
To make each other's luftre fhine : 
The gofpel all law breakers fhames 5 
The law all gofpel flighters damns. 

The law is holy, juft, and good ; 
All this the gofpel feals with blood. 
And clears the royal law's juft dues 
Which dearly purchas'd revenues. 

The law commands me to believe ; 
The gofpel faving faith does give : 
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The law enjoins me to repent ; 

- The gofpel gives my tears a vent. 
What in the geTpel mint is coin'd. 
The fame is in the law enjoin'd ; 
Whatever gofpel tidings teadi. 
The law's authority doth reach. 
Here join the law and gofpet hands. 
What this me teaches that commands : 
What virtuous forms the gofpel pleafe 
The fame the law doth authorife. 
And thus the law commandment feals 

- Whatever gofpel grace reveals : 
The gofpel alfo for my good 

Seals all the law demands with blood. 
The law moft perfeft ftill remains, 
And ev'ry duty full contains : 
The gofpel its perfeAion fpeaks, 
And therefore gives whatever it feeks. 
Next, what by law I'm bound unto, 
The fame the gofpel makes me do : 
What preceptively that can crave. 
This efltefiively can engrave. 
All, that by precepts Heav'n expe(fts, 
Free grace by promifes effects : 
To what the law by fear may move, 
To that the gofpel leads by love. 
To run, to work, the law commands ; 
The gofpel gives me feet and hands : 
The one requires that I obey ; 
The other does the power convey. 
Wliat in the law has duty's place. 
The gofpel changes to a grace : 
Hence legal duties therein nam'd. 
Are herein gofpel graces fam'd. 
The precept checks me when I ftray ; 
The promife holds me in the way : 
That fhews my folly when I roam. 
And this moft kindly brings me home. 
A a 
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Law threats and precepts both, I iee^ 
With gofpel promifes agree ; 
They to the gofpel are a fence» 
And it to them a maintenance. 
The law will juftify all thofe 
Who with the gofpel ranfom cloie ; 
The gofpel too approve for ay 
All thofe that do the law obey. 
The righteous law condenms each man. 
That dare reje<5l the .gofpel plan ; 
The holy gofpel none will fave. 
On whom it won't the law engrave. 
When Chrift the tree of life I climb, 
I fee both law and grace in him : 
In him the law its end does gain s 
In him the promife is jimea. 
The law makes grace's paftore fweet^ 
Grace makes the law my fav'ry meat $ 
Yea, fweeter than the honey comb, 
When grace and mercy bring it home. 
The precepts of the law me fbow 
What fruits of gratitude I owe ; 
But gofpel grace begets the brood. 
And moves me to the gratitude. 
Law terrors paufe the putrid fore ; 
And gofpel grace applies the cure : 
The one plows up the fallow ground, 
The other fows the feed around. 
A rigid mafter was the law, 
Demanding brick, denying draw ; 
But when with gofpel tongue it fings, 
It bids me jBy> and gives me wings.' 

IN SUM. 

Both law a£d gofpel clofe unite. 

Are feen with more folace. 
Where truth and mercy kindly meet, 

In fair Immanuel's face. 
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SECT. IV. The proper Place atid Station of the Law and 

the Go/pel. 

NoTi. That in the four following parflgrnphi, at well at in the 
thrtc preceding fcaiout, by Law, it moftfy uaderftood thedoc- 
trine of the Covenant of Works ; and by Oofpel, the doctrmc 
of the Covenant of Grace. 

Paragraph I. The place and Station of Law and Oofpel 

in general* 

When we the facred record view. 
Or divine Teft'ments Old and New ; 
The matter in moft pageTs fix'd 
Is law and gofpel intermixed. 
Yet few, even in a learned age ' 
Can fo refolve the facred page ; 
As to difcern with equal eye. 
Where law, where gofpel fevered lie. 
One divine text with double claufe 
May fpeak the gofpePs voice and law's ;* 
Hence men to blend them both are apt. 
Should in one fentence both be wrapt. 
But that we may the truth purfue. 
And give both law and grace their due. 
And God the glory there difplay'd 5 
The foil' wing imles will give us aid. 

• Ex. gr. Lev. xx. 7, S, ^in&xtj yourfclves therefore, anfl be ye 
holy : for I am the Lord your God. And ye fliall keep my ftat- 
utes, and do them : I am the Lord which ian^fy you. i John 
iv. 7» Beloved, let us love one another : for love is of God ; and 
every one that loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God. Rom. 
V. 21) That as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might grace 
reign through righteoufnefs unto eternal life, by Jcfus Chrill our 
Lord. Chap. vi. 23, For the wages of fin is death : but the gift 
of Go<l is eternal life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Markxvi. 
15, 16, And he faid unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 
prtach the gofpel to every creature He that bcUevcth and is 
baptized, fhall be faved ; but he that believeth not, fball be dam- 
ned. John iii. i8. He that believeth on him, is not condemned : 
but he that believeth not, is condemned already ; becaufe he hath 
sot believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God, &c 
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Where'er in facred writ we fee 
A word of grace or promife free, 
Witli blefllngs dropt for Jefus' fake ; 
We thefe for gcfpel news may take. 
But wliere a precept ftridt we find 
With promiie to our domg join'd^ 
Or threatening with a wratmul frown ; 
This as the law we juftly own. 

Paragraph II. The Place and Station of Law and GoJ- 
pel in particular : Where the difference is noted betwixt tin 
Gofpel largely viewed in its dijpenfation, andJhriSly in 't!' 
/elf; and betivixt the gffpei and faith receiving il^ 

1 

WouLDST thou diftinAly know the ibunil 
Of law and grace, then don't confound 
The difpenfation with the grace ; 
For thcfe two have a dldin^ place. 
The gofpel thus difpens'd we fee, 
* Believe and thou (halt laved be ;* 
If not, thou (halt be damn'd to hell. 
And in eternal torments dwelL 
Here precepts in it are difpens'd. 
With thieat'nings of damnation fenc'd ; 
The legal fan<Elion here takes place. 
That none may dare abufe free grace. 
Yet nor does that command of taith. 
Nor this tremendous threat of wrath. 
Belong to gofpel ftridUy fb ; 
But to its difpenfation do. 
The method of difpenfing here. 
Does law and gofpel Jointly bear ; 
Becaufe the law's fubfervient 
Unto the gofpel's blefs'd intent. 
Precepts and threat'nings both make way ; 
The gofpel bleffings to convey ; 
Which differs much (though thus difpens'd) 
IVom laws and threats whereby 'tis fenc'd. 
' Believe, and thou (halt favcd be/ 
U gofpel, but improperly; 
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Yet fafely men may call it thus, 

Becaufe 'tis fo difpens'd to us. 

liut fure, the gofpel news we fing 

Muil be fome other elorious thing. 

Than precepts to believe the fame. 

Whatever way we blend their name. 

The gofpel treafure's fomething more 

Than means that do apply the ftore 1 

Believing is the method pav'd, 

Tiie gofpel is the thing belier'd. 

The precious thing is tidings fweet 

Of Chriil a Saviour mod complete, 

To fave from fin, and death, and wrath ; 

Which tidings tend to gender faith. 

Faith comes by hearing God's record 

Concerning Jefus Chrift the Lord, 

And is the method Heav'n has bleft 

For bringing to the gofpel reft. 

The joyiul found is news of gprace, 

And life to Adam's guilty race. 

Til rough Jefus righteoufnefs divine, 

Wlifch bright from faith to faith does fiiine* 

The promife of immortal blifs 

Is m:ide to this full righteoufnefs : 

By this our right to life is bought ; 

Faith begs the right, but buys it noc 

Ti ue faith receives the offer'd good. 

And promife feal'd with precious blood i 

It gives no title to the blifs. 

But takes th' entitling righteoufnefs. 

This obje<5l great of &ving faith. 

And thisi alone the promiie hath ; 

For 'tis not made to faith's poor afb. 

But is the prize that faith does take ; 

And only as it takes the fame> 

It bears a great and £unou8 name ; 

For felf, and all its grandeur, down 

It throws, that Chrift may wear the crowttK 

But if new laws and threato were all 

That gofpel properly we call». 

A A 2 
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Then "were tbe precept to belierey 
No better nev:s th?ji * do and live.' 
It' then we won't diftingiuili here. 
We cloud, bat don't the gofpel clcsur ; 
We blend it with the fiery law. 
And Sill into confufion draw. 
The law of works we introduce. 
As if old merit were in ufe, 
"Wlicn men could life by doing won, 
Ev'n though the work by grace were done. 
Old Adam, in his ignorance, 
' Deiiv'd his power of doing hence : 
As all he could was wholly due ; 
So all the working ibength he knew. 
Was only from the grace of God, 
Who with fuch favour did him load : 
Yet was the promife to his ad. 
That he might merit by compact. 
No merit but of padion could 
Of men or angels e'er be told ; 
The God-man only was fo high 
To merit by condignity. 
Were life now promis'd to our aft. 
Ox to our works by paftion tack'd ; 
Though God fhould his afCftance grant, 
'Tis dill a doing covenant. 
Though heav'n its helping grace fhould yield, 
Yet merit's ftill upon the field-; 
We caft the name, yet ftill 'tis found 
Difclaim'd but with a verbal found. 
If one ihould borrow tools from you. 
That he fome famous work might do ;- 
When once his work is well prepar'd. 
He fure deferves his due reward ; 
Yea juftly may he claim his due. 
Although he borrow'd tools from you : 
Ev'n tlius the borrow'd ftrength of grace 
Can't hinder merit to take place. 
From whence Coe^er "Wfe\>attQw '^o^ets* 
If life depend on vioiVa oi wx^ > 
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Or if we make the gofpel thus 

In any fort depend on us ; 

We give the law the gofpel place. 

Rewards of debt the room of gi-ace ; 

We mix Heav'n's treafures widi our trafii>. 

And magnify corrupted flefh. 

The new and gofpel covenant 

No promife to our works will grant ; 

But to the doing of our Head, 

And in him to each gofpel deed. 

To godlinefs, which is great gain, 

Promife is faid to appertain : 

But know, left you the gofpel mar^ 

In whom it is we godly are. 

To him and to his righteoufnefs 

Still primarily the promife is ; 

And not even to the gracious deed. 

Save in and through the elorious Head. 

Pray let us here obferve the odds. 

How law and grace take counter roads ; 

The law of works no promife fpake 

Unto the agent, but the aft. . 

It primarily no promife made 

Unto the perfbn, but the deed ; 

Whate'er the domg perfon fhar'd, 

*Twas for his deed he had reward. 

The law of grace o'ertums the fcale,. 

And makes the quite reverfe prevail : 

Its promife lights not on the deed. 

But on the doing perfon's head ; 

Not for his doin?, but for this, 

fiecaofe in Chrift his perfon is : 

Which union to the living Prince, 

His living works and deeds evince. 

Good fruits have promife in this view,. 

As union to the Branch they fhew ; 

To whom the promifes pertain. 

In him all yea, and all Amen. 

Obferve, pray ; for if here we err. 

And donpt Chrift alone prefer^ 

i 
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But think the promlfe partly (lands 

On our obeying new coxnjnands ; 

Th' old covenant place to works we giTe^ 

Or mingle grace with Do and Live ;. 

We overcloud the gofpel charms 

And alfo break our working arms. 

More honour to the law profefs. 

But giving more we give it lefs* 

Its heavy yoke in vain we draw, 

By turning goipel into law. 

We rob grace of its joyfiil found. 

And bury Chrift in Mofes' ground : 

At beft we run a legal race 

Upon the field of goipel grace. 

Paragraph III. ne Gofpel no nevo LaWf hut a joyjui 

found of Grace and Mercy m 

Law Precepts in a gofpel mold. 
We may as gofpel do^rine hold ; 
But gofpel calls in legal drefs, 
The joyful found of grace fupprefs. 
Faith and repentance may be taught. 
And yet no gofpel tidings brought ; 
If as mere duties thefe we prefs. 
And not as parts of promised blifs. 
If only precepts we prefent, 
Though urg'd with ftrongeft argument* 
We leave the wak'ned finaer's hope 
In darknefs of defpair to grope. 
The man whom legal precepts chaie^ 
As yet eftrang'd to fov'reign grace, 
Miflaking evaneelic charms. 
As if they flood on legal terms. 
Looks to himfelf, though dead in fin. 
For grounds of faith and hope within ; 
Hence fears and fetters grow and fwelly. 
Since nought's within but fin and hell* 
But faith, that looks to promised gxace;^ 
Clean out of felf the foul will chafe. 
To Chrift for righteoufhefs and fheiagths. 
And find the joyful refl at length. 
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Proud flefh and blCod will ftartle here. 

And hardly Aich leport can bear, * 

That Heav'n all faving (lore will give 

To them that work not, but believe. 

Yet not of works, but *tis the race 

Of faith, that it may be of grace : 

For faith does nothing but agree 

To welcome this falvation free. 

** Come down, Zaccheus, quickly come, 

" Salvation's brought unto thy home : 

** In vain thou climb'ft the legal tree ; 

** Salvation freely comes to thee. 

" Thou dream'ft of coming up to terms ; 

" Come down into my favmg arms ; 

" Down, down, and get a pardon free, 

" On terms already wrought by me. 

** Behold tlie bleffings of my blood, 

" Bought for thy everlafting good, 

•* And freely all to be convey'd 

" Upon the prise already paid. 

" I know thou haft no good, and fee 

*^ 1 cannot fland on terms with thee^ 

" Whofe fall has left thee nought to claim, 

" Nor aught to boaft but fin and fhame." 

The law of heavy hard commands 

Confirms the weakened finners bands ; 

But grace proclaims relieving news. 

And fcenes of matchlefs mercy fhews. 

No precept clogs the gofpel call. 

But wherein grace is aU in all ; 

No law is here but that of grace. 

Which brings relief in ev'ry cafe. 

The gofpel is the promife fair 

Of grace, all ruins to repair. 

And leaves no fmner room to fay, 

" Alas ! this debt I cannot pay ; 

" This grievous yoke I cannot bear, 

" This high demand I cannot clear." 

Grace ftops the mouth of fuch coraplulnts. 

And flore of full fupply prcfent^. 



i 
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The glorious gofpel is (in brief) 
A fov'rei*^ word of fweet relief; 
Not clogg'd with cumberfome commandsy 
To bind the foul's receiving hands. 
*Tis joyful news of fov'reign grace. 
That reigns in ftate through righteoufhefs. 
To ranfom from all threat'ning woes. 
And anfwer all commanding do*8 : 
This gofpel comes with help indeed^ 
Adapted unto finners need: 
The& joyful news that fuit their cafe 
Are chariots of his drawin? grace : 
'Tis here tlie Spirit powerml rides» 
The fountains of the deep divides ; 
The King of glory's fplendour fhews. 
And wins die heart with welcome news. 

Paragraph IV. The Gofpel further deferihei^ at a htndlc 
of Good News and Gracious Promfes. 

The lirft grand promife forth did break 
In threats againft die tempting fiiake : 
So may the gofpel in commands ; 
. Yet nor in threats nor precepts ftands : 
But 'tis a do<5hine of free grants 
To finners, that they may be faints : 
A joyful found of royal eifts. 
To obviate unbelieving (hifts : 
A promife of divine fupplies, 
To work all gracious qualities 
In thofe who, proneft to rebel, 
Are only qualify'd for hell. 
Courting vile finners, ev'n the chief» 
It leaves no cloak for unbelief; 
But ev'n on grofs Manafleh's calls. 
On Mary Magdalen's and Saul's. 
'Tis good news of a fountain ope 
For fin and filth ; a door of hope 
For tliofe that lie in blood and gore. 
And of a falve for ev'ry fore. 



Glad news of fight unto the blind ; 
Of light unto the darken'd miud ; 
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Of healing to the deadly fick ; ! 

And mercy both to Jew and Greek. • 

Good news of gold to poor that lack ; 

Of raiment to the naked back ; 

Of binding to the wounds that fjoiart ; 

And reft unto the weary heart. 

Glad news of freedom to the boimd ; ^ 

Of ftore all l6^es to refund 9 

Of endlefs life unto the dead ; 

And prefent help in time of need. 

Good news of heav'n, where angels dwells 

To thofe that well deferved hell ; 

Of ftrength too weak, for work and war, 

And accefs near to thofe afar. 

Glad news of joy to thofe that weep. 

And tender care of cripple fheep ; 

Of fhelter to the foul purfu'd. 

And cleanfing to the hellifh hu'd : 

Of floods \to fap the parched ground. 

And ftreams to run the defert round ; 

Of ranfom to the captive caught. 

And harbour to the found' ring yacht : 

Of timely aid to weary groans ; 

Of joy reftor'd to broken bones ; 

Of grace divine to gracelefs preys, 

And glory to the vile and bafe : 

Of living water pure, that teems 

On fainting fouls refrefhing ftreams ; 

Of gen'rous wine to cheer the ftrong. 

And milk to feed the tender young ; " 

Of faving faith tb faithlefs ones ; 

Of foft'nmg grace to flinty ftones ; 

Of pardon to a guilty crew. 

And mercy free, where wrath was due. 

Good news of welcome, kind to all 

That come to Jefus at his call ; 

Yea, news of drawing power, when fcant, 

To thofe tliat fain would come, and can't. 

Glad news of rich myfterious grace, * 

And mercy meeting ev'ry cafe ; 
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Of sm immenre all voids to fill. 
And free to whcmfoerrer will : 
O: Ctkf'A exaiied as a Princey 
Paric«ns to give and penitence ; 
Of frrace o'ercommg ftnbbom will*, 
And leapbg* orer Bether hiils. 
Fxiih comes by heariae thefe rppoitic ; 
Straipl'-t to the court c? grace refortsy 
Ar a sVee of mercenary thought* 
Gets rcy:\l bounty all for nought. 
Ta*Oi*s \rir.g within the clammy fea 
Oi" le;r-i': sTierit cannot flf : 
But mocntir.g mercy's air apace, 
S^Jirs in the element of grace. 
But as irot love the blenmg gives 
To him that works not, but believes j 
So fiuth, once reaching its defire, 
Wcrk; l:*rd bv love, but not for hire. 

CHAP. III. 

The Believer's Principles concerning yrifli 
/;;•; and Ss?u\.j^icjticn ; their Difference 
Harmonv. 

SECT. 1. TU tf7/>r/iT.v htwtem jfupificattcn /tndSoi 
cjihn ; cr rl^l^z-c'jjvjs tmfuted and grace Imfartu 

Kind Jef«s fpcnt his Kfe to fpin 
Mv robe of perfect righteoufnefs ; 

But by his Sfirk*4 work within 
He forms'mv gracious holy drefs. 

% NoTF. TKit (mctri cauf*) Jtifi-JiJitku is hen femeS-mft r!€f>r, 

tht tt^^rdi imputed grice, juftifying grace, righteoufijcf! 

^^kiiW/S.w;m h t^ iMtKr, imparted grace, grace, graces, ho 
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He as a Pneft me juftifies, 

His blood does roaring confcience flill ; 
But as a King he fandlifies, 

And fubjugates my ftubbom "wilL 
He, juftifying by his merit. 

Imputes to me his righteoufnefs ; 
But, fan<aifying by his Spirit, 

Infufes in me faving grace. 
My juftifying righteoufnels 

Can merit by condignity ; 
But nothing with my ftrongeft grace 

Can be deferv'd by naughty me. 
This juftifying favour fets 

The guilt of all my fm remote % 
But fan<flifying grace deletes 

Thejil'th and blacknefs of its blot. 
By virtue of this righteouihefs. 

Sin can't condemn nor juftly brand : 
By virtue of infufed grace, 

Anon it ceafes to command. 
The righteoufi^fs which 1 enjoy. 

Sin's damning power will wholly ftay % 
And grace imparted will deftroy 

Its ruling domineering fway. 
The former is my Judge's aB 

Of condonation full and free : 
The latter, his commenced yji<5. 

And gradual work advanc'd in me. 
The former's infiantaneousf 

The moment that I fir ft believe : 
The latter is, as Heav'n allows* 

Progrefive while on earth I live. 
The f&ft will peace to confcience give. 

The laft the filthy heart will ckanfe ; 
The firft eSe&s a relative^ 

The laft, a real inward change. 
The {ormer pardons every Jin^ 

And counts me righteous, free, and juffi : 
The latter quickens^ grace within, 

And mortifies my fin and luft, 
Bb 
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Imputed grace entitles me 

Unto eternal happinefs ; 
Imparted grace will qualify 

That heav'nly kingdom to poffefi. 
Mj ri?hteoufnefs is infinitey 

Both fubjediveif and in kind ; 
My holinefs moft incomplete. 

And daily wavers like the wind* 
So lading is my outer drefs. 

It never wears nor waxes old ; 
My intur garb of grace decays 

And fades, if Heav'n do not uphold. 
My righteoufnefs and pardon is 

At once moft perfed and compete ; 
But fanftity admits degrees^ 

Does vary, flu^hiate, and fleet. 
Hence fix'd, my righteoufnefs divine 

No real change can undergo ; 
But all my graces wax and wane, 

By various turnings ebb and flow. 
I'm by the firft as righteous now 

As e'er hereafter I can be : 
The laft will to perfection grow, 

Heav'n only is the full degree. 
The firft is equalf wholly given. 

And ftill the ikxne in ev'ry iliint : 
The laft, unequal and unev'n, 

Whilft fome enjoy what others want. 
My righteoufnefs divine is frefli, 

For ever fure and heav'nly both ; 
My fanftity is partly,/^. 

And juftly term'd a menflr^ous doth. 
My righteoufnefs I ma6p:iUy, 

'Tis my triumphant lofty fiag ; 
But pois'd with diis, xny &ndity 

Is nothing but a filthy rag. 
I glory in my righteoufnefs, 

And loud extol it with my tongue 5 
But all my graces coia^d mtlx thisf 

I uadexxatc a& V>{& ?^ ^^»^<^ 
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By juftifymg grace, I'm apt 

Of divine favour free to hoaft ; 
By liolinefs, I'm partly fhap'd 

Into his image I had loll. 
The firft to divine juftice pays 

A rent to ftill the furious ftorm ; 
The U&f to divine boUneft 

Inftru<5ts me duly to conform. 
The firft does quench the fiery law, 
■ Its rigid covenant fully ftay ; 
The laft, its ruie embroider'd draw. 

To deck my heart, and gild my way. 
The/ulyeff of my righteoufnels 

Is Chrift himfelf my glorious Head ; 
But I the fubjedt am of grace. 

As he fupplies my dauy oeed. 
The maiter of the former too 

Is only Chrift's obedience dear ; 
But I09 his helping me to do 

Is all the work and matter here* 
I on my righteoufnefs rely 

For Heav'n's acceptance free, and win ; 
Bat in this matter muft deny 

My grace, ev*n as 1 do my fin. 
Though all my graces precious are^ 

Yea, perfed alfo in defire ; 
They cannot ftand before the bar 

Where awful juftice is umpire : 
But, in the robe that Chrift did fpin, 

They are of great and high requeft ; 
They have acceptance, wrapt within 

My elder Brother's bloody veft. 
My righteoufnefs proclaims me great 

And ^r, ev'n in the fight of God ; 
But fandity's my main off fet 

Before the gazing world abroad. 
More juftify'd 1 cannot be 

By all my moft religious adts ; 
But thefe increafe my fandtity. 

That's ftill attended with defers. 
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My righteoufnefs the fafeft ark 

'Midft ev'ry threatening flood vaU be ; 
My graces but a leaking bark 

Upon a ftormy raginj Tea. 
I fee in juftifying grace 

God's love to me does ardent bum j 
But by imparted hoHnefs 

I, grateful, love for love return. 
My righteoufnefs is that which draws 

My thankful heart to this refpedl : 
The former then is firft the caufe. 

The latter is the fweet eiffed. 
Chrift is in juftifying me. 

By name. The Lord my righteoufnefs / 
But, as he comes to fandify. 

The Lord myflrength and help he is» 
In that I have thefatient's place. 

For there Jehovah's adt is all ; 
But in the other, I'm through grace 

An agent working at his call. 
The^rfi does^avj/h fear forbid, 

For there his wrath revenging ends : 
The la/i commands my ^//j/ dread. 

For here paternal ire attends. 
The former does annul my wo. 

By God's judicial fentence pafs'd ; 
The latter makes my graces grow. 

Faith, love, repentance, and the reft. 
The firft does divine pard'ning love 

Moft freely manifeft to me ; 
The laft makes fhining graces prove 

Mine int'reft in the pardon free. 
My foul in juftifying grace 

Does full and free acceptance gain ; * 
In fan<5lity I heav'n ward prefs, 

By fweet eMance I obtain. 
The firft declares I'm free of debt. 

And nothing left for me to pay ; 
The laft makes me a debtor yet. 

But helps to pay it ev'ry day. 
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My righteoufnefs, 'with wounds and blood» 
Difcharg'd both law and juftice' fcore ; 

Hence, with the debt of gratitude 
I'll charge myfelf for evermore. 

ICT, 11. ' The Harmony hettveen Juftificatton and Sane* 

tificatlon. 

He who me decks with righteouihefsy 

With grace will alfo clothe ; 1^ 

For glorious J^fus came to blefs 

By blood and water both. 
That in his righteoufnefs I truft» 

My fandlity will fhow ; 
Though graces cannot make me juft^ 

They mow me to be {o. 
All thofe who, freely juftifyM, 

Are of the par^on'd race. 
Anon are alfo fandtify'd 

And purify'd by grace. 
Where juftice ftem does juftify. 

There holinefs is cleared ; 
Heav'n's equity and fanftity 

Can never be fever' d. 
Hence, when raj foul with pardon deck'd,. 

Perceives no divine ire. 
Then holinefs I do affeft 

With paflionate defire. ' 
His juftifying grace is fuch 

As wafts my foul to heav'n : 
I cannot choofe but love him much,^ 

Who much has me forgiven. - 
The Sun of righteoufnefs that brings 

Remiiliou in his rays. 
The healing, in his golden wings 

Of light and heat, conveys. 
Wherever Jefus is a Prieft, 

There will he be a King ; ^ 
He that affoils from fm's arreft^ 

Won't tolerate its reign. 
B B 2 
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The title of a precious erace 

To faith may juftly tall, 
Becaufe its open arms embrace 

A precious Chrift for alL 
From precious faith a precious ftrife 

Of precious virtues flow ; 
A precious heart, a precious life. 

And precious duties too. 
Wherever faith does juftify. 

It purifies the heart : 
The pardon and the purity 

Join hands and never part. * ' 

The happy ftate of pardon doth 

An holv life infer : 
In fubje^s capable of both 

They never funder'd were. 
Yet in defence of truth muft we 

Diftin<^y view the twain ; 
That how they difier, how agree. 

We may in truth maintain. 
Two natures in one perfon dwell. 

Which no dtvifion know, 
In our renown'd Immanuel, 

Without confufion too. 
Thofe that divide them grofsly err. 

Though yet diftin^ they be : 
Thoie who confitjion hence infer. 

Imagine blafphemy. 
Thus nghteoufiiefs and grace we mufb 

Nor funder nor confound ; 
£lfe holy peace to us is lofb. 

And facred truth we wound. 
While we their proper place maintaiuy^ 

In friendfhip fweet they dwell ; 
But or to part or hiend the twain. 

Are errors hatched in hell. 
To feparate what God does jdm, 

Is wicked and profane ; 
To mix and mutilate his coin> 

Is damnable and ^aixi« 
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Though plain diftinftion muft take place, 

Yet no divifion here, 
Nor dark confufion ; elfe the grace 

Of both will difappear. 
Lo ! errors grofs on ev'ry fide 

Confpire to hurt and woimd ; 
Antinomies do them divide. 

And legalifts confound. 

CHAP. IV. 

The Believer'a Principles concerning Faith an 

Senfe. 

I. Of Faith and Senfe Natural 
a. Of Faith and Senfe Spiritual. 

3. The Harmony and Difcord between Faith and Senfe. 

4. The Valour and Vidtories of Faith. 

5. The Heights and Depths of Senfe. 

6. Faith and Frames compared; or, Faith building up< 
Senfe difcovered. 

SECT. I. Faith and Senfe NcduraU compared and dlft't 

guijhed* 

When Abram's body, Sarah's womb> 

Were ripe for nothing but the tomb. 
Exceeding old, and wholly dead, 
Unlike to bear the prorais'd feed ^ 
Faith faid, IJhall an Ifaacfee: 
Noy noy faid fenfe, it cannot he : 
Blind reafon,- to augment the ftrife. 
Adds, H01V can death engender life ? 
My heart is like a rotten tomb, 
More dead than ever Sarah's womb } 
O 1 can the promised feed of grace 
Spring forth from fuch a barren place ? 
Senfe gazing but on flinty rocks, 
My hope and expe^ation chokes : 
But could I, fkiU'd in Abram^s art. 
Overlook my dead and barren. K^-ax^s 



3o8 GOSPEL SONNETS. Part ^ 

And build my hope on nothing lefs 
Than divine power and faithfulnefs ; 
Soon would I find him raife up fons 
To Abram, out of (locks and ftones. 
Faith afts as bufy boatmen do, 
AVho backward look and forward row ; 
It looks intent to things unfeeUf 
Thinks obje£ls vifible too mean. 
Scnfe thinks it madnefs thus to (leer^ 
And only trufts its eye and ear ; 
Into faith's boat dare tliruft its oar» 
And put it further from the fhore. 
Faith does alone the promife eye ; 
Senfe won't believe unlefs it fee ; 
Nor can it truft the divine guide^ 
Unlefs it have both wind and tide. 
Faith thinks the promife iure and good ; 
Senfe doth depend on likelihood ; 
Faith ev'n in ftorms believes the feers ; 
Senfe calls all men, even prof^ets, liars. 
Faith ufes means, but refls on none ; 
Senfe fails when outward means are gone^ 
Trufts more on probabilities. 
Than all the divine promtfes. 
It refts upon the nifty beam 
Of outward things that hopeful leem ; 
Let thcfe its fupport fmk or ceaie. 
No promife then can yield it peace. 
True faith, that's of a divine brood, 
Confults not bale with flefh and blood t 
But carnal fenfe, which ever errs^ 
With carnal reafon ftill confers. 
What ! wont my difciples believe 
That I am rifen from the grave ? 
Why will they pore on duft and deaths 
And overlook my quick'ning breath ? 
Why do they flight the word 1 fpake ? 
And ratlier forry counfel take 
With death, and with a powerful grave,. 
If they (heir captive can relieve ? 
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Senfe does inquire if tombs of clay 

Can fend their guefls alive away ; 

But faith will hear Jehovah's word, 

Of life and deatli the fov 'reign Lord. 

Should I give ear to rotten duft, 

Or to the tombs confine my truil ; 

No refurreftion can I fee, 

For duft that flies into my eye. 

What I Thomas, can't thou tnift fo much 

To me, as to thy fight and touch ? 

Won't thou believe till fenfe be guide. 

And thruil its hand into my fide ? 

Where is thy faith, if it depends 

On nothing but thy finger-ends ? 

But blefs'd are they the truth who feal 

By faith, yet neither fee nor feel. 

SECT. II. Faith and Senfe Spiritual^ compared and dif 
tingutfbed. Where alfo the Difference between the AJfur^ 
tmce of Faithf and the AJfurance of Senfe^ 

The certainty of faith and fenfe 
Wide di£Fer in experience ; 
Faith builds upon, Thus faith the Lord: 
Senfe views his nvork^ and not his word* 
God's word without is faith's refort. 
His work within doth fenfe fupport. 
By faith we truft him without Spawns, ♦ Pledget* 
By fenfe we handle with our hands. 
By faith the word of truth's receiv'd. 
By fenfe we know we have believ'd. 
Faith's certain hj fiducial adls, 
Senfe by its evidential fa£ls. 
Faith credits the divine report, 
Senfe to his breathings makes refort t 
That on his word of grace will hing. 
This on his Spirit witnejfing. 
By faitli I take the Lord fcr mine, 
By fenfe I feci his love divine : 
By that I touch his garment hem. 
By this find virtue thence to flream. 
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B7 faith I have mine all on taudf 

By fenfe I have fome ftock in Land: 

By that fome vjfion is begun. 

By thit I iomeJruUion win. 

My faith can fend ev'n m exile, 

Senfe cannot live without a fmile* 

By faith I to his prom\fs fly, ^ 

By fenie I in his oofom lie. 

Faith builds upon the truth of God, 

That lies within the promife broad ; 

But fenfe upon the truth of grace 

His hand within my heart did place. 

Thus Chrift's the obje^ faith will eye. 

And faith's the objeifl fenfe may iee : 

Faith keeps the tiuthof God in view. 

While fenfe the truth of faith may fhew. 

Hence faith's a/furance firm can ftand, 

When fenfe's in the deep may flrand : 

And faith's perfuafioiC full prevail. 

When comfortable fenfe may faiL 

I am afTur'd, when faith's in aft. 

Though fenfe and feeling both I lack : 

And thus myfterious is my lot, 

I'm oft aflur'd when I am not ; 

Oft pierc'd with racking doubts and fears : 

Yet faith thefe brambles never bears ;. 

But unbelief that cuts my breath. 

And flops the language of my fakh. 

Clamours of unbelieving fears. 

So frequently diflurb mine ears, 

I cannot hear what faith would fay. 

Till once the noify clamours flay. 

And then will frefh experience find, 

When faith gets leave to fpeak its mind, 

The native language whereof is. 

My Lord is mtne^ and I am bu» 

Sad doubtings compafs me about. 

Yet faith itfelf could never doubt j 

For, as the facred volume faith, 

Much doubting aigues little faith., 
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The doubts and fears that work my grief, 
Flow not from faith, but unbelief ; 
For faith, whenever it afteth, cures 
The plague of doubts, and me afTures: 
But when mine eye of faith's afleep, 
I dream of drowning in the deep : 
Sut as befals the deeping eye. 
Though fight remain, it cannot iee ; 
The feeing faculty abides. 
Though fleep from aftive feeing hides : 
So faith's alluring powers endure 
Ev'n when it ceafes to a^re. 
There's ftill perfuafion in my faith, 
Ev'n when I'm fill'd with fears of wrath ; 
The trufting habit ftill remains, 
Though (1 ambers hold the a3 in chains. 
Th' afluring faculty it keeps, 
Ev'n when its eye in darknefs fleeps. 
Wrapt up in doubts ; but when it wakes, 
It roufes up aiTuring ads. 

SECT, III. The Harmony and Dlfcord between Faith 
and Senfe / hovj they helpj and how they mar each other* 

Though gallant faith can keep the fields 
When cow'rdly fenfe will fly or yield j 
Yet while I view their ufual path, 
Senfe often ftands and falls with faith. 
Faith ulhers in fweet peace and joy. 
Which further heartens faith's employ 2 
Faith like the head, and fenfe the heart, •^ 
Do mutual vigour frefh impart. 
When lively faith and feeling fweet. 
Like deareft darlings, kindly meet. 
They ftraight each other help and hug 
In loving friendfhip clofe and fnug. 
Faith gives to fenfe both life and breath. 
And fenfe gives joy and ftrength to faith ; 
«* O now," fays faith, « how fond do I 
** In fenfe's glowing bofom Ue !** 
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Their mutual kindnefs then is fuch. 
That oft they doating too too much, 
lilmbrace each other out of breath ; 
As -^fop hugg'd his child to deatli. 
Faith leaping into fenfe's arms, 
Allur'd witli her bewitcliing charms, 
In hugging thefe, lets rafhljr flip 
The proper objeA of its gripe. 
Which being loft, behold the tlu-all ! 
Anon faith lofes fenfe and all ; 
Thus unawares cuts fenfe's breath. 
While fenfe trips up the heels of faith. 
Her charms afTuming Jefus* place. 
While faitli's luU'd in her foft embrace ; 
Lo ! foon in dying pleafures wrapt. 
Its living joy away is fnapt. 

m 

SECT. IV. The Valour and Fiaorles of Faith. 

By faith I unfeen Being fee 

Forth lower beings call, 
And fay to nothing, Let it be^ 

And nothing hatches all. 
13y faith I know the worlds were xpade 

By Grod's great word of might ; 
How foon. Let there he lights he iaid. 

That moment there was light. 
By faith I foar and force my flight. 

Through all the clouds of fenfe ; 
I fee the glories out of fight. 

With brightefl evidence. 
By faith 1 mount the azure iky, 

And fi'om the lofty fphere. 
The earth a little mote efpy. 

Unworthy of my care. 
By faith I fee the unfeen things. 

Hid from all mortal eyes ; 
Proud reafon ftretching all its wings, 

Beneath me flutt'ring lies. 
By faith I build my lafting hope ^ 

On righteoufnefs divine 5 i 
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Nor can I fink with fuch a prop. 

Whatever ftorms combine. 
By faith my works, my righteoofnefs. 

And duties all I own 
But lofs and dung ; and lay my (Irefs 

On what my Lord has done. 
By faith I orcrcome tlie world. 

And all its hurtful charms ; 
I*m in the heav'nly chariot hurl'd 

Through all oppofing harms. 
By faith I have a conquering power 

To tread upon my foes. 
To triumph in a dying hour, 

And banifli all my woos. 
By faith in midft of wrongs I'm right. 

In fad decays I thrive ; 
In weaknefs I am ftrong in might, 

In death I am alive. 
By faith I ftand when deep I fall. 

In darknefs I have light ; 
Nor dare I doubt and queftion all 

When all is out of fight. 
By faith I truft a pardon free, 

Which puzzles flefh and blood ; 
To think that God can juftify. 

Where yet he fees no good. 
By faith I keep my Lord's commands. 

To verify my truft ; 
I purify my heart and hands. 

And mortify my luft. 
By faith my melting foul repents. 

When pierced Chrift appears ; 
My heart in grateful praifes vents. 

Mine eyes in joyful tears* 
By faith I can the mountains vaft 

Of fin and guilt remove ; 
And them into the ocean caft. 

The fea of blood and love. 
By faith I fee Jehovah high 

Upon a timme of grace ; 
Co 

i 



314 GOSPEL SONNETS. Pa&t 

I fee him lay his yengeance by. 

And fmile in JeTus' face. 
By faith 1 hope to fee the Sun» 

The light of grace that lent ; 
His everlaflinfir circles run^ 

In glory's nnnament. 
By £uth I'm more than conqueror* 

Ev'n though I nothing can» 
Becaufe I fet Jehovah's power 

Before me in the van. 
By faith I counter-plot my foes. 

Nor need their ambufh fear ; 
Becaufe my life-guard alfo goes • 

Behind me in the rear. 
By faith J walk, I run, I fly. 

By faith I fuffer thrall ; 
By faith I'm fit to live and die, 

By faith I can do alL 

SECT- V. The Heigbls and Depths of Sen/e. 

When Heav'n me grants, at certain times. 

Amid ft a powerful gale. 
Sweet liberty to moan my crimes, 

And wanderings to bewail ; 
Then do I dream my finful brood, 

Drown'd in the ocean main 
Of chryftal tears and crimfon blood. 

Will never live again. 
I get my foes beneath my feet, 

I bruife the ferpent's head ; 
I hope the vitS'ry is complete. 

And all my lulls are dead. 
How gladly do I think and fay. 

When thus it is with me. 
Sin to my fenfe is clean away, 

And fo fhall ever be. 
But, ah ! alas ! th' enfuing hour 

My lufts anfe aiA £>N«3i, 
They rage and x«\iioTCft \iafevt ^^^ct^ 

WiUi ue^ xeciuvu feom\i^- 
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Tho' I refolv'd and fwore, through grace, 

In very folemn terms, 
I never Ihould my lufts embrace, 

Nor yield unto their charms ; 
Yet fuch deceitfid friends they are> 

While I no danger dream, 
I'm fnar'd before I am aware. 

And hurry'd down the ftream* 
Into the gulph of fin anon, 

I'm plunged head and ears ; 
Grace to raj fenfe is wholly gone. 

And I am chainM in fears ; 
Till ftraight my Lord with fweet furprife 

Returns to loofe my bands, 
With kind compaffion in his 6yes, ^ 

And pardon in his hands : 
Yet thiis my life is nothing eUe 

But heav'n and hell by turns ; 
My foul, that now in Gofhen dwells. 

Anon in Egypt mourns. 

ECT. VL Faith and Frames compared : or^ Faith luild* 

ing upon Senfe dif covered. 

Faith has for its foundation broad 

A ftable rock on which I (land, 
The truth and faithfulnefs of God ; 

All other grounds are finking fand. 
My frames and feelings ebb and flow ; 

And when my faith depends on them, 
It fleets and flaggers to and fro. 

And dies amidft the dying frame. 
That faith is furely moft unftay'd. 

Its ftagg'ring can't be counted flrange, 
That builds its hope of lafting aid 

On things that every moment change. 
But could my faith lay all its load 

On Jefus' everlafting name ^ 

Upon the rigliteoufnefs of God, 

And divint truth that's ftill the fame : 
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Could I believe what God has fpoke» 

P».ely on his unchanging love. 
And ccife to grafp at fleeting fmoket 

No changes would my inoantaln moTe^ 
But when, now foon the frame's awayv 

And comfortable feelings &til ; 
So foon my faith falls in decay^ 

And unbelieving doubts prevail :. 
This proves the charge of latent Vice,- 

And plain my faith's defeds maj fhow 
I build the houie on thawing ice. 

That tumbles with the melting fndW; 
"When divine fmiles in fight appear. 

And I enjoy the heav'nly gsde ; 
\\lien wind and tide and all is fair, 

I dl-eam my faith fhal) never fail $ 
My heart will falfe conclufions draw, 

That drone my mountain Ihall remiuQ^. 
That in my &ith diere is no flaw, 

I'll never never doubt agaisu 
I think the only reft I take. 

Is God's unfading word and Home ; 
And fancy not my faith fo weak^ 

As e'er to truft a fading frame. 
But, ah ! by fudden turns I fee 

My lying heart's fallacious guilt,. 
And that my faith, not fiHft in me, 

On finking fand Was partly built : 
For, lo ! when warming beams are gene, 

And (hadows fall ; suas ! 'lis^ odd, 
I cannot wait the fifing Sun, 

I cannot truft a hiding Go^ 
So much my faith's affiftanee ieenis 

Its life from fading joys to brings 
That when 1 lofe the dying ftreams^ 

I cariHofc truft tlie livin^^ ipring. 
When drops of comfort quickly dry'd. 

And fewfiblc enjoy menti fail ; 
When checTitt^ a"!p^\ft% lax^ d^wYd* 

Thca do\\U%, m\5L^^ ^S. UxxWv^"'''^^ 



MM«W* 



lap. IV. THE BELIEVERS PRINCIPLES. 317 

But why, though fruit be fnatch'd from me. 

Should I diltruft the glorious Root j 
And ftill aflFront the ftanding Tree, 

B7 trufting more to falling fruit ? 
The fmalleft trials may evince 

My faith unfit to (land the fhock^ 
That more depends on fleeting fenfe. 

Than on the iix'd eternal Rock. 
The fafeft ark, wlien floods arife. 

Is ftable truth that changes not : . 

How weak's my faith, that more relies. Jt 

On feeble fenfe's floating boat ! 
For when the fleeting frame is gone, 

I flraight my fl:ate in queftion call j. 
I droop and fink in deeps anon, * 

As if my frame were all in all. 
But though L mifs the pleafing gale. 

And Heav'n withdraw the charming glance j 
Unlefs Jehovah's oath can fail. 

My faith may keep it countenance. 
The frame of nature fhall decay. 

Time changes break her rufty chains ; 
Yea, heav'n and earth fhall pafs away ; 

But faith's foundation firm remains. 
Heav'n's promifes fo fix'dly ftand, 

Engrav'd with an immortal pen. 
In great ImmanuePs mighty hand. 

All hell's attempts to raze are vain. ^ 

Did faith with none but truth advife, "^ 

My ftcady foul would move no more,, 
Than ftable hills wheip tempefts rife. 

Or folid rocks whan billows roar. 
But when my faith nie counfel hears 

Of prefent fenfe and reafon blind, 
My wav'ring fpirit then appears 

A feather tofs'd with ev'ry wind. 
Lame legs of faith unequal crook : 

Thus mine,, alas ! uneven fl:and, 
Elfe I woulcf iruft my ftable 

Not fading frames arid feeWe^aA. ^' ^^ % 
L c c 2 
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I would, when dying comforts fly, 
As much as when they prefent were, . 

Upon my living joy rely, 

He!i>, Lord, for here I daily err. 

CHAP. V. 

The Believer's Principles concerning Heavcu 
^ and Earth. 

SECT. L The Work and Conientton of Heaven* 

In heavenly choirs a queftion rofe. 

That ftirr'd up ftrife will never clofe. 
What rank of all the ranfom'd race 
Owes higheft praife to fov'reign grace ? 
Babes tliither caught from womb and breaft> 
Claim'd right to ling above the reft ; 
Becaufe they found the happy fhore 
Tliey never faw nor fought before. 
Thole that arrive at riper age 
Before they left the dufky ftage, 
Thought grace deferv'd yet higher praiie^ 
That wafh'd the blots of numerous days. 
Anon the war more clofe began, 
^ What prafmg harp fhould lead the van ? 
* And v/hich of grace's heav'nly peers 
Was deepeft run in her arrears ? . 
" 'Tis I (faid one, J 'bov^ all my race, 
** Am debtor chief to gloltaous grace.'* 
•* Nay, (faid another,) hark, I trow, 
** I'm more obliged to grace than you.** 
" Stay, (faid a dnird,) 1 deepeft fhare 
** I^owing praife beyond compare : 
** ^Bc chief of fitmeTs^ ^cw?\\. '3\V3w^ 
« flluft be the. cVvef o£ tiTv^et^ xvq»^ *'^ 
««^Mold (faid- a fouxxh>^ l\i^t^ t«t^\5& 
" My pratfetfUKvCt owwe\>cvs>aQS!<. % 
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** For I'm of all the human race 

" The highell miracle of grace." 

** Stop, (laid a fifth,) thefe notes forbear, 

" Lo, I'm the jB^reateft wonder here ; 

" For I of all the race that fell, 

** Deferv'd the lowell pLice in hell." 

A foul that higher yet aipir'd. 

With equid love to Jcfus, fir'd, 

** 'Tis mine to fing the highell notes 

" To love; that waihM the fouleft blots." 

« Ho, (cry'd a mate,) 'tis mine I'll prove, 

** Who finn'd in fpite of light and love, 

•• To found his praife with loudett bell, 

** That fav'd me from the loweft hell. 

" Come, come, (faid one,) I'll hold the plea, 

** That higheft praife is due by me ; 

** For mine, of all tlie fav'd by grace, 

" Was tlie moft dreadful, defp'rate cafe.'* 

Another riiing at his fide, 

As lond of praife, and free of pride, 

Cry'd, " Pray give place, for I defy, 

" That you fhould owe more praife than I : 

*^ I'll yield to none in this debate ; 

" I'm run fo deep in grace's debt, 

" That fure I am, I boldly can 

" Compare with all the heav'nly clan.'* 

Quick o'er their heads a trump awoke, 

*« Your fongs my very heart have fpoke ; 

** But ev'ry note you here propale, 

" Belongs to me beyond you all." * 

The lift'ning millions round about 

With fweet refSntment loudly fhout ; 

** What voice is this, comparing notes, 

** That to their fong chief place allots ? 

« We can't allow of fuch a found, 

** That you alone have higheft ground 

** To fmg the royalties of grace ; 

** We claim the fame adoring placa*'^ 

What ! will no rival finger yield 

He has a match upon the field i 
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** Come, then, and let us all agree 
** To praife upon the higheft key." 
Then jointly all the harpers round 
In mind unite with folemn found. 
And (Irokes upon the highed ftring, 
Mude all the heav'nly arches ring : 
Ring loud with hallelujah's high, 
To him that lent his Son to die ; 
And to the worthy Lamb of God, 
That iov^d and tuajb^d them in his blood. 
Free grace was fov*reign emprefs crown'd 
In pomp, with joyful inouts around ; 
Aflifting angels ckipp'd their wings. 
And founded grace on all their firings. 
1'he emulation round the throne 
Made proftrate hofts (who ev'ry one 
The humbleil place their right avow) 
Strive who Jhould give the loweji ho*iv* 
The next contention without vice 
Among the birds of paradife. 
Made every glorious warbling throat 
Strive whoJhouU raife the higheji note^ 
Thus in fweet holy humble ftrife, 
Along their endlefs, joyful life 
Of Jefus all the harpers rove, 
And fmg the wonders of his love* 
Their diicord makes them all unite 
In raptures moft divinely fweet 
So £;reat the fong, fo grave the bafe, 
Melodious mufic fills the place. 

SECT. 11. Earth defpicahle^ Heaven deftrahJe^ 

There'^s nothing round the fpacious earth 

To fuit my vaft defires ; 
To more refin'd and folid mirth 

My boundlefs thought afpires. 
Fain would I leave this mournful place^ 

This mufic dull, where none 
3ut hesLvy notes have any grace, 
And mirth accents the mo2ca. 
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Where troubles tread upon relieft. 

New woes with older blend ; 
When rolling ftorm»- and circUog grief* 

Run round without ae end's 
WhejTl! wata-» wreftU^g with I^^&oim^ 

Do fight themfelves to foaimi,. 
And hollow clouds with- thund'xtin^ groaas* 

Difcharge their pregnant wofrtb : 
Where eagles mounting meet wkh subs 

That da(h them from the fky s 
And cedars fhvinking into fhrtili%^ 

In ruin proftrate lie : ^^^^rK^M 
Where fin, the aiitj^8»?j;dhell. 

The caufeo^^^ ^^H jji^gs foils,. 

^^Aj^iiJ^befriende dwelL 
^^rt^urchafcr of night aipd wo«» 
^^^ Tlie forfeiture of dii^}. 

The debt that ev'l-y man did cmc. 

But only God could pay. 
Bewitched ill, indorsed widi hopej 

Subfcribed with defpair : 
Ugly in death when eyes are. ope. 

Though life may paint it fair. 
Small wonder that I droop alone 

In fuch a doleful place : 
When lo, my deareft friend b gone 

My father bidea his face. 
And though in words I feem to ftow 

The fawning poet's (Hie, 
Yet is my plaint no feigned wod $ 

I languifh in exile. 
I long to fhare the happinefs 

Ofthat triumphant throng, 
That fwim in feas of boundlefs blifs 

Eternity along. 
When but in drops liere by the way 

Free love diftils itfelf, 
I pour contempt on hills of prey, 
And heaps of wordly pelf. 
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To be amidft my little joys. 

Thrones, fccptres, crowns, and kiDgs» 
Arc nothing dfe but little toys. 

And defpicable things. ,, , a, 

Down with difdain earth's pomp I tbztitt» 

Bid tempting wealth aivay : 
Heav*n u not made of yellow Jufit 

Nor blifs of glitering clay. 
Sweet was the hour I freedom felt 
^To call my Jefus mine ; 
** I§^dU8 finiling face, and melt 

Let fools an^ ^>^;^- ^ . . 

But I for fubftancf teji«^ P"^"^' 
The heav*n 1 ieok is Ukenefs to'. 

And 'vijton of the Lamb : 
The worthy Lamb with glory crowned 

In his augud abode ; 
Inthron'd fublime, and deck'd around 

With all the pomp of God. 
I long to join the faints above, 

Who, crown'd with glorious bays, 
Through radiant files of angels move, 

And rival them in praife : 
In praife to J AH, the God of love, 

The fair incarnate Son, 
The holy co-etemal Dove, 

The good, the great Three-one* 
In hope to fing without a fob 

The anthem ever new, 
I gladly bid the dufty globe. 

And vain delights, Ml<un. 
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["he following Poem, the fecond part of which was wrote 
by Mr. Erfkine, is here inferted, as a proper fubjeft 
of Meditation to Smokers of Tobacco. 

SMOKING SPIRITUALIZED. 

IN TWO PARTS. 

%e firji Part hung an old Mediation upon Smoking Tobac* 
CO ; the fecond a new addition to it^ or Improvement of it, 

PAUT I. 

1 HIS Indian weed now wither'd quite, 

Though green at noon, cut down at night, 
Snews thy decay ; 
All flefli is hay. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

The pipe, fo lily like and weak. 
Does thus thy mortal ftate beipeak. 

Thou art e^^n fuch, 

Gone with a touch. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

And when the fmoke afcends on high. 
Then thou behold' ft the vanity 

Of worldly ftuflF, 

Gone with a pufF. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

And when the pipe grows foul within, 
Think on thy foul defiPd with fm ; 

For then the fire 

It does require. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

And feeft the aHies caft away ; 
Tlien to thyfelf thou mayeft fay. 

That to the duft ^ 

Return thou muft. 
Thus think, and fmfike tobacco. 
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' PART II. 

WAS this fmall plant for thee cut down ? 
So was the Plant of 'Great Renown | 
^liich mercy fends 
Yoc nobler «fids. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

Doth juice medicinal proceed 
From fuch a naughty foreign weed.? 

Then what's the power 

Of Jefle's flower ? 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

The promife, like the pipe, inlays* 
And by the mouth of faith conveys 

What virtue flows 

From Sharon's Rofe. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

In vain.th' unlighted pipe you blow ; 
Your pains in outward means are fo. 
Till heav'illy fire 
Your hearts infpire. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 

The fmoke, IFke Bttmnj^incfijofetjowers ; 
So fhould a praying heart of yours 
With ardent cries 
Surmount the ikies. 
Thus think, and fmoke tobacco. 
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